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The Laguna Art Museum has
chosen Julie Perlin Lee as its next
executive director.

A national search to fill the po-
sition was conducted by the mu-
seum following the retirement of
Malcolm Warner, who served in
the role from January 2012
through December of last year.

“I got excited because I could
see that there was a board uni-
fied in their vision to increase the
recognition and visibility of the
museum,” Lee said of joining the
Laguna Art Museum. “Having
that sort of energy in a board was
exciting for me.”

For Lee, 43, who will be head-
ing the Laguna Art Museum after
being at the Catalina Island Mu-
seum since 2016, it will be a
homecoming of sorts, as much of
her life has been spent in Orange
County.

She earned a bachelor’s degree
in art history, a master’s degree of
fine arts in exhibition design and

a certificate in museum studies
from Cal State Fullerton. In her
youth, Lee said she also attended
Kaiser Elementary School in
Costa Mesa. Her local ties also in-
clude a stint as a student at Or-
ange Coast College.

In her schooling, Lee studied a
wide range of art history in the
Americas.

“I really was captivated by the
Mexican muralist movement,
and I had a fabulous class in 20th
century Latin American Art,” Lee
said. “I really fell in love with just
learning more about how the arts
were developing concurrently in
the other side of the Americas,
along with us.”

Earlier in Lee’s career she
worked at the Bowers Museum in
Santa Ana as the vice president of
collections and exhibition devel-
opment.

While there from 2008 to 2016,
she contributed to multiple pub-
lications and scholarly articles,
including A Legacy of Bounty:
Paintings from the Bowers Muse-

um and Traditions and Transi-
tions: Tribal Art from North
America.

So where did Lee discover her
passion for art and museum
work? That moment has always
been clear to her.

“I have a very specific mo-
ment,” Lee said. “I was very for-
tunate, and I still am very fortu-
nate that I have a grandmother
who I am very close to, and when
I was a young teen, she took me
traveling as a gift for graduating
junior high.

“We went to the East Coast,
and as soon as we went into
those Smithsonian museums, I
think even the National Gallery
of Art in particular, I had just this
profound moment, like, ‘This is
what I’m going to do. This is
where I want to be, and this is
what I want around me my whole
life.’ ”

As for her goals for the muse-
um, Lee said she would like to
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See Lee, page A5

Courtesy
of David
Michael Lee

LAGUNA
ART
MUSEUM
selected Julie
Perlin Lee to
succeed
Malcolm
Warner as its
executive
director.

E ven pets need regular grooming. Just ask
Karen Mahmalji, owner of TOP DOG, a
“barkery,” bath and boutique at Pacific

City in Huntington Beach.
“By the time May and June [of 2020] came

around, we were inundated with a lot of mat-
ted dogs,” Mahmalji said. “The dogs also had
overgrown nails and dirty ears, which are all
bad for dogs’ health.”

Pacific City had become a ghost town during
the initial March and April shutdown of the
coronavirus pandemic, and TOP DOG was the
only store open. Mahmalji said business
tanked during those two months. “We never
closed a single day,” she said. “We can claim a
little bit of good fortune being able to stay
open. Since we sell specialty dog food we are
considered essential.”

With the grooming service part of the store,

customers who happened to bring their dogs
along to pick up food could easily hand them
off in a safe environment.

Standard deep-cleaning protocols, masks
and hand sanitizer helped prevent TOP DOG
from having issues with COVID-19. Neither of
the two groomers or four salespeople got sick,
Mahmalji explained. “Groomers are probably
the cleanest people with their hands con-
stantly in soap and water,” she said. “It’s an
extremely clean profession — groomers are
washing dogs 40 times a day, 20 minutes at a
time.”

The first shutdown also affected Savanna
Fluter, who three years ago started Grooming
for Good, a mobile pet grooming service that
serves Newport Beach and Costa Mesa and
donates 10% of its grooming fees to a different
local rescue facility each month.

Though she had to cancel appointments
and put everything on hold during the first
month or so of the pandemic, business has
increased since then, Fluter explained. “We’ve
had a crazy influx of calls during the pandemic

Susan Hoffman

PENNY’S PUPWASH groomers Lindsay Brown, left and Marylou Kaegebein, with clients.

No paws for
dog groomersSusan Hoffman

SAVANNA FLUTER, owner of Grooming
for Good, at work trimming one of her dog
clients in her mobile grooming van.

Safety protocols and customer
need has kept business booming
despite the pandemic, owners say.

BY SUSANHOFFMAN

Courtesy of TOP DOG

KARENMAHMALJI, owner of TOP DOG,
plays with some of her dog customers. See Groomers, page A2

If there’s anything Hollie Keeton
has learned in 25 years of pulling
off large-scale productions as
owner of Newport Beach’s First
Class Events, it’s that the show
must go on.

That lesson was driven home
last spring, when the coronavirus
pandemic began dropping atomic
bombs on even the best laid
plans. Keeton was organizing 50
different high school proms when
she began to see the writing on
the wall.

“Every single one of them can-

celed,” the Newport Beach resi-
dent recalled. “I, like everybody,
was completely in the spin cycle
— I had no idea what to.”

Her first instinct was to post-
pone the events to later in the
year. But as the pandemic wore
on, and plans for 30 winter formal
dances were dashed, Keeton
knew she would have to retool.

She’d noticed the proliferation
of drive-through experiences, saw
how they allowed people to cele-
brate in a safe and distanced
manner. So, she attended all the
drive-through events she could
muster, taking notes on what

worked and what didn’t, so she
could craft a version for her own
clientele.

The result was Prom on Wheels,
an O.C. fairgrounds extravaganza
that would let teens motor
through a 1-mile wonderland,
from a glowing red carpet light
tunnel to five themed prom
zones, complete with life-sized
props, stages and special effects.

“I figured if I could take the key
elements of what’s important for
a prom and put it into a drive-
through format…it could be the

Courtesy of First Class Events

A RENDERING of Prom onWheels, a drive-through prom developed by
Newport Beach event planner Hollie Keeton for O.C. fairgrounds. Keeton
recently canceled the event, when coronavirus cases began to ebb.

PromonWheels at fairgroundscanceled
as in-personpromspoised for comeback
BY SARA CARDINE

See Proms, page A5

Laguna Beach will be turning
over its trolley service to a con-
tractor when operations resume.

The Laguna Beach City Council
unanimously approved a plan to
execute an initial five-year agree-
ment with LAZ Parking to provide
drivers and dispatchers to staff
the city’s trolley service.

The contract could have a value
of up to $1.93 million in the first
year, and over the life of the
agreement, the cost could be
$10.6 million.

The city plans to resume its
summer trolley service on
June 25. The contractor would
also provide services for the off-
season weekend trolleys and a
neighborhood service. City staff
plan to return to council in the
summer to discuss a pilot pro-
gram for an on-demand residen-
tial transit service.

Michael Litschi, a deputy direc-
tor of public works for the city,
said in a presentation before the
council on Tuesday that about
80% of the funding required for
the trolley service comes from
state and local grants. The rest of
the funds come from the city’s
parking fund, predominantly ac-
crued from public parking lots
and meters.

Laguna Beach’s trolley service
had been using part-time em-
ployees in the city’s public works
department, many of whom were
school bus drivers who worked on
weekends and during summer
breaks.

The lack of flexibility with the
part-time employees led to chal-

Laguna
looks to
hire out
trolley
services
City Council members
green-light plan to come
to a five-year agreement
with LAZ Parking when
services resume in June.
BYANDREWTURNER

See Trolley, page A2
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www.cmsdca.gov/cepa

Tune into the virtual Citizens
Environmental Protection Academy (CEPA)
to learn how local governments keep our
community sustainable!

CEPA is a unique opportunity to see where
your water comes from and what happens
to your trash and wastewater after
collection.

Watch and you'll be eligible for a FREE
Home Sustainability Kit to help reduce
your environmental footprint!

Premieres Earth Day
April 22 at 6:00 pm

290PaularinoAve, CostaMesa • (949) 645-8400 • info@cmsdca.gov

VIRTUAL
CITIZENS ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION ACADEMY (CEPA)

FREE VIRTUAL EVENT

ACROSS
1 Piece of
cookware
4 __ off; walk away
mad
9 In __; jokingly
13 Hurries
15 Windshield
clearer
16 Like overused
muscles
17 "Phooey!"
18 Dunne or Ryan
19 Salsa scooper
20 __ to the plate;
took action
22 Only
23 Piece of
bamboo
24 Word attached
to body or where
26 Bits of parsley
29 Heart attack
34 Swimming
spots
35 Fluctuate
36 Charge
37 Green fruit
38 All __ up; in a
row
39 Fish organ
40 "A rose __ rose"
41 Claw
42 Ethical
43 Snail's antenna
45 Strolls along
46 Hockey's
Bobby
47 Able to reach
high shelves
48 Has a balance
due
51 Causing hurt
feelings
56 Small pieces
57 Street lingo
58 2 and 3 and 4
60 Jacob's twin
61 Have a hunch
62 Mardi __
63 Where to
praise or bash a
business
64 Needing no
encouragement
65 Baseball's Mel

DOWN
1 Prof.'s degree,

often
2 Broadcasts
3 __ as a pin
4 Uses a credit
card machine
5 Exhausted
6 __ piece; opinion
column, for short
7 Bill of fare

8 All ready
9 Actress Smith
10 Canyon sound
11 __ splints;
runner's woe
12 Variety; sort
14 Germ-free
21 Cribbage pieces
25 Conjunction

26 __ up; go
separate ways
27 Self-confidence
28 Eternal City
resident
29 Hiawatha's
boat
30 Heating
chamber
31 Burning
32 __ race;
baton-passing run
33 Shouts
35 Actor Ferrell
38 Sport played
with ball & stick
39 Young
waterbird
41 Roofer's
stickum
42 Shape
44 Even chance
45 "Away in a __"
47 Past or present
48 Mind
49 Shrewd
50 And others:
abbr.
52 __ market; swap
meet
53 Pointed tooth
54 De __; "Raging
Bull" star
55 Pesky insect
59 Suffix for
strong or long

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Jacqueline
E. Mathews

SUDOKU
By The Mepham Group

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit, 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit sudoku.org.uk.

Tribune Media
Services

For answers to the crossword and
Sudoku puzzles, see page A5.

because everyone is work-
ing from home,” she said.
“Mobile grooming has been
a lot easier on our clients.
They don’t have to leave
home to get service.”

The beauty of mobile
grooming is that it’s possible
to have no contact, Fluter
said. When people are con-
cerned about COVID-19,
dogs can be left in a side
yard to be picked up, and
payments can be submitted
remotely.

Business is so good at
Grooming for Good that
Fluter is booked until June
and currently not taking any
new clients.

Jason Hassan, owner/op-
erator of Penny’s Pup Wash,
housed in a 60-year-old
converted cottage in Costa
Mesa, was a one-man show
during the first shutdown
last March. The business is
named after Hassan’s 9-
year-old Italian greyhound,
who is a regular visitor to
the salon.

Hassan, who grew up in
Costa Mesa, wanted to cre-
ate a spot in the neighbor-
hood where people could
come together to groom
their dogs in addition to

having access to full-service
grooming, retail and special
foods.

“I thought the self-serve
was a great idea, where we
provide everything includ-
ing cleanup,” Hassan said.
“There wasn’t anything like
it in the community.”

When the first wave of the
pandemic hit, the self-serve
part of the business closed
down and, frightened by the
coronavirus, some of his
employees decided to stay
home and file for unem-
ployment.

“I went from seven em-
ployees to one,” Hassan
said. “I basically did all the
bathing and grooming my-

self and did as many as I
could do, between nine and
six every day so I could pay
the rent.”

In the middle of May, em-
ployees began to return to
work as full-service
groomers, while the self-
serve area of Penny’s re-
mained closed for another
two months.

But since then, “Business
has picked up,” Hassan said,
“and we now have nine em-
ployees. It could have been
a lot worse. I feel bad for the
businesses that had to close
down completely.”

Susan Hoffman

OWNER JASON HASSAN, with his dog Penny, who is the
namesake of Penny’s Pup Wash in Costa Mesa.

Continued from page A1
GROOMERS

SUSAN HOFFMAN is a
contributor to the Daily Pilot.

lenges with scheduling,
and the city incurred in-
creasing overtime costs
due to a shortage of avail-
able staff.

Staff members associ-
ated with the trolley service
have been on furlough
since the coronavirus pan-
demic caused the city to
suspend trolley operations.

The city employs a full-
time transit supervisor, a
full-time trolley driver and
between 90 and 100 part-
time drivers and dispatch-
ers. It also has two part-
time administrative staff
members with respect to
the public transit service.

Litschi said that as part
of negotiations during the
proposal fielding process,
the city sought assurances
that retaining staff cur-

rently used for the trolley
service would be a point of
emphasis. He added that
the contractor has ex-
pressed that it would in-
tend to pay wages compa-
rable to what the city’s em-
ployees were currently
earning.

“I want to make very
clear that we as staff really
recognize the value that
our trolley drivers bring to
the city,” Litschi said.
“Many of them have been
with the city for many,
many years and have a lot
of local knowledge, and
they’re really not just driv-
ers that are transporting
residents and visitors.

“They serve as ambas-
sadors for the city and are
the first point of contact
that many visitors have in
Laguna Beach, so recogniz-
ing that, we were very clear
in the [request for propos-
al] that the selected con-

tractor needed to make it a
priority to retain as many
existing city employees as
possible to ensure that we
maintain the friendly, fa-
miliar service that our resi-
dents and visitors have
grown accustomed to with
the transition to a con-
tracted operation.”

A staff report detailing
the proposed contract said
that the city fielded pro-
posals from three trans-
portation firms.

LAZ Parking was deemed
to be the most qualified,
with city staff citing the
firm’s footprint of service in
Orange County as a major
consideration.

The firm operates simi-
lar trolley services in Dana
Point, Mission Viejo, New-
port Beach, San Clemente
and San Juan Capistrano.

Continued from page A1
TROLLEY

andrew.turner@latimes.com
Twitter: @ProfessorTurner
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It’s time to ask yourself the real questions about your heart and vascular

health. What’s holding you back? Don’t wait. When you need answers,

we’re here at the MemorialCare Heart & Vascular Institute. Our elite team of

physician specialists and renowned surgeons specialize in minimally invasive

cardiac treatment options – pioneering thousands of procedures to date. We

take every precaution to keep you safe. So, there’s only one question left to

ask:Why trust your heart to anyone less than the best?

We’re here for
a heart-to-heart.
If you need the most innovative cardiovascular
care possible, don’t wait. Act.

Find a specialist.
800-MEMORIAL

memorialcare.org/HeartVascular

Marc Sakwa, M.D.
Chief of Cardiovascular Surgery

MemorialCare Heart & Vascular Institute
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forum

Sell your Car
in Classified !

Antique BUYER
American Estate Buyers
Buying Antiques, Art,
Jewelry & More
(323) 829-3911 -Jack

Antiques

MARKETPLACE
To place an ad, go to

http://timescommunityadvertising.com/

Advertise in CLASSIFIED Today
timescommunityadvertising.com

Christian Education
Coordinator:

Bachelor’s Degree in
Religion or related Req.,
$33,904/yr, F/T, Resume
to Sinwoong Park, Irvine
Onnuri Church, 17200
Jamboree Rd, Irvine, CA

92614

Employment

Accounting & Financial
Manager:

Bachelor’s Degree in
Business Administration
Req., $48,173/yr, F/T,
Resume to Yohan Lee,

Law Offices of Yohan Lee,
5681 Beach Blvd Ste 200,
Buena Park, CA 90621

Accounting & Financial
Manager:

Bachelor’s Degree in
Business Administration
Req., $48,173/yr, F/T,
Resume to Yohan Lee,

Law Offices of Yohan Lee,
5681 Beach Blvd Ste 200,
Buena Park, CA 90621

Employment

Geraldine Jane Briggs (Glover)
April 18, 1936 - March 27, 2021

Geraldine “Geri” Briggs died peacefully in her home,
surrounded by loved ones. She fought valiantly against
cancer, determined to see her first great-grandchild and the
marriage of one her grandchildren.An Orange County native,
Geri was born and raised in Anaheim and lived most of her
life in Newport Beach and Emerald Bay, Laguna Beach . Geri
was a graduate of Anaheim High School, Occidental College
and the University of Redlands.
A devoted scholar and educator, Geri earned her

bachelor’s and master’s degrees in education and taught for
over 30 years in the Newport Mesa USD, known as both Mrs.
Weddington andMrs.Briggs.Even after retiring, she continued
donating her time by volunteering in the classrooms of all her
10 grandchildren.
Geri was happiest hosting dinners for family, playing tennis

and bridge, or getting together with her girlfriends, ‘Le Girls.’
Geri was best known for her kind heart, generosity, warmth
toward newcomers and neighbors, frankness and honesty,
and her signature martini in hand at happy hour.
Geri is survived by her sister Gretchen Lee (Preston Lee),

her daughter, Jane Weddington Flagg, ten grandchildren and
her first great-child, Milo Weddington Curtis.
Geri’s life was honored and celebrated privately by her

family in her home.

Judith Lynn Pierpoint
August 10, 1941 - February 2, 2021

Judith Lynn Pierpoint of Huntington Beach, CA left this
world on Tuesday, February 2, 2021. Born in Los Angeles,
CA on August 10, 1941 to Edward and Catherine Mondon,
Judy leaves behind her sisters, Janet Friedrich and Susan
Mondon, as well as her niece and nephew, Molly Schiessl and
Edward Schiessl and two grand-nephews and a grand-niece.

Judy attended University of Colorado and had a long career
in purchasing. She was an effortlessly elegant decorator and
a generous host. Her home was always open to friends, family
and travelers from around the world. Judy was a devoted
sister, aunt and great-aunt. She loved animals, the beach,
travel, gardening, reading, crosswords, cooking, needlepoint,
applique and quilting. Judy was gracious, generous and witty
to the end, a great conversationalist and was always ready
and willing to help any person or creature in need.

T he pandemic has
taken a devastating
toll on many busi-

nesses locally and through-
out the country. As co-
ronavirus cases continue to
drop, vaccinations increase
and businesses slowly
begin to reopen, it is more
crucial than ever that we
support local businesses
that have suffered a year of
economic setbacks.

At Triangle Square, we
are committed to support-
ing our tenants and helping
attract new businesses to
the area. We also plan to
refresh and revitalize the
center and in turn the heart
of downtown Costa Mesa.

However, the center lost
a significant business, Keys
on Main, which was a
casualty of the prolonged
shutdown and now leaves
the community with fewer
entertainment options.
Additional closures may be
coming, underscoring how
much local businesses
need our support.

We need to work to-
gether as business owners,
the community and the
city to support local restau-
rants, shops and services so
we can help those who
have been heavily im-
pacted by the pandemic.
Coming together as a com-
munity is what will help
bolster businesses, bring
back jobs and encourage
new businesses to come to
Costa Mesa.

Part of the revitalization
plan at Triangle Square is a
proposed digital signage
plan that went to the city
Planning Commission a
year ago, with community

outreach to local residents
beginning prior to that. It is
more critical now than ever
that we support our ten-
ants and other local busi-
nesses on the economic
road to recovery from the
pandemic.

We plan to reestablish
Triangle Square as Costa
Mesa’s premier dining and
entertainment destination
and our existing as well as
potential tenants have all
expressed an overwhelming
interest and support for the
signage program.

Before the proposal went
to the Planning Commis-
sion last year, in-depth
research and rigorous stud-
ies were performed, and
Caltrans had already ap-
proved the plan, deeming
that it would have no safety
impact on traffic.

Triangle Square’s lighting
consultant, Long Beach-
based Lighting Design
Alliance, took steps to
ensure the safety of Costa
Mesa commuters by

proposing a lower foot
candle — or brightness —
than what is allowed by the
city.

The signage will be no
brighter than adjacent
traffic signals or ambient
lighting in nearby neigh-
borhoods from streetlamps
and residential lighting.
The signage would be
dimmed to alleviate any
safety concerns in inclem-
ent weather, such as fog.

The proposed signage
uses the latest digital tech-
nology to ensure a smooth
and subtle transition from
static image to static image,
meaning the images are
not moving, blinking or
animated. To provide fur-
ther safety precautions,
Triangle Square has pro-
posed lengthening the
transition period from
image to image from the
legally allowed eight sec-
onds to 20 seconds, more
than doubling the allowed
time an image can change.

In response to communi-

ty concerns about the size
and height of the signage,
Los Angeles-based design
firm Selbert Perkins has
lowered the placement of
the proposed signage on
the dome at Newport Boul-
evard and 19th Street. In
addition, the size has been
reduced by half the size of
the existing banner, less-
ening the visibility from
nearby homes.

We want to reassure the
community that per the
development agreement
there are strict guidelines
for advertising, prohibiting
cannabis, vape, adult busi-
nesses or other inappropri-
ate advertising.

Our team meticulously
researched, designed and
presented to the city a safe
and state-of-the-art digital
signage plan that provides
safety measures well above
and beyond allowable
guidelines for brightness,
transition and display
length of images.

It is more critical now
than ever before that we
support local businesses as
they recover from the pan-
demic, and that we come
together as a community to
help our local economy by
stabilizing businesses,
providing more jobs and
drawing new businesses to
Costa Mesa.

Questions about this
proposed improvement to
Triangle Square can be sent
to hello@triangle
square.community.

COMMENTARY | TYLER MATEEN

Proposed signs part of revitalization

TYLER MATEEN is a
principal with Cannon
Commercial, which owns
Triangle Square.

Courtesy of Selbert Perkins Design

A RENDERING shows an LED billboard proposed for the
dome at Triangle Square in Costa Mesa.

N o matter how long
you’ve been speak-
ing English, no

matter how hard you’ve
worked to perfect your
grammar, some past tense
verbs can stump you.

For example, the day
after you decide to grin
and bear it, would you say
“I grinned and bore it?”
Beared? Born?

That shiny car you saw
yesterday, would you say it
shined as it drove by? Or it
shone? Would you say you
weaved baskets or that you
wove them?

The questions are fright-
ening, but luckily the an-
swers aren’t far out of
reach. Dictionaries list
past-tense and past par-
ticiple forms for every
irregular verb. So you can
always look them up — if
you know how.

Here are four verbs with
tricky past tenses.

Bear. When your verb
has homonyms, its dic-
tionary entry can feel like a
maze. When you look up
“bear,” for example, you
have to skim past all the
entries for the animal
before you see “bear, verb.”
Under that verb entry
you’ll see “bore / borne
also born / bearing.” This
is how dictionaries list past
forms for irregular verbs:
first the simple past tense,
then the past participle,
then the progressive par-
ticiple. That past participle
is the one that goes with
“have,” “has” or “had.” The
progressive participle is the
“ing” form. Sometimes
you’ll see multiple options
listed, which means you
can choose. So now you
can see that yesterday you
grinned and bore it. In the
past, you have grinned and
borne it. If you prefer, you
can even say you have
grinned and born it.

Bare. Skim past the
adjective form of “bare” in
your dictionary and at the
verb entry you’ll see just
“bared; baring.” There’s no
past participle — just the
simple past tense and the
progressive participle. This
is the dictionary’s way of
telling you that the simple
past tense and the past
participle are the same. So
you would say, “Yesterday,
I bared my soul” and “In
the past, I have bared my
soul.”

Shine. Some verbs are

both transitive and intran-
sitive. Transitive means
they take an object: “I’ll
shine a light on this sub-
ject.” Intransitive means
no object: “That high-gloss
paint really shines.” At the
entry for “shine,” Merriam-
Webster’s says the simple
past tense can be “shone”
or “shined.”

Both are fine. The past
participle can also be
“shone” or “shined.” But
you have to skim down to
the definition for the tran-
sitive verb to see this note:
“past tense and past par-
ticiple: shined.” That
means “shined” is the only
option when your verb
takes an object: Yesterday
you shined a light on
something. In the past you
have shined a light. But if
your verb doesn’t take an
object, you have two op-
tions: The car’s paint job
shone or shined. In the
past, the car’s paint job has
shone or shined.

Weave. This verb also
has both transitive and
intransitive forms, but
there’s no note saying their
past tenses are different.
So just use the past tense
forms listed right after the
entry word: “wove or
weaved; woven or
weaved.” That first pair
shows your options for the
simple past tense. Yester-
day I wove a basket. Yester-
day I weaved a basket.
Yesterday my car wove in
traffic. Yesterday my car
weaved in traffic.

Those are all fine. For
the past participle, you
could use “have woven” or
“have weaved.” But there’s
one catch. Merriam’s has a
second definition for
“weave.” It’s an intransitive
verb meaning “to move
waveringly from side to
side; sway.”

Personally, I don’t see
how swaying is so different
from the zigzagging your
car does when it weaves,
so it’s hard to understand
why this “weave” has a
separate dictionary entry.
But for the record, that
“weave” has only one
option for the past tense or
past participle. In every
instance, it’s “weaved.”

A WORD, PLEASE
JUNE CASAGRANDE

Shining a light on
tricky past tenses

JUNE CASAGRANDE is
the author of “The Joy of
Syntax: A Simple Guide to All
the Grammar You Know You
Should Know.”

I’m responding to the
commentary about the
Triangle Square LED bill-
board sign proposal
(above). Reading owner
Tyler Mateen’s commen-
tary, I feel he hasn’t heard
the concerns of Costa Mesa
residents and businesses.

He never addressed the
current traffic flow issues
and safety concerns
brought on by the distrac-
tion of flashing signs.

The sign proposal would
allow the mall to bypass a
city ordinance prohibiting
such displays. Asking for an
exception was arrogant and
is one-sided in the mall’s
favor, along with the pro-
posal to not pay the city for
three years, craft a 60-plus-
year agreement (longer
than a mortgage and most
marriages) and allow third-
party advertising that will
only hurt the tenants there
and confuse drivers.

Mateen’s defense for
proposing LED billboard
lighting is we need to help
other businesses right now.
He is giving an answer to
the wrong question being
asked.

What has Triangle Square
done in the recent past to
work with and help busi-
nesses in Costa Mesa?
What is Mateen’s marketing
plan and budget beyond
donating to political cam-
paigns to try to allow this
exception? And offering the
city a commission from
third-party advertising? The
mall’s website is archaic
(old postings) and not kept

updated. Retail has
changed, and Las Vegas/
L.A.-style video signage is
not going to resurrect the
mall. He needs a new mar-
keting plan.

Dale Luther
Costa Mesa

Since about 2010, several
owners of Triangle Square
have tried to convince
Costa Mesa officials that
electronic billboards would
somehow boost patronage
of that shopping center. On
Monday the Planning
Commission will once
again hold a hearing on the
monster that keeps rearing
its ugly head.

This time the owner is
trying to sell the city on a
proposal that is supposed
to compensate us for the
installation of three LED
eyesores, which will dis-
tract drivers at this loca-
tion. The intersection of
19th Street and the 55 free-
way is one of the busiest in
the city and also the most
dangerous.

The current draft of the
development agreement is
one-sided toward the
owner of Triangle Square. It
does not identify a commu-
nity benefit, such as a park,
fire station, library or other
improvement which is
typically found in these
agreements.

There is a proposal for
the owner to pay for the
privilege of blighting Costa
Mesa, but there is no guar-
antee the city will ever see
much money, as payment

will begin one year after the
date the sign ordinance is
changed to allow the bill-
boards. Then, the city will
receive $150,000 per year
for 30 years.

Also included in the
tease is a chance the city
will get additional funds,
but those will only be paid
when the owner crosses a
threshold of $1 million in
net income in an “op-
erating year.” However,
there is no guaranty that
the city will receive those
funds because if the owner
decides not to operate
continuously for 12
months, that will not con-
stitute an “operating year.”

The proposal also in-
cludes 20 seconds of free
advertising per billboard
every five weeks for the city.
This offer by the owner is
practically worthless and is
a poor way for it to treat its
partner (the city) in this
venture.

Since the billboards
would be in violation of the
city’s current sign ordi-
nance, the Planning Com-
mission must grant the
owner an exemption. That
entitlement is worth mil-
lions and it will increase
the asking price for proper-
ty when it hits the market.

Meanwhile, the city gets
a meager $150,000 per year
plus 10% of revenue over
$1 million as payment for
turning our downtown into
Las Vegas.

This is a bad business
deal for the city. Please
contact your district plan-
ning commissioner and
vote “No!”

Cynthia McDonald
Costa Mesa

Bicyclist’s death
raises questions

Traffic problems contin-
ue to plague Newport
Beach, particularly in the
Newport Heights area
where drivers often exceed
the speed limit. They whiz
by stop signs as if they
weren’t there.

Last week we lost one of
our own, Ernest Adams,
who was riding his bike
near Newport Harbor High
in broad daylight on
March 28 when he was
struck by a suspected DUI
driver. Our heartfelt sympa-
thy goes out to his wife,
Lynda Adams, and his
family who have been
active community mem-
bers for decades. Neighbors

would often see Lynda and
Ernie enjoying the front
yard in their Newport
Heights’ home.

You can walk down Riv-
erside Drive to Pacific
Coast Highway any day of
the week and witness the
often excessive speed of the
passing cars. Drivers reluc-
tantly only slow down or
stop for the crosswalk if
you are an assertive pedes-
trian. Because there are few
sidewalks in the area,
which hosts two communi-
ty schools, pedestrians
often have to walk on the
side of the street, making
popular thoroughfares
particularly dangerous for
them as well as cyclists.
This already critical situa-
tion threatens to get a lot
worse with the new devel-
opments being planned for
Mariners Mile. Walking on
streets without sidewalks,
next to traffic driving at
excessive speeds is already
a daunting experience,
unsuitable for a residential
community. It is a problem
that should be resolved
before proposed redevelop-
ment in that area receives
the “green light” to pro-
ceed. Solutions for traffic
problems now and in the
future definitely need to be
met with transparency.

Lynn Lorenz
Newport Beach

Embracing the
diversity of
people and pies

When I moved to New-
port Beach from L.A. in
1976, I remember noticing
that almost everyone had
blond hair and blue eyes. It
was extraordinary, having
moved from a city with
more diversity than most. It
didn’t take me long to real-
ize that there was some-
thing amiss here in this
coastal paradise.

My first boyfriend, a
blond surfer, told me that
he “didn’t like Black people”
because his uncle had been
killed by a Black man. A
girlfriend told me that she
didn’t like to eat Mexican
food because she “didn’t
like Mexicans.” There was a
large group of evangelical
Christians pulling lonely
teenagers like myself into
their Saturday evening rock
concerts at Calvary Chapel,
every evening ending in an
altar call for conversions. I
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Triangle Square doesn’t deserve exemption

SeeMailbag, page A5
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don’t recall ever seeing a
single person of color at
these events.

Something started to
slowly shift though, over
the last 40-plus years. Lat-
ino and Asian people to-
gether now make up the
majority in previously
white Orange County, and
mosques and temples have

sprouted up alongside the
evangelical chapels.

Personally, I love it. I
welcome it. I know I am
not alone; I have found
true friendship and cama-
raderie among like-minded
people in the Newport
Beach Women’s Demo-
cratic Club. We all agree
there is nothing more
beautiful and more inter-
esting than the diversity of
humanity, and we stand
against hate and for our

communities of color.
As a white woman, I try

hard to understand what’s
going on in a racist’s mind:
It must be an attitude of
scarcity. I would invite my
white brothers and sisters
to rethink your attitude of
scarcity and create a new
mindset of abundance. We
are not sharing a single pie,
we are baking a multitude
of different kinds of pies —
together. There will always
be a variety and there will
always be enough.

When I saw KKK fliers
distributed in Newport and
Huntington Beach last
week, and the anticipated
“White Lives Matter” rally
this weekend, I felt phys-
ically ill. How, why are we
being dragged back to the
1920s when the KKK found
a welcome home here?
How do those of us who
embrace diversity, who
oppose all hate and racism,
respond appropriately?

With love and compas-
sion. What else can we do?
We cannot fight fire with
fire. We need to extinguish
the flames of hatred with
the cooling waters of love.

There is a counter-pro-
test planned this weekend.
I plan on being there. May-
be I’ll even bring some pies
— peach pies, blackberry
pies, apple pies, pecan
pies, cherry pies. Because
diversity is a beautiful
thing. And pies are good.

Laura Oatman
President, Newport Beach
Women’s Democratic Club

Continued from page A4
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most epic experience ever,”
Keeton said.

A certain school could
block out some time, so
students could celebrate
with teachers and adminis-
trators as photos and vide-
os of classmates were proj-
ected on walls along the
way.

Keeton described Prom
on Wheels’ grand finale, a
huge Coachella-like staging
area where students could
watch as their school’s
prom court and royalty
were presented. Hearing
the pitch, 10 schools
booked dates for the O.C.
fairgrounds fete, running
April 15 through June 5.

In a global pandemic,
however, there are no guar-
antees. And so, just as
quickly as the rising tide of
coronavirus had scuttled
Keeton’s earlier plans, its
rapid ebbing began to spell
disaster for Prom on
Wheels.

“I started this project
right after Christmas. I
didn’t think we were going
to have in-person events in
the next three months,”
Keeton said. “But there was
an announcement we were
looking to be moved into
the orange (reopening) tier.
Once that announcement
was made, everything
changed.”

Schools began backing
out as the prospect of in-
person proms became
conceivable. Meanwhile,
the O.C. fairgrounds began
preparing for the March 31
debut of a new county-run
COVID-19 vaccination su-
per site that might edge out
Prom on Wheels.

At the start of the month,
Keeton made the difficult
decision to cancel Prom on
Wheels — but she still had
an ace up her sleeve.

She’d simultaneously
been developing a traveling
“Senior Spectacular” event,
outdoor celebrations for
schools wanting to host
their own socially dis-
tanced, on-campus senior
soirees.

Like Prom on Wheels,
the smaller productions
would resemble a night-
time carnival, with LED
lights and themed zones.
Students could dance to
live music on tiny, dis-
tanced platforms, play
games and go on rides
without interacting too
closely.

“You still get the danc-
ing, you get the deejay, you
see all your friends and get
all the activities,” the event
planner said.

The mother of a New-
port Harbor High School
junior and an Ensign Inter-
mediate School seventh-
grader, Keeton is now
reaching out to schools
looking for outdoor party

options.
Newport-Mesa Unified

School District officials an-
nounced last week they
would hold in-person
graduations and promo-
tions for most secondary
schools, barring a shift in
virus trends. On Tuesday,
the district approved re-
turning middle- and high-
schoolers to full-day in-
struction for four days per
week, starting April 26.

While no word has been
issued on proms and other
senior activities, district
spokeswoman Annette
Franco said Friday site ad-
ministrators were putting
their heads together.

“We have guidance for
outdoor events, so I think
every school is trying to fig-
ure out how to apply that,”
she added. “Some schools
are in talks right now about
modified, in-person
proms, but I don’t know
that anyone has gotten into
the planning yet.”

For anyone in need of a
safe, fun alternative for
seniors, First Class Events
will be there.

“It’s been such a labor of
love,” Keeton said of her
year of planning, pivoting
and reinventing. “In a lot of
ways, it’s a love for my
business, but also for the
communities I serve who
have been so good to me.”

sara.cardine@latimes.com
Twitter: @SaraCardine

Continued from page A1
PROMS

grow the audience of the
institution, as well as
strengthen its program-
ming and its standing in
the arts community.

Lee also wants to make
what she feels is a key ad-
dition to museum person-
nel.

“What I’m mostly ex-
cited about is as a leader,
I’m excited to hire a cura-
tor because there present-
ly isn’t one,” Lee said.
“That’s really important for
me to have one who has a
really strong sense about
the state of the arts in Cali-
fornia, as well as our his-
tory of art.”

The arts follow Lee
home, too, as her hus-
band, David, is a painter
and the art gallery curator
at Coastline Community
College in Newport Beach.

“The Museum’s search
for its next executive direc-
tor came at an ideal time,”
Joe Hanauer, chairman of
the museum’s board of
trustees, said in a state-
ment.

“For the past nine years,
recently retired executive
director Dr. Malcolm
Warner did a wonderful
job positioning the muse-
um as a leader for Califor-
nia art and artists. Once
viewed as primarily a place
focused on early California
and plein air art, a visit to
the museum today reveals

all periods of California
art, including modern and
contemporary works.

“This enviable platform
provides opportunities to
expand the reach of the
museum by appealing to
our region’s residents, at-
tracting more of the area’s
tourists, and serving the
schools to which the mu-
seum provides art educa-
tion. With Julie, we have a
person with strong experi-
ence managing exhibitions
and collections, and yet,
someone with experience
in senior level museum
administration. It’s typi-
cally one or the other, but
usually not both.”

Continued from page A1
LEE

andrew.turner@latimes.com
Twitter: @ProfessorTurner
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From the snap, PJ Camp-
bell darted to the back of the
end zone.

Once the senior wide re-
ceiver from Edison High
School wrapped both hands
around the ball, the rest of
the Chargers made their way
over.

Campbell’s 25-yard touch-
down reception from Brae-
den Boyles on the first play
of Edison’s possession in the
fifth overtime ended a
thriller, as the Chargers
walked away with a 44-41
win over Corona del Mar in
an unforgettable Sunset
League football game at
Huntington Beach High
School.

“It was a crazy game,”
Campbell said. “Words can’t
even explain the atmos-
phere that was going on af-
ter that last play. It was hard-
fought defense, hard-fought
offense. We just came out on
top, and it was awesome.”

The overtime sessions had
a little bit of everything. Co-
rona del Mar (3-2, 2-2 in

league) got the ball first, and
sophomore quarterback
David Rasor used his legs to
get the go-ahead score, mak-
ing it 28-21.

Edison (4-1, 3-1) found it-
self on life support on the
next possession. Backed up
at the CdM 12 on a fourth-
down play, Chargers coach
Jeff Grady drew up a fade to
the end zone for Tyler
Hampton.

Boyles got the pass away
to his left, and the 6-foot-4
junior went up and got it for
the game-tying touchdown.

“I knew we had a little bit
to go, and we needed a big
play,” Hampton said. “They
said they were going to
throw it up to me, and I just
knew I had to go up there
and get it, be the only one to
come down with it.”

Hampton’s teammates
thoroughly enjoyed the
highlight-reel-worthy catch.
Edison offensive lineman
Ryan Easterday, the left
tackle, indicated he felt the
play could be on the ESPN
segment, “You Got Mossed.”

“I have never played a

game like that ever,” Easter-
day said. “That was five
overtimes of just grit and
sweat and blood, and that
was the best game I ever
played.

“Hats off to CdM. They’re
an amazing team. It feels
great to get revenge on them
from last year.”

Both teams scored on the
ground in the second over-
time. Boyles notched his
fourth red-zone rushing
touchdown of the game, and
sophomore running back
Evan Sanders answered for
CdM. Sanders finished with
33 carries for 165 yards and
two touchdowns.

With the third overtime
came a pair of turnovers.
Austin Grbic pressured Ra-
sor and tipped his pass up in
the air and Jeremy Alcorn
made the interception.
Michael Wein then recov-
ered a fumble for CdM to ex-
tend the game.

“I don’t think I’ve ever felt
like that in a football game
before,” Alcorn said. “Emo-
tions were just high. This
was a special game, for real.
It really was.”

Edison’s Nicholas Preston
and CdM’s Dane Voorhees
traded field goals in the
fourth overtime. In the next
period, Voorhees made a 37-
yard field goal before the
Chargers won the game in
walk-off fashion.

Boyles threw for 280 yards
and two touchdowns, and
he added 13 carries for 60
yards and four touchdowns.

The Chargers’ offensive
line of Easterday, Zac Cel-
ano, Jake Parsons, Jackson
Graf and Seth Allen, as well
as running back Gavin
Shappell, were called upon a
lot for pass protection, as

Edison approached 50 drop-
backs in the contest.

Pressure got home for
CdM at times, with Thomas
Bouda and Nathan Bloom
each finishing with three
sacks. Hudson Letterman
provided 1½ sacks for Edi-
son.

Rasor threw for 173 yards
and a touchdown, ran in two
touchdowns, and had two
punts that were downed at
the Edison 1. John Tipton
had 79 receiving yards, in-
cluding a 30-yard touch-
down to open the scoring.

Nico Brown led the Edi-
son receiving corps with 12
catches for 125 yards, and
Bradley Luna had seven
catches for 106 yards.

“That was awesome,” said
Sea Kings coach Dan
O’Shea, referring to the
game that had just finished.
“There is no winner or loser
in this one. Edison deserved
to win tonight. I bet if we
played 10 times, we’d each
win five. It’s great.”

HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL

Walk-off TD lifts Edison over CdM in fifth OT
BYANDREWTURNER

andrew.turner@latimes.com
Twitter: @ProfessorTurner

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

EDISON HIGH quarterback Braeden Boyles is surrounded
by teammates after scoring a rushing touchdown in the
third quarter against Corona del Mar on Friday night.

Senior night is a special
night for any high school
athlete, but for the Estancia
High School football team
and its seniors, it is a night
they will remember for
more than one reason.

Estancia defeated La-
guna Beach 28-10 Friday at
Jim Scott Stadium for its
second victory of the sea-
son and its first against the
Breakers since 2015.

“They’ve had our num-
ber for a while,” Estancia
head coach Mike Bargas
said. “We are blessed. I was
telling the kids it’s been
nine months to get to this
point. We are so fortunate
to get out here and get the
win. These guys played
with confidence tonight.
I’m really happy for the
seniors. It could’ve been
nothing, but here we are on
the football field.”

Appropriately on senior
night, an Estancia senior
stole the show.

Senior running back Lu-
cas Pacheco ran for 301
yards and three touch-
downs on 31 carries for Es-
tancia. The Eagles (2-3) ran
only a handful of plays in
which Pacheco didn’t touch
the ball.

“It feels amazing,”

Pacheco said. “I wish we
could play like this every
night. We just had a fire
built up from the last cou-
ple games.”

Pacheco wasn’t the only
senior to contribute for Es-
tancia. Luke Hutchinson, a
wide receiver turned
quarterback, completed a
touchdown pass to sopho-
more receiver Oswaldo
Sanchez in the winning ef-
fort. Hutchinson com-
pleted six of nine passes for
11 yards, three of which
came on his second-quar-
ter connection with
Sanchez that gave the
Eagles a lead they wouldn’t
surrender.

“Our whole team came
to perform today,”
Hutchinson said. “I
stepped up and I knew all
the pass plays already. I
knew my receivers and
timing, so I knew what I
could get done and we got
it down tonight.”

Hutchinson, Sanchez
and Dion Kerkhoff also
contributed on the defen-
sive side of the ball. Each
added key interceptions,

Hutchinson’s in the end
zone, to thwart Laguna
Beach.

Laguna Beach (1-3) relied
heavily on quarterback Will
Bingham, who completed
22 of 40 passing attempts
for 209 yards but threw
three interceptions.

Senior running back
Jackson Golden had the
only Laguna Beach touch-
down, an 86-yard kickoff
return.

Despite the loss and a
difficult season for Laguna
Beach, Golden has valued
the chance to play games
in his senior season.

“It was absolutely huge
when I heard the news that
we would play,” he said.
“Just one game would’ve
made my year, the fact that
we had five, win or lose, the
fact that you get to play is
amazing. I’m thankful for
that every day.”

Estancia wraps up its
season Friday against Costa
Mesa, while Laguna Beach
finishes at Westminster.

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

ESTANCIA’S LUCAS PACHECO breaks through the
defense for a big gain against Ocean View on March 12.

Estancia
gets past
Laguna
to halt
streak
BYANTHONY
CIARDELLI

dailypilot@latimes.com
Twitter: @DailyPilotSport

Ocean View High School
senior Connor Marsh can
laugh about the one “B”
grade he’s gotten in high
school so far.

It came his sophomore
year, in Advanced Place-
ment World History.

“I worked really hard in
high school to succeed as
much as I could,” said
Marsh, whose 4.66 cumula-
tive grade-point average has
him tied for second in
Ocean View’s senior class of
2021.

Marsh had a big Friday.
First he found out that he

was accepted to his dream
school of Stanford Uni-
versity. Then later, he and
the 16 other seniors on the
Seahawks’ football team
laced up their cleats for the
final Pac 4 League football
game of their careers.

Ocean View had to work
for it, but earned a 14-13
home victory over rival
Westminster, clinching the
first outright league title in
program history. Ocean
View shared league titles in
1989 and 2018.

The Seahawks (3-2, 2-0 in
league) won the “Battle of
the Bugle” game over the Li-
ons (0-4, 0-1) for the third
straight year. In doing so,
they finished out the short

league campaign unde-
feated. The Pac 4 League has
just three teams this spring,
as Godinez opted not to
play.

“This group’s special, in
the sense that I don’t think
anyone has ever spent as
much time with their sen-
iors, ever,” Ocean View
coach Luis Nuñez said. “Our
seniors usually are gone in
November. We’ve held onto
them, and we’re here in
April. It’s a special group,
man.”

Marsh didn’t play much
until this year, but he has
made the most of his oppor-
tunity. This was his second
straight game with both a
long touchdown run and an
interception at outside line-
backer on defense.

He also played a big role
in Ocean View’s 28-21come-
back win at Laguna Beach
last week in its league
opener, with an 80-yard
touchdown run along with a
flea-flicker touchdown pass
from Michael Da Rosa in the
final minute to complete the
comeback.

On Friday night, he added

an 87-yard touchdown run.
Marcus Cianca’s 54-yard

scamper for a score in the
second quarter also helped
the Seahawks earn a 14-0
halftime lead.

But Westminster, which
blanked the hosts in the sec-
ond half, would not go away.

Westminster’s Tadan
Smith reached for the end
zone and scored on a four-
yard touchdown run mid-
way through the third quar-
ter. The visitors then looked
to draw even in the fourth
quarter, after quarterback
Isaac Amosa took things
into his own hands on a 25-
yard touchdown run with
5:28 left in the fourth quar-
ter.

An Ocean View penalty
on the extra-point attempt
brought the ball closer to the
end zone, and the Lions
elected to go for two. Isaiah
Perez ran right, but he was
swallowed up by the Ocean
View defense before he
could give Westminster its
first lead.

Raul Roa | Staff Photographer

OCEAN VIEW’S Connor March runs the ball in Friday’s
game against Westminster in Huntington Beach.

O.V. earns
its first
outright
league
crown
BYMATT SZABO
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