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Residential  burglaries  and
crimes are becoming increasingly
concerning  to  the  residents  of
Newport  Beach,  who  have  raised
the  alarm  to  sitting  members  of
the City Council as well as to can­
didates in next month’s election.

In  response,  the  City  Council
voted this week to form a citizens’
ad  hoc  committee  to  address
those  issues  and  report  back  to
the  dais  with  recommendations
on  how  to  help  prevent  or  deter
residential  crime  and  burglary  in
the city.

While  serious  crime  in  the  city
dipped in 2021, according to a re­
port  Newport  Beach  Police  Chief
Jon  Lewis  presented  to  the  City
Council  in  February,  residential
burglaries  increased  by  17.2%
during the same year. 

A burglary occurred in the Har­
bor  View  Hills  neighborhood  as
recently as last week when an un­
known suspect accessed the resi­
dence  by  breaking  a  window  at
the rear of the home. The suspect
ransacked  the  master  bedroom,
master  bathroom,  office,  spare
bedroom,  spare  bathroom  and  a
storage  room.  The  total  value  of
the items taken during the intru­
sion is unknown.

Another  burglary  took  place  in
the Back Bay community on Oct.
18,  and  another  was  reported  in
Newport Harbor between Oct. 17
and  18  while  the  residence  was
tented for fumigation.

“The  [Newport  Beach  Police
Department] is aware of the resi­
dential  burglaries  occurring  in
the  city  and  throughout  Orange
County,”  said  department
spokeswoman  Heather  Rangel.
“This appears to be a regional is­

Newport
Beach
moves to
address
crime
An ad hoc committee
will examine a rise in
residential crime and
burglaries in the city,
make recommendations.
BY LILLY NGUYEN

See Crime, page A5

Costa Mesa’s Fairview Park was a scene of
celebration Tuesday, as model train enthusi­
asts and city officials marked the completion
of  a  new  trestle  bridge  and  rededicated  the
structure to the man who’d built the original
three decades earlier.

Seated atop tiny steam engines and other
rail­worthy vehicles, members of the Orange
County  Model  Engineers  lined  up  on  the
newly  rebuilt  Hank  Hornsveld  Memorial
Trestle  for  a  ribbon­cutting  ceremony  that
culminated in a “Big Toot” — a simultaneous
sounding of horns and whistles.

OCME members offer free mini­train rides
to thousands of kids and adults on the third
Saturday  and  Sunday  of  each  month
(weather permitting) and hosts train­themed

Photos by Kevin Chang | Staff Photographer

GLENN SWAIN, left, joins other Orange County Model Engineers club members Tuesday as they ride out of the newly rebuilt Hank Hornsveld
Memorial Trestle bridge at a rededication ceremony at Fairview Park in Costa Mesa. Hornsveld built the original bridge three decades ago.

It’s full steam ahead 
Model train enthusiasts
converged Tuesday at Fairview
Park to celebrate a new Hank
Hornsveld Memorial Trestle.

BY SARA CARDINE

See Steam, page A5 OCME CLUB members fine­tune their model trains Tuesday at Fairview Park in Costa Mesa.

For  three  decades,  Laguna
Beach  dog  owners  and  their
pets  have  had  a  dedicated  out­
door space where they can wan­
der and interact with others like
themselves.

Community  members,  some
accompanied  by  their  furry
friends,  gathered  to  celebrate
the  30th  anniversary  of  Laguna
Beach  Dog  Park  on  Saturday
morning.

The  celebration  saw  the  La­
guna  Beach  Chamber  of  Com­
merce  recognize  Friends  of  La­
guna  Beach  Dog  Park,  a  group
that has worked to preserve and
enhance the park for the enjoy­
ment  of  the  animals  and  their
owners  while  also  advocating
for responsible dog ownership.

“We’re  delighted  to  celebrate
30 years of this local gem, one of
the  first  and  best  dog  parks  in
Orange  County,”  said  Marc
Buchan,  president  of  Friends  of
Laguna  Beach  Dog  Park,  in  a
statement. “It’s an amazing hub

for  so  many  Laguna  Beach  dog
owners  and  their  fur  families,
providing  a  safe  place  to  play
and  socialize  in  addition  to
growing  a  responsible,  engaged
community of dog people.

“The Friends of Laguna Beach
Dog  Park  have  been  advocating
for  the  park  and  working  with
the city to enhance and improve

Laguna Beach celebrates 30th
anniversary of its Dog Park

Kevin Chang | Staff Photographer

ERIN SLATTERY, the president of the Laguna Beach Chamber of
Commerce, presents a certificate of recognition during the 30th
anniversary celebration for the Laguna Beach Dog Park on Saturday.

BY ANDREW TURNER

See Park, page A3

Earlier  this  year,  Vanguard
University said  goodbye  to  its
gymnasium  of  80  years,  known
as “the Pit.”

Students,  faculty  and  admin­
istration  gathered  Tuesday
afternoon to celebrate what will
come next.

Vanguard  broke  ground  on
the Freed Center for Leadership
and  Service,  a  60,000­plus
square  foot  athletic  and  aca­
demic hub set to be built in the
heart of campus. 

Construction  on  the  three­
story  building,  the  latest  in  the
campus’ 30­year master plan, is
set to be completed in 2024.

The  new  Freed  Center,  lo­
cated  adjacent  to  the  Waugh
Student  Center,  will  feature  a

gymnasium  that  seats  approxi­
mately  2,000  people  and  in­
clude men’s and women’s locker
rooms,  athletic  training  rooms
and  offices.  It  will  also  have
more than 10 technology­equip­
ped  workstations  and  confer­
ence  rooms,  among  other  op­
portunities for peer mentorship
and meetings.

The  construction  was  made
possible  by  the  Freeds,  a  local
philanthropic  family  who  do­
nated  a  $10­million  gift  in
March.  As  a  result,  Vanguard
was  able  to  reach  its  funding
goal  of  $15  million  earlier  than
planned.

Fundraising  efforts  will  con­
tinue  through  the  construction
of the facility.

Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

EVELYN FREED is greeted at the groundbreaking ceremony for
Vanguard University’s new Freed Center for Leadership and Service.

Vanguard University
holds groundbreaking
ceremony for center
BY MATT SZABO

See University, page A3
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head, wattles or combs; a
discolored or bruised
comb, wattle or legs; and
stumbling or falling.

The Orange County an-
nouncement comes less
than a week after Los Ange-
les County’s first avian flu
cases of the year were re-
ported as birds migrate
south for winter amid a
global wave of the deadly
virus, known as H5N1.

Public health officials
warn that while avian flu is
not typically a threat to hu-

mans, people
should take steps to
avoid infection and
help stop the
spread of the virus.

The state Depart-
ment of Fish and
Wildlife advised
hunters in particu-
lar to take action to
limit their potential
exposure to the
virus, which has
wreaked havoc
among avian popu-
lations this year.

In the U.S., nearly 48 mil-
lion birds in 43 states have
died this year as avian in-
fluenza has proliferated
across the country, accord-
ing to the U.S. Department
of Agriculture. Experts have
said that number is likely a
significant undercount be-
cause many bird flu deaths
are not detected or re-
ported.

Poultry farms have eu-
thanized entire flocks of
chickens and turkeys this
year in response to the
threat, and thousands of
wild birds have been killed
by the virus across the U.S.
As fall migration gets
underway, experts say an
“unprecedented” wave of
death among domestic and
wild bird populations is
spreading south, including
to Southern California.

Six birds in Orange
County have tested positive
for avian flu, according to
the county’s Health Care
Agency.

“Avian flu is present in
Orange County and while
the risk of transmission to
humans is low, residents
should stay away from any
dead birds,” Dr. Regina
Chinsio-Kwong, the coun-
ty’s public health officer,
said in an advisory. “Bird flu

is very contagious among
birds and can sicken and
even kill certain domes-
ticated bird species includ-
ing chickens, ducks and
turkeys.”

Authorities advise people
and their pets to avoid wild
birds — whether dead or
alive — and surfaces that
may be contaminated with
bird saliva or feces. They
are advised to contact a
healthcare provider if they
or their pets become sick
after being exposed to ill or
dead birds and to report
sick or deceased birds to
the California Department
of Fish and Wildlife’s web-
site.

Signs of the disease
among domesticated and
wild birds include sudden
death; respiratory distress;
clear discharge from the
eyes, nose or mouth; leth-
argy; disinterest in food or
water; swelling of the eyes,

Six birds test
positive for
avian flu in O.C.
BY CONNOR SHEETS

Connor Sheets is a reporter
for the Los Angeles Times.

Mario Tama | Getty Images

RESCUED CHICKENS in an aviary at
Farm Sanctuary in Acton, Calif.

Katie Crisman said it was her first
pageant.

She did not let any nerves get to
her. Crisman, 19, has the honor of
representing her hometown in the
upcoming year.

She was named Miss Huntington
Beach for 2023 in a pageant Saturday,
sponsored by the nonprofit Sand Dol-
lars of Huntington Beach.

“It was definitely an experience I’ve
never had before, going through the
process,” she said in a phone inter-
view. “It was a really cool opportunity
to meet all of these girls and make all
new friends. I’m super-excited for this
year, and super-honored to receive
the title of Miss Huntington Beach.”

Crisman will be Surf City’s 110th
queen. Her court includes Princesses
Roslyn Brown-Bilyeu, 18, and Coral
Gangitano, 24. The three young wom-
en will receive scholarships to further
their education upon the completion
of their reign.

The pageant Saturday was held at
Huntington Beach Central Library
Theatre, where five judges critiqued
nine candidates’ poise, grace and
public speaking. Contestants, who
could range in age from 18 through
25, also shared their involvement

with causes and community service
groups.

Crisman and her court will attend
and represent Huntington Beach at
various functions throughout the
year, starting with events like the
Christmas parade and the Surf City
Splash on New Year’s Day.

The new Miss Huntington Beach is
a third-generation local, and the
granddaughter of Assistance League
of Huntington Beach member Linda
Crisman.

“Growing up in Huntington Beach,
I was always hanging out down on
Main Street, and I believe it was the
Christmas tree lighting,” she said. “I
must have been 10 years old, and I re-
member seeing Miss Huntington
Beach and thinking how cool that
was. I never afterwards thought that
would be something I’d have the op-
portunity to do, but I do vividly re-
member that moment and thinking,
‘That’s so cool and special to Hunt-
ington Beach.’ I never thought I
would have this opportunity, but it
was definitely on my radar.”

Crisman graduated summa cum
laude from Huntington Beach High
School and was captain of the varsity
cheer team for three years. She is cur-
rently studying at San Diego State
University, pursuing a double major

in political science and French stud-
ies with a minor in history.

Brown-Bilyeu is a senior at Hunt-
ington Beach High on target to gradu-
ate magna cum laude. She is a third-
year council member of Huntington
Beach Academy for the Performing
Arts, where she is a principal balle-
rina also studying and performing in
dance, broadcast media, choreo-
graphy and videography. She plans to
study broadcast journalism and inter-
national relations at Syracuse Uni-
versity.

Gangitano is a Cal State Long
Beach graduate who now teaches
math at Marina High School. She
plans to return to college next year for
a master’s degree and was voted
“Miss Spirit of Huntington Beach” by
her peers.

“We had nine contestants, and any
one of them could have won and I’d
have felt happy,” said Love Lee
Ghione, Sand Dollars vice president
of marketing and management. “I
feel any one of them would have rep-
resented Huntington Beach excep-
tionally well. I was so impressed and
overwhelmed with all of their suc-
cesses already at such a young age.”

Courtesy of Love Lee Ghione
PRINCESS ROSLYN Brown-Bilyeu, Queen Katie Crisman and Princess Coral Gangitano will each receive scholarships to
further their education after their reign is over. Crisman is Huntington Beach’s 110th queen.

Katie Crisman is Miss H.B. for 2023

matthew.szabo@latimes.com
Twitter: @mjszabo

BYMATT SZABO
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10/27 CANDLEBOX
10/28 BUCKCHERRY
10/29 LARRY CARLTON (Farewell world Tour 2022-2023)
10/30 OINGO BOINGO FORMER MEMBERS
11/1 DAVE MASON - 2022 World In Changes Tour
11/4 YACHTLEY CREW (YachT rock TribuTe)
11/5 PIANO MEN (billY Joel and elTon John TribuTe)
11/9 BIG HEAD TODD & THE MONSTERS
11/10 MARC BROUSSARD
11/11 KIDS OF CHARLEMAGNE (STeelY dan TribuTe)
11/12 TYRONE WELLS
11/17 DAVE ALVIN &

JIMMIE DALE GILMORE and The Guilty Ones
11/18 FUN LOVIN’ CRIMINALS
11/19 BEATLES VS STONES - A Musical Showdown
11/20 O-TOWN
11/23 HEARTBEAT CITY (carS TribuTe)
11/25 LEE ROCKER of the Stray Cats
11/26 WILD CHILD (The doorS TribuTe)
11/27 CHEST FEVER THE LAST WALTZ
12/2 WHICH ONE’S PINK? (Pink FloYd TribuTe)
12/3 WHICH ONE’S PINK? (Pink FloYd TribuTe)
12/4 FEE WAYBILL w/special guests
12/8 THE IMMEDIATE FAMILY FeaT. dannY korTchmar, waddY

wachTel, leland Sklar, ruSS kunkel and STeve PoSTell
12/9 BERLIN
12/10 FLOCK OF SEAGULLS
12/11 PROGJECT ‘The ulTimaTe Prog rock exPerience’
12/13 SQUIRREL NUT ZIPPERS
12/14 TOMMY EMMANUEL w/Mike Dawes
12/15 TOMMY EMMANUEL w/Mike Dawes
12/16 GARY HOEY’S Rockin’ Xmas Show
12/17 WALTER TROUT
12/18 WALTER TROUT
12/21 THE RAT PACK – Christmas Show
12/23 AMBROSIA A Very Special Holiday Show
12/28 DONAVON FRANKENREITER / Christina Holmes
12/30 L.A. GUNS
12/31 THE ENGLISH BEAT New Years’ Eve!

1/1 THE ENGLISH BEAT
1/6 QUEEN NATION
1/7 QUEEN NATION
1/10 JAZZ IS DEAD 25th Anniversary Tour
1/14 THE PETTY BREAKERS (Tom PeTTY TribuTe)
1/21 RONDSTADT REVIVAL (linda rondSTadT TribuTe)
1/29 HERMAN’S HERMITS featuring PETER NOONE
2/3 DESPERADO (eagleS TribuTe)
2/4 DESPERADO (eagleS TribuTe)
2/10 ARETHA Starring Charity Lockhart
2/11 OTTMAR LIEBERT & LUNA NEGRA
2/12 JESSE COLIN YOUNG
2/16 THE GILMOUR PROJECT perform Pink Floyd’s

“The Dark Side of The Moon” 50Th anniverSarY
2/18 JOURNEY USA (JourneY TribuTe)
2/24 JOHN TESH – Big Band Live
2/25 DENNIS TUFANO /

CANNIBAL AND THE HEADHUNTERS
3/1 ARTIMUS PYLE formerly of LYNYRD SKYNRD
3/5 SONNY LANDRETH w/ Cindy Cashdollar
3/17 THE FENIANS
3/19 GLENN MILLER ORCHESTRA
3/23 PETTY CASH (JohnnY caSh & Tom PeTTY TribuTe)
5/21 LET’S HANG ON! (Frankie valli & The Four SeaSonS TribuTe)

FRI, NOV 25FRI, NOV 25
LEE ROCKERLEE ROCKER
of The Stray Catsof The Stray Cats

SUN, NOV 20SUN, NOV 20
O-TOWNO-TOWN

FRI, NOV 18FRI, NOV 18
FUN LOVIN’FUN LOVIN’
CRIMINALSCRIMINALS

THU, NOV 17THU, NOV 17
DAVE ALVINDAVE ALVIN

JIMMIE DALE GILMOREJIMMIE DALE GILMORE

FRI, DEC 16FRI, DEC 16
GARY “HO HO”GARY “HO HO”

HOEYHOEY

DEC 17 & 18DEC 17 & 18
WALTERWALTER
TROUTTROUT

TUE, DEC 13TUE, DEC 13
SQUIRREL NUTSQUIRREL NUT

ZIPPERSZIPPERS

THU, DEC 8THU, DEC 8
IMMEDIATEIMMEDIATE
FAMILYFAMILY

SUN, DEC 4SUN, DEC 4
FEEFEE

WAYBILLWAYBILL

THU, NOV 10THU, NOV 10
MARCMARC

BROUSSARDBROUSSARD

WED, NOV 9WED, NOV 9
BIG HEADBIG HEAD

TODDTODD

THU, OCT 27THU, OCT 27
CANDLEBOXCANDLEBOX

ACROSS
1 Party bowlful
4 Protective suit
9 Hard hit
13 Tibetan monk
14 Bonkers
15 Pres. Hoover’s
birthplace
16 Award for
“Frasier”
17 __ dust; not
being used
19 As mad __
hornet
20 Like a
skyscraper
21 Washer cycle
22 “__ all, folks!”
24 Is able to
25 __ in Russian;
able to talk to
Putin
27 __-in-cheek;
insincere
30 Went public
with
31 __ peek; preview
33 VP
Rockefeller’s
monogram
35 Went down a
fire pole
36 Say “Baa”
37 Spaghetti
topper
38 Skin picture,
for short
39 Angry dog’s
greeting
40 Springfield or
Winchester
41 Young swan
43 Be in pain
44 Like sushi fish
45 Vengeful
feeling
46 Thing of value
49 Area of flatland
51 Baby in the
woods
54 On a __; with
limited funds
56 “__ Long Way
to Tipperary”
57 Nut
58 Juliet’s love
59 Doe or buck
60 __ up; arranges
61 Take __; undo
62 Eccentric

DOWN
1 Water barriers

2 Childishness
3 Pick up the tab
4 Author Louisa
May __
5 Housetops
6 Lose feathers
7 No more than
8 Bread variety
9 Like an icy cold

wind
10 Choice meat
cut
11 Holds the title to
12 Salary
13 Meadow
18 Ice cream
maker part
20 __ Rover;

luxury SUV
23 Follow, as
advice
24 Layer of paint
25 Eat nothing
26 Spring bloom
27 Short-necked
duck
28 __ by;
indifferent to
29 National bird of
the U.S.
31 Opening
32 Word with
England or
Mexico
34 Regretful one
36 Make beer
37 Fissure; crack
39 Biting flies
40 Destroy
42 Socrates &
Onassis
43 Faucet
45 More sensible
46 Invites
47 Oxford, for one
48 Flue residue
49 __ up; give
support to
50 So. Amer.
capital city
52 Not brand new
53 __ exam; law
student’s worry
55 __ la la
56 Words before a
honeymoon

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Jacqueline
E. Mathews

SUDOKU
By the Mepham Group

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit, 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit sudoku.org.uk.

Tribune Media
Services

For answers to the crossword and
Sudoku puzzles, see page A5.

it for 17 years, and we look
forward to doing so for
many more.”

Shade trees and fencing
are among the improve-
ments the nonprofit or-
ganization has helped
bring to the city-owned
park.

Saturday mornings are a
popular time for dog walk-
ing. Rusty Lamboley, a
board member for Friends
of Laguna Beach Dog
Park, remarked that he
often sees familiar faces
who have gotten into the
habit of walking their ani-
mal companions at a cer-
tain time.

“It’s a great place not
only for dogs to play and
interact with other dogs
and learn socialization
skills, but it’s a great place
for people to get together,”
Lamboley said of Laguna
Beach Dog Park. “What
I’ve noticed in my experi-

ence, generally people
show up at the same time
whenever they go.

“There are some people
like myself who get there
at 7 o’clock in the morn-
ing. I see many of the
same faces day in and day
out, so you form friend-
ships with the people.”

As a new addition to the
location, the group intro-

duced an art banner along
the fence on the east side
of the park. The original
photograph of a sunset
taken from Heisler Park
was produced by Lambo-
ley’s wife, Diane, who has
exhibited at Art-A-Fair.

The hope is that the “Art
in the Park” enhancement
can eventually be turned
into an outdoor gallery
that incorporates addi-
tional pieces.

“We would be paying
for that,” Lamboley said.
“We would pay the artists
the production costs. …
That wouldn’t be funded
by the city. We would do it
in cooperation with the
city.”

Laguna Beach Dog Park,
located at 20672 Laguna
Canyon Road, is open
daily from 6 a.m. to dusk.
It is closed on Wednesdays
for maintenance.

Continued from page A1
PARK

Photos by Kevin Chang | Staff Photographer

LAGUNA BEACH artist Diane Lamboley poses in front of
her photograph, the first art piece as part of an art gallery
at the Laguna Beach Dog Park.

A GOLDEN RETRIEVER plays around at the Laguna
Beach Dog Park during the 30th anniversary celebration.

andrew.turner@latimes.com
Twitter: @AndrewTurnerTCN

“As a Christian family
who believes in the mis-
sion of Vanguard Uni-
versity, we are proud to
give the lead gift to help
launch this state-of-the-art
facility,” Evelyn Freed said
in a statement. “We are
thrilled to see the Freed
Center for Leadership and
Service now being built, as
it will be a dynamic space
for all students. Located at
the heart of the campus,
students will gather, learn,
and acquire life skills in

this building for many
decades to come. It is a joy
to be part of Vanguard’s
journey over the past cen-
tury to educate, equip and
give God’s vision to the

next generation of Chris-
tian leaders and servants.”

Continued from page A1
UNIVERSITY

Scott Smeltzer

SAMSON
THE LION
cheers Evelyn
Freed at
Vanguard
University’s
new Freed
Center for
Leadership
and Service.

matthew.szabo
@latimes.com
Twitter: @mjszabo
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birthday parties. Costa
Mesa Mayor John Stephens
said the experience can be
a formative one for chil-
dren under 5.

“If you ask kids who
travel on these tracks,
what’s your first memory,
many of them will say right
here. I know my [adult]
kids would,” Stephens said
as he addressed a small
crowd. “It’s created so
many treasured memo-
ries.”

Although it stretches just
a little more than 30 feet in
length, the brand new
bridge marks the comple-
tion of a colossal effort un-
dertaken by OCME mem-
bers, who spent several
months building the struc-
ture themselves.

Its cost — which came in
at more than $32,000 —
was a tall order for the all-
volunteer nonprofit, which
not too long ago spent
$300,000 replacing 4 miles
of train tracks as part of a
six-year campaign.

An incident of vandal-
ism at Fairview last De-
cember racked up even
more expenses for the be-
leaguered club, as un-
known suspects caused
thousands of dollars of
damage. That’s when local
elected officials and busi-
ness owners stepped in to
assist.

Orange County Supervi-
sor Katrina Foley donated
$15,000 toward the cleanup
and replacement of the
trestle bridge, an amount
that was later matched by
the city of Costa Mesa.

Love Costa Mesa, a cam-
paign of the nonprofit Trel-
lis, and Ganahl Lumber
contributed labor and ma-
terials, while Newport Ex-
terminating treated the
lumber against rot and ter-
mites and La Habra Fence
helped build new gates.

Those contributions,
along with countless small
donations from fans and
supporters, made the re-
build possible, according
to OCME member Hank
Castignetti.

“The outpouring from
the community for build-
ing the trestle was really
overwhelming,” he said,
indicating that, since Feb-
ruary, more than 17,000
free rides have been

logged.
Tuesday’s ceremony also

honored the memory of
Hank Hornsveld, founder
of Hank’s Electric and a
longtime member who
built the original trestle
bridge in 1991. He passed
in 2018 at the age of 96.

A trio of his grandchil-
dren — brother and sister
Kevin Hornsveld and Noel
Whitmarsh and their cous-
in, Michelle Christensen —
were presented with a spe-
cial plaque remembering
the bridge’s namesake.

Christensen recalled her
“Opa” taking her to ride
the trains in Riverside, be-
fore the O.C. Model Engi-
neers incorporated in 1985
and laid down their first
580-foot track in Fairview
Park. Once the Costa Mesa
facility had been estab-
lished, it became a regular
haunt.

“I think both of my kids’
first five birthday parties
were at this park,” she said,
remembering her grand-
father’s work ethic and en-

thusiasm.
“He liked being busy and

loved tinkering. I’m sure
that part of the challenge
of building this [bridge]
played on all of that,”
Christensen continued.
“He loved it here. He would
be so excited to see they
didn’t just move on to
something else.”

“He’d be very proud of
it,” Kevin Hornsveld
agreed, as tiny trains in
motion dotted Fairview’s
expansive horizons. “He’s
up there looking down
thinking, that’s my bridge.”

sara.cardine@latimes.com
Twitter: @SaraCardine

Continued from page A1
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Kevin Chang | Staff Photographer

A PLAQUE from when Hank Hornsveld completed the first
trestle bridge in 1991was presented to his grandchildren
Tuesday during a ceremony at Costa Mesa’s Fairview Park.

Woman accused of inappropriate
comments, grabbing 2 children in F.V.

A 27-year-old woman was behind bars Tuesday on sus-
picion of making inappropriate comments and grabbing
two children in Fountain Valley.

Anisa Lopez of Anaheim was accused of making the
comments to several juveniles around Magnolia Street and
Talbert Avenue on Monday as they were getting out of
school, police said. She was also accused of “inappropri-
ately” grabbing two of the children, police said.

Officers arrived on scene and arrested Lopez, who was
booked on suspicion of terrorist threats, sexual battery and
child abuse. She was being held on $100,000 bail.

Lopez has two pending misdemeanor cases for pos-
session of a controlled substance and refusing to leave at
an officer’s request, according to court records.

Police: Girl brought gun to school
A 14-year-old Fountain Valley High School student took

a loaded handgun onto the campus of Westminster High
School and has been booked into Orange County Juvenile
Hall, Westminster police said Tuesday.

The teen, whose name was not released, was booked on
suspicion of possession of a weapon at school, being a mi-
nor in possession of a handgun and carrying a concealed
firearm.

Police were dispatched about 12:15 p.m. Monday to
Westminster High School. The girl showed the weapon to
another student in a restroom, police said.

Staff at the school detained the teen and took the gun
away as police were called to the campus, police said.

It didn’t appear the girl made any specific threats against
school officials or students, police said.

— City News Service

BRIEFLY IN PUBLIC SAFETY

sue that our department is
addressing and combating
in many ways, such as hav-
ing extra officers on duty
and officers actively patrol-
ling different neighbor-
hoods throughout New-
port Beach.”

Deputy Police Chief Joe
Cartwright said in Febru-
ary that some of the rob-
beries involved South

American theft groups that
he said have a tendency to
target affluent communi-
ties like Newport Beach.

In a report prepared for
the agenda item Tuesday,
city staff said authorities
have made close to 200 ar-
rests for residential crime
and burglary over the last
two years but stress that a
more comprehensive ap-
proach is needed to tackle
the issue.

The committee will
comprise three community

members who are required
to be registered residents
and voters of the city, and
have a background in
criminal justice or public
safety to be appointed by
the mayor and later con-
firmed by the City Council.

The deadline to seek
people for those positions
will be about one week af-
ter public notices are pub-
lished. The committee is
expected to sunset on June
30.

“Residents have been in-

creasingly raising their
concerns about home in-
vasions,” Mayor Kevin
Muldoon said Wednesday.
“With the assistance of our
law enforcement, the com-
mittee will help educate
residents on the latest
criminal tactics used by
residential burglars and
how we can work together
to improve the safety of
our neighborhoods.”

lilly.nguyen@latimes.com
Twitter: @lillibirds
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A jury found a former Newport
Beach bar employee not guilty of
selling fentanyl that left one person
dead and sent three others to hospi-
tals nearly six years ago, but did con-
vict him on counts alleging he dealt
cocaine, methamphetamine, MDMA
and hydrocodone.

Sean McLaughlin, 48, of Aliso Vi-
ejo, was the security manager at
American Junkie, a chain bar and
grill on the Balboa Peninsula that has
since been closed. That’s where four
men who later tested positive for fu-
ranylfentanyl, a potent opiod nearly
identical in structure to fentanyl, lost
consciousness at about 1 a.m. on
Nov. 18, 2016. One of them, then 25-
year-old Ahmed Said, died.

“I was confident from day one that
[McLaughlin] didn’t provide those
drugs,” his lawyer, Dan Chambers,
said. “My hope is that this trial
brought to light some of the defi-
ciencies in the investigation ... My
hope is that they will find who gave
those drugs to Mr. Said and the oth-
ers because I think that his family
deserves that. I mean, this kid was
25.”

Assistant U.S. attorneys Bradley
Marrett and Melissa Rabanni
brought forth multiple witnesses
who testified that a pharmacy of il-
licit drugs and McLaughlin’s DNA
were in a locker secured with his lock
at American Junkie. However, fu-
ranylfentanyl was not among the
drugs found during a search of the
business or the defendant’s home.

McLaughlin was seen in surveil-

lance footage near where the drugs
were kept on the second floor while
the rest of the bar’s employees were
downstairs waiting to be questioned
by police. Prosecutors suggested that
he either disposed of any furanylfen-
tanyl in the building at that point or
pocketed it to get rid of it elsewhere.
Chambers called that theory specu-
lation.

Two of the people who were hospi-
talized that evening, Daron Mu-
ratyan and Josh Selley, told jurors
McLaughlin was the only person
who sold drugs to them on the night
they overdosed. However, some
statements they and others made
from the witness stand differed from
what they told investigators in the
days after Said’s death. Chambers ac-
cused them of lying.

One witness, Adel Aziz, testified
that he was outside of the bar after
customers were cleared out and
overheard McLaughlin say “What did
you give me?” in what prosecutors
called a frantic exchange. But he did
not mention hearing those words
when he was initially interviewed by
investigators, and no call logs con-
firming whether that conversation
happened were presented in court.

The defendant’s attorney claimed
there were others seen in surveil-
lance footage who might have sold
the drug that caused the overdoses at
American Junkie. Newport Beach Po-
lice Det. Rick Henry said during trial
that he did not watch the video prior
to taking McLaughlin into custody.

One person seen at the bar who
McLaughlin’s defense cast scrutiny
upon was Derrek Elias. He received a
text from Said asking for “white girl,”
a slang term for cocaine, prior to the
victim’s arrival at American Junkie.
Another was an as-of-yet unidenti-
fied man with a fade haircut who
was seen fraternizing with them that
evening.

“There were so many other poten-
tial people that could have given
[Said] the fentanyl,” Chambers said.
“It’s hard not to find reasonable
doubt because so much of it was
caught on camera.”

McLaughlin had been facing a
minimum 20-year prison sentence if
found guilty in Said, Selley and Mu-
ratyan’s overdoses. He is tentatively
scheduled to return to Judge David
Carter’s courtroom in the Ronald
Reagan Federal Building in Santa
Ana for a sentencing hearing on April
3, regarding the other charges he was
convicted on.

A handful of McLaughlin’s relatives
were present throughout proceed-
ings. After jurors read their verdict
and then left the room Tuesday, he
and his children wept as they em-
braced each other.

Jury finds former bar manager
not guilty in fatal 2016 overdose
BY ERIC LICAS

eric.licas@latimes.com
Twitter: @EricLicas

“There were so
many other potential
people that could
have given [Said]
the fentanyl.”

Attorney Dan Chambers
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Spooky Concert

TICKETS

For tickets, go tohttps://bit.ly/3BCDiGa

Children, families and friends are all

invited to our Spooky Concert! The

concert will feature “spooky haunted

house” songs, followed by Dr. Stephen

Ball on the organ accompanying the

classic silent Dracula film “Nosferatu.”

Suggested donation: $20 per family.

Trunk or Treat
Oct. 30th at 4:30 p.m. at St. James!

Wear costumes!
Bring the kids & their friends!

It’s sure to giveIt’s sure to give
you chills andyou chills and
thrills—ourthrills—our

Spooky ConcertSpooky Concert
has somethinghas something
for the wholefor the whole

family!family!

Oct. 30th at 5:30 p.m.Oct. 30th at 5:30 p.m.
at St. Jamesat St. James

Our evening of spooky fun will begin at
4:30 p.m. at the church with an out-
door “Trunk or Treat” with a bounce
house and treats for your kids and the
community. Put on your costumes and
come and enjoy the fun, and then stay
for our Spooky Concert at 5:30 p.m.!!
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Wrestling may not be one of the
first athletic programs that one
thinks of at Ocean View High, but
the Huntington Beach school re-
cently hired a coach who has put
the sport first his whole life.

Petros Petrosyan, 59, a deco-
rated wrestler on the world stage,
is about to embark on a new ad-
venture, as he approaches his first
season as the head coach of the
Seahawks.

Earlier this month, Petrosyan
won the gold medal in the 88-kilo-
gram freestyle division of the
United World Wrestling Veterans
World Championships in Bulgaria.
It marked the second time he has
won a title at the tournament.

Petrosyan now takes over a pro-
gram that has struggled to bring
students into the wrestling room,
at times working with single digits
in terms of the number of partici-
pants. The Los Alamitos resident
said he was looking for a program
close to home that he could build
from the ground up.

Some students have told
Petrosyan that they are looking to
place in the Golden West League,
but Petrosyan is intent on helping
them to exceed that goal.

“Most are looking at placing in
league, while I’m looking at going
much, much further than that,”
Petrosyan said. “Confidence is
built through hard work slowly. I
know how to build this. I will help
them, as I remember starting as a
young village boy in Vanadzor,
[Armenia], then moving up to na-
tional and international levels of
competition.”

Ocean View athletic director

Tim Walsh said that sports like
wrestling that did not have built-
in youth leagues feeding into the
high school suffered because of
the coronavirus pandemic. Walsh
is excited about welcoming
Petrosyan onto campus.

“He exudes an incredible pas-
sion for wrestling,” Walsh said of
Petrosyan. “Frankly, we’re at a spot
with our program where we need
that. We’ve had a situation the last
few years that it’s been super in-
consistent, and he’s so invested in
wrestling.

“… I get a great vibe from him.
He’s a great human, just talking to
him about life, in general. This
guy that’s such an incredible
wrestler himself, that’s had so
much success — who I’m confi-

dent could destroy me if he
wanted to — is such a mild-man-
nered gentleman. … You wouldn’t
guess he’s this incredible, tough
human being just because of the
way he carries himself.”

Sol Pool, a senior wrestler for
the Seahawks, said that Petrosyan
has taught the wrestlers new
moves and reinforced them in the
days that followed. Pool said he
has been able to learn up close
from Petrosyan, who has served as
his sparring partner at times.

“I hope to show them that I am
not just [a] competitor [and]
coach, but someone they can
come to like a second father, or at
least an uncle,” Petrosyan said of
what he hopes to provide his stu-
dents. “All wrestlers on a team are

automatically family — your
teammates are your brothers and
sisters.

“The highs, the [lows], the ca-
maraderie, mutual respect built,
sweat, blood and tears of training
in the world’s hardest sport binds
us together. They will see that the
accomplishments they achieve
through wrestling will redefine
them into better versions of them-
selves. When they go to college,
learn their trades, start their own
businesses, they will be vastly
more successful because they
were wrestlers and champions be-
fore.”

A 10-time Armenian national
champion and an eight-time U.S.
Open Masters national champion,
Petrosyan moved to the United

States two decades ago. He is now
the head wrestling coach for Or-
ange County Grappling.

That relationship began when
Petrosyan and Brian Jones, a
multi-time world medalist him-
self, walked into a gym for a work-
out. Gene Patiño, a co-founder of
Orange County Grappling, knew
then it could be a one-time ap-
pearance, but it turned out not to
be so.

“He was working out here and
wrestling, coaching some of the
guys, and the guys liked him
coaching,” Patiño said. “They
were like, ‘Man, I’ve never seen
this style.’

“This is a different style that he
coaches than the American-style
wrestling. … Way more foot
sweeps, throws, there’s integration
with judo. The European style is
not as full-force aggressive as the
American-style wrestling, and it’s
more technical.”

HIGH SCHOOL WRESTLING

World-class wrestler to lead Ocean View

Kevin Chang | Staff Photographer

PETROS PETROSYAN is the new wrestling coach at Ocean View High School.

Petros Petrosyan enters
his first year as the
Seahawks’ head coach
with a goal to revitalize
the wrestling program.
BYANDREWTURNER

“Confidence is built
through hard work
slowly. I know how
to build this. I will
help them, as I
remember starting
as a young village
boy in Vanadzor,
[Armenia], then
moving up to
national and
international levels
of competition.”

Petros Petrosyan
Ocean View wrestling coach

andrew.turner@latimes.com
Twitter: @AndrewTurnerTCN


