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I t’s the season of giving in
Newport Beach.

Dozens of military families
from across Orange County will
receive donations of gifts from
Newport Beach residents as part
of Operation Christmas, an out-
reach program organized by
nonprofit Our Nation’s Heroes
Foundation. The city’s involve-
ment with the campaign dates
back at least 15 years, according
to city staff.

Organizers picked up dona-
tions at Fire Station 7 on
Wednesday.

“The city is proud of our long-
time partnership with Operation
Christmas to support our mili-
tary families and their children,”
Fire Chief Jeff Boyles said. “I’d
like to thank our residents for
their generous donations of toys
and other gifts that will make a
lot of kids happy this Christmas.”

The campaign itself dates back
to 2004.

Gifts will be distributed to
families across all military
branches in Orange County and
nationwide, all as a part of an
effort that “chief elf” Brad White
said was to show military fam-
ilies that citizens appreciated and
supported them for their efforts.

White said some families this
year have been affected by the
pandemic and left parents with-
out a job. He added that he
wasn’t even sure there would be
a drive this year because of
COVID-19, but that “Christmas
miracles have been happening
every day.”

“We’ve done [Operation Christ-
mas] before and we’re all used to
doing it, but it’s literally almost
like a Christmas movie. You don’t
know what’s going to happen the
next day. I don’t mean to sound
generic, but it’s absolutely heart-
warming and amazing and there
is so many good feelings and
Christmas hope,” White said.
“Things are going to be OK.
We’re all going to get through
this together.”

About 3,000 presents are esti-
mated to have been collected for
distribution, and White said
Operation Christmas will contin-
ue to collect donations even after
the holidays for families.

“We’re on Christmas duty with
our Santa hats,” White said in an
interview Tuesday, laughing.
“Anything that comes with an
11th-hour arrival, we’ll make sure
it gets to [the families].”

— Lilly Nguyen

Photos by Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer
SGT.MICKEYBOONYODOM, left, hands a toy toNewport Beach Fire Department Capt. Ty Lunde onWednesday. The city of Newport Beach handed
off toys to be donated tomembers of the armed services for Operation Christmas, a campaign to provide presents tomilitary families currently serving.

Newport Beach gives back to military
families through Operation Christmas

ABOVE: Stf. Sgt.
Alonzo Martinez,
left, helps his
son Abraham, 6,
pick out a toy
during Operation
Christmas.
LEFT: Sgt. 1st.
Class Kenneth
Kinney takes
donated toys for
Operation
Christmas to an
awaiting van.

As the ongoing tide of co-
ronavirus cases pushes health-
care workers to their breaking
point — and with the number
of COVID-19 patients and
those on ventilators at an all-
time pandemic high — Orange
County hospitalizations con-
tinued to ratchet upward
Thursday.

Orange County Health Care
Agency officials reported
Thursday 3,490 more individu-
als had been infected with the
virus, while 1,893 were being
treated for COVID-19 in area
hospitals. Of those, 405 were in
being seen in intensive care
units.

The news comes as the Cali-
fornia Department of Public
Health announced Thursday
the number of infections state-
wide had surpassed 2 million
people, with 2,003,146 con-
firmed cases to date.

“While this means we are le-
veraging our testing capacity, it
is a reminder that this virus
continues to spread through
our communities,” Dr. Mark
Ghaly, Secretary of California’s
Health and Human Services
Agency said in a statement.
“Hospitals are full, ICU beds
are few, people are dying. The
simplest thing we can do, but
also the most significant, is to
stay home.”

Gov. Gavin Newsom said
Monday a regional stay-at-
home order for 11 Southern

COVID-19
infections
surpass
2 million
statewide
InOrangeCounty,
healthofficials report
3,490morecases,while
1,893arebeing treated
inareahospitals.
BY SARA CARDINE

See COVID-19, page A2

Carol Carlson knows that the
novel coronavirus pandemic
can really weigh on children.

Carlson, the program direc-
tor of the Waymakers Orange
County youth shelters in La-
guna Beach and Tustin, has
seen it firsthand.

“We’re concerned about the
fragility of the kids,” she said.
“What’s happened is that kids
who already were at risk or suf-
fering from depression and
anxiety, this has kind of caused
even more isolation for them.
They don’t have their peers or
school or other places where
they can have outlets for some
of those feelings and symp-
toms, and they’re maybe living
in a home where there’s been
some financial strain because
of the pandemic.”

Carlson said that homeless-
ness also has increased among
the 12- to 17-year-olds served
by Waymakers, the Santa Ana-
based nonprofit which also
has a youth shelter in Hunting-
ton Beach.

And funds are low, also due
to COVID-19. With local busi-
nesses also struggling, she is
appealing to the public for
help this holiday season.

Carlson, who first started
volunteering at the Laguna
Beach youth shelter in 1988,

Waymakers
shelters
calling for
holiday
donations
Theyouth facilities,
with locations in
HuntingtonBeach
andLaguna,havebeen
hardhit byCOVID-19.
BYMATT SZABO

See Shelters, page A2

Billionaire bond investor Bill Gross and his
girlfriend were found Wednesday by a Orange
County Superior Court judge to have harassed
their neighbors with loud music, including the
theme song to the classic TV show “Gilligan’s
Island,” in a dispute over a $1-million outdoor
lawn sculpture.

Judge Kimberly Knill also ruled that Gross
had failed to prove that his Laguna Beach
neighbor, Mark Towfiq, had invaded his pri-
vacy.

She issued a civil harassment order prohib-
iting Gross and his partner, Amy Schwartz,
from violating the noise provisions of the city’s
municipal code and playing music on their
outdoor speakers when they were not outside
themselves. She denied Gross’ own request for
a civil harassment order.

The decision followed a trial for dueling civil
harassment orders that started Nov. 9 and
concluded last week after nine days of testi-
mony and closing arguments, including a
break when the 76-year-old retired bond in-
vestor and his partner were potentially ex-
posed to the coronavirus.

It featured the kind of legal fire power more
typical of high-stakes litigation than a dispute
between neighbors, with each party employ-
ing a battery of attorneys, including quick-on-
their-feet trial litigators who questioned 11
witnesses.

Even in Southern California, where fights
between rich and famous neighbors are some-
thing of a staple, the dispute that broke out in
Laguna Beach between a wealthy tech entre-

preneur and the even wealthier bond investor
attracted attention.

One side claimed harassment by loud music
after complaining about netting put up to pro-
tect the outdoor sculpture; the other side al-
leged invasion of privacy by a neighbor they
accused of being a Peeping Tom.

The blue, blown-glass lawn sculpture by art-

ist Dale Chihuly, whose work adorns the Bella-
gio Hotel & Casino in Las Vegas, was installed
by Gross and partner Amy Schwartz last year
near the property line they shared with Towfiq
and his wife on a stretch of South Coast High-
way home to mansions.

LagunaBeach billionaire Bill Gross harassed his
neighborwith ‘Gilligan’s Island’ song, judge rules

Mark Towfiq

THE DISPUTE between Laguna Beach neighbors Bill Gross and Mark Towfiq centers on a
$1-million glass sculpture and netting outside Gross’ home.

BY LAURENCE DARMIENTO

See Gross, page A3
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(949) 645-8512
www.jimjenningsmasonry.com

www.jimjenningsmasonry.com

LET JIM’S 43 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
WORK FOR YOU

Specializing in:

Installation of Brick, Stone,
Slate Patios & Entries
Patio & Yard Drainage

Concrete & Masonry Repairs
The secret to good masonry repair

comes from knowing exactly What kind
of material was used and where to get
it now. All used Brick, common brick,
slate and stone are not the same.

Lic# 827800 Since 1969

Jim Jennings
Custom Masonry Inc

45

Make Old Patio Look New
Repair Stucco, Stone or Loose Brick

Pressure and Acid Wash.

51

Make the Holidays
BRIGHT

©2020 Solatube Home

562-567-0148

SolatubeHome.com/LAT

Virtual Consultations • 2 Hour Contactless Installation • CDC Safety Procedures

Give the gift of
natural lighting this
holiday season.
• Brighten kitchens, hallways,
bathrooms, etc.

• Enhance your space with
decorative fixtures

• Get natural light inside
your home

• High performance
insolated glass

Lic.# 847890

Replace your old,
cracked skylights
fast.

BEFORE

AFTER

GET $50 GIVE $50

Call for promotion details

Make the Holidays
BRIGHT

GET $50     GIVE $50

714-242-5053

ACROSS
1 Duryea or
Blocker
4 Squirrels away
9 Rife with foliage
13 Perishes
15 Fish with a net
16 See at a
distance
17 "Phooey!"
18 Math
comparison
19 Go off the deep
end
20 Rocket
22 Levelheaded
23 Shove
24 Prefix for
occupied or
cooked
26 Full-price ticket
buyers
29 Awhirl
34 Big brawl
35 Adds to the
payroll
36 Fawn's mother
37 Top file drawer,
perhaps
38 Cake
ingredient
39 Low dam built
across a river
40 Girl's nickname
41 Overly
sentimental
42 "__ porridge
hot"
43 Three-of-a-kind
beater
45 Tureen utensils
46 Remain behind
47 Auctioneer's
cry
48 Dull-colored
51 Put in capital
letters
56 Le Mans
competition
57 Dinner course
58 Orderly
60 Above
61 Valuable cache
62 Spew forth
63 Nuisance
64 Stitched
65 Animal pen

DOWN
1 Shameful report

card
2 Broadcasts
3 Tide type
4 Cause of a
nervous
breakdown
5 Rubbish
6 Sworn
statement

7 1939-45 conflict,
for short
8 Not as tidy
9 Diminish
10 Plebes' acad.
11 Extend across
12 Overblown
publicity
14 Attached

papers together
21 Adorable
25 Med. personnel
26 Pile up
27 First
appearance
28 Reason to take
Prilosec
29 Vision
30 Say the rosary,
e.g.
31 Perfect
32 Din
33 Actor Richard's
kin
35 "Be quiet!"
38 Implies
39 End of the
single life
41 Actress Farrow
42 Compadres
44 Einstein, for
one
45 Drunk
47 Barber's
offering
48 Bit of rain
49 Talk wildly
50 King toppers
52 Actress
Winningham
53 Farm machine
54 Chief Greek
deity
55 E on a vane
59 "hallowed be __
name"

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Jacqueline E.
Mathews

SUDOKU
By The Mepham Group

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit, 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit sudoku.org.uk.

Tribune Media
Services

For answers to the crossword and
Sudoku puzzles, see page A3.

does not know who will be
in each of the six beds of
the Laguna Beach location
from day to day. But she
knows she wants to pro-
vide them with a holiday
experience.

The Laguna Beach
Youth Shelter, a three-
story bungalow built in
1939, has been a mainstay
in the community. It cele-
brated its 40th anniversary
last year.

“We’re asking for the
community to give if they
can,” she said. “We know
everybody’s struggling
right now, but we could
really use some help dur-
ing the holidays in par-
ticular, to be able to make
sure we keep our essential
services going and our
doors open for the kids.”

Waymakers serves more
than 140,000 people a year

in Orange County, Carlson
said, and each of the youth
shelters houses about 100
youngsters per year as
well.

She said the pandemic
has caused the youth shel-
ters to have the longest
wait lists she has seen, and
the struggle is keeping
them going 24-7 given the
constraints in place.

“It’s temporary shelter
for children who are expe-
riencing difficulty at home
or have had a suicide at-
tempt or threat, and need
a safe respite to recover
and stabilize,” Carlson
said.

“Our goal always is for
family reunification. We’re
keeping them safe and
working with them, we’re
doing counseling, 24-hour
care and teaching them
coping skills. We’re work-
ing with the families to
kind of restore some peace
in their households and
help them with safety
planning for their child,
then reunifying them so
that they can hopefully go
on to a little more success-
ful days ahead.”

Waymakers’ Huntington
Beach Youth Shelter,
which has been open for

14 years, has 12 beds to
serve youth in need.

The organization is do-
ing its best to navigate the
COVID-19 waters while
giving some holiday cheer
to the youngsters in need.

“The clients we serve
predominantly are strug-
gling anyway, so they have
a lot of challenges,” Way-
makers Executive Director
Ronnetta Johnson said.
“Anything we can do to
help alleviate those chal-
lenges, especially at the
holiday time, can make
things a little bit more nor-
mal, so to speak. Helping
them to have their gifts
and just a little bit of
brightness in their lives is
really important.”

Donations can be made
at waymakersoc.org/
donate. Those who want
to donate to a particular
location can also contact
that location directly.

The Laguna Beach
Youth Shelter can be
reached at (949) 494-4311,
the Huntington Beach
Youth Shelter at (714) 842-
6600 and the Tustin Youth
Shelter at (714) 714-0780.

Photos by Don Leach | Staff Photographer
CAROLCARLSON,WaymakersOrangeCounty's children's crisis residential programdirector,
stands in frontof a fenceofhand-stampsatoneof theWaymakersyouthsheltersonTuesday.

A TILEMESSAGE adorns a path outside at one of
the Waymakers youth shelters on Tuesday.

Continued from page A1
SHELTERS

matthew.szabo@latimes.com
Twitter: @mjszabo

California counties, imple-
mented Dec. 7 and ex-
pected to last for a three-
week period, would likely
be extended beyond
Dec. 28 but did not indi-
cate for how much longer.

Thursday’s new Orange
County cases pushes the
county’s total number of
infections so far to 138,310
individuals. A single death
recorded brings Orange
County fatalities to 1,782.

County residents be-
tween ages 25 and 55 ac-
counted for nearly 52% of
all the new cases, or 1,796
infections, with a reported
678 people between the
ages of 25 and 34 recorded
Thursday as infected.

Orange County’s seven-
day average of new cases
stands at 51.8 per 100,000
residents, while the aver-
age health equity quartile
positivity rate rose this
week to 22.7%.

With Christmas just one
day away, coronavirus
testing super sites were
packed with vehicles.
Some 20,130 tests were is-
sued countywide Thurs-
day, bringing the cumula-
tive number of tests issued
to 1,926,712 and account-
ing for a seven-day aver-
age testing positivity rate
of 15.2%.

Here are the latest cu-
mulative coronavirus case
counts and COVID-19
deaths for select cities in
Orange County:

• Santa Ana: 26,935
cases; 360 deaths

• Anaheim: 23,292 cases;
381 deaths

• Huntington Beach:
5,517 cases; 96 deaths

• Costa Mesa: 4,492
cases; 51 deaths

• Irvine: 5,039 cases; 20
deaths

• Newport Beach: 2,068
cases; 28 deaths

• Fountain Valley: 1,730
cases; 25 deaths

• Laguna Beach: 460
cases; fewer than five

deaths
Here are the case counts

by age group, followed by
deaths:

• 0 to 17: 12,957 cases;
one death

• 18 to 24: 19,660 cases;
five deaths

• 25 to 34: 28,763 cases;
26 deaths

• 35 to 44: 21,842 cases;
42 deaths

• 45 to 54: 22,361 cases;
131 deaths

• 55 to 64: 16,940 cases;
242 deaths

• 65 to 74: 8,449 cases;
351 deaths

• 75 to 84: 4,265 cases;
393 deaths

• 85 and older: 3,002
cases; 591 deaths

Updated figures are
posted daily at occovid19
.ochealthinfo.com/corona
virus-in-oc.

For information on get-
ting tested, visit occovid
19.ochealthinfo.com/
covid-19-testing.

Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

SHOPPERSWALK past a Christmas tree at Pacific City in Huntington Beach on Monday.

Continued from page A1
COVID-19

sara.cardine@latimes.com
Twitter: @SaraCardine
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LEGAL NOTICE
LAGUNA BEACH CITY COUNCIL

The Laguna Beach City Council will hold a virtual Public Meeting to
consider: Lot Line Adjustment 20-7338 and Coastal Development
Permit 20-7339 to relocate internal property lines at 336 and 392
Lookout Drive. This matter will be approved on the “Consent
Calendar” unless a Councilmember or a member in the audi-
ence requests that the matter be considered separately. SAID
PUBLIC MEETING to be held: Tuesday, January 12, 2021 at 5:00
p.m. For additional information, contact Scott Drapkin, Planning
Manager, at (949) 497-0362 or sdrapkin@lagunabeachcity.net, or
Joseph Gelber, Property Owner representative, at (949) 715-4515.
City Council Members may also be contacted to discuss issues
and questions about the proposed application. A listing of the
City Council Members’ names and phone numbers is available
at City Hall and on the City’s website (www.lagunabeachcity.
net). The application may be examined on the City’s website at
the following link (available 72 hours before the public hearing):
http://www.lagunabeachcity.net/cityhall/citygov/cityclerk/mam.htm.
Click on the City Council Agenda (located to the right of the City
Council hearing date/time) under the Upcoming Events section
and then click on the specific agenda item. The Council Cham-
bers will not be open to the public. However, comments may
be made via teleconferencing during the Public Hearing, or in
writing/email. It is recommended that written correspondence be
delivered/emailed to City Hall preferably at least 2 days before
the hearing. If, in the future, you wish to challenge the subject
in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues you (or
someone else) raised at the Public Hearing described in this notice,
or in written correspondence delivered to the City Council at, or
prior to the Public Hearing. This proposal is exempt from the
provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
pursuant to Article 5 (Preliminary Review of Projects), Section
15061(b)(3) (no possibility of a significant environmental effect).
The proposed project is in the City of Laguna Beach Coastal
Zone. A Coastal Development Permit was requested on October
14, 2020, and the proposed project is not appealable to the
Coastal Commission. Ann Marie McKay, City Clerk

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER
ESTATE OF:

AUDREY STEELE BURNAND
CASE NO. 30-2020-01174943-PR-PW-CJC

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent
creditors, and persons who may otherwise be
interested in the WILL or estate, or both of
AUDREY STEELE BURNAND.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by
WHITTIER TRUST COMPANY, GRETCHEN H.
ALENIN AND WILBUR D. LAYMAN in the
Superior Court of California, County of ORANGE.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that NO
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE IS BEING
APPOINTED. PETITIONERS ARE SEEKING TO
FILE DECEDENT'S WILL TO BE ADMITTED TO
PROBATE FOR THE SOLE PURPOSE OF
EXERCISING THE POWERS OF APPOINTMENT
UNDER THE PROVISION IN THE WILL.
THE PETITION requests the decedent's WILL and
codicils, if any, be admitted to probate. The WILL
and any codicils are available for examination in
the file kept by the court.
A HEARING on the petition will be held in this
court as follows: 01/20/21 at 10:30AM in Dept.
C06 located at 700 CIVIC CENTER DRIVE
WEST, SANTA ANA, CA 92701

Notice of Public Cases
(1) If you plan to appear, you must attend the
hearing by video remote using Microsoft Teams;
(2) Go to the Court's website at
http://www.occourts.org/media-relations/probate-
mental-health.html to appear for probate hearings;
and for remote hearing instructions; (3) If you have
difficulty connecting to your remote hearing, call
657-622-8278 for assistance.
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition,
you should appear at the hearing and state your
objections or file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance may be in
person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent
creditor of the decedent, you must file your claim
with the court and mail a copy to the personal
representative appointed by the court within the
later of either (1) four months from the date of first
issuance of letters to a general personal
representative, as defined in section 58(b) of the
California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the
date of mailing or personal delivery to you of a
notice under section 9052 of the California
Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal authority may
affect your rights as a creditor. You may want to
consult with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If
you are a person interested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for Special Notice
(form DE-154) of the filing of an inventory and
appraisal of estate assets or of any petition or
account as provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special Notice form is
available from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
MEGAN S. ACOSTA, ESQ.
SBN 261322, ACOSTA BUSINESS & ESTATE
PLANNING
2030 MAIN STREET, SUITE 1600
IRVINE CA 92614-7257
CO-COUNCIL:
TERENCE S. NUNAN, ESQ.
SBN 62287
PARKER, MILLIKEN, CLARK, O'HARA &
SAMUELIAN
555 S. FLOWER STREET
30TH FLOOR
LOS ANGELES CA 90071
12/24, 12/25, 12/31/20
CNS-3426080#
NEWPORT HARBOR NEWS PRESS
COMBINED WITH DAILY PILOT

To place an ad, go to
http://timescommunityadvertising.com/
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Vinyl RecordsWanted
$$$ Top cash paid

4 all or part of collection.
Jazz, Classical,

Psychedelic, Blues
949-933-6777 Mike

Miscellaneous
Merchandise
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It's
the solution
you're
searching
for-whether
you're
seeking a
home,
apartment,
pet
or new
occupation!
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Towfiq testified that
while the 22-foot-long in-
stallation featuring swim-
ming marlin, traditional
Japanese fishing globes and
cobalt-colored reeds
“wasn’t necessarily our
style,” he and his wife Carol
Nakahara weren’t bothered
by it.

However, he said they
were far less pleased when
their neighbors in April
erected a 12-foot-high net-
ting structure to protect the
sculpture during tree trim-
ming and stormy weather
— yet it rarely came down.
Nakahara, on the stand,
called it “legitimately like a
big soccer net.”

Towfiq said he tried mul-
tiple times to resolve the is-
sue, texting Schwartz, con-
tacting the couple’s proper-
ty manager and even send-
ing a letter.

He said he ultimately felt
“helpless” and decided to
complain to the city, which
issued Gross a July 28 no-
tice of violation stating the
sculpture and netting struc-
ture lacked permits. The
next weekend, Towfiq testi-
fied, the noise harassment
began — “I immediately
connected the two,” he
said.

A fair portion of the trial
was spent on the noise
complaints, including the
allegation that Gross and
Schwartz played the iconic
theme song to the classic
TV show “Gilligan’s Island”
on a loop at all hours.

Towfiq testified the music
from their neighbor’s out-
door speaker system was so
loud it penetrated the con-
crete walls of his multimil-
lion-dollar house, designed
by a noted modernist archi-
tect, forcing the couple to
move out of their master
bedroom — it was “almost
like PTSD,” he said.

In support of the accusa-
tions, Towfiq’s attorney
called to the stand Laguna
Beach police officers, who
testified that they heard
loud music coming from
the Gross and Schwartz res-
idence while responding to
noise complaints.

One of the officers and a
city code enforcement offi-
cial also testified that Gross
and Schwartz said they
would lower the music if
Towfiq dropped his com-
plaint about the sculpture.

Chase Scolnick, the trial
attorney for Towfiq and his
wife, made hay of a Gross
text responding to Towfiq’s
request to turn down the
music: “Peace on all fronts
or well [sic] just have
nightly concerts big boy.”
Gross testified that the text
actually referred to Towfiq’s
picture-taking, behavior
that the bond investor de-
scribed as “peeping.”

Jill Basinger, the trial at-
torney for Gross and
Schwartz, tried to poke
holes in the noise harass-
ment claims. She argued
they were overblown and
called in an audio expert to
create doubt about the ac-
curacy of iPhone recordings
made by Towfiq, since the
volume controls can be ma-
nipulated.

“Yes. It is true. Mr. Gross
and Ms. Schwartz play mu-
sic. They play music at
night. They like music,” ar-
gued Basinger.

She said that the only re-
cording evidence presented
at trial of the “Gilligan’s Is-
land” theme song and loud
music being played past
9 p.m. occurred the week-
end after the city notice was
received.

But she argued that that
was only because the cou-
ple had recently learned the
TV show was special to
them. Schwartz testified the
couple discovered that the
opening credits to “Gilli-
gan’s Island” featured a
scene shot in Newport
Beach that was identical to

a view from another home
they have there.

In attempting to prove
Towfiq had an obsession
with Gross and Schwartz,
Basinger cited questions
Towfiq had asked the
neighbor selling the home
and a real estate agent
about the couple before
they moved in. But when
she queried Towfiq about
those inquiries, she got an
answer repeated in news
reports as distant as Britain.
Towfiq testified that he was
warned by the neighbor
that “I wouldn’t want an an-
gry billionaire with a short
fuse living next to me.”

Towfiq said he had been
aware of the billionaire’s
nasty divorce and an un-
pleasant departure from
PIMCO, which was covered
by the media.

Before Gross took the
stand, he published an
open letter calling for an
end to the trial and all other
legal proceedings between
the two sides, saying they
should both donate their
expected fees to area
COVID-19 relief organiza-
tions.

“In the midst of this ter-
rible global tragedy, a por-
tion of the media is trans-
fixed by … a man who plays
the theme song to a 1960s
sitcom, and another who
records him doing so,” the
letter stated. “I don’t think
many people would con-
tend this litigation deserves
the attention it has received
during the deadliest pan-
demic in a century.”

Towfiq’s lead attorney,
Jennifer Keller, rejected it,
contending that Gross was
“losing the trial badly” and
wanted to “stem the tide of
negative press.” She added
that if Gross really wanted

to end it, he should pay for
Towfiq’s legal fees and apol-
ogize for the “awful lies”
spread about him.

Towfiq had testified that
he used his iPhone only to
record noise violations, but
when the trial resumed, the
opposing side doubled
down, with Gross denying
he played loud music and
testifying he and Schwartz
had nicknamed their neigh-
bor “Peeping Mark.”

Schwartz, a former pro-
fessional tennis player, tes-
tified that she witnessed
Towfiq invading her privacy
numerous times by record-
ing her when she was
swimming. “I’m scared. I
feel violated. I feel afraid.
I’m in a bikini or less,” she
said.

There was no photo-
graphic evidence submitted
to support her assertion,
and Towfiq’s side presented
friendly text exchanges be-
tween the two that began
after the billionaire couple
acquired the house for a re-
ported $32 million and
ended only after Towfiq
complained about the net-
ting.

Gross had announced on
Dec. 10 that he had donated
$500,000 to Orange County
relief organizations even
though Towfiq had rejected
his offer to end all litigation.

A spokesman said the fig-
ure amounted to what the
billionaire had spent on the
dispute, including a sepa-
rate lawsuit he filed in Or-
ange County Superior
Court against his neighbors
— and where Towfiq and
his wife also have filed their
own lawsuit. A trial has yet
to begin.

Continued from page A1
GROSS

Getty Images

MARK TOWFIQ, right, and wife Carol Nakahara arrive for
a court hearing at Orange County Superior Court on Dec. 7.

BILL
GROSS
and partner
Amy
Schwartz
arrive for
the Dec. 7
court
hearing in
Santa Ana.
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Wishing You
AND YOUR FAMILY ALL THE SPECIAL JOYS

OF THE HOLIDAY SEASON.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
FROM SOUTH COAST PLAZA
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