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N ewport Beach City Coun-
cil members broke ground
Tuesday on what will be

the site of the city’s new Fire
Station No. 2 — a plan that has
been on Newport Beach’s wish
list for several years.

The new structure on the cor-
ner of 28th Street and Newport
Boulevard will replace the Lido
Fire Station No. 2 on 32nd Street
— built in 1953 — which city
officials determined in 2014 had
“exceeded its useful life,” accord-
ing to a Nov. 10 staff report.

Instead of demolishing the
current station and building a
new structure on site, the city
purchased a 17,693-square-foot
property at 2807 Newport Boule-
vard in Jan. 2018 and decided to
keep the Lido Station operable in

the interim.
The former site of a McDon-

ald’s restaurant, the new location
is larger and will provide better
access to more residential areas
than the old station, fire officials
said in a presentation to the city.

Council members in Novem-
ber accepted a $6,289,000 bid for
the work from Rialto-based
Robert Clapper Construction
Services, Inc., eventually signing
a not-to-exceed contract of $10
million.

Having recently issued a notice
to proceed to the contractor,
work is anticipated to begin soon
after Tuesday’s ceremony. City
officials are estimating the new
station could be up and running
by spring 2022.

— Daily Pilot Staff

N.B. officials break ground
on new Fire Station No. 2

Raul Roa | Staff Photographer

MEMBERS OF the Newport Beach City Council, from left, Noah Blom, Diane B. Dixon, Will O’Neill and Joy
Brenner, break ground on construction of Fire Station No. 2 at 2807 Newport Blvd. in Newport Beach Tuesday.

Noting California is “turning a
critical corner” in its battle
against the coronavirus as re-
gional ICU capacities recover
from recent critical levels, state
health officials on Monday lifted a
stay-at-home order for Southern
California, including Orange
County.

In effect since Dec. 7, the order
restricted business operations,
limiting customer capacity and
forcing partial or full closures in
some sectors, including restau-
rants and personal care services.

Orange County restaurants are
now allowed to return to offering
outdoor dining, while hair and
nail salons can reopen after a 50-
day closure.

Susie Smith, owner of Hunt-
ington Beach hair salon Makin
Waves, wasted no time bringing
the business back online. Hear-
ing late Sunday night personal
care services could reopen, she
had the shop up and running by
noon Monday.

“There’s a huge sense of relief,”
said Smith, describing the past 10
months of the pandemic as an
anxiety-provoking roller coaster
ride.

“It’s disheartening to think
everything you’ve put your whole
life into, to build a successful and
comfortable life, could just be
taken away overnight, with no
solutions, no answers and no
timeline,” she continued. “It’s
wreaking havoc on us, because
we feel like we don’t know what’s
next.”

Makin Waves, a downtown fix-
ture since 1997, has been rela-
tively lucky. A devoted clientele
and some money in savings have
made all the difference. By Tues-
day, a stream of regulars and
walk-ins were booking appoint-
ments for socially distanced cuts
and colors.

“The amount of support we’ve
been getting from our clientele
has been amazing,” said Smith’s
son, James Coelho, who works at
the shop. “Now we can open our
doors again — it’s huge. I’m
freakin’ excited to get back to it.
We’ve missed our customers.”

A statewide curfew that asked
residents to limit their move-
ments between 10 p.m. and 5
a.m. to further halt the spread of
the virus was also lifted Monday.
Gov. Gavin Newsom credited a
statewide decline in new co-
ronavirus infections and hospi-
talizations for the change.

Monday’s announcement is a
small ray of hope for Michael
Byrne, co-owner of the Laguna
Beach bar the Saloon and owner
of Roux Creole Cuisine. After a se-

‘Relief’
as O.C.
salons,
eateries
reopen
Businesses hampered
by stay-at-home orders
connected to pandemic
welcome customers as
state reverses course.
BY SARA CARDINE

See Relief, page A4

The first good news for high
school sports in some time came
on Monday with the announce-
ment that the regional stay-at-
home order due to the co-
ronavirus pandemic was no long-
er in effect.

A consequence of that saw
counties return to their respec-
tive tiers in the state’s reopening
guidelines, opening the door for
some high school sports to begin.

Orange County and the entire
CIF Southern Section begin this
new dawn in the “purple” tier,
under which cross-country is the
only fall sport in the section that

would be allowed to compete at
this time.

“I know that the State CIF and
the Southern Section have been
incredibly committed to provid-
ing as close to as many contests
as possible for as many student-
athletes as possible, just because
it is such a huge role in the social
and emotional education of high
school students,” Huntington
Beach Union High School District
athletic director James Perry said.

“It’s been very obvious that the
biggest and best advocates for
this have been our student-ath-
letes. They have been incredibly
dedicated to the protocols.
They’ve been incredibly account-

able to each other because they
don’t want to lose any more of
what has already been lost.”

The decision now falls to local
school districts, following the
guidance of health officials, on
when their schools can return to
competition against other
schools.

Huntington Beach Union High
School District has plans in place
for its six schools — Edison,
Fountain Valley, Huntington
Beach, Marina, Ocean View and
Westminster — to compete
against each other if schools in
leagues in which it has represen-
tation are unable to participate.

“We’ve made plans to, if we

need to, our six schools will com-
pete against each other, and if the
others can figure out a way, then
we’ve created some wiggle room
in the schedules for them to
come in,” Perry said.

“We hope they’re in. We hope
their kids get a chance to partici-
pate, and we’ve got obviously a
plan for that to happen with
everybody back and doing what
we do, but if not, we’ve got plans
to take care of our six schools.”

Last week, the CIF canceled its
postseason for fall sports, a deci-
sion that was made in an effort to
open more time for sports that

Return to ‘purple’ opens door for cross-country
BYANDREWTURNER

See Return, page A4

Orange Coast College women’s basketball
coach Samantha Doucette said Monday
night she reckoned she would not spend
much time on social media the following day.

The one-year anniversary of the helicopter
crash that took the lives of Kobe Bryant, his
daughter, Gianna, and seven others arrived
on Tuesday.

Bryant, a Los Angeles Lakers great and a
Newport Beach resident, has been celebrated
in numerous ways — from murals and mem-
orabilia collections to Orange County declar-
ing Aug. 24 to be “Kobe Bryant Day” in recog-
nition of the Nos. 8 and 24 he wore during his
playing career.

Doucette has coped with the tragedy by re-

membering those who were lost on her own
terms, when she chooses to as opposed to
when a reminder comes up unexpectedly.

“I guess you could say I’m a Kobe fanatic,
even more now than I was before,” said
Doucette, who was a three-time NAIA All-
American while playing for the Vanguard
University women’s basketball team. “I’m
buying all of his books, any magazine that
[his face is] on. That’s how I feel close to that
short time in my life, when I was able to learn
from him and be a part of his life.”

Also lost in the fatal accident were Orange
Coast College baseball coach John Altobelli,
his wife, Keri, and daughter, Alyssa; Sarah and
Payton Chester, a mother and daughter from

Kevin Chang | Staff Photographer

A FAN READS the names of Los Angeles Lakers legend Kobe Bryant, his daughter Gianna and the seven other victims that died in a helicopter
crash last year on a mural painted on the side of El Toro Bravo market in Costa Mesa on Tuesday.

One
year

after...
Orange County reflects

on death of Kobe Bryant,
as Tuesday marked

the one-year anniversary
of the crash that killed

the Lakers legend,
a Newport Beach resident,

and eight other people.
Scott Smeltzer
Staff Photographer

SISSY AND
CRAIG OBERLIN,
John Altobelli’s
sister and
brother-in-law,
look at a memorial
at home plate for
the Altobelli
family at the
Orange Coast
College baseball
field on Tuesday.

BYANDREWTURNER,MATT SZABO

See Year, page A2
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Frank Hood Trane
October 14, 1931 - January 13, 2021

Frank was born in La Crosse Wisconsin in 1931 to Reuben
and Helen Trane with older twin siblings, Jim and Betty.
Frank’s grandfather had emigrated from Tromso, Norway in
1864, and with Frank’s father incorporated the Trane Co. in
1913.

Frank graduated Saint Paul’s School in Concord, New
Hampshire in 1950. He was admitted to Stanford after his
Junior year of high school.

Frank attended Stanford School of Engineering and
graduated Cum Laude in 1953, receiving the honorary
engineering distinction of Tau Beta Pi. He attended Stanford
Graduate School of Business and was class of 1955. He was
a member of Delta Kappa Epsilon Fraternity. Frank finally
received a High School diploma from Saint Pauls’ in 1985,
ending his High School dropout status!

Frank and his sweetheart, Allan Jean Farwell, were married
in September 1951 while still at Stanford, and last year
celebrated their 69th anniversary. Frank and Allan have three
children, Marty Chapman (Dave), Cindy Christeson (Jon),
and Byron (Frances). They had nine grandchildren, and 10
great-grandchildren. Their granddaughter Amy was killed in a
tragic car accident in 2007.

Frank was on active duty in the Navy from 1955 through
1958. He served as a Submarine Repair Officer in the
Charleston Naval Shipyard. He was responsible for the
alteration and repair work done on submarines while in the
shipyard and subsequent test dives.He earned the permanent
rank of Full Lieutenant and was in the process of attaining the
rank of Lieutenant Commander when he finished his service.
Frank was a life member of the Naval Submarine League.

In 1958, the Tranes moved to La Crosse and Frank worked
for the Trane Company as a Manufacturing Engineer. He
eventually held the position of General Superintendent of the
La Crosse factories and became the U.S. Manager of Branch
Plants. In 1966, Frank was awarded the honor of “Kentucky
Colonel” by the Kentucky governor for building a factory in
Lexington. Frank was on the Board of Directors for 24 years.
The Trane Company was sold in 1984 to American Standard.

In 1963, the Tranes moved to Newport Beach, California
where they continued to raise their family. Their children and
grandchildren live in the area and over the years Frank and
Allan’s home on Newport Bay has been the frequent family
gathering place. Frank had the pleasure of being “Bapa” to
the grandchildren and great-grandchildren. He kept them all
laughing.

Frank loved surfing 80 days a year and kept at it until he
was 85. He loved skiing and took the family to Snowmass
45 Februarys in a row. He and Allan played golf at Ironwood
Country Club in Palm Desert where they had a home. He
enjoyed hiking the desert and surrounding mountains and
belonged to the Ironwood Hiking Club.

Frank and Allan liked cruising on small yachts all over the
world, mostly on their boat ‘Hallelujah.’ They enjoyed summer
cruising to Moonstone Cove on Catalina Island. They enjoyed
friendships at the Newport Harbor Yacht Club, the Cruising
Club of America and the Santa Ana Country Club.

In 1965, Frank started a development company called
Holiday Shores and fully developed over 5500 lots on the
Arizona side of the Colorado River. In the late 1960’s Frank
was one of the founding trustees of Harbor Day School where
12 members of the family have attended.

Frank was an active member of Saint James Anglican
Church and served as treasurer and senior warden. Frank
studied the first 5 centuries of the Christian Church and loved
teaching the Great Reformation of the 16th Century from an
Anglican perspective.

In 1990, Frank decided to devote his full time to church
work. He was one of the founders of the American Anglican
Council, which helped form the Anglican Church in North
America, consisting now of more than 1000 parishes. Frank
was made an Honorary Lay Canon of the Church in 2013.

In 2013, without his knowledge, Frank’s desert Bible
study group created and funded the Frank Trane Cross on
the Hill Endowment Scholarship Fund for King’s Schools in
Palm Desert. Frank enjoyed corresponding with scholarship
winners. One can still see the 30-foot lighted aluminum cross
designed, built, and erected by Frank in 1996 to replace its
damaged wooden predecessor high on a Palm Desert hill.

Frank will be remembered for his love of God and family,
his generosity, his wisdom, his many athletic abilities, his
humor and his limericks. He could fix anything – electrical,
mechanical and plumbing, be it in the house or on the boat,
and his happy humming let us know where he was at all times.

Frank always said that his true legacy was his beloved
wife Allan of 69 years and family. All 29 members of the four
generations of his family live within 10 miles of each other
and enjoy spending time together. Their shared Christian
faith continues to bond them together.

In lieu of flowers, memorial gifts may be made to St. James
Anglican Church www.stjamesnb.org/give/ (949) 999-3900
and King’s Schools https://www.kingsschools.net (760) 324-
5464
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ACROSS
1 __ up; disgusted
4 Cars taken back
by the seller
9 __-Bo; family
card game
13 Starring role
15 Blessed __;
baby's birth
16 "__ bigger and
better things!"
17 Part of the arm
18 Jigsaw puzzle
bit
19 Bona fide
20 Terrorist in the
air
22 TV's "To __ the
Truth"
23 Suffered defeat
24 Brit's restroom
26 Author Louisa
May __
29 Becomes rigid
34 Sears
35 Dracula, for
one
36 Deteriorate
37 Boast
38 Fork part
39 Shade of red
40 Part of fall:
abbr.
41 Give a speech
42 Fend off
43 Seminary
course
45 Word attached
to trap or snake
46 Girl's nickname
47 Plato, for one
48 African nation
51 Setting up

56 Artificial fish
bait
57 For the time __;
meanwhile
58 Orderly
60 American __;
ND's state trees
61 Thrusting
weapon
62 Recipe verb
63 Eat nothing
64 Lawn tool
65 Pig's place

DOWN
1 Reason to take
DayQuil
2 Morays &
congers
3 Unpleasantly
moist
4 Meal
5 Force tenants
out

6 Take a quick
look
7 "__ in Love with
Amy"
8 __ silver; jewelry
alloy
9 Rather
10 Patella's place
11 Eur. language
12 Voter survey
14 Lasting from
dawn till dusk
21 __ down; makes
a note of
25 Many a time
26 Monastery
superior
27 "The Addams
Family" butler
28 Wooden box
29 Like a chimney
flue
30 Ditty

31 Burst forth
32 __ Peace Prize
33 In __;
fashionable
35 Rugged cliff
38 Likely
39 Keeps
41 Flamenco shout
42 __ out; pealed
44 Strangest
45 Texas lawman
47 Hoedown
48 Musical symbol
49 Luau
entertainment
50 Spots for shots
52 Peruse
53 Piece of jewelry
54 Trawlers' needs
55 Horse's pace
59 Give it a go

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Jacqueline
E. Mathews

Tribune Media
Services

For answers to the crossword, see page A4.
Newport Beach; Hunting-
ton Beach resident and
Mamba Academy basket-
ball coach Christina Mau-
ser, and Ara Zobayan, the
pilot for the ill-fated trip
that was headed for a
basketball tournament at
the Mamba Sports Acade-
my in Thousand Oaks.

Doucette, who said she
formerly coached two
teams in the Mamba Sports
Academy, described the
aftermath of the tragedy as

world-stopping.
“Not only was the entire

world on pause, but really
everything going on within
our teams because we just
lost our leader, we lost
some of our players, and
one of my players lost her
mom,” Doucette said.

She said it had been like
a dream when she did
coach at the Mamba Sports
Academy, interacting with
Bryant five days a week, not
only learning from him but
being treated like a normal
person.

“He treated all of us like
we had known him for

years and we grew up to-
gether,” Doucette said. “Ob-
viously, him and I, we’re dif-
ferent ages, but that’s how
he treated anyone that he
was close with was like you
were his friend and he re-
membered little things
about your life.”

Kobe Bryant murals were
a popular destination for
those wishing to celebrate
the life of the Southern Cal-
ifornia sports icon on Tues-
day. At the mural of Kobe
and Gianna located on the
wall of El Toro Bravo mar-
ket in Costa Mesa, more
than a dozen candles were
lit in their memory.

Allie Ramirez, 30, of
Santa Ana, said watching
Kobe and the Lakers was a
communal experience that
brought people together.
After leaving flowers at the
site, she recalled being with
fellow fans outside Staples
Center for Bryant’s last
game.

“It was like a bunch of
Lakers fans, and we actually
went to a restaurant right
next door,” Ramirez remi-
nisced. “We were all watch-
ing the game there, and it
was like we were inside the
Staples Center. It was so
amazing. It was one of the
coolest experiences I have
ever had.”

Tyson Pruong, 32, of
Santa Ana, came with Ra-
mirez, who also wore a shirt
with the Nos. 24, 8 and 2,

the last being the jersey
number worn by Gianna.

“He was an amazing
player on the court, amaz-
ing person off the court,”
Pruong said. “I’m not even
a Lakers fan, but I idolized
his game so much growing
up.”

Ryan Radford, 35, of
Costa Mesa, said he grew
up in Maryland, but he be-
came a Lakers fan because
of Bryant. After posing for a
picture in front of the mural
with his dog, Radford said
the reason for his visit to
the artwork was the same

as why he went to the Sta-
ples Center on the day of
Bryant’s death — to pay his
respects.

“It was very melancholy,”
Radford said, remembering
the scene at Staples Center

See Year, page A4

Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

LEEWATANABE,whose brother Jourdan Watanabe died in 2009, looks at photos of the
Altobelli family, killed in the crash that killed Kobe Bryant a year ago, at OCC on Tuesday.

Continued from page A1
YEAR
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The L.A. Times Dinner Series heads south to Orange County for this

exciting luncheon event with Knife Pleat restaurant, featuring Michelin-

starred chef Tony Esnault and restaurateur Yassmin Sarmadi. Enjoy a

gourmet, 4-coursemodern French and seasonalmenu that emphasizes

California’s bounty of produce, leaving your tastebuds satisfiedwith fresh

vegetables, fish, blackwinter truffles anda refreshing citrus dessertwhile

tuning in to a fun conversationwith actorsEricMcCormack (Will &Grace)

andDanBucatinsky (Scandal). Gourmetmeal kits also feature BONV!V

spiked seltzer and a tasty treat courtesy of SumoCitrus, plus an optional

caviar and champagne add-on. Attending this event helps the L.A. Times

Foundation todonate$10,000 toProjectAngel Foodaspart of ourongoing

Dinner Series partnership.

The LATimes Foundation Fund is a component fundof theCaliforniaCommunity Foundation, a 501c3public charity. Contributions to theCaliforniaCommunity Foundation represent irrevocable gifts
subject to the legal and fiduciary control of the foundation’s board of directors.

For more information and to purchase tickets,
please visit: events.latimes.com/dinners

Follow Dinner Series on social at @latimesevents and #latdinnerseries

Attend a celebrity
brunch for a good cause
Sunday, January 31 at 1:30 p.m. PT

Avirtual luncheonwith the stars inOrange County featuring Knife Pleat
restaurant and special guests EricMcCormack andDan Bucatinsky

Event Partner:Charity Partner:Presenting Sponsor: Event Partner:

R

Chef Tony Esnault
(Knife Pleat)

Restaurateur Yassmin Sarmadi
(Knife Pleat)

EricMcCormack
(Will &Grace)

DanBucatinsky
(Scandal)
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CITY OFCOSTAMESA
ORANGECOUNTY, CALIFORNIA

NOTICE INVITINGBIDS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Costa
Mesa (“City”) invites sealed bids, to be submitted
electronically only, for the following project:

CITYWIDE STREET SLURRY SEAL PROJECT
(MAINTENANCE ZONES 6 AND 7),

CITY PROJECT NO. 20-19

1. BID SUBMISSION AND OPENING: Bids
must be submitted electronically via the City of
Costa Mesa’s PlanetBids portal before the
deadline of 11:00 A.M., Tuesday, February 23,
2021, at which time or shortly thereafter the City
Clerk will open bids electronically. The bid
results will be posted online via PlanetBids. No
paper bids or any other form of submittal will be
accepted. Any bid received after the scheduled
closing time for the receipt of bids will be
rejected. The City is not responsible for and
accepts no liability in the event a response is late
due to any network, internet, or any other
technical difficulty or interruption. It shall be the
sole responsibility of the bidder to ensure that
his/her/its bid is received by the deadline.

To access the bid documents and bid on this
project, potential vendors and bidders must first
register through the City’s PlanetBids portal at:
https://www.planetbids.com/portal/portal.cfm?C
ompanyID=45476.

2. SCOPE OF WORK AND BID
DOCUMENTS: The scope of work generally
consists of mobilization, the procurement and
application of Slurry Seal Type II with 2.5%
latex, crack sealing, traffic striping and
markings, installation of pavement markers, and
implementing traffic control in Maintenance
Zones 6 and 7.

The plans, specifications, and bid documents for
this project can be obtained via the City’s
PlanetBids portal at:
https://www.planetbids.com/portal/portal.cfm?C
ompanyID=45476.

It is the bidder’s responsibility to ensure that the
most current version of the solicitation, including
any addenda, has been downloaded. Bids
received without the applicable addenda will be
rejected as incomplete.

3. PRE-BID MEETING OR JOB WALK: None.

4. BID SECURITY: Each bidder must submit a
certified check, cashier’s check, or a bid bond,
made payable to or in favor of the City of Costa
Mesa, in an amount equal to at least ten percent
(10%) of the total amount of the bid, to the Costa
Mesa City Clerk prior to the bid submission
deadline. No bid will be considered unless such
certified check, cashier's check, or bid bond is
received by the City Clerk prior to the bid
submission deadline.

5. CONTRACTOR’S LICENSE: A valid
California Contractor's License Class “A”
(General Engineering Contractor) issued by
the California Contractors State License Board is
required at the time the contract is awarded
pursuant to California Public Contract Code
section 3300. Each bidder must also be qualified
as required by law at the time of the bid opening.

6. PAYMENT BOND AND PERFORMANCE
BOND: A Payment Bond and a Performance
Bond, each in the amount of 100% of the
contract amount, will be required of the
successful bidder prior to award of the contract.

7. CITY’S RIGHT TO REJECT BIDS: The City
of Costa Mesa reserves the right, in its sole
discretion, to reject any or all bids, or to waive
any minor irregularities or informalities in any
bid.

8. ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS: This
project is subject to local, State, and Federal
regulations and requirements, as detailed in the
bid documents.

For all inquiries, please contact Contract Administrator:
Robert Staples, Public Services Department, via e-mail
at robert.staples@costamesaca.gov.

Brenda Green, City Clerk
City of Costa Mesa
Dated: January 27, 2021

Advertise in CLASSIFIED Today
timescommunityadvertising.com

Money found in Costa
Mesa. Call CMPD to claim.

Found

To place an ad, go to
http://timescommunityadvertising.com/

MARKETPLACE

Sell your unwanted items
the easy way! Place a
Classified ad today!

timescommunityadvertising.com

General Manager (Hun-
tington Beach, CA) Bach-
elors in Business Admin
or equiv + 1-yr exp as
a General Mgr or Sales
Mgmt prof’l w/ a foodser-
vice packaging company.
Send Resume to Vegware
Packaging Inc., Ste 303,
Pierside Pavilion, 300 Pa-
cific Coast Highway, Hun-
tington Beach, CA 92648,
job 101.
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that day. “It was a sad sight
to see. There was some oc-
casional cheering involved.
Obviously, people were out
there showing their re-
spects, but it was quite a
scene, man. It was over-
whelming. A lot of emo-
tional spectators.”

John Altobelli, who won
four California Community
College Athletic Assn. state
championships in his 27
years at the helm, was hon-
ored as Orange Coast Col-
lege shared a virtual memo-

rial video on YouTube.
The 40-minute video fea-

tured remarks from Pirates
close to Altobelli, including
his brother, sports informa-
tion director Tony Altobelli,
as well as head baseball
coach Nate Johnson. OCC
Athletic Director Jason
Kehler, President Angelica
Loera Suarez and Dean of
Kinesiology and Athletics
Michael Sutliff also gave re-
marks.

Johnson was named
head coach last July, shed-
ding the interim title he was
given after John Altobelli’s
death.

“I could tell stories all day

long,” Johnson said. “I defi-
nitely miss those three
[John, Keri and Alyssa Alto-
belli]. It’s never easy to talk
about. I thank all of you
guys for the support that
you showed myself and this
team through last year …
Remember those that were
on the helicopter today.

“Make today count. That
was ‘Alto’s’ favorite saying,
‘Make today the best day,’
and I know he lived that
way. He instilled it in our
players. He talked con-
stantly about that you ne-
ver what’s going to happen
… [but] make today a great
day, and make every day a

great day. Appreciate what
you have, love your family,
but more important, make
today a great day.”

Tony Altobelli, a former
Daily Pilot sportswriter, put
his brother’s four state
championship rings behind
him during his speech. The
first one, earned in 2009,
came after one of the Pi-
rates’ players, catcher Jour-
dan Watanabe, died during
the season.

“It’s wonderful that his
memory is never going to
be forgotten,” Tony Alto-
belli said. “It’s painful, but
you have to get through it. I
hope this video helps other

people get through it, be-
cause that’s what John
would want. John would
say, ‘Enough’s enough. Let’s
move on and let’s love live,
live life, hug each other and
tell everyone we love each
other and share wonderful
stories and memories.’ I
know that’s exactly what
we’re going to do when we
get back on campus again. I
can’t wait to spend the rest
of my career at Orange
Coast keeping John’s mem-
ory alive and telling sto-
ries.”

Altobelli closed out his
speech with a quote from
new President Joe Biden,

spoken at a COVID-19 me-
morial the night before his
inauguration.

“To heal, we must re-
member,” he said. “It’s hard
sometimes to remember,
but that’s how we heal.”

Christina Mauser’s hus-
band Matt, a musician who
is the lead singer of local
band Tijuana Dogs, put on
a concert with the Pete
Jacobs Big Band on Tuesday
evening. Proceeds from the
fundraiser benefitted the
Christina Mauser Founda-
tion.

Continued from page A2
YEAR
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ries of closures and reopen-
ings, the restaurant has
been subsisting on carryout
orders and deliveries that
can be handled in house.

Now, Byrne is making
plans to set up some tables
and chairs in an adjacent
bank parking lot as soon as
the weather improves. Al-
ready having cut staff from
nine people to three, Roux
is doing what it can to hang
on.

“We’re a little place, and
we were down to nothing,”
said Byrne, who has weath-
ered the storm with the
help of assistance programs
offered by the city of La-
guna Beach. “We’re not in a
place to go out and buy a
lot of tables and things. But
we’ll do it.”

This week’s easing of re-
strictions marks a statewide
shift away from peak hospi-
talizations and new infec-
tions seen since the
Thanksgiving holiday.

California’s 14-day aver-
age testing positivity rate
fell from 13.6% two weeks
earlier to 9.4% on Sunday.
COVID-19 hospitalization
rates also fell by 19.8% since
Jan. 11, while health officials
saw a 9.5% decrease in the
rate of COVID-19 patients
requiring intensive care, ac-
cording to reports.

In Southern California, a

region comprising Orange
County and 10 other juris-
dictions, the four-week
projected aggregated ICU
capacity jumped to 33.3%
— above the 15% capacity
required for stay-at-home
orders to be lifted.

Meanwhile, Orange
County health officials on
Tuesday reported 1,365 new
cases of coronavirus and 64
deaths, bringing the coun-
tywide case count to
225,983 and pushing the fa-
tality rate to 2,768.

Area hospitals reported
treating 1,677 residents for
COVID-19, 26% of whom —
or 437 individuals — were
being cared for in intensive
care units, the agency re-
ported.

The county’s seven-day
average of new cases
dropped from 67.1 per
100,000 residents recorded
on Monday to 46.6, accord-
ing to Tuesday’s figures.

Another 13,849 tests were
reported on Tuesday, bring-
ing the cumulative number
to 2,587,867 and account-
ing for a seven-day average
testing positivity rate of
12.9%, down from 16.7% re-
ported Monday.

Here are the latest cumu-
lative coronavirus case
counts and COVID-19
deaths for select cities in
Orange County:

• Santa Ana: 41,007 cases;
499 deaths

• Anaheim: 37,874 cases;
531 deaths

• Huntington Beach:
9,216 cases; 132 deaths

• Costa Mesa: 7,884 cases;
77 deaths

• Irvine: 8,943 cases; 42
deaths

• Newport Beach: 3,208
cases; 46 deaths

• Fountain Valley: 3,025
cases; 43 deaths

• Laguna Beach: 706
cases; fewer than five
deaths

Here are the case counts
by age group, followed by
deaths:

• 0 to 17: 22,859 cases;
one death

• 18 to 24: 31,440 cases;
five deaths

• 25 to 34: 45,609 cases;
32 deaths

• 35 to 44: 35,485 cases;
57 deaths

• 45 to 54: 36,350 cases;
186 deaths

• 55 to 64: 28,261 cases;
366 deaths

• 65 to 74: 14,035 cases;
527 deaths

• 75 to 84: 7,031 cases;
635 deaths

• 85 and older: 4,766
cases; 959 deaths

Updated figures are
posted daily at occovid19
.ochealthinfo.com/corona
virus-in-oc. Information on
the COVID-19 vaccine in
Orange County can be
found at occovid19.
ochealthinfo.com/covid-19-
vaccine-resources.
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fell into the first season of
the 2020-21 school year to
schedule additional regular
season and league contests.

The last date of competi-
tion for cross-country is
now Saturday, March 27. All
other impacted fall sports
are in the “orange” tier, the
end dates for which are as
follows: eight-man football,
April 3; football, April 17;

water polo and girls’ volley-
ball, March 20.

Some leagues already
have a schedule put to-
gether while awaiting ap-
proval for their schools to
compete. The Orange Coast
League has dual meets
scheduled to take place on
Wednesday of each week,
beginning Feb. 17.

Costa Mesa and Estancia
are part of the Orange Coast
League. Both are in the
Newport-Mesa Unified
School District, as are Co-

rona del Mar and Newport
Harbor, which reside in the
Sunset Conference.

“With the governor lifting
the stay at home order, we
will be following the [Cali-
fornia Department of Pub-
lic Health] guidelines,
which allow for certain out-
door, low-contact sports to
begin inter-team competi-
tion,” district spokeswom-
an Annette Franco said,
adding that the district
would be working with
coaches and athletics staff
to determine details with
how and when to proceed
with the resumption of ath-
letics.

Laguna Beach is also a
member of the Sunset Con-
ference. Laguna Beach Uni-
fied School District officials
said in a statement Tuesday
that the high school’s cross-
country team continues to
work out under CDPH
guidelines, and the district
is looking into beginning
competition.

The Garden Grove Uni-
fied School District, which
includes Los Amigos, will
be discussing the return of
high school athletics with
the leagues that it is a part
of.

“As news was received
yesterday from the gover-
nor about the regional stay-
at-home order being lifted,
the Garden Grove Unified
School District will be
meeting with the three
leagues we belong to —
Garden Grove League, Em-
pire League and Golden
West League — to discuss
competition for cross-
county as well as youth
sports guidelines,” district
spokeswoman Abby Broyles
said. “We are still in the
‘purple’ tier as a county and
remain in strength and
conditioning in stable co-
horts for all other sports.”

The CIF State office re-
leased updated guidelines
for all sports on Friday, Jan.
22. For cross-country, the
guidelines called for masks
to be worn and social dis-
tancing to be adhered to by
all at a meet when they are
not in a race.

The finish line area is to
be modified to allow for
physical distancing, and a
further suggestion asks for
consideration to be given
for courses to be no less
than 6 feet wide at their
narrowest point.
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