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RUTH MALAGON, left, the family and community coordinator for the elementary program at Shalimar Learning Center, hands a learning packet
to Sindia Chavez, center, with her daughter, Andrea, 2, and son, Marco, 8, on Tuesday. The center is accepting donations for basic food items.

Shalimar Learning Center comes
to the rescue for panicked parents

BY FAITH E. PINHO

Emeteria Hernandez walked through the
empty supermarket aisles, hunting for food,
hand sanitizer and Clorox wipes for her fam-

ily.
Nothing.

The month-old memory still brings fresh

tears to her eyes.

“I thought the world was going to end,”
said the 41-year-old cook, through the Span-
ish translation of Ruth Malagon. “And I didn’t

have food for my [three] kids.”

That afternoon, she received a call from
Myrna Zornoza, an educator at the Shalimar

Together.

“What do you need?” asked “Ms. Myrna,”
as Hernandez affectionately called her after
two years of parenting classes for her and af-
ter-school teen classes for her son, Jeremy.

Soon, Hernandez received the first bins
from Think Together, filed with food, sani-
tizer and soap. The next week, more food
came. Then more food, soap, toothpaste and

$100 gift cards.

Learning Center, the Costa Mesa-based foun-
ding facility of the education nonprofit Think

In the age of the coronavirus, local organi-
zations that offered one kind of service —
such as Think Together’s educational pro-
grams after-school and during the summer
— have found themselves pivoting to serve

See Shalimar, page A2
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“Every time I feel
like I'm going to fall
into depression, I
remember all the
words that they’ve
taught me. To
always try and stay
positive.”

4lyear-old cook and mother of 3 children
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School
closure
fuels

protest

As trustees vote to shutter
Huntington Beach's Perry
Elementary, community
outrage mounts over
perceived discrimination.

BY JULIA SCLAFANI

Huntington Beach City School
District officials unanimously
voted to shutter an elementary
school that disproportionately
serves an ethnic and socioec-
onomic minority within the dis-
trict boundary, leaving communi-
ty members lamenting that the
decision will disproportionately
hit already-disadvantaged stu-
dents and a legal aid organization
suggesting the closure may con-
stitute a violation of a state anti-
discrimination law.

The board of trustees voted in a
special meeting held virtually via
Zoom on Tuesday to adopt a
school closure task force’s recom-
mendation to close Joseph R.
Perry Elementary School.

On April 12, a district-selected
task force voted 7-4 to recom-
mend shuttering Perry, at 19231
Harding Lane, in an effort to right
the district’s budget woes and jus-
tified by declining enrollment at
the campus.

“Anyone can skew this to meet
their agenda, but I know that in
my heart that I have followed the
guidelines that were laid down by
this board in evaluating, not just
this school closure, but our
budget issues, and I feel strongly
that at this time ... we have no op-
tion to vote but to close the
school,” board member Shari
Kowalke said before casting her
vote.

Board member Diana Marks
called the engagement by parents
and residents indicative of “how
awesome of a district we have”

See Closure, page A4

Laguna to reopen city beaches, some trailheads starting Monday

BY LILLY NGUYEN

Laguna Beach is reopening its
beaches and some trailheads for
morning hours on Monday, fol-
lowing direction given to city staff
at the city’s special City Council
meeting Tuesday.

At the meeting, the City Council
received an update on activity
over the last weekend, where un-
seasonably warm temperatures
drew beachgoers out from their
homes in spite of the statewide
stay-at-home order. The city pre-
viously closed its city beaches in
March, but this closure excluded
Orange County-owned beaches.

Some South Laguna residents
said during public comment that
Aliso Beach, which remains open
though its parking is closed, was
inundated with visitors.

City staff pointed to actions
also being considered by Newport
Beach and those taken by San
Clemente, which began the proc-
ess to reopen its beaches last
weekend for active use only, such
as walking, running, swimming or
surfing.

All trailheads will be reopened
except for the Alta Laguna trail-
head and beaches will be re-
opened on weekdays between 6
and 10 a.m. for active use only,
following direction by City Coun-
cil on Tuesday night. This direc-
tion only affects city beaches.

Directions included that City
Manager John Pietig could close
both trailheads and beaches if
amenities were being over-
whelmed or neighborhoods were
being impacted.

Waters at the beaches will also

be closed after hours.

The vote was unanimous.

Residents weighing in on the
conversation leaned on both
sides of the argument, with sev-
eral wanting to phase in the
openings of beaches while those
in opposition argued for the
maintained closures contending
that opening the beaches would
bring an influx of visitors from out
of town.

Councilwoman Toni Iseman
asked if it would be possible for
the city to explore the option for
the city to gain control of the total
coastline from the county, which
Pietig said the city has explored
before and could be discussed
again.

lilly.nguyen@latimes.com
Twitter: @lillibirds
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ONLY A LIFEGUARD and sailboat occupy Main Beach on Sunday while
Laguna Beach city beaches remained closed due to the coronavirus
pandemic. The City Council decided some trailheads and beaches in the
city will reopen on weekdays between 6 and 10 a.m. starting Monday.
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Newport coronavirus survivor donates
antibody-rich blood to fight COVID-19

BY SARA CARDINE

Newport Beach resident Glenn
Walcott isn't especially fond of
needles, but Tuesday morning
found him hooked up to a cen-
trifuge machine at Irvine’s Hoag
Health Center, where the 51-year-
old father of two donated anti-
body-rich plasma to help patients
battling COVID-19.

He thinks he may have become
infected with the novel co-
ronavirus during a ski trip to Vail,
Colo., in mid-March hed booked
with a group of buddies.

The morning of their March 12
arrival, Walcott got a message
from the hotel where theyd be
staying indicating an employee
had been diagnosed with the
virus a week earlier and was being
treated off site.

“We had 12 to 13 guys sched-
uled to go on this trip and the day
of, four of them bailed,” Walcott
said.

Two days

later, the hotel

stopped offering hot meals. The
ski slopes closed to guests that
Sunday as Walcott bid his friends
farewell and headed home.

As a precaution his wife,
Michelle, made up the guest bed-
room so he could self-quarantine
— just in case. When he woke up
on Monday with a fever and body
aches, he knew he had the virus.

“I couldn’t get out of bed,” he
said, recalling severe body aches.
“It went from zero to 60 right
away.”

GLENN
WALCOTT
donates
840ml of
plasma to the
San Diego
Blood Bank
on Tuesday.

Raul Roa

Staff
Photographer

Walcott pulled through, thanks
to overall good health and a re-
gimen of juices, tonics and vita-
mins supplied by his wife. A
March 18 coronavirus swab test
confirmed 11 days later he had,
indeed, been infected.

The good news? During his re-
covery, Wolcott’s immune system
had generated antibodies that
could help protect him from be-
coming reinfected with SARS-

See Blood, page A4
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County reports 2 new
deaths due to COVID-19

BY ANDREW TURNER

Two new deaths were re-
ported in Orange County as a
result of COVID-19, per up-
dated statistics released on
Wednesday by the Orange
County Health Care Agency.

The death toll due to
COVID-19 has now reached
44.

There were 108 new cases
reported, bringing the total
to 2,252, which includes the
deceased. The number is a
four-day high for the county
since it had 120 on Saturday.

In three of the past four
days, new cases have sur-
passed 100. Before that the
county hadn’t had a day with
more than 100 since April 1,
when 104 new cases were
confirmed.

The 2,203 new COVID-19
tests administered are sec-
ond only to Sunday’s total of
2,267, which was 1,000 more
tests provided than any pre-
vious date by HCA Public
Health Lab and commercial
labs. A total of 29,940 people
have been tested for the co-
ronavirus.

As of Tuesday, 175 people
were hospitalized with
COVID-19 — 70 of those are
in an intensive care unit.
There were 22 of 25 eligible
hospitals that contributed to
that data in the latest report.

People ages 45-54 account
for 19% of cases in the
county. Seventeen percent of
cases fall in the age brackets
of 25-34 and 55-64, respec-
tively. Fifteen percent of
cases range from ages 35-44,
and 11% are ages 65-74.

Exactly half of the 44
deaths reported in Orange
County have involved people
75 or older.

Santa Ana has had the most
cases of any city in the
county with 330, followed by
Anaheim with 316.

Locally, Huntington Beach
has had 214 cases, Newport
Beach 97, Costa Mesa 38, La-
guna Beach 37 and Fountain
Valley 31.

Updated figures are posted
daily at occovidl9.ochealth
info.com/coronavirus-in-oc.

andrew.turner@latimes.com
Twitter: @ProfessorTurner

Costa Mesa hotels brighten community

several hotels in Costa Mesa

emblazoned their empty
guestrooms with lights in the
shape of hearts or positive mes-
saging this week.

Beginning Monday evening
and lasting through Friday, the
Avenue of the Arts Costa Mesa,
Crowne Plaza Costa Mesa Or-
ange County, DoubleTree By
Hilton Orange County Airport,
Hilton Orange County/Costa
Mesa, and The Westin South
Coast Plaza are brightening the
community. Most chose a heart
shape to send a positive mes-
sage to the community.

Hotels are struggling to sur-
vive during the decimated
economy. In Costa Mesa, occu-

I n the spirit of togetherness,

pancy rates are hovering around

10% to 15%, according to city
officials. Typically this time of
year, they are closer to 80%.
Across the globe, hotels are
preparing for a seismic shift for
when guests return, including
masked staffers, more visible
cleaning and, in some in-
stances, white-gloved service.
In a recent news release,
South Coast Metro Alliance, the
nonprofit grouping of property
owners and businesses in the
South Coast Metro urban cen-

THE WESTIN SOUTH C - AST PLAZA

Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

THE WESTIN South Coast Plaza lights windows in the shape of a heart
in Costa Mesa on Tuesday. See more photos at dailypilot.com.

ter, promoted the ramped-up
cleaning protocols of area ho-
tels in light of the coronavirus.

“The hotels in the South
Coast Metro have always been
focused on the well-being of
their guests and neighbors,”
South Coast Metro Executive
Director Diane Pritchett said in
a statement. “They are open

during this crisis and want to
express their heartfelt thanks
and best wishes to all of the first
responders and other essential
personnel going above and
beyond the call of duty as we
persevere through the pan-
demic and emerge stronger on
the other side.”

— From staff reports

Laguna school district adopts ‘flexible, no harm’ interim grading policy

BY LILLY NGUYEN

The Laguna Beach Uni-
fied School District Board
of Trustees received an up-
date Tuesday morning on
the grading system — one
that does “no harm” to its
students in light of the
COVID-19 pandemic that
led to schools shuttering
through June.

The district is made up of
two elementary schools,
one middle school and one

high school.
For secondary school
students, which includes

sixth through 12th grades,
teachers will be adopting a
combination of the tradi-
tional grading system in
conjunction with credit or
no-credit. Regarding the
traditional grading, district
Supt. Jason Viloria said stu-
dents can receive A, B or C
grades, and the intent being
that students can poten-

tially improve their grades
but wont disadvantage
them.

On the other hand, the
credit and no-credit system
provides an opportunity for
students who are struggling
to keep up with the work-
load to receive credit for the
class.

Those that aren't partici-
pating will not receive cred-
it, but the hope is to pro-
vide additional opportuni-
ties during summer or
credit recovery so they can
receive full credit for the
course, Viloria said.

For grades in transitional
kindergarten through fifth,
teachers will not be assign-
ing marks or grades be-
cause of the degree of varia-
tion between students on
accessibility, support and
independence.  Teachers
will be providing narrative
summaries that focus on
facts as related to student

engagement, level of partic-
ipation in distance learning
and performance on as-
signments.

Elementary students op-
erate on a trimester system.
The grades for the first two
trimesters will appear on
their report cards, but for
the third trimester, which

just began when the
schools transitioned into
distance  learning, no

grades or marks will appear
for the third trimester on
progress toward standards
or effort.

“We'll just be providing
narrative summaries that
will inform parents in terms
of anything they may want
to work on with students
during the summer or the
teachers for the following
year,” Deputy Supt. Leisa
Winston said.

Winston said teachers
would be aware if a student
couldnt access distance

learning and acknowledge
that they will need to assess
student progress “and
theyre going to meet them
where they are.”

“[District  staff] think
from a ‘do-no-harm’ model,
this is the best approach we
have,” Viloria said.

Board members were in
consensus that the grading
system adopted by the dis-
trict was sufficient, though
board member Dee Perry
raised additional concerns
on whether or not sopho-
mores and juniors in high
school would be at a disad-
vantage for admissions be-
cause of grade-point aver-
age calculations for UC
schools.

Perry also asked if grades
could affect scholarships
for students.

For colleges, the credit or
no-credit system indicates
that the student passed the
class, but does not factor

into the calculation, Viloria
said. He added that assign-
ing of credit or no credit
would be on a case-by-case
basis and expects most stu-
dents will receive As, B’s or
C’s. Viloria said he expects
to see more guidance from
universities for fall admis-
sions.

Board member James
Kelly recommended that
the district keep the policy
as simple as possible, add-
ing that he felt “colleges will
be bending over backwards
as far as to make [admis-
sions] work.”

“Every scenario’s going to
be unique depending on
the student’s access issues
or simply their ability to
manage their course load at
home,” Viloria said.

He added that the district
needed to be realistic in
knowing that not all homes
were the same and that not
all parents would be able to

support their children be-
cause they may need to
work.

“That’s part of the reason
for ‘do no harm, ” Viloria
said, “... and so, are you
punishing a student simply
because it's harder for them
to  organize  digitally?
Which, it is hard for kids to
create an organizational
system.

“When were at school
and the bell rings, they get
up and go to the next class.
They know that this is their
system. When they're left,
youre talking about teen-
agers and younger kids,
that when they're left to try
and figure it out on their
own, that is why this system
needs to be flexible so we
can respond to those situa-
tions and aren't doing harm
to those students.”

lillynguyen@latimes.com
Twitter: @lillibirds

SHALIMAR

Continued from page Al

the ever-changing requests
in an increasingly needy
population.

The Shalimar Learning
Center had just hit 25 years
of offering educational
services to about 120 fam-
ilies in its predominately
Latino and low-income
neighborhood in Westside
Costa Mesa, called Shali-
mar. The center, which op-
erates out of an apartment
in Shalimar, was the go-to
after-school place for nearly
250 neighborhood children
whose parents worked mul-
tiple jobs. At different
points, it also provided
translation services for fam-
ilies, as well as all-around
academic support and col-
lege and career guidance.

But then the coronavirus
blew through, decimating
the jobs of 100% of the cen-
ter’s participating parents.

“Tust all of a sudden,
boom, theyre done,” said
Randy Barth, Think Togeth-
er’s CEO.

At Shalimar, he said,
many of the parents were
hourly workers — house-

keepers, gardeners, restau-
rant and hotel workers —
without severance benefits.
Some were undocumented
and, at the time, ineligible
for federal stimulus aid.
Suddenly, the needs bot-
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MELISSA ARAMBULA, left, family and community
coordinator for the teen center, gives Lilia Altamirano a bag
of food and $100 debit card at Shalimar Learning Center.

tomed out. Without jobs or
with  severely reduced
hours, parents didn't have
enough gas to drive to their
children’s schools to pick up
meals. Cell phone and in-
ternet bills went unpaid —
and with them, the ability
to participate in online
learning.

Hernandez went from
cooking five days a week at
2145 pizzeria in Costa Mesa
down to nine hours per
week. Her husband was let
go from his day job cooking
at The Pizza Bakery in New-
port Beach. The family be-
gan relying solely on his
evening job, which brought
in 25 paid hours per week
— and on Think Together.

“What everybody was
talking about was, ‘We're so
scared, what are we going
to do?” said Melissa Ar-
ambula, 35, family and
community coordinator for
Shalimar. “A lot of that
came from having food on
their table. They were all
losing their jobs. It was just
alot.

“We immediately started
transition,” she added. “Ac-
ademic support can wait;
we need to meet basic
needs right now.”

The center is accepting
donations for basic food
items, such as milk, eggs,
bread and tortillas as well
as nonperishable items. Tt
has also set up the “Shali-
mar Relief Fund,” to finance
the $100 debit gift cards that
families get every week to
help cover basic necessities
such as groceries or gas.
Fortunately, Think Togeth-

er’s director of philanthropy
Darcie Schott said, individ-
ual giving has ticked up-
ward, as has company
matching donations.

“[Shalimar] does repre-
sent some of our lower-in-
come families and stu-
dents, yet theyre very
bright students and that
community is in the shad-
ows of some of the wealthi-
est communities and
neighborhoods in Southern
California,” Schott said.
“There’s recognition of that
and ownership and ac-
countability.”

Now that the initial shock
has passed, the center con-
tinues to expand its offer-
ings to help families in
other ways, such as supply-
ing STEM and arts supplies
for home learning, flushing
out a distance learning af-
ter-school option, trans-
lating information from the
city and district schools.

Perhaps now more than
ever, Hernandez draws on
Ms. Myrna’s parenting
lessons.

“Every time I feel like I'm
going to fall into depres-
sion, I remember all the
words that they've taught
me,” Hernandez said. “To
always try and stay positive.
To be strong in every mo-
ment. To try to make it
through the difficult times
that come our way in life.”

To donate to the Shali-
mar Relief Fund, visit:
thinktogether.org/shalimar
relieffund.

faith.pinho@latimes.com
Twitter: @faithepinho
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Councilman'’s
letter puts dollars
ahead of safety

Re “It’s time to reopen
Orange County” (April 24):
Councilman Kevin Mul-
doon suggests we prepare
a plan to reopen the
county soon but he
doesn't offer any details
for such a plan, which is
particularly important
because Newport Beach
has one of the highest
number of COVID-19
cases per 10,000 popula-
tion in Orange County.

Second, Muldoon asks,
“Do we show courage as
Americans or are we gov-
erned by fear?” but rather
than offering encourage-
ment he does some of his
own fear mongering with
the warning .

“Our economy will fall
into a deep recession” he
wrote. “If our economy
crashes, increased crime,
depression, suicides, do-
mestic violence and
homelessness will be in-
evitable.”

Come on councilman,
you can do better than
this.

Charles Mooney
Costa Mesa

Approach puts
profit over people

I must respectfully and
vociferously disagree with
Newport Councilman
Kevin Muldoon, who
cloaks his profits-over-
people, pro-business rhet-
oric with concern for
workers in general. It is
neither scientific nor safe
to put the general public
at risk for the economy’s
sake.

Tim Geddes
Huntington Beach

Newport attracts
the unmasked

One need only visit the
beach areas to see how

Jorum

Allen J. Schaben | Los Angeles Times

AN AERIAL VIEW of thousands of people enjoying a day at the beach in Newport Saturday
amid a stay-at-home and social distancing mandate to stave off the coronavirus pandemic.

many people are not
wearing masks. That is
going to add to our high
contagion count in New-
port.

Lynn Lorenz
Newport Beach

Stay home to
defeat the virus

By following the steps
suggested by public health
professionals and epide-
miologists, we are doing
our small part to help our
city, county, state and
nation through this ex-
ceedingly difficult time.

Make a commitment to
protecting your communi-
ty: Stay safe and stay
home.

Steve Shepherd
Huntington Beach

Protesters are
blind to the truth

A recent issue of the
Daily Pilot featured an
article about 16-year-old
Rylen Schmid from New-

port Beach making her
positive contribution to
the COVID-19 pandemic

come as contagious as the
pandemic assaulting our
nation.

article in the Daily Pilot
talking about someone
celebrating their birthday
by releasing paper
lanterns (“Lanterns light
up the sky to help Hunt-
ington Beach girl celebrate
sweet 16,” April 15).

I envision palm trees,
brush and even roofs
going up in flames as
these lanterns descend
back to Earth.

Even if the flame extin-
guishes before the lantern
settles down, they might
get tangled in trees or
power lines. At the very
least, they are litter. Who
is going to follow these
and pick them up once
the return to Earth?

I'm sorry this person’s
birthday had to fall during
these trying times, but
releasing objects which
cause more harm than
good is not the solution.
Next time, release butter-
flies or something which
doesn’t impact the envi-
ronment. And, please, no
balloons.

Trump is siding with un-
masked protesters? Which
is more important, “liber-
ating” Orange County’s
beaches, restaurants and
other small businesses or
saving lives?

Denny Freidenrich
Laguna Beach

A poem from
a fourth-grader

Kids & parents locked in
the house while kids can
only see their friends
through screen. What does
it mean?

Missing their teachers &
going to school, being
outside & jumping in
pools, swimming around
not a care in the world.
What does it mean?

Thanking the heroes
who are fighting the bat-
tles to keep us healthy &
safe. What does it mean?

Holding our loved ones
close to our heart, thinking
about when this will end &
we can restart. What does
it mean?
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during her remarks before
affirming her support for
the vote.

Though she was “sad-
dened” by it, she said “we
can't go back and change”
earlier decisions and “I
don’t want to repeat mis-
takes that were made in the
past.”

More than 300 partici-
pants were logged on to the
online meeting, where
board members heard pub-
lic comments read by dis-
trict staff before perfunc-
tory comments.

Board member Paul
Morrow criticized his col-
leagues for not considering
all district campuses to be
cut, though. For the sake of
moving forward, he voted
for the closure.

Superintendent Greg
Haulk  reiterated  that
HBCSD “has had a struc-
tural defect for some time,”
referencing the $6.8 million
in budget cuts anticipated
for the 2020-21 school year.

Some parents accused
the district of setting up
Perry to fail by passing over
the site for updates and al-
lowing enrollment to dwin-
dle.

They attribute that to the
district’s unrestricted trans-
fer policy across district
schools, and to what one
parent called “school shop-
ping” by families of incom-
ing students.

Perry, the only of the dis-
trict's  seven  primary
schools located in the
north part of the district,
stands apart from others
for the socioeconomic and
racial makeup of its geo-
graphic tract.

According to  Public
School Review, Perry has
373 students, representing
declines of 20% over five
school years.

Perry’s current roster of
teachers, numbering 15, ac-

cording to the school’s
website, have similarly
dwindled.

Perry parent Valeria Es-
pinoza learned about the
proposed school closure
from her son Aaron Ramir-
ez's kindergarten teacher
only two weeks ago. She
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was stunned that she
hadn’t heard earlier.

Perry was where she said
she enrolled 18 years ago as
a fifth-grader after her fam-
ily moved to Huntington
Beach from Michoacdn,
Mexico.

At the beginning of this
year, her son was nervous
about starting kindergar-
ten.

“He would cry, he was so
scared to go to school,” Es-
pinoza remembers. Now,
while confined to distance-
learning amid COVID-19
precautions, she said he
asks, “When am I going to
go back to school?”

Espinoza said she never
received any phone or mail
communications about the
school closure or the dis-
trict’s task force formation.

Some parents aren’t na-
tive English speakers. Es-
pinoza didn’t find relevant
information in Spanish, ei-
ther.

Over the weekend, she
went door to door, talking
to neighbors who were
likewise in the dark about
the process that might dis-
place their kids from their
familiar — and accessible
— campus.

Before the coronavirus
pandemic closed schools
for the rest of the school
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JOSEPH R. PERRY Elementary School in Huntington Beach is closing down after a trustees’ vote.

year, Aaron relied on
school-provided trans-
portation to get to Perry,
since both parents work,
Espinoza said. She worries
about not knowing where
her family's new home
school will be and how
Aaron will get to school.

Many in Espinoza’s Am-
berleaf neighborhood
worry about transferring
their kids to another school
and losing contact with
their students’ familiar fac-
ulty, she said.

She went door to door to
collect signatures on a pa-
per petition, mindful that
not all low-income house-
holds are online.

“Where 1 live, everyone
has a kid at Perry,” Es-
pinoza said, adding that
she collected 120 signatures
on Saturday.

On Sunday, she put the
petition on Change.org.

“My goal was for all the
Hispanic community to
sign it and for me to pre-
sent it to the board so that
they could hear our voice,”
Espinoza said.

Some in her Latino com-
munity worry that alternate
schools might not be
friendly to their children.

“They fear that they are
not going to be welcome at
another school for the fact
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that we are Hispanic,” Es-
pinoza said. “They are
afraid of how teachers or
even students are going to
treat us.”

Four days after going on-
line, more than 2,400 peo-
ple had signed the online
petition protesting the clo-
sure.

The Mexican American
Legal Defense and Educa-
tional Fund and League of
United Latin American
Citizens also made appeals
to the school board.

On Monday, MALDEF
doubled down on an earli-
er request that the board
postpone the vote and re-
iterated concerns that the
school consolidation proc-
ess presented unnecessary
obstacles to participation.
The application for partici-
pating was only available
online, in English, and re-
quired a resume, the letter
pointed out.

“These requirements are
unnecessary for a task
force member to ad-
equately fulfill the role,
and, instead, served as im-
pediments preventing
community members
served by Perry Elementary
from participating in such
an important decision”
wrote MALDEEF staff attor-
ney Deylin Thrift-Viveros.

It also argued that the
closure would incur a bur-
den on the district's most
disadvantaged students to
travel farther to their newly
assigned school.

MALDEF accused the
district process of being
out of compliance with the
Education Code’s mandate
by failing to represent the
ethnic and socioeconomic
composition of the district
and noted that the decision
might constitute a violation
of state law that prevents
discrimination in state-
funded programs, regard-
less if, on its face, the deci-
sion seems neutral in its in-
tent.

Oscar Rodriguez submit-
ted a written comment for
Tuesday’s meeting on be-
half of two cousins who at-
tend Perry.

Rodriguez stressed that
there are “thousands that
will be affected.” He re-
flected on how the school
closure task force, and even
Tuesday’s meeting, left out
a portion of the communi-
ty disproportionately repre-
sented by Perry families.

“Thousands of parents
are unable to participate
due to digital and language
divide,” Rodriguez’s state-
ment said.

The district has been de-
bating closing one of its
seven elementary schools
for more than a year. Perry
was first on the table in Oc-
tober 2018.

The latest decision
comes less than a year after
a previous school closure
task force unanimously de-
termined that Perry should
not be closed. At the time,
the board unanimously
agreed.

Adding to the wuncer-
tainty, the vote was made
without determining new
school tracts for displaced
students, leaving many stu-
dents and their families
unsure of what comes next.

Perry parent and high
school teacher Kurt Chris-
tensen has been active in
opposing the closing of any
district school for two years
Now.

The proximity to Perry
was part of what drew
Christensen, himself a
product of HBCSD, to buy
a house in their current

neighborhood.

“You know, we both have
to work and that’s one of
the reasons we chose to
buy where we are,” he said.
“But I would not be so up-
set if there was a school
that was just blocks or a
mile away, like you see in
South Huntington Beach.”

An often-repeated argu-
ment against the shuttering
of Perry is that the south-
ern part of the district has
elementary campuses that
are much closer to each
other.

“So we have no school in
the northeast portion of
the school district. You
know, this is our school,”
he said.

The potential commute
to Peterson Elementary
would be nearly two miles,
a giant leap from the few
hundred yards his kids pre-
viously walked to Perry.

Would he feel comfort-
able with his first- and
fourth-graders crossing
Yorktown, Adams and Indi-
anapolis avenues on bikes?
No.

“Were a working family.
My wife works ... Our kids
walk to school, sometimes
they ride their bikes, but
we'e talking about a huge
distance that would cross
three or four major streets,”
Christensen said.

The entire process has
his family considering
moving out of the district
— or even out of the city —
to retain the ability to send
their kids to a neighbor-
hood school and, hopefully,
shield themselves from im-
pending school closures.

“It is a race issue, that’s
what comes down to,” said
Christensen, who teaches
in a low-income school dis-
trict elsewhere in Orange
County. The district he
teaches in “would never al-
low something like this to
happen. Theres much
more support” for low-in-
come communities within
its borders, he said.

“I've been a teacher for
over 20 years, I'm not going
to send my kid to a bad
school,” Christensen said.
“I know that this is a fan-
tastic school with fantastic
teachers.”

juliasclafani@latimescom
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CoV-2.

People who develop an-
tibodies against a disease
may be in a unique posi-
tion to help others by do-

nating “convalescent”
plasma, says Claudine Van
Gonka, public relations

manager for the San Diego
Blood Bank, which pro-
vides blood and plasma to
hospitals throughout Or-
ange and Los Angeles
counties.

“Historically, it has been
shown to have properties
that help people recover a
little faster, and it could be
used as a prophylactic for
some people who don't
have symptoms,” she said.

Individuals who have
tested positively for the
novel coronavirus and have
been asymptomatic for at
least 28 days can donate
plasma for use by patients
with serious cases of
COVID-19, the disease
caused by the virus.

Walcott got the OK from
his doctor, who arranged
Tuesday’s donation at
Hoag.

In a March 19 White
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PHLEBOTOMIST PAUL POSEY retrieves bags of
plasma taken from Newport Beach resident Glenn
Walcott at Irvine's Hoag Health Center Tuesday.

House briefing, U.S. Food
and Drug Administration
Commissioner Stephen
Hahn said transfusing sick
patients with the blood of
the recovered was not a
proven treatment but
something that could hold
promise.

“This is a pretty exciting
area,” Hahn said. “Collect
the Dblood, concentrate
that, and have the ability,
once it's pathogen-free —
that is, virus-free — to be
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able to give that to other
patients. And that'll be a
bridge to other therapies
that will take us three to six
months to develop.”

Van Gonka said because
patients have had to be
symptom free for nearly a
month to qualify as a
donor, it'’s been a challenge
to draw enough convales-
cent plasma to meet the
high demand of hospitals.

“We have a lot of hospi-
tal partners who've been
asking for it, so it will liter-
ally fly off the shelf once it’s
been tested,” she added.

As of Monday, the blood
bank had collected 62 pints
of antibody-infused plas-
ma.

Walcott’s one-hour dona-
tion session collected
nearly two pints, enough to
help four COVID-19 pa-
tients. He can continue to
donate plasma every 28
days.

Antibodies testing capa-
bilities are beginning to
widen the pool of donors
by allowing even those
who've never been tested
for coronavirus to deter-
mine if they may have al-
ready been infected and re-
covered.

For Walcott, who braved
his preternatural dislike of
needles and blood draws to
help others, donating
plasma is a no-brainer.

“I was hesitant going in,
but it was fun,” he said.
“There’s a 100% chance of
me going back in 28 days.”
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