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T he Jim Scott Sta-
dium at Costa
Mesa’s Estancia High

School provided the per-
fect backdrop Thursday for
an intimate commence-
ment ceremony, as gradu-
ates from Early College
High School’s class of 2021
closed the book on an
unforgettable senior year.

Proud family members,
limited to four per student,
looked on as 33 graduates
claimed their diplomas.

This year’s graduation is
the 12th in the school’s
history, but stands out for
several reasons, according

2021 GRADUATIONS

Photos by Don Leach | Staff Photographer

EARLYCOLLEGEHighSchool graduates includingdecoratedscholarsPaulinaVasquezand
IvanSotelo, fromright, lookupat their familyand friendsas theyenter JimScott Stadium.

Early College grads turn page

GRADUATES SHARE a tearful embrace following the
Early College High School graduation on Thursday.See Grads, page A2

S age Hill School, lo-
cated in Newport
Coast, held its 19th

annual commencement
ceremony on Friday eve-
ning.

The ceremony took
place on Ramer Field, the
athletic field on campus, to
allow for social distancing
while providing for the
graduates to have family
members in attendance.
Past graduations have
been held in Wilkins Town
Square, a courtyard that is
also on campus.

Those in attendance also
had to show proof of vacci-

Photos by Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

REESEWENSINGER celebrates after receiving her diploma at Friday’s commencement.

SageHill givesdiplomas to135grads

ANSONCHEN reacts after receivinghisdiplomaduring the
SageHill School classof 2021commencementonFriday.See Sage Hill, page A3

Charges were filed in Orange County
Superior Court on Tuesday for two sus-
pects in connection with the shooting on
the 55 Freeway in Orange last month that
resulted in the death of Costa Mesa 6-
year-old Aiden Leos.

Marcus Anthony Eriz, 24, of Costa Mesa,
has been charged with murder and shoot-
ing at an occupied vehicle, with sentenc-
ing enhancements for causing great bod-
ily injury or death through the personal
discharge of a firearm. If convicted on all
counts, Eriz could face 40 years to life in
prison.

Wynne Lee, 23, of Costa Mesa, who au-
thorities allege was driving the suspected
car, has been booked on accessory to
murder after the fact and concealing a
firearm within the vehicle.

Lee could face a maximum sentence of

three years in state prison, plus an addi-
tional year in county jail if all charges are
upheld.

The arraignment in the case was con-

tinued to June 18. Prosecutors asked for
Eriz’s bail to be set at $2 million and the

Photos by Don Leach | Staff Photographer

ORANGECOUNTYDist.Atty.ToddSpitzer speakson the twosuspects arrested in the freewayshooting thatkilledCostaMesa6-year-old
AidenLeos inOrange.O.C. SupervisorKatrinaFoleyandCHPassistant chiefDonGoodbrand, aswell asCHPofficers, standbehindhim.

Investigation into 55 Freeway
shooting nets two suspects

A VISITOR kneels at a shrine in honor of 6-year-old Aiden Leos on an overpass in Orange.

Marcus Anthony Eriz is
chargedwithmurder and
Wynne Lee chargedwith
accessory tomurder after the
fact in the death of Aiden Leos.
BYANDREWTURNER

See Shooting, page A4

A Fountain Valley man who allegedly
snatched jewelry from the necks of at least
three elderly victims in late May, injuring
them in the process, on Monday pleaded
not guilty to felony counts of second-de-
gree robbery and elder abuse.

Larry Tripp, 56, was arrested Thursday
after officers arrived at his Santa Rosalia
Street residence with a search warrant in
hand after conducting a brief surveillance.
The suspect attempted to flee, jumping
over the fences of several nearby back-
yards, but was captured and arrested, ac-
cording to a release issued Tuesday by the
Fountain Valley Police Department.

Tripp’s arrest stems from three robberies
that took place May 27 and 28 outside busi-
nesses in the city of Fountain Valley, FVPD

F.V. man
accused
in jewelry
snatchings
After his arrest on Thursday,
he pleads not guilty to felony
counts of second-degree
robbery and elder abuse.
BY SARA CARDINE

See Jewelry, page A2

A stretch of Bison Avenue has a new
name, courtesy of Michael Drake — also
known as the current president of the UC
system.

“I’m incredibly humbled to be honored
in this way on the University of California
at Irvine campus,” Drake said in a state-
ment released on Monday. “My family and
I called UCI home for nearly a decade, and
this means so much to us. UCI holds a very
special place in our lives, and I’m so grate-
ful to be remembered alongside my prede-

Part of street
named for
former UCI
chancellor
A stretch of BisonAvenue is
nowMichael DrakeDrive after a
dedication ceremony Saturday.

BY LILLY NGUYEN

See Street, page A4
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Oliver Peoples

San Diego FWY (405) at Bristol St., Costa Mesa, CA 800.782.8888 southcoastplaza.com @SouthCoastPlaza #SCPStyle

CELEBRATE
DAD
JUNE 20

West Elm

Dolce&Gabbana

Moncler

Gucci

Allen Edmonds • AllSaints • Baccarat • Balenciaga • Berluti • Boss • Burberry • Canali • Chanel • Cole Haan • Diesel • Dior Men • Dolce&Gabbana

Emporio Armani • Ermenegildo Zegna • Fendi Men • Fossil • Giorgio Armani • Golden Goose • Gucci • Hermès • J.Crew • John Varvatos

Lacoste • 120% Lino • Loewe • Longchamp • Louis Vuitton • Moncler • Nike • Oliver Peoples • Porsche Design • Saint Laurent • Sur La Table

The Webster • Thom Browne • Uniqlo • UNTUCKit • Vacheron Constantin • Versace • West Elm • Williams Sonoma • Zara

partial listing

For more Father's Day gift ideas visit SouthCoastPlaza.com/fathers-day

South Coast Plaza hours are Monday–Saturday 11am–8pm and Sunday 11am–7pm

Vacheron Constantin

Porsche Design Loewe

ACROSS
1 Couldn't __; fell
apart
5 More infrequent
10 Israeli airline
14 Meanie
15 Brontë or Post
16 Vague amount
17 As easy as
falling off __
18 Admission of
wrongdoing
20 Piece of
chicken
21 Dangle
22 War vehicles
23 Feeling
remorse for
25 Weep
26 "Alice __ Live
Here Anymore"
28 Wide gulfs
31 Distressed
32 __ race;
Olympics event
34 Ballpark figure
36 Predicament
37 Small kindness
38 __-crazy; tired
of confinement
39 Prefix for fix
40 Stunned
41 Extreme
42 Think highly of
44 Like a haunted
house
45 Afternoon hour
46 __ away; floored
47 Observe Yom
Kippur
50 Link together
51 "Sex and the
City" network
54 Illegal goods
57 Boyfriend
58 Carve letters
59 Musical
program
60 Go ballistic
61 Chocolate
candy store
62 Group of pupils
63 Finds a total

DOWN1 Scuttle
chunk
2 Make eyes at
3 Gained ground
4 Brain wave test
5 Take back one's

words
6 Surrounded by
7 Jewelry store
purchase
8 Leprechaun's
cousin
9 Bread for a
Reuben
10 Grade school

compositions
11 __ of pork;
butcher's offering
12 Run __; go wild
13 Part of the eye
19 Alley cat
21 __ at; allude to
24 Doesn't let go
to waste

25 Blacken
26 Trash truck's
destination
27 La Scala
production
28 Lump of dirt
29 Nitwit
30 Nasty smile
32 Level a building
33 Apple sampler
35 Pastor's advice
37 Cost to fly
38 As __ as
molasses
40 Small
restaurant
41 Come __; find
43 May and others
44 Goes down
smoothly
46 Employee's
delight
47 Big cards
48 Convey from
place to place
49 A single time
50 Coffee
52 Musical group
53 Shoot-__;
gunfights
55 Rainbow, for
one
56 TV's "The Fresh
Prince of __-Air"
57 Uplifting
apparel

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Jacqueline E.
Mathews

SUDOKU
By The Mepham Group

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit, 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit sudoku.org.uk.

Tribune Media
Services

For answers to the crossword and
Sudoku puzzles, see page A3.

to Principal Dave Mar-
tinez.

Last year’s virtual com-
mencement comprised
prerecorded clips and
speeches, as the pan-
demic forced the class of
2020 to participate from
the safety of their living
rooms.

In-person ceremonies

resumed this year, but
with special precautions
in place.

For example, student
speakers — Paulina Enri-
quez Vazquez, Nancy
Plata and Bryan Uraga —
shared words of wisdom
from behind specially
made face masks, which
bore “Class of 2021" and
the school’s logo.

The venue was another
first, as Early College
typically holds graduation

ceremonies inside Orange
Coast College’s Robert B.
Moore Theatre.

Speaking by email Fri-
day, Martinez encouraged
students to find lessons in
this year’s challenges.

“Finish what you
started no matter how
bleak the trail ahead
looks,” he said. “Keep the
faith, keep believing in
yourself, and keep press-
ing on.”

— Sara Cardine

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

EARLY COLLEGE High School graduates hold onto their caps during a gust of wind as
they enter Jim Scott Stadium at Estancia High for their 2021 commencement ceremony.

Continued from page A1
GRADS

spokesman Sgt. Donald
Farmer confirmed Tues-
day.

The first incident, which
occurred outside of a
Tuesday Morning retail
store at 17120 Magnolia St.
shortly after 11:45 a.m., in-
volved an 86-year-old vic-
tim. In a second robbery
12 minutes later, Tripp re-
portedly snatched a neck-
lace from a 68-year-old
victim outside a Mimi’s
Jewelry store at 18951
Brookhurst St.

A third incident took

place the following day,
shortly before 10 a.m., out-
side a Ralphs grocery store
at 18405 Brookhurst,
where Tripp allegedly
robbed a 72-year-old
woman of her necklace.

Police said some of the
victims sustained minor
injuries as a result of the
encounters, primarily
abrasions and redness
where the necklaces had
been ripped from their
necks. Officers recovered
several items from Tripp’s
residence following the ar-
rest, according to Farmer.

Although Tripp allegedly
confessed to the crimes in
an interview with police,

appearing in a Santa Ana
courtroom Monday, he
pleaded not guilty to both
felony counts, court re-
cords indicate.

Tripp is currently being
held in Orange County’s
Theo Lacy Facility on
$150,000 bail and is sched-
uled to appear before a
judge in Orange County
Municipal Court on
June 21, court records indi-
cate.

Any additional victims
are encouraged to contact
Det. Sergio Rodriguez at
(714) 593-4461.

Continued from page A1
JEWELRY

sara.cardine@latimes.com
Twitter: @SaraCardine
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CLASSIFIED

It’s the solution
you’re searching

for-whether
you’re seeking a

home, apartment, pet or new
occupation!

CITY OF COSTA MESA
SUMMARY OF PROPOSED
ORDINANCE NO. 2021-09

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on June 1, 2021,
the City Council gave first reading to proposed
Ordinance No. 2021-09.

ORDINANCE NO. 2021-09
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF
THE CITY OF COSTA MESA, CALIFORNIA
AMENDING SECTION 9-29.5 OF ARTICLE 5
(ADMINISTRATION, APPLICATION AND
PROCEDURES) OF CHAPTER I (BUSINESS
TAX) AND SECTIONS 9-116, 9-119, 9-120 & 9-121
OF CHAPTER II (REGULATION OF CERTAIN
BUSINESSES) AND CHAPTER VI (MARIJUANA
BUSINESS PERMITS) OF TITLE 9 (LICENSES
AND BUSINESS REGULATIONS) TO
ESTABLISH THE TAX RATE, OPERATING
REQUIREMENTS AND STANDARDS FOR
CANNABIS USES, INCLUDING RETAIL
CANNABIS STOREFRONT AND NON-
STOREFRONT USES TO IMPLEMENT THE
CITY OF COSTA MESA RETAIL CANNABIS
TAX AND REGULATION MEASURE
(MEASURE Q)
A certified copy of the full text of Ordinance No. 2021-
09 is posted and may be read in the City Clerk’s Office,
77 Fair Drive, Costa Mesa. The City Council will
consider adoption of the proposed ordinance at the
regular meeting on June 15, 2021 at 6:00 p.m.
Brenda Green, City Clerk, City of Costa Mesa
Published on: June 9, 2021

CITY OF COSTA MESA
SUMMARY OF PROPOSED
ORDINANCE NO. 2021-10

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on June 1, 2021,
the City Council gave first reading to proposed
Ordinance No. 2021-10.

ORDINANCE NO. 2021-10
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF
THE CITY OF COSTA MESA, CALIFORNIA,
AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 01-06 AND
APPROVING THE FIRST AMENDMENT TO
THE DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT DA-00-04
BETWEEN THE CITY OF COSTA MESA AND
IRVINE COMPANY LLC AS SUCCESSOR IN
INTEREST TO FSP TWO TOWN CENTER AND
FIFTH STREET PROPERTIES-DS, LLC
A certified copy of the full text of Ordinance No. 2021-
10 is posted and may be read in the City Clerk’s Office,
77 Fair Drive, Costa Mesa. The City Council will
consider adoption of the proposed ordinance at the
regular meeting on June 15, 2021 at 6:00 p.m.
Brenda Green, City Clerk, City of Costa Mesa
Published on: June 9, 2021

Senior Associate, As-
set Finance sought by
PIMCO (Newport Beach,
CA) to audit ref DB info
(security/issuer) created
by assoc utilizing vari-
ety of vendors & sources
incl Bloomberg, Markit
& financial offering docs.
Must have Bachelor’s de-
gree in Comp Sci, Mathe-
matical Finance, Financial
Eng, or rltd field & 1 yr of
progressive, post-bac exp
in position offered or rltd
position. Req’d exp &/
or coursework must incl:
gathering & analyzing fi-
nancial data from various
vendor sources to con-
duct company research
regarding capital stack,
industry classification &
corp struct; maintaining
& monitoring DBs via BI
software & SQL of key
company data to ensure
accuracy & relevance of
info feeding into analy-
sis & reports; evaluating
financial docs, incl pri-
vate placement memo,
biz plan & econ reports,
interp’ing financial & legal
data, providing ongoing
reports to verify security
compliance w/in guide-
lines; utilizing BI software
& adv Excel skills incl
pivot table, in-cell formu-
las & macro to transform
data, generate reports,
visualize data & assess fi-
nancial/operational perf;
perf’ing reference data
analysis, incl reviewing re-
ports automating process
& improving report attri-
butes efficiencies for opt
perf; perf’ing firm wide
enterprise data mgmt,
incl conducting data
struct review, normaliza-
tion process review, en-
hancement testing, qual-
ity eval, content mgmt,
& data assurance checks
using Oracle, Sybase &
Excel; designing biz rules,
implementing coding, &
automating ref data pro-
duction to support/en-
hance new instruments
& data content; in-depth
knowl of financial deriva-
tive valuation & hedging
methods & knowl of ma-
jor mkts & instruments
(swaps, repos, futures,
forwards, options, credit
derivatives, mortgage
& mortgage-backed se-
curities, etc.); knowl of
fundamental financial
modeling principles incl
Black-Scholes, term struc-
ture of interest rate, time
series, etc; & utilizing pro-
gramming langs incl VBA.
Background check & drug
screening required prior
to employment. Qualified
applicants apply through
http://www.pimco.com/
EN/Careers (Job ID:
30640). EEO/AAE.

Employment

Thank you St Jude & Sa-
cred Heart of Jesus for
prayers answered-CM

Religious
Announcements
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It's
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searching
for-whether
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RELIABLE
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Tired of cutting your grass? Find a gardener in the Classified's
Service Directory!

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Pursuant to the California Self Service Storage Facility
Act (B&P Code 21700 ET seq.) The undersigned will
sell at public auction on Wednesday June 23, 2021 at
11:30 am Personal property including but not limited to
furniture, clothing, tools and/or other household items
located at: The sale will take place online at
www.selfstorageauction.com
Slagle, Julia Bridget
Jones II, Donald Ray
All sales are subject to prior cancellation. All terms,
rules and regulations are available online at
www.selfstorageauction.com.
Dated this 9th of June and 16th of June 2021 by
Woodbridge Self Storage 5020 Barranca Pkwy Irvine,
CA 92604 (949) 857-4900
6/9, 6/16/21
CNS-3478815#
DAILY PILOT

Legal Notices Legal Notices

ADVERTISEMENT OF PUBLIC SALE
In accordance with the California Self-Service Storage
Facility Act, Alton Self Storage LP, 2215 Alton
Parkway, Irvine, California 92606, will sell by
competitive bid on June 16, 2021. Property to be sold
as follows: Miscellaneous household goods, personal
items, furniture, clothing, and/or business items/fixtures
belonging to the following.
TENANT NAME SPACE NUMBER
Lei Zhang 1225
Brandy M. Gambill 2533
Juliette Hing-Lee 2502
Tony Arce 3328
Johnny Lee 1176
Darryl Peek 3025
Purchase must be paid for at time of purchase in cash
only. All purchased items sold as is where is and must
be removed at time of sale. Sale is subject to
cancellation in the event of a settlement between owner
and obligated party. Dated this June 2, 2021 and June 9,
2021, Auction Listed on storagetreasures.com. Final
bid at 12:00 noon.
6/2, 6/9/21
CNS-3477471#
DAILY PILOT

CITY OF COSTA MESA
SUMMARY OF PROPOSED
ORDINANCE NO. 2021-08

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on June 1, 2021,
the City Council gave first reading to proposed
Ordinance No. 2021-08.

ORDINANCE NO. 2021-08
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF
THE CITY OF COSTA MESA AMENDING
CHAPTER IX (SPECIAL LAND USE
REGULATIONS), ARTICLE 21 (LOCATION OF
MARIJUANA DISTRIBUTING,
MANUFACTURING, RESEARCH AND
DEVELOPMENT AND TESTING
LABORATORIES), AND CHAPTER IV
(CITYWIDE LAND USE MATRIX), TABLE 13-30
(LAND USE MATRIX) OF TITLE 13 (CODE
AMENDMENT CO-2021-01) TO ESTABLISH
THE DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS FOR
CANNABIS USES, INCLUDING RETAIL
CANNABIS STOREFRONT AND NON-
STOREFRONT USES TO IMPLEMENT THE
CITY OF COSTA MESA RETAIL CANNABIS
TAX AND REGULATION MEASURE
(MEASURE Q)
A certified copy of the full text of Ordinance No. 2021-
08 is posted and may be read in the City Clerk’s Office,
77 Fair Drive, Costa Mesa. The City Council will
consider adoption of the proposed ordinance at the
regular meeting on June 15, 2021 at 6:00 p.m.
Brenda Green, City Clerk, City of Costa Mesa
Published on: June 9, 2021

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Pursuant to the California Self Service Storage Facility
Act (B&P Code 21700 ET seq.) The undersigned will
sell at public auction on Wednesday June 23, 2021 at
2:00 pm Personal property including but not limited to
furniture, clothing, tools and/or other household items
located at: The sale will take place online at
www.selfstorageauction.com
Donnelly, Patricia A.
All sales are subject to prior cancellation. All terms,
rules and regulations are available online at
www.selfstorageauction.com.
Dated this 9th of June and 16th of June 2021 by Irvine
Self Storage 2960 Maine St. Irvine, CA 92614
(949) 851-7900
6/9, 6/16/21
CNS-3479116#
DAILY PILOT

Legal Notices Legal Notices
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nation or have a negative
COVID-19 test.

Kelly Abbate, the director
of communications and
marketing for Sage Hill,
said that COVID-19 testing
was conducted at the
school last week.

Abbate added that the
school had 135 graduating
seniors in its class of 2021.

“I am so thrilled that we
were able to host an in-
person graduation ceremo-
ny for the class of 2021 this
year,” Head of School Patri-
cia Merz said.

“They are an extraordi-
nary group of young peo-
ple, and everyone at Sage
Hill is so proud of them
and their many accom-
plishments, and we look
forward to seeing what they
do next.”

The speakers at the grad-
uation included Irene Choi,

a student, Jeffrey Feland, a
foreign language instructor
in Latin, and Merz.

The Sage Hill choir deliv-
ered a live performance,
and the school also cele-
brated the graduation with
confetti cannons as a new
addition.

“This year we were
pushed out of our comfort
zone — away from what we
considered normal,” Merz
wrote in her speech.
“Which begs the question
— is normal even enough
for us anymore? Here at
Sage Hill, we always strive
to challenge each other to
do more and think beyond
what is just normal.

“My hope for you and
your future ahead is this:
Aspire for more than ‘nor-
mal.’ Live big, no matter
the circumstances. Pursue
a life that is different from
others. Your path has al-
ready been so different, so
why stop now?”

— Andrew Turner

Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

NATALIA BRYANT receives her diploma from Patricia
Merz, the head of school, during the 2021 commencement.

Continued from page A1
SAGE HILL



A4 WEDNESDAY, JUNE 9, 2021 DAILY PILOT | COASTLINE PILOT | HUNTINGTON BEACH INDEPENDENT WWW.DAILYPILOT.COM

Legal Notices

Legal Notices

MARKETPLACE
To place an ad, go to http://timescommunityadvertising.com/

Legal Notices

Legal Notices

Legal Notices

Legal Notices

Legal Notices

Legal Notices

Legal Notices

Legal Notices

Legal Notices

CLASSIFIED

It's
the solution
you're
searching
for-whether
you're
seeking a
home,
apartment,
pet
or new
occupation!

cessors in such a meaning-
ful way.”

Beginning at the inter-
section of California Ave-
nue and ending at Ring
Road, commuters will now
be riding down Michael
Drake Drive. Officials at the
university said the renam-
ing was only possible with
the help of the Orange
County Fire Authority and
the city of Irvine.

Drake was previously the
chancellor at UC Irvine and
was succeeded by current
UCI Chancellor Howard
Gillman.

Other campus adminis-
trators — including Daniel
Aldrich, Jack Peltason, Lau-
rel Wilkening and Ralph Ci-
cerone — have also had
spaces throughout the
campus named after them,
including parks, gardens,
roadways and sports fields.

“For decades to come, as

visitors and members of
our community enter cam-
pus, they will be reminded
of the contributions
Michael Drake made to our
advancement,” Gillman
stated.

“He was not only the
architect of UCI’s rise to na-
tional and global promi-
nence, but he set the stand-
ard in his commitment to
the power of higher educa-
tion to increase social mo-
bility,” he continued.

University officials said
they chose to name a sec-
tion of Bison Avenue after
Drake because it is a major
connecting road to UC
Irvine’s health sciences
campus, and Drake is a
physician and a member of
the National Academy of
Medicine.

He also previously served
as the UC vice president of
health affairs prior to com-
ing to Irvine.

Photo courtesy Steve Zylius | UCI

UC IRVINE CHANCELLOR Howard Gillman, left, speaks as
UC President Michael Drake, right, is presented with his
named street sign at the at Saturday’s dedication ceremony.

Continued from page A1
STREET

lilly.nguyen@latimes.com
Twitter: @lillibirds

bail for Lee to be $500,000.
Eriz allegedly opened fire

into the back of a vehicle
driven by Aiden’s mother,
Joanna Cloonan, on the
morning of May 21.

The apparent road-rage
incident occurred as Aiden
was being taken to a kin-
dergarten class in Yorba
Linda.

The California Highway
Patrol led the investigation
and had been looking for a
white Volkswagen that had
been seen with a male pas-
senger believed to be the
shooter and a female driver.
The arrests in the case were
made on Sunday in Costa
Mesa, authorities said.

CHP Assistant Chief Don
Goodbrand said the sus-
pected vehicle was found at
a different location from
where the arrests were
made in a news briefing at
the CHP office in Santa Ana
on Monday.

He added that a weapon
believed to have been used
in the crime had been re-
covered.

Orange County Dist. Atty.
Todd Spitzer remarked that
the case has resonated with
the community because
driving on the freeway is an
experience shared by so
many.

Spitzer also commented
at Monday’s briefing that
promises should not be
made concerning the crim-
inal justice system, but that
notion was not sitting well
with him.

“We don’t want to make
promises, but there’s some-
thing about that that leaves
me a little bit empty be-
cause I do want to promise
today, when Aiden was put
below ground, that we will
get justice for him,” Spitzer
said. “We have to promise
him that.

“It’s so important for that
little boy to set an example
for the rest of society about
how we treat each other,
and how we operate, and
how we get out of control
so quickly today and take
actions against other peo-
ple, and some people think
without any responsibility
whatsoever.”

The suspects were appre-
hended in Costa Mesa,
where Orange County Su-
pervisor Katrina Foley pre-
viously served as mayor.

“It doesn’t reflect on
Costa Mesa as a whole, but
I’m just glad that enough
people sent in enough in-
formation so that we could
find the killer,” Foley said. “I
think D.A. Spitzer was right
on, in terms of his com-
ments, that the reason why
we had such an outpouring
and why the whole com-
munity was united was be-
cause who could ever imag-
ine this was going to hap-
pen on the freeway?

“You think about, ‘Wow,

could this happen to me, to
my family?’ As a mom, it
really impacted me quite a
bit.”

After a crowdfunding ef-
fort, Aiden’s family had
posted a $50,000 reward for
information that assisted
with the investigation.

Orange County Supervi-
sors Donald Wagner and
Foley each contributed
$50,000 from the discre-
tionary budgets of their re-
spective offices, and the
Costa Mesa City Council
also approved a $50,000
contribution to the reward.

Grievers continued to
make their way to the 55
Freeway overpass at Walnut
Avenue, near the site of the
shooting, the day after the
arrests were made.

Kristal Vinous, 29, of An-
aheim came by with her
boyfriend and left a teddy
bear at the site of the make-
shift memorial.

“I was actually driving
down this way the day it
happened, so I saw all the
CHP officers just walking
down, and I was wondering
what was happening,” Vi-
nous said. “Right away, I
just looked it up, and I fig-
ured what had happened,
and it just broke my heart
just knowing that’s a 6-year-
old boy.

“I know it’s such a contra-
diction to say it, but I also
feel joyous right now be-
cause they caught people
who are suspected in this.”

Gina Nubia, 23, of Or-
ange said she felt safer fol-
lowing the arrests.

She added that the com-
munity support, which saw
the reward money climb to
$500,000 for information
leading to an arrest and
conviction in the case, was
an impactful statement.

“It was a very powerful
feeling,” Nubia said. “I feel
like every single day, every-
body just wanted them to
get caught … I am a mom
myself, and it’s just a very
strong feeling when some-
body hurts your kids.”

At Monday’s briefing,
Goodbrand did not discuss
the reward money, but he
said that “hundreds of tips”
had been received from the
public and helpful informa-
tion was received.
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A SHRINE in honor of Aiden Leos has grown to hundreds of stuffed animals on an overpass above the 55 Freeway in
Orange. Two suspects were arrested in the freeway shooting case that took the life of the Costa Mesa 6-year-old.
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CHP ASSISTANT chief Don
Goodbrand fields questions
at a news conference
announcing the arrests in
the freeway shooting case.
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