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Hossein Nayeri, the 41-year-old
Newport Beach man who was con-
victed last year of playing a role in
the kidnapping and mutilation of a
medical marijuana dealer, was sen-
tenced Friday to life in prison with-
out parole for what a prosecutor de-
scribed as “diabolical” behavior.

Prosecutors said the 2012 crime
stemmed from Nayeri’s mistaken
belief that the owner of a prosper-
ous Santa Ana pot dispensary, who
has been referred to in court as John
Doe, had hidden $1 million in the
Mojave Desert.

Nayeri and two other attackers
abducted the man and a female
housemate from a home on 25th
Street in Newport Beach and forced
them into a van. The attackers tor-
tured the dispensary owner, tasing
him, burning him with bleach, sev-
ering his penis and leaving him in
the desert. He was rescued after his
housemate made it back to the road
and
hailed a passing sheriff’s deputy.

“From a psychology standpoint, I
live with the feeling of always

Nayeri
gets life
with no
parole
The Newport man is
sentenced for his role in
the 2012 kidnapping and
mutilation of a medical
marijuana dealer.
BY CHRISTOPHERGOFFARD

See Sentence, page A3

Santa’s coming to town in just a
few weeks, but at Fashion Island in
Newport Beach — the tree’s com-
ing first.

Early Wednesday morning,
cranes lifted a 90-foot tall white fir
tree off the back of a flatbed truck
to be “installed,” which Victor Ser-
rao, president of Victor’s Custom
Christmas Trees, said means that
the tree needs to be lifted and
placed. Serrao said it’ll be about a
few days for branches that are
“plugged” back into the tree to fill
it out.

Serrao said the team will return
to coat the tree in a flame retard-
ant, then decorate it to make it the
Christmas tree that shoppers are
familiar with by Nov. 13.

This year, the tree’s going with-
out a lighting ceremony in light of
the COVID-19 pandemic, but
Fashion Island spokespeople said

the tree would be lit every night
and that families would be able to
take complimentary photos with
the tree and make virtual visits to
Santa, starting Nov. 20 through
Jan. 2.

The tree’s arrival marks the be-
ginning of the holiday shopping
season at Fashion Island, which
retailers Voluspa and Neiman
Marcus said they already began
preparations for.

Brittany Bell, an account execu-
tive and training and education di-
rector at Voluspa, described the ar-
rival of the tree as a “north star” in
planning holiday merchandising
and events. Once it arrived, Bell
said it was “full force until the New
Year.”

Adriana Sender, the brand expe-
rience manager for the Fashion Is-
land branch of Neiman Marcus,
agreed, adding that the tree as a

Fashion Island prepares for holidays with Christmas tree arrival

Kevin Chang
Staff
Photographer

FASHION
ISLAND’S
90-foot-tall
holiday white
fir tree is
lowered by a
crane into place
at the Neiman
Marcus-
Bloomingdale’s
Courtyard on
Wednesday
morning.

See Tree, page A4

BY LILLY NGUYEN

A Fullerton woman pleaded
guilty Thursday to felony counts
of vandalism and conspiring to
commit a crime 13 months after
she and a friend stormed a
restaurant at Costa Mesa’s South
Coast Plaza and smashed several
items with a bat.

Laglennda Damona Carr, 25,
also pleaded guilty to one misde-
meanor count of wearing a mask
or personal disguise for an unlaw-
ful purpose and for resisting ar-
rest, according to Orange County
court records.

For her role in the incident Carr
will serve 45 days in jail and per-
form 200 hours of community
service. Documents indicate she
was also sentenced to two years
probation and must pay restitu-

Guilty plea
in case of
vandalism
at restaurant
A Fullerton woman and
a friend smashed several
items with a bat at a
business in South Coast
Plaza in October 2019.
BY SARA CARDINE

See Plea, page A4

following the lead of neighboring
Imperial and San Diego counties,
which were booted back to purple
earlier this week.

“While Orange County remains
firmly in the red tier, it is impor-
tant that we continue this trend,”
Steel said in a news conference
Thursday. “We have made a lot of
progress as a county and continue
to have stable numbers, and I am
hopeful we can continue to do so”

With the holidays, and the lure
of social gatherings, approaching
and as COVID-19 fatigue begins to
take hold eight months into the
pandemic, Orange County Health
Care Agency Medical Director
Matt Zahn urged residents to re-
main vigilant in the months
ahead.

“We’re all aware the holiday

Orange County officials have
for weeks been striving to ad-
vance through the state’s color-
coded reopening tier system —
which ties new coronavirus cases
to allowable reopenings — from
“substantial” red to “moderate”
orange and one step closer to
economic recovery.

But as the county entered its
60th day in the red tier Friday, and
with the number of new infec-
tions and COVID-19 hospitali-
zations continuing to rise, civic fo-
cus has shifted to keeping the
county from sliding back into the
“widespread” purple tier and
more reclosures.

Orange County Supervisor
Chairwoman Michelle Steel re-
cently acknowledged the impor-
tance of keeping the county from

ORANGE COUNTY HEALTH OFFICIALS FOCUS ON
STAYING IN RED TIER AS COVID-19 COUNTS CLIMB

Raul Roa | Staff Photographer

AWOMANwears a mask while walking at South Coast Plaza on Friday.

BY SARA CARDINE

See COVID-19, page A4

It stood out and seemed to fit
into the surrounding landscape
at the same time.

Tied to the palm trees and
buildings in and around Heisler
Park, “Sunset Trace,” a colorful
“Skynet” created by Los Angeles-
based artist Patrick Shearn of Po-
etic Kinetics, soared in a steady
coastal breeze on Friday.

“The thing is it’s so ultra-light-
weight that the smallest breeze
can get individual streamers
dancing,” Shearn explained, “and
then when the wind picks up, de-
pending on the direction of the
wind, you can really see and ex-
perience the sort of larger sym-
phonic motions of the wind at
large, how it wraps around the
buildings and passes through the
trees. ... You really become aware
of sort of how much we’re not
aware of, or how much we don’t
really experience that’s hidden
from us visually.”

The 650-foot-long exhibit is
the featured installation for La-
guna Art Museum’s Art and Na-
ture, an annual event that is now
in its eighth year. Art and Nature
came to fruition under Malcolm
Warner, who plans to retire as the
executive director of the muse-
um at the end of the year.

“I think it was really a master
stroke by Malcolm Warner, the
executive director, to come up
with this concept eight or nine
years ago,” Laguna Beach Mayor
Bob Whalen said of Art and Na-
ture. “Art and nature are kind of
two of the key elements that La-
guna loves, right? We love art, we
love nature, the open environ-
ment.

“To blend those two together
in an outdoor art display, which
they’ve done yearly now is just
very impactful, and the commu-
nity looks forward to it every
year.”

Whalen added that this year’s
Art and Nature installation was a
collaboration between the La-
guna Art Museum and the city’s
Arts Commission.

‘Sunset Trace’ brightens the day at
Laguna Art Museum’s Art and Nature

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

THIS YEAR’S Laguna Beach Art Museum’s Art and Nature exhibit, Patrick Shearn’s Skynet, suspended
along the coastline path from Las Brisas to Main Beach near the Laguna Inn.

BYANDREWTURNER

See Museum, page A4
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Home for the Holidays

FASHION ISLAND - NEWPORT BEACH
949.612.3368 | tbfurniturenewport.com | Atrium Court entrance between Whole Foods and Starbucks

Celebrate the Seasonwith Savings!

Exceptional Holiday Values Storewide!

ACROSS
1 Black Jack or
Juicy Fruit
4 __ at; deride
9 Phi __ Kappa
13 Candy __;
Yuletide sweet
14 Used the ears
15 Merit
16 Rarin' to go
17 __ in; curious
about
19 Last biblical bk.
20 __ level; honest
21 Dangerous
22 Santa's aides
24 Wynken,
Blynken and __
25 Courtroom
panels
27 Most impolite
30 Al or Bobby
31 Soda fountain
order
33 Corn on the __
35 TV's "__: New
Orleans"
36 Make points
37 Destiny
38 Actress
Dennings
39 Pioneer
schoolkid's item
40 Get clean
41 Large snake
43 Envelope
contents
44 Uncooked
45 Steed
46 Play a guitar
49 __ to; because
of
51 As __ as a beet
54 Keeping and
safeguarding
56 One not to be
trusted
57 Meghan
Markle, to Prince
George
58 Windowsill
59 All at __;
suddenly
60 Brooklyn team
61 Derisive smile
62 Short grunt

DOWN
1 __ away; donated
2 Duke or
Princeton
3 TV's "Chicago __"
4 Glows

5 Small change
6 Sworn
statement
7 On the house
8 Hoover's
successor, for
short
9 Standing next to
10 Polishes off

11 Long hike
12 Warhol or
Kaufman
13 Sonata or
Sentra
18 Wear away
20 __-the-top;
outrageous
23 __ down;

reclines
24 Heat in the
microwave
25 Worthless stuff
26 Open a pill
bottle
27 Seldom seen
28 Strewing
29 __ max; fully
31 MRI, for one
32 Weather
forecast
34 Lager
36 As __ as
molasses
37 Pianist & singer
__ Domino
39 Put to __;
humiliate
40 Arctic mass
42 Has confidence
in
43 No __; not
anymore
45 Door hanger's
piece
46 Bridge
47 Word of
agreement
48 Torn asunder
49 Hot spot
50 Broad
52 Every
53 Dr. __ of rap
55 Author
Stevenson's initials
56 __ Grant; Ed
Asner role

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Jacqueline E.
Mathews

SUDOKU
By The Mepham Group

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit, 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit sudoku.org.uk.

Tribune Media
Services

For answers to the crossword and
Sudoku puzzles, see page A3.

The city of Huntington
Beach held a ribbon-cutting
ceremony for its new home-
less Navigation Center on
Monday, after years of trying
to find the right site and
hammering out details.

The Navigation Center,
located on adjacent lots at
17642 Beach Boulevard and
17631 Cameron Lane, will
provide up to 174 shelter
beds for adults, and will also
facilitate additional case
management and support
services. It is expected to
open by the end of Novem-
ber.

“During the past five
years, addressing homeless
related issues has been a top
priority at the city,” Hunt-
ington Beach Mayor Lyn Se-
meta said in a statement.
“Establishing a Navigation
Center here in Huntington
Beach provides us with a
critical tool to help our most
vulnerable adults, while fa-
cilitating an improved qual-
ity of life for everyone in
Surf City.”

Those staying at the tem-
porary shelter are expected
to have access to services
including vocational train-
ing, mental health treat-
ment and transportation to
necessary appointments.

Walk-ins will not be ac-
cepted; clients must be re-
ferred to the Navigation
Center through Huntington
Beach’s homeless outreach
partners.

Mercy House, which the

city contracted with to op-
erate the facility, will provide
on-site security. Access will
only be allowed off Beach
Boulevard, a move designed
to limit the impact to resi-
dents of Cameron Lane.

“We are amazed at the
speed and urgency that the
city displayed in building
the Navigation Center,”
Mercy House Executive Di-
rector Larry Haynes said in
a statement. “It was a re-
markable project that con-
verted vacant land into a
comprehensive shelter that
Mercy House is proud to
operate, and we believe our
services will truly benefit the
entire Huntington Beach
community.”

Michelle Steel, chairwom-
an of the Orange County

Board of Supervisors, also
attended Monday’s ribbon
cutting.

The city broke ground on
the Navigation Center in
August after the City Coun-
cil authorized purchase of
the property in February.

Huntington Beach con-
sidered 35 different shelter
sites over the last several
years, City Manager Oliver
Chi said in an August pre-
sentation to the City Coun-
cil. A structure at 15311
Pipelane Lane fell through
last year after residents and
businesses sued the city,
saying the property should
only be used for industrial
use.

H.B.holds ribbon-cuttingevent for
newhomelessNavigationCenter

Courtesy of city of Huntington Beach

HUNTINGTON BEACH City Council members
participate in Monday’s ribbon-cutting ceremony for the
new homeless Navigation Center. Pictured, from left, are
Mike Posey, Barbara Delgleize, Mayor Lyn Semeta, Mayor
Pro Tem Kim Carr, Patrick Brenden and Jill Hardy.

BYMATT SZABO

matthew.szabo@latimes.com
Twitter: @mjszabo

SHREVEPORT, LA. — A
Costa Mesa man was sen-
tenced Tuesday to six
years in prison for using
altered debit cards to steal
money from ATMs in Lou-
isiana, acting U.S. Atty. Al-
exander C. Van Hook said
in a news release.

Dennis Busch, 40, was
sentenced in federal court

in Shreveport, La., Van
Hook said.

Busch was ordered to
pay more than $63,000 in
restitution.

The release says Busch
admitted in July that he al-
tered and reencoded Capi-
tal One debit cards and
used them along with ac-
count holders’ personal

identification numbers he
had obtained. Prosecutors
said the illegal withdraw-
als took place in 2018 and
2019.

In May 2018, Busch was
arrested in Laguna Beach
on suspicion of conspira-
cy and drug-related of-
fenses.

— Associated Press

CostaMesaman sentenced to six years
for altered debit card scheme in Louisiana
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Trusted Better Banking®

Federally insured by NCUA

30,000 ATMs
Surcharge-FREE

SDCCU® Mobile Deposit
Mobile banking app

Exclusive Discounts
SDCCU Cash Card®
SDCCUdirect®

Message and data rates may apply.

When you don’t want to BankMega®

bankwith SDCCU.

CITYOFNEWPORTBEACH

NOTICEOFPUBLICMEETING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Tuesday,
November 10, 2020, at 4:00 p.m. or soon thereafter as
the matter shall be heard, a public meeting will be
conducted in the City Council Chambers at 100 Civic
Center Drive, Newport Beach. The City Council of the
City of Newport Beachwill consider the following:

ANNUAL REPORTING ON DEVELOPMENT IMPACT
FEES & DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENTS, which is
required pursuant to the Mitigation Fee Act
(Government Code Section 66000, et seq.).

Consideration of the report is exempt from the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant
to Sections 15060(c)(2) (the activity will not result in a
direct or reasonably foreseeable indirect physical
change in the environment) and 15060(c)(3) (the
activity is not a project as defined in Section 15378) of
the CEQA Guidelines, California Code of Regulations,
Title 14, Chapter 3, because it has no potential for
resulting in physical change to the environment,
directly or indirectly.

Copies of the Development Impact Fee Report and
Development Agreements are available for public
review and inspection at the Finance Department

Second Floor), located at the Civic Center, 100 Civic
Center Drive, Newport Beach and on the Finance

www.newportbeachca.gov/
finance.

For questions regarding this item please contact
Rukshana Virany, Accounting Manager, at (949) 644-
3146 or rvirany@newportbeachca.gov.

/s/ Leilani I. Brown,MMC, City Clerk
City of Newport Beach

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Pursuant to the California Self Service Storage Facility
Act (B&P Code 21700 ET seq.) The undersigned will
sell at public auction on Tuesday November 24, 2020 at
3:30 pm Personal property including but not limited to
furniture, clothing, tools and/or other household items
located at: The sale will take place online at
www.selfstorageauction.com
Argersinger, Edgar J.
Rode, Michelle L.
Bose, Katherine M.
Domici, Damon
All sales are subject to prior cancellation. All terms,
rules and regulations are available online at
www.selfstorageauction.com.
Dated this 7th of November and 14th of November
2020 by Costa Mesa Self Storage 3180 Red Hill Costa
Mesa, CA 92626 (714) 966-9901
11/7, 11/14/20
CNS-3413866#
DAILY PILOT
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Vinyl RecordsWanted
$$$ Top cash paid

4 all or part of collection.
Jazz, Classical,

Psychedelic, Blues
949-933-6777 Mike

Miscellaneous
Merchandise

Thank you St Jude & Sa-
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prayers answered-CM

Religious
Announcements

To place an ad, go to
http://timescommunityadvertising.com/

MARKETPLACE

LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF NEWPORT BEACH
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Thursday, November 19, 2020, at 6:30 p.m. or soon thereafter as
the matter shall be heard, a public hearing will be conducted in the Council Chambers at 100 Civic
Center Drive, Newport Beach. The Planning Commission of the City of Newport Beach will consider
the following application:

Industrial Zoning (IG) Zoning District Code Amendments – Amendments to Sections 20.70.020
(Definitions of Specialized Terms and Phrases), 20.24.020 (Industrial Zoning District Land Uses and
Permit Requirements), 20.40.040 (Off-Street Parking Spaces Required), and 20.48.090 (Eating and
Drinking Establishments) of Title 20 (Planning and Zoning) of the Newport Beach Municipal Code.
These amendments would allow food service uses subject to obtaining a minor use permit and the
operation of wine tasting rooms subject to obtaining a conditional use permit in the IG Zoning District.

The project is exempt from environmental review under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
pursuant to Section 15305 under Class 5 (Minor Alterations in Land Use Limitations) of the CEQA
Guidelines, California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Division 6, Chapter 3.

All interested parties may appear and present testimony in regard to this application. If you challenge
this project in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues you raised at the public hearing or in
written correspondence delivered to the City, at, or prior to, the public hearing. Administrative procedures
for appeals are provided in the Newport Beach Municipal Code Chapter 20.64. The application may be
continued to a specific future meeting date, and if such an action occurs, additional public notice of
the continuance will not be provided.

SPECIAL NOTICE REGARDING COVID-19

Given the Declaration of a State Emergency and Proclamation of Local Emergency related to COVID-19,
we recommend that you submit your questions and comments in writing for Planning Commission
consideration by sending them to the Community Development Department at PlanningCommissioners@
newportbeachca.gov. To give the Planning Commission adequate time to review your questions and
comments, please submit your written comments by Wednesday, November 18, 2020, at 5:00 p.m.
In addition, members of the public will have the ability to participate in this meeting telephonically.
Please review the Planning Commission Agenda for further instructions. The Agenda, staff report and
corresponding documents will be posted to the City’s website at www.newportbeachca.gov/planning-
commission, by end of business day on Friday, November 13, 2020. While the City does not expect there
to be any changes to the above process for participating in this meeting, if there is a change, the City
will post the information as soon as possible to the City’s website. The City of Newport Beach thanks
you in advance for continuing to take precautions to prevent the spread of the COVID-19 virus. If you are
unable to participate in the meeting via the process set forth in the agenda, please contact the Planning
Division at 949-644-3200 or CDD@newportbeachca.gov and our staff will attempt to accommodate you.

For questions regarding this public hearing item please contact Chelsea Crager, Associate Planner at
949-644-3227 or ccrager@newportbeachca.gov, 100 Civic Center Drive, Newport Beach CA.

Project File No.: PA2020-042 Activity No.: CA2020-005

Applicant: City of Newport Beach

Location: The Industrial (IG) Zoning District is in the northwest corner of the City near Costa Mesa along
Production Place, 16th Street, and portions of Monrovia Avenue

Lauren Kleiman, Secretary, Planning Commission, City of Newport Beach

LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF NEWPORT BEACH
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBYGIVEN that on Thursday, November 19, 2020, at 6:30 p.m. or soon thereafter
as the matter shall be heard, a public hearing will be conducted in the Council Chambers at 100
Civic Center Drive, Newport Beach. The Planning Commission of the City of Newport Beach will
consider the following application:

Elimination of an amortization period for nonconforming signs –Amendments to General Plan
Policy NR21.2, Coastal Land Use Plan Policy 4.4.4-4, and Sections 20.42.140 of Title 20 (Planning
and Zoning) and 21.30.065 of Title 21 (Local Coastal Program Implementation Plan) of the New-
port Beach Municipal Code (NBMC) to eliminate the existing amortization period for nonconforming
signs, which currently requires all nonconforming signs to be removed by October 27, 2020.

The project is exempt from environmental review under the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) pursuant to Section 15061(b)(3) because it has no potential to have a significant effect
on the environment and CEQA Guidelines Section 15265(a)(1) due to the fact it relates to an
amendment to the Local Coastal Program.
All interested parties may appear and present testimony in regard to this application. If you challenge
this project in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues you raised at the public hearing
or in written correspondence delivered to the City, at, or prior to, the public hearing. Administrative
procedures for appeals are provided in the Newport Beach Municipal Code Chapter 20.64. The ap-
plication may be continued to a specific future meeting date, and if such an action occurs, additional
public notice of the continuance will not be provided.

SPECIAL NOTICE REGARDING COVID-19
Given the Declaration of a State Emergency and Proclamation of Local Emergency related to
COVID-19, we recommend that you submit your questions and comments in writing for Planning
Commission consideration by sending them to the Community Development Department at Plan-
ningCommissioners@newportbeachca.gov. To give the Planning Commission adequate time to
review your questions and comments, please submit your written comments by Wednesday,
November 18, 2020, at 5:00 p.m. In addition, members of the public will have the ability to par-
ticipate in this meeting telephonically. Please review the Planning Commission Agenda for further
instructions. The Agenda, staff report and corresponding documents will be posted to the City’s
website at www.newportbeachca.gov/planningcommission, by end of business day on Friday,
November 13, 2020. While the City does not expect there to be any changes to the above pro-
cess for participating in this meeting, if there is a change, the City will post the information as soon
as possible to the City’s website. The City of Newport Beach thanks you in advance for continuing
to take precautions to prevent the spread of the COVID-19 virus. If you are unable to participate in
the meeting via the process set forth in the agenda, please contact the Planning Division at (949-
644-3200 or CDD@newportbeachca.gov and our staff will attempt to accommodate you.

For questions regarding this public hearing item please contact Matt Schneider, Principal Planner at
949-644-3219 or mschneider@newportbeachca.gov, 100 Civic Center Drive, Newport Beach CA.

Project File No.: PA2019-184 Activity No.: CA2019-007 and LC2019-005
Location: Citywide Applicant: City of Newport Beach
Lauren Kleiman, Secretary, Planning Commission, City of Newport Beach

CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS

looking over my shoulder,
never feeling 100% safe in
any one location for any pe-
riod of time,” the dispensary
owner told Judge Gregg
Prickett at Friday’s sentenc-
ing hearing in Orange
County Superior Court.

The man detailed the in-
juries he had suffered, from
chemical and Taser burns to
the genital mutilation he
called “the most gratuitous,
sadistic injury.”

“What kind of human be-
ing does such a thing?” he
said. “The complications
and pain both physically
and psychologically which
are connected to this sick act
are so profound and deep
that words cannot begin to
discuss the depths of my
pain.”

Asking the judge to im-
pose a life sentence on Nay-
eri, prosecutor Heather
Brown said the crime was
motivated by “pure and utter
greed.”

“Mr. Nayeri wanted some-
thing that he believed the
victim in this case had, and
he was willing to do any-
thing to get that, including
torture and tase and whip
and burn the victim in this
case, so that he could try to
get some mysterious money
that he believed that he
had,” Brown said. “In the
People’s mind there’s no
punishment that’s great
enough for Mr. Nayeri. He is
incredibly dangerous. The
acts he committed were dia-

bolical.”
Prosecutors said Nayeri

had been the ringleader of
the abduction plot. Nayeri
had been combative and
volatile on the witness stand
at his trial last year, and at
his sentencing he spoke
briefly, his voice stentorian
and indignant.

Addressing the victims
and their families, he said he
was “truly sorry for what you
all have been through” but
otherwise offered no expres-
sions of remorse. Instead, he
used his platform to rage
against the justice system
and to brag of his personal
growth.

“We all have flaws and we
know it. I have many flaws.
Wanting to hurt someone is
not one of them,” Nayeri
said. “I keep evolving. Mov-
ing and improving. Other-
wise, as one of my heroes,
Bob Dylan, says, ‘If you’re
not busy being born, you’re
busy dying.’ ”

Nayeri also denounced his
trial, saying that “people
were presented with incom-
plete facts and distorted re-
ality,” and adding: “John
Wayne would have been
dazzled by this wild wild
West style of justice in Or-
ange County.”

During a monthlong trial
in the summer of 2019, Nay-
eri admitted to having
surveilled the dispensary
owner but denied participa-
ting in the abduction.

Nayeri’s DNA turned up
on a glove inside a truck
spotted at the abduction
site. Jurors convicted him of
two counts of kidnapping

and one count of torture,
though they concluded that
he had not performed the
mutilation personally.

At the trial, Nayeri’s for-
mer wife, Cortney Shege-
rian, testified that she
helped Nayeri perform sur-
veillance on the pot dispen-
sary owner. When Nayeri
fled to Iran amid the police
investigation, Shegerian co-
operated with authorities to
lure him to the Czech Re-
public, for ultimate extradi-
tion to the United States.

On Friday, Prickett denied
Nayeri’s request for a new
trial. The sentencing was
originally scheduled for last
October and was delayed for
more than a year, in part be-
cause Nayeri fired his de-
fense attorney after his con-
viction.

Nayeri will remain in the
Orange County jail as he
awaits trial on charges that
he escaped from the jail in
2016, when he and two other
inmates slipped through a
plumbing tunnel and
climbed down a length of
knotted bedsheets to free-
dom. They remained fugi-
tives for about a week before
their recapture.

One of Nayeri’s accom-
plices in the abduction plot,
Kyle Handley, is serving a life
sentence after jurors con-
victed him in 2018 of kid-
napping and torture. Two
other accused accomplices
have yet to stand
trial.

Continued from page A1
SENTENCE

CHRISTOPHER GOFFARD
is a staff writer with the Los
Angeles Times.
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1852 McGaw Ave. Irvine, CA 92614

SELL ME
YOUR CAR
Currently in need of BMW, Mercedes-Benz,

Porsche, Lexus, Acura, Cadillac, Honda, Toyota
vehicles under 100k miles.

Before you trade in, call me, Tim the owner,
for a cash offer @ 949-752-2277

or email info to OCAW777@GMAIL.COM
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There’s no better time to
replace your skylight than now.
Update old, dirty, or leaking skylights with
clear & energy-efficient new ones.

You call.
We answer.

We install
your new skylight.

We come to you.
We measure,
you pick.

©2020 Solatube Home

562-239-9996

When it
RAINS

IT’S A PAIN

CALL TODAY

Ask about Daylighting

Lic.# 847890

Virtual Consultations • 2 Hour Contactless Installation • CDC Safety Procedures

714-242-5045

(949) 645-8512
www.jimjenningsmasonry.com

www.jimjenningsmasonry.com

LET JIM’S 43 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
WORK FOR YOU

Specializing in:

Installation of Brick, Stone,
Slate Patios & Entries
Patio & Yard Drainage

Concrete & Masonry Repairs
The secret to good masonry repair

comes from knowing exactly What kind
of material was used and where to get
it now. All used Brick, common brick,
slate and stone are not the same.

Lic# 827800 Since 1969

Jim Jennings
Custom Masonry Inc
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Make Old Patio Look New
Repair Stucco, Stone or Loose Brick

Pressure and Acid Wash.
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holiday tradition dates back
three decades. Serrao’s com-
pany has served Fashion Is-
land for that entire period.

Serrao said that every
year, the company aims to

bring back trees, ornaments
and lights of a better quality
than the previous year.
Many of his other custom-
ers, he said, aren’t holding a
lighting ceremony, but that
the tree will still be there for
people to enjoy.

“I think especially be-
cause the pandemic hap-
pening in March and we’ve
gone through it now. We’re
hoping it’s rounding a cor-
ner and that things are go-
ing to get better,” Serrao
said. “This is kind of a good
way to end the year, like
‘OK. Things are getting back
to normal. This is the way to
celebrate it.’ ”

Bell, who grew up in
Newport Beach, said the
tree was a sign of being offi-
cially “in” the holiday sea-
son in Orange County.

“It means it’s time to
Christmas shop, go to the
boat parade, walk Balboa to
see the Christmas lights,
wrap presents and holiday
parties. I think it is extra
special this year because it’s
a symbol of joy and nor-
malcy,” Bell said. “Let’s be
honest, 2020 has been
rough. I think everyone

could agree on looking up at
the big pretty tree and let-
ting the rest of the world
melt away for a moment.”

Sender said she also usu-
ally sees an increase in cus-
tomers in the past when the
tree goes up.

Bell agreed, but added
that she felt business has
been consistent throughout
the pandemic at Voluspa
because of the products that
it sells. Both said their re-
spective stores will have
special promotions as Black
Friday and the holiday
shopping season begins.

Both storefronts face the
tree at Fashion Island.

Bell said she has seen
people surprised that the
tree’s arrived. Sender said
she’s seen people taking pic-
tures of the tree, even
though it’s still undecorated.

“I think everyone has
been in survival mode and
are shocked that it’s already
the first week of November,”
Bell said.

“It’s time to get into the
holiday spirit,” she added.
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tion and participate in an
anger management pro-
gram.

The charges stem from
an incident that took place
Oct. 5, 2019, when Carr and
friend Passion Shenay Cole-
man, 27, of Fullerton, re-
portedly walked into Mag-
giano’s Little Italy at South
Coast Plaza wearing face
paint and hooded sweat-
shirts and began smashing
items throughout the
restaurant.

Coleman, who Costa
Mesa police at the time said
was a former employee of
the establishment, was

armed with a bat she used
to allegedly smash a televi-
sion, table settings and
plates while yelling at staff
members. The vandalism is
thought to have caused
thousands of dollars of
damage.

Carr reportedly followed
Coleman into Maggiano’s,
where she began yelling
and acting in a disruptive
manner as customers in-
side the restaurant fled
from their tables. The two
women were apprehended
by police officers in a
nearby parking lot and ar-
rested.

Court records show Cole-
man pleaded guilty on
Jan. 31 to five felony
charges, including making

criminal threats, assault
with a deadly weapon
(non-firearm), vandalism
causing more than $400
damage and conspiring to
commit a crime.

Coleman’s guilty plea also
included five misdemeanor
charges, including battery,
assault, wearing a disguise
for unlawful purposes,
brandishing a weapon and
resisting arrest. In exchange
for her cooperation, she
was sentenced to 180 days
in jail and three years pro-
bation, according to docu-
ments.

Coleman was also or-
dered to pay restitution and
participate in Orange
County’s “Whatever it
Takes,” a voluntary pro-

gram for nonviolent offend-
ers who have been diag-
nosed as chronically, per-
sistently mentally ill and
are homeless or at risk of
homelessness.

Participants in the pro-
gram must have a diagnosis
of schizophrenia, bipolar
disorder or major depres-
sive disorder. Documents
indicate Coleman’s progress
in “Whatever it Takes” will
be reviewed by a judge in a
hearing Monday.

Carr is scheduled to ap-
pear in court Nov. 19 at
8:30 a.m. for a firearms re-
linquishment hearing, ac-
cording to court records.
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Some 12,034 tests county-
wide Friday, bringing the cu-
mulative number of tests is-
sued to 1,160,473 and ac-
counting for a seven-day av-
erage testing positivity rate
of 3.6%, up from 3.2% earlier
this week.

Here are the latest cumu-
lative coronavirus case
counts and COVID-19
deaths for select cities in Or-
ange County:

• Santa Ana: 11,803 cases;
319 deaths

• Anaheim: 10,492 cases;
326 deaths

• Huntington Beach: 2,695
cases; 86 deaths

• Costa Mesa: 2,099 cases;

season is rapidly coming up-
on us,” he said. “We all think
of family gatherings, social
gatherings, work gatherings.
Unfortunately, you just have
to think about those sorts of

events differently, because
there really is a risk there.”

The agency on Friday re-
corded 309 new cases of co-
ronavirus and nine deaths,
bringing Orange County’s
cumulative case count to
61,421 and pushing the fatal-
ity rate to 1,503. Area hospi-
tals reported they were treat-

ing 177 individuals for
COVID-19, including 72 be-
ing cared for in intensive
care units.

The county’s seven-day
average of new cases rose
this week six per 100,000
residents, while the average
health equity quartile pos-
itivity rate decreased slightly
to 5.7%.

Those figures would need
to drop to 3.9 and 5.2%, re-
spectively, for Orange
County to be able to reopen
more business sectors. But
should new cases increase
to seven per 100,000, the
county could be subject to
even greater restrictions.

45 deaths
• Irvine: 1,999 cases; 14

deaths
• Newport Beach: 1,276

cases; 26 deaths
• Fountain Valley: 600

cases; 20 deaths
• Laguna Beach: 258

cases; fewer than five deaths
Here are the case counts

by age group, followed by
deaths:

• 0 to 17: 4,602 cases; one
death

• 18 to 24: 9,209 cases; five
deaths

• 25 to 34: 13,163 cases; 21
deaths

• 35 to 44: 9,758 cases; 38
deaths

• 45 to 54: 9,896 cases; 117
deaths

• 55 to 64: 7,391 cases; 207
deaths

• 65 to 74: 3,729 cases; 297
deaths

• 75 to 84: 2,041 cases; 326
deaths

• 85 and older: 1,585
cases; 491 deaths

Updated figures are
posted daily at occovid19
.ochealthinfo.com/corona
virus-in-oc. For information
on getting tested, visit oc-
covid19.ochealthinfo.com/
covid-19-testing.
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The community has
turned out to view the ex-
hibit, some saying that they
have already seen the
Skynet multiple times even
though the official intro-
duction of the artwork took
place on Thursday. “Sunset
Trace” will remain up
through Nov. 15.

Given its skyward loca-
tion overlooking Heisler
Park, Main Beach and Bird
Rock, the impact of the art-
work could, in part, be felt
by its accessibility.

“It brightens up my day,”
said Olivia Bernal, 41, of La-
guna Hills. “I love the col-
ors, and it’s just something
cheerful in this dark world

we live in, being home
alone and isolated [because
of the coronavirus pan-

demic] and everything go-
ing on political and stuff
like that. It’s just a nice di-

version, a nice change of
scenery.”

Marshall Aren, 67, who
said he has been a Laguna
Beach resident for about 30
years, brought his camera
to engage with the Skynet.

He said he had seen a
number of outdoor public
art projects, some of which
he felt did not always fit
into the landscape, but in
his mind, Shearn’s project
was able to do so.

“I always find them inter-
esting, but this one just
really feels … like it belongs
there,” Aren said.

People of all ages derived
enjoyment from interacting
with the Skynet. Theresa
Marino, 67, of Laguna
Beach brought her 6-year-
old granddaughter, Brook-
lyn Darby, with her to check

it out.
The breeze picked up as

the two of them walked
across the pathway below.
The Skynet reflected its na-
tural environment, a collec-
tion of colors moving vio-
lently beneath cloudy skies
and above crashing waves.
Another observer com-
pared the ability of the ex-
hibit to capture sound to
the rustling of tree leaves.

“You can feel it,” Marino
said. “That’s what I like. You
can feel it. You can see it.
You can hear it.”

Added Brooklyn, “I love
that art can be really nice,
and it can also make nice
memories.”

The beach sometimes
acts as a place to leave the
world behind. Theresa
Cavanaugh, 61, of Laguna

Beach described how “Sun-
set Trace” could have the
same effect.

“It puts you in a different
frame of mind when you’re
just present to the beauty,”
Cavanaugh said. “Just the
color, the motion, it
changes your perspective.”

Shearn is scheduled to
give an online lecture on
the museum’s website to
discuss his work, including
“Sunset Trace,” on Saturday
at 7 p.m.

Art and Nature will also
feature a variety of virtual
events. Among the offerings
are museum tours, as well
as workshops with family
activities covering the fields
of art, nature and science.
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Don Leach | Staff Photographer

A COUPLE take pictures of this year’s Laguna Beach Art
Museum’s Art and Nature exhibit, Patrick Shearn’s Skynet.
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