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Prospective travelers can now be tested for
COVID-19 at John Wayne Airport before they
clear airport security, thanks to a rapid test-
ing clinic operated by Hoag Memorial Hospi-
tal Presbyterian that opened Monday.

Located in Terminal B on the departure
level just before the TSA checkpoint, people
will be able to walk up to the testing clinic
and request a test without an appointment.

Tests will cost $139, but the clinic will also
take insurance if available. Once paid for,
trained clinicians will administer the nasal
swab and take it back to an on-site lab to pro-
duce results in 15 to 30 minutes. Provided is
an antigen test, which detects certain pro-
teins within the virus. This differs from PCR
tests, which detect the genetic material of the
virus and can take about a week for results.

The rapid testing clinic differs from the Fly

Well Clinic, also operated by Hoag, which was
announced in November, and is expected to
be able to offer urgent care services by this
spring.

“As cases continue to rise here in Orange
County and across the nation, it’s important
that our community has access to COVID-19
testing,” Robert Braithwaite, president and

chief executive officer for Hoag, said in a
statement. “We are proud to partner with
John Wayne Airport to offer this convenient
and accessible rapid testing option in the
heart of Orange County.”

The Orange County Health Care Agency re-

NURSESMARIASUAREZ, far right, and ErgeeAlmalvez, second from right, work the front desk as nurse practitioner JoAnnEscalante-Alviz, far left,
instructs a patient on a COVID-19 test atHoag COVID-19 rapid testing clinic in Terminal B on the departure level at JohnWayneAirport on Tuesday.

No test? No problem.
Hoag Memorial Hospital
Presbyterian announced
on Monday it had opened a
COVID-19 rapid testing clinic
at John Wayne Airport.
BY LILLY NGUYEN
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HOAG IS
OFFERING
COVID-19 rapid
testing at John
Wayne Airport.
Results can be
produced in 15 to
30 minutes.

See Test, page A3

The FBI on Monday searched
the Huntington Beach apartment
of a far-right extremist who previ-
ously claimed to have attended
the riot at the U.S. Capitol.

FBI agents searched an apart-
ment on Viewpoint Lane around
10 a.m., said Laura Eimiller, a
spokeswoman for the FBI’s Los
Angeles Field Office. Eimiller said
the search resulted in unspecified
items being removed, but no ar-
rests were made.

She did not confirm the iden-
tity of the resident of the apart-
ment, but public records show the
address is associated with promi-
nent far-right activist Kristopher
Martin, also known as Kristopher
Dreww, and his hairstyling busi-
ness, Hair by Kristopher Dreww.

One unidentified person was at
the residence and was coopera-
tive, Eimiller said. She said she
could not disclose any further in-
formation as the search warrant is
sealed.

Martin, a supporter of Presi-
dent Donald Trump, posted vide-
os on social media on Jan. 6,
claiming to have been part of the
riot at the Capitol.

In a video after the Capitol in-
vasion, which left five people
dead, including one police officer,
Martin appeared to brag about
being part of the mob and en-
couraged other people to join.

“I just got back from storming
the Capitol,” Martin said in the vi-
deo. “It was successful. For all you
bitches on Facebook going crazy
right now talking about it was An-

FBI
searches
home of
man at
Capitol

See Capitol, page A4

HuntingtonBeach
residentwhopreviously
claimed tohavebeen
at the Jan.6 riotnow
sayshedidn’t participate.
BY RICHARDWINTON

The CIF Southern Section an-
nounced Tuesday morning that
it has canceled its fall high school
sports championships because
of the coronavirus pandemic.

As a result, there will be no
section playoffs for football, girls’
volleyball, water polo and cross-
country.

A statement issued by the sec-
tion pointed to a lack of tier pro-
gression with respect to the
transmission of the virus in the
Southern California region as a
primary reason for the decision.

Per the state’s youth sports
guidelines, cross-country is the
only fall sport in the section that
can have competitions in the
purple tier, and that is contin-
gent on the stay-at-home order
being lifted.

The seven counties that com-
prise nearly the entirety of the
section’s membership — Orange,
Los Angeles, Riverside, San Luis

Obispo, Santa Barbara, San Ber-
nardino and Ventura — are in
that most-restrictive tier.

The earliest that competition
could be held between two
teams under current guidance
from the California Department
of Public Health is Jan. 25.

A series of “Let Them Play” ral-
lies were seen in Orange County
and across the state on Friday as
demonstrators pushed for the re-
sumption of high school sports.

In early December, the CIF
State office opted to cancel all re-
gional and state championships
for fall sports.

By removing the playoffs from
the fall sports calendar, the win-
dow has been expanded for sec-
tion schools to potentially sched-
ule and play more regular season
and league games during what
would have been the postseason
dates.

“I just don’t believe that today’s
the day to tell our student-ath-

High school fall sports championships canceled

Christine Cotter

CORONA DELMAR quarterback Ethan Garbers (4) celebrates
during the CIF Southern Section Division 3 title game against
Brethren Christian at Newport Harbor High on Nov. 29, 2019.

BYANDREWTURNER

See Sports, page A4

HIGH SCHOOLS

Huntington
Beach Mayor
Pro Tem Tito
Ortiz has
apologized af-
ter posting a
video on his
Instagram sto-
ries Sunday
criticizing TK
Burgers, a
popular Surf
City restaurant.

The issue centered around Or-
tiz’s continued refusal to wear a
mask during the coronavirus pan-
demic.

“I’m really emotional right now
about a lot of things, and I apolo-
gized,” Ortiz said Tuesday when
reached via phone. “I recanted
everything, and that’s pretty much
it.”

He declined to comment fur-
ther.

Ortiz said Sunday in his Insta-
gram stories that TK Burgers, lo-
cated on Pacific Coast Highway a
block south of Main Street, denied
him service because he wasn’t
wearing a mask.

“Every Sunday I always come to
TK Burgers,” Ortiz said in the vi-
deo. “[Today] they won’t let me or-
der unless I have a mask to come
in. First time all year that I’ve ac-
tually been forced to wear a mask,
but I’m not wearing a mask. TK
Burgers, you lose my business,
you lose H.B.’s business.”

Tito Ortiz
apologizes
after he
criticized
eatery

Tito
Ortiz

BYMATT SZABO

See Ortiz, page A4

Orange County COVID-19 vac-
cination plans hit a snag this
week, as high winds forced a
two-day closure of the Disney-
land vaccination site in Anaheim
Tuesday and a batch of Moderna
vaccine given to more than 5,000
county residents undergoes in-
vestigation for causing possible
allergic reactions.

With strong winds forecast for
Orange County until Wednesday
night, Orange County Health
Care Agency officials announced

Monday the vaccination super
POD (point-of-dispensing) site
opened last week at Disneyland
would be closed Tuesday. After
some deliberation Tuesday, the
agency reported the site would
remain closed a second day and
likely reopen Thursday, based on
weather forecasts.

Thousands scheduled to re-
ceive the first-round vaccine, in-
cluding individuals 65 years and
older, were notified of the tem-
porary cancellation through the
Othena app, recently launched
to help residents schedule

COVID-19 vaccine appoint-
ments. An OCHA representative
confirmed those originally
scheduled to be vaccinated
Tuesday have had their appoint-
ments moved to Thursday.

“Due to high wind warnings
issued by the National Weather
Service for Orange County, the
Disneyland Super POD site will
be closed on Tuesday, Jan. 19,
2021,” read an OCHA tweet
Monday. “Those with appoint-
ments for Tuesday will be noti-
fied of their rescheduled ap-
pointment through Othena

.com.”
Jessica Good, a public infor-

mation manager for the agency,
confirmed Tuesday afternoon no
appointments had been made
for Wednesday due to incoming
weather forecasts earlier in the
week and said Othena will re-
sume scheduling as soon as the
high winds abate.

A high wind warning in effect
through 10 p.m. Wednesday
across southwestern portions of
the state, including Orange

Disneyland vaccine site closed a second day
due to high winds, appointments rescheduled
BY SARA CARDINE

See Vaccine, page A4
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Relive the magic of 50 incredible years, six championships and 
perhaps the greatest player of all �me with the commemora�ve 
book every fan will want to own. This hardcover is packed with 

exclusive imagery, player profiles and much more!

SHOP NOW at
tribpub.com/bullsbook
or call 866-545-3534

 CHICAGO BULLS:
A DECADE�BY�DECADE HISTORY

ACROSS
1 TV's "Who's the
__?"
5 Social division
10 Punch
14 Every
15 Greek alphabet
opener
16 Neighbor of
Ecuador
17 High chair piece
18 Preschool array
20 Deadly critter
21 __ beer float
22 First phase
23 Blackish wood
25 Prefix for med
or view
26 Pea or bean
28 June & others
31 Put on a
pedestal
32 Burger
accompaniment
34 __ bandage;
wraparound strip
36 6/6/44
37 Sow
38 Donkey's
sound
39 __ tight; don't
move
40 Combat injury
41 Man of the
cloth
42 Get out of
prison early?
44 __ away;
rejected
45 Pacino's
namesakes
46 Delhi dollar
47 Small fruit
50 Marries
51 "The Conners"
network
54 Enrolled
57
"Zip-__-Doo-Dah"
58 "As I was going
to St. Ives, __"
59 __ on; keep
thinking about
60 Kelly or Barry
61 Tower city
62 In a __; sort of
63 At __; in
disagreement

DOWN

1 Fraternity letter
2 Sail alternatives
3 Fall guys
4 Timid around
others
5 2020 gangster
movie
6 Metal mixture
7 Tiff

8 "__ will be done"
9 Consume
10 Small piano
11 Camera's eye
12 Craving
13 Powerful wind
19 Antlers
21 European
capital city

24 Lay to rest
25 Wordsworth or
Whitman
26 Boys
27 Albert or Fisher
28 Obey
29 Stubborn
30 Frighten
32 Chimney pipe
33 Fled
35 Black-__ Susan
37 Bursts
38 First, second or
third
40 Cardiff's
location
41 Litter members
43 Per __; for each
person
44 Rainstorm
remnant
46 Fishing line
holders
47 "Get a __!"; cry
to the hysterical
48 Do's followers
49 Periods of time
50 Songbird
52 South __,
Indiana
53 Mediocre
marks
55 49ers' goals, for
short
56 Lamb bearer
57 Not long __;
recently

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Jacqueline E.
Mathews

SUDOKU
By The Mepham Group

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit, 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit sudoku.org.uk.

Tribune Media
Services

For answers to the crossword and
Sudoku puzzles, see page A3.

High winds fueled a
three-alarm structure fire
that broke out at a Hunt-
ington Harbour residence
Tuesday afternoon, send-
ing flames into the attic of
the home and causing
massive amounts of smoke
in the area.

Huntington Beach Fire
Department spokesman
Eric Blaska said multiple
calls came in just after
4 p.m. from witnesses who
saw smoke issuing from
the house off Venture
Drive and called 911.

“With the high winds,
we’re protecting the
houses around it. Blaska
said from the scene Tues-
day while crews continued
to battle the blaze. “We’re
worried about embers fly-

ing off from the roof —
[the fire] is pretty stub-
born, and the attic is pretty
big.”

At one point during the
fight, embers from the
property were blown onto
the roof of a home across
the street and had to be
immediately extinguished.

Blaska said the fire
burned holes into the
shake-shingled roof of the
first residence, preventing
firefighters from climbing
atop the structure to pro-
vide ventilation and aid
them in their fight.

“It would be unsafe for
us to put someone on the
roof,” he added.

All reports indicate oc-
cupants of the property
were not at home when
the fire broke out, and no
firefighters or residents

were injured. One house-
cat was rescued from in-
side.

The cause of the fire was
still being investigated
early Tuesday evening as
portions of inland Orange
County remained under a
high-wind warning issued
earlier that day by the Na-
tional Weather Service.

That advisory indicated
that northeast winds from
25 to 35 mph could be an-
ticipated until 10 p.m.
Wednesday with gusts up
to 60 mph and isolated
gusts as strong as 80 mph.

Residents were warned
of the potential for
downed trees or power
lines, in addition to pos-
sible power outages.

Courtesy of the Huntington Beach Fire Department

ATHREE-ALARMhouse fire that broke out Tuesday afternoon off HuntingtonHarbour’s
VentureDrivewas aided byhighwinds, but no onewas home at the time, officials said.

Firefighters contend
with 3-alarm blaze in
Huntington Harbour
BY SARA CARDINE

sara.cardine@latimes.com
Twitter: @SaraCardine
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Play for FREE at latimes.com/games

Think inside the boxes.

Find all your favorite games like crosswords
and Sudoku, plus a variety of new arcade
games like Jewels Blitz and Cookie Crush.
Available as single-player or multi-player
with our new play-with-friends feature.

CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS

Laguna Beach has launched a
matching grant program to pro-
vide financial assistance to its
residents and people working in
the city who have been adversely
affected by the coronavirus pan-
demic.

The matching grant program
kicked off Jan. 11 as part of the
Laguna COVID-19 Relief Fund. It
is being run through the Laguna
Beach Community Foundation,
and those in need can receive aid
in the form of grants of up to
$1,000 per household for those
who qualify.

The Laguna Beach City Council
included the matching grant to
encourage the community to
help with the relief effort. All
donations to the Laguna
COVID-19 Relief Fund will be
matched by the city up to
$300,000. Donations are also tax
deductible.

The Boys and Girls Club of
Laguna Beach is also assisting
with application submission and
the delivery of the grants, which
will be paid out primarily by
checks and gift cards.

“Right now, we are in the dark-
est days of this pandemic and
hundreds of local workers and
residents have been laid off
again,” Laguna Beach Mayor Bob
Whalen said in a statement.

“They are stretched to the
breaking point to pay their rent,
keep their utilities turned on and
feed their families. I urge our
community to do what it always
does in times of crisis which is to
rise to the challenge and raise
$300,000 to match the city funds.
Please dig deep and give what
you can to help the cause.”

Those looking to apply for a
mini grant or wishing to donate
can do so by visiting laguna
covid19relief.com.

The Laguna COVID-19 Relief
Fund was established in April.
The first round of financial relief
saw 850 residents and people
employed in the city benefit from
$475,000 that was distributed.

Help for restaurants
feeding at-risk during
the pandemic sought

Delivering with Dignity — a
collaboration among Orange
County restaurants, nonprofit

organizations, donors and volun-
teers that has so far delivered
nearly 55,000 free meals residents
in need during the pandemic —
is asking for the public’s help.

Since June, eight local restaura-
teurs have opened their hearts
and their kitchens, preparing free
meals to the county’s neediest
families and residents, many of
whom have been shut in during
the COVID-19 pandemic.

But since stay-at-home orders
issued last month effectively
ended outdoor dining, many of
the restaurants who’ve participa-
ted in Delivering with Dignity
Orange County are now finding
their own livelihoods at risk.

So, to help their business part-
ners, organizers of the effort are
holding a series of raffle drawings
with $50 restaurant gift cards for
diners who visit participating
restaurants throughout January
and February.

Diners can post a photo of
their restaurant receipts to their
Facebook or Instagram accounts
and tag Delivering with Dignity or
email the image to dwd@dragon
kimfoundation.org.

Raffles will be conducted each
week, and winners will be noti-
fied directly. Participating restau-
rants are Cambalache, Fountain
Valley; Taco Mesa, Costa Mesa;
The Recess Room, Fountain Val-
ley; Taco Rosa, Newport Beach;
Toast Kitchen + Bakery, Costa
Mesa; Villa Roma, Laguna Hills;
WaSa Sushi & Teppan, Newport
Beach; and Saltwater Catering,
Irvine.

For more information, visit
deliveringwithdignityoc.org. To
learn about qualifying for meal
delivery in Orange County, call
2-1-1, visit 211OC.org or text your
ZIP Code to 898211. Those inter-
ested in volunteering can visit
volunteers.oneoc.org/opportunity
and sign up to deliver meals.

H.B. Chamber hosts
‘Lunch and Learn’

The Huntington Beach Cham-
ber of Commerce will host its
monthly “Lunch and Learn”
series on Jan. 27 from 11:30 a.m.
to 1 p.m.

Dr. Adam Solomon, chief medi-
cal officer of the MemorialCare

Medical Foundation, will be the
guest speaker. Solomon will be
sharing the latest COVID-19 up-
dates regarding data, policy and
vaccine distribution.

Registration is required at
hbchamber.com to receive the
Zoom meeting link. The cost is $5
for members and $10 for non-
members.

‘Concerts on the
Screen’ continues

The Festival of Arts of Laguna
Beach is moving forward with
“Concerts on the Screen,” a virtu-
al entertainment series it intro-
duced in 2020 because of the
coronavirus pandemic.

Kicking off the 2021 lineup will
be Grammy-nominated singer
and songwriter Terry Steele in a
prerecorded show set to air on
Jan. 29 at 5:30 p.m.

Tickets for the event are $25
per household and are good for
one device only. They can be
purchased at foapom.com/event/
virtual-concert-steele. The concert
is free for Festival of Arts mem-
bers.

Student Leaders
program internships
available to O.C. teens

Civic-minded teens still have
time to apply for Bank of Ameri-
ca’s prestigious Student Leaders
program, which provides paid
summer internships at a number
of area nonprofit organizations.

The deadline to apply is
Jan. 29.

Each year, Bank of America
selects 300 high school juniors
and seniors across the country to
participate in the program, in-
cluding four teens from Orange
County.

The program is part of the
bank’s investment into education
and workforce development for
young adults to obtain job and
leadership experience while mak-
ing a difference in their commu-
nities.

Last year’s eight-week program
converted into an online format
that allowed Orange County
students working with United
Way of Orange County to partici-
pate on a special project while
learning firsthand how to work
within a local organization.

Students must be able to work
35 hours each week for the eight-
week interim, which includes an
all-expenses-paid trip to a Stu-
dent Leaders Summit in Wash-
ington, D.C., July 12 through 17.

Applicants must include a
letter of recommendation from a
teacher, guidance counselor or
school administrator.

Questions may be emailed to
cgsupport@cybergrants.com.

Surfline tabs new
head of marketing

Surfline\Wavetrak Inc., the
Huntington Beach-based com-
pany behind the popular surf
forecasting website Surfline, has
appointed Kim Centeno as its
head of marketing.

Centeno comes to Surfline
from Apple, where she most
recently led marketing for high-
profile subscription services.

Centeno’s hiring comes a
month after Surfline announced
that it had named Kyle Laughlin
as CEO and secured a $30-million
investment from TCG.

— From staff reports

AROUND TOWN

Laguna startsmatching grant program for COVID-19 relief

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

RACHEL BERGER of Sally’s Fund delivers groceries to Laguna Beach resident Muriel Matlock on March 20.

ported a total of 3,995 cases
Monday and Tuesday.
There have been 214,808
cases in the region since
March. County officials also
reported 46 deaths on
Monday and 64 deaths on
Tuesday, bringing the death
toll to 2,477 countywide
since officials began track-
ing data at the onset of the
pandemic.

The location of the rapid
testing clinic allows con-
cerned travelers the ability
to be tested before they
pass security but also al-
lows local residents to stop
by if they need to be tested,
said Marcy Brown, the sen-
ior vice president and chief
hospital operations officer
for Hoag. She added that
officials didn’t want trav-
elers to receive a positive
result after checking in lug-
gage or holding boarding
passes.

“Not only are we servic-
ing these travelers who can
be confident before they
board but also the commu-
nity,” Brown said. “I can go
down there this afternoon
and get tested. I could park
in the short-term parking,
walk in, get my test and
walk out.”

“It’s also serving the sur-
rounding community as a
high-quality, branded, rap-
id COVID testing location,”
she added. Airport director
Barry Rondinella said John
Wayne Airport aims to
make people feel safer and
more secure while they
travel, which includes the

rapid testing clinic and the
Fly Well Clinic.

“People need to fly. They
still have things that they
need to do and places they
need to go. It’s important
that folks know that John
Wayne Airport is safe; it’s
clean; we regularly sterilize
high touch points and at
other places; we have all of
the precautions taken,” said
Rondinella, adding that the
airport has also installed 6-
foot distancing markers
and plexiglass shields.

“Should you want or
need to fly, you are safe at
John Wayne Airport and we
are taking every precaution
that we know of to make
you feel that way and for
that to be the case,”
Rondinella said.

Brown said the goal of
both the rapid testing clinic
and the Fly Well Clinic was
just to keep the community
healthy, whether that was
during the pandemic or
whenever normal life re-
sumes.

“Think of the business
travelers or the families on
vacation that plan on going
to Disneyland,” Brown said.

“What a great, conven-
ient service to have urgent
care services right there in
the airport for someone
who isn’t feeling well, who
just landed and is coming
back to have Hoag right
there, partnered with John
Wayne Airport, offering
these convenient health
services,” Brown said. “It’s a
win. It’s an absolute win-
win.”

Here are the latest cumu-
lative coronavirus case
counts and COVID-19

deaths for select cities in
Orange County:

• Santa Ana: 39,189 cases;
462 deaths

• Anaheim: 36,117 cases;
493 deaths

• Huntington Beach:
8,717 cases; 122 deaths

• Costa Mesa: 7,378
cases; 70 deaths

• Irvine: 8,372 cases; 39
deaths

• Newport Beach: 3,046
cases; 40 deaths

• Fountain Valley: 2,839
cases; 38 deaths

• Laguna Beach: 660
cases; fewer than five
deaths

Here are the case counts
by age group, followed by
deaths:

• 0 to 17: 21,454 cases;
one death

• 18 to 24: 29,929 cases;
five deaths

• 25 to 34: 43,579 cases;
28 deaths

• 35 to 44: 33,789 cases;
51 deaths

• 45 to 54: 34,642 cases;
174 deaths

• 55 to 64: 26,809 cases;
328 deaths

• 65 to 74: 13,271 cases;
473 deaths

• 75 to 84: 6,642 cases;
562 deaths

• 85 and older: 4,545
cases; 855 deaths

Updated figures are
posted daily at occovid
19.ochealthinfo.com/corona
virus-in-oc. Information on
the COVID-19 vaccine in
Orange County can be
found at occovid19
.ochealthinfo.com/covid-19-
vaccine-resources.

Continued from page A1
TEST

lilly.nguyen@latimes.com
Twitter: @lillibirds
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tifa, and saying it wasn’t us,
it was us. We proudly took
back our Capitol.”

Martin said in the video
that he was in his hotel
room to “get some gear on”
and planned to go back,
presumably to the Capitol.

“They brought the Na-
tional Guard out for us. We
had the ... cops running,
they ran from us,” Martin
said. “Not because they are
bitches but because they
are smart.... We did it. God,

it’s so exhilarating!”
Martin could not be

reached for comment. In
an interview Jan. 9 with the
Southern California News
Group, Martin denied any
role in the violence that
took place during the riot
and said he only watched
from afar.

Richard Winton is a staff
writer with the Los Angeles
Times. Times staff writer
Melissa Gomez contributed
to this report.

Continued from page A1
CAPITOL

dailypilot@latimes.com
Twitter: @TheDailyPilot

Ortiz apologized for the
video in a Facebook post
on Monday, saying he
made a bad decision and
that the restaurant is his
favorite burger place in
Orange County.

“I let my emotions get
the best of me,” Ortiz said
in the Facebook post. “I
understand this is a small
business and I would ne-
ver want to ruin that busi-
ness. I apologize to TK
Burgers for my decision.”

TK Burgers employees
on Tuesday referred media
to the company’s corpo-
rate office in Santa Ana. A
message seeking comment
was not returned.

Ortiz, a former profes-
sional mixed martial arts
fighter who was elected to
the City Council in No-
vember with the most

votes in city history, has
drawn the ire of communi-
ty members and fellow
City Council members for
not wearing a mask.

The lifelong Huntington
Beach resident attended a
strategic planning and
goal setting workshop on
Jan. 5 from his car in the
parking lot of the Hunting-
ton Beach Central Library,
instead of putting a mask
on.

Huntington Beach May-
or Kim Carr posted pic-
tures of herself and her
daughter visiting TK Bur-
gers later Sunday on her
Instagram stories, with
bags of takeout in their
hands and masks on their
faces.

“We [love] our local H.B.
businesses,” the post read,
with the restaurant tagged
in the post.

Raul Roa | Staff Photographer

TK BURGERS of Huntington Beach, pictured on Tuesday,
recently denied service to Mayor Pro Tem Tito Ortiz
because he wasn’t wearing a mask inside the restaurant.

Continued from page A1
ORTIZ

matthew.szabo@latimes.com
Twitter: @mjszabo

Twice a week, we bring you the latest on Orange County
from Orange County, with the best of all the journalism
from the Daily Pilot, the Los Angeles Times and TimesOC.
The TimesOC newsletter keeps you up to date on the
county’s diverse communities and shifting political
landscape, its coastlines and environment and how it’s
grappling with issues from immigration to education,
from housing to healthcare. Every Wednesday and Friday,
expect us to deliver the news that matters most to your
community — from business to entertainment to science
to food — and explore what it means for you. We also
equip you for your weekends in Orange County, from its
beaches to the future of high school sports. You can sign
up at latimes.com/oc-newsletter.

SIGN UP FOR THE TIMESOC
NEWSLETTER

Raul Roa | Staff Photographer

letes that we’re done fight-
ing for them, that we’re go-
ing to give up,” CIF Com-
missioner Rob Wigod said
of keeping regular season
games on the table. “As
long as there’s time re-
maining, then we need to
keep that in mind and
hopefully try to keep them
focused and staying pos-
itive towards what’s in
front of them.”

The fall sports of foot-
ball, girls’ volleyball and
water polo were all placed
in the orange tier for “mod-
erate transmission,” which
would necessitate counties
to progress from purple to
red, and then into the or-
ange tier, for those sports
to be allowed.

Orange County has had
110 coronavirus deaths
over the last two days, per
data provided by the Or-
ange County Health Care
Agency on Tuesday.

There has been 2,477 fa-
talities countywide be-
cause of the virus. An addi-
tional 3,995 cases were re-
ported to take the cumula-

tive case count to 214,808.
Reports surfaced of a

football game played be-
tween Orange County pri-
vate schools in Calvary
Chapel and Capistrano
Valley Christian last week.

Wigod said that he has
spoken to the administra-
tion of four high schools al-
leged to have held games,
adding that the section is
continuing the “process of
getting all of the informa-
tion that we need.”

The CIF State office dis-
tributed a letter to its
member schools Tuesday
entitled, “Mandatory Com-
pliance with CIF Bylaws
and CDPH Guidance.” The
communication warned
that any school that did
not comply could be sub-
ject to penalization.

“Any school determined
to have participated in or
to be conducting inter-
scholastic athletics events
in violation of the State’s
orders or CIF rules may be
subject to CIF Article 22
sanctions including, but
not limited to, fines, sus-
pension or dismissal from
membership,” the state-
ment said.

Calvary Chapel football

coach Pat McInally did not
immediately respond to a
request for comment on
the game that was reported
to have been played on
Saturday.

Huntington Beach foot-
ball coach Brett Brown said
his wife, Brianna, is a nurse
at UC Irvine Medical Cen-
ter.

“Don’t get me wrong, I
definitely understand that
things are bad right now,”
Brown said. “My wife’s ac-
tually a nurse, and she’s on
the front lines taking care
of them, but I feel the ef-
fects [on] these kids men-
tally are far worse than the
effects of COVID, on teen-
agers at least.”

Brown added that the
loss of the playoffs did not
change much from his per-
spective, with April 17 re-
maining the final date that
football games could be
played. That leaves about
three months for some
games to be played if the
county were to progress to
the orange tier.

“For the sake of the sen-
iors, I would be happy with
one game,” Brown said,
hopeful that his players
would get to suit up in uni-

form at least once this sea-
son. “The majority of high
school athletes don’t go on
to play their sport after
high school anyways, so if
they can have one more
opportunity, then I’m all
for it.”

The final date of compe-
tition for water polo and
girls’ volleyball as provided
by the section is March 20.
The end date for the cross-
country season is
March 27, and it is April 3
for eight-man football.

That the season was not
canceled outright was also
a net positive for Costa
Mesa cross-country coach
Steve Moreno.

“My heart goes out to
these athletes and what
they’re going through,”
Moreno said. “Just trying to
remain as positive as pos-
sible and work within the
means that are given to us
to be able to sustain some
sort of a season, especially
for fall sports.

“Hopefully by spring,
things will be much better,
and we’ll be able to do
more.”
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County, is forecasting
winds of 25 to 35 mph
with gusts up to 60 mph,
the National Weather Serv-
ice reports. Residents were
advised Tuesday to avoid
forested areas and are
warned of winds high
enough to blow down
trees and power lines,
causing possible power
outages.

O.C. Health Care Agency
representatives assured
Tuesday no vaccine doses
would be discarded as a
result of the unexpected
two-day closure.

Uncooperative weather
is just the latest factor
throwing a monkey

wrench into Orange Coun-
ty’s goal to see most resi-
dents vaccinated against
COVID-19 by July 4.

The Health Care Agency
announced in a release
Monday it had suspended
the use of a batch of Mod-
erna vaccine being investi-
gated by the Centers for
Disease Control and Pre-
vention, the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration and
the manufacturer for caus-
ing a possible allergic reac-
tion.

At least 5,217 individuals
in Orange County are
thought to have received a
vaccination from the batch
in question — lot 041L20A
— according to informa-
tion provided by the state’s
immunization registry.

Residents are advised to

check their vaccination
cards to see if they re-
ceived a vaccine from that
lot number and to report
any adverse reactions to
their doctor or primary
care provider.

“To date, the HCA has
received zero notifications
of allergic reactions requir-
ing medical attention due
to any Moderna vaccines,”
the release stated.

Technical problems are
also making it difficult for
locals to sign up to receive
a COVID-19 vaccine, as the
system struggles to meet
unusually high demands.

Orange County Board of
Supervisors Chair Andrew
Do said in a Jan. 13 news
conference held shortly af-
ter Othena was launched
more than 10,000 people

attempted to book ap-
pointments in one two-
hour period.

“I know people may
have a hard time getting
through because the vol-
ume of people trying to
get appointments is so
high that the system can
be overloaded,” Do said,
adding that an IT team
was working to increase
the system’s bandwidth.
“Be patient — [and] if it’s
not available today, please
try again.”

The county estimated as
of Tuesday more than
250,000 individuals have
so far registered for a vac-
cine appointment through
othena.com.
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