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Danny Kendrick and his wife, Rosa, took
their two young sons, Alexander and Andrew,
to South Coast Plaza on Friday morning.

The trip wasn’t to shop for the Garden
Grove residents, though Rosa Kendrick said
she and her husband “used to be the crazy
people” who would line up for deals in the
early-morning hours of Black Friday.

“The last five years, obviously, Black Friday
and Cyber Monday have had more of an on-
line presence, but COVID really sped that
up,” Danny Kendrick said. “Maybe they have
some good in-store stuff, I don’t know. There’s
just no incentive for us to come and do it
anymore.”

Instead of shopping, this year they came to
South Coast Plaza to take pictures with Santa

Claus. The only thing was, Jolly Old St. Nicho-
las was inside a display, behind glass, and the
pictures had to be taken in front.

“It’s like, walk through, take it through the
glass and that’s it,” Danny Kendrick said.
“Normally, this would been hours to wait to
see Santa up there. That’s why we came first

thing [in the morning].”
If nothing is normal during the co-

ronavirus pandemic, Black Friday was not
the exception to the rule for local malls like
South Coast Plaza, Fashion Island in Newport

JAY OLAVARRIA, left, of Westminster takes a photo of his wife, Jessica, and son, Jace, 2, seated on a bench in front of a window protecting Santa
Claus during a relatively quiet Black Friday morning at South Coast Plaza.. Patrons at the mall said the shopping day was calmer than in past years.

A toned-down Black Friday
South Coast Plaza crowds were
calm after opening Friday, with
malls allowed to be at just 25%
capacity due to the coronavirus.

BYMATT SZABO

See Friday, page A5
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sanitizes an escalator
handrail on Black
Friday at South Coast
Plaza. Signs were
posted throughout
the mall for shoppers
to maintain physical
distance, wear a face
mask and sanitize
their hands.

As Orange County’s Nov. 3 gen-
eral election ends, another one is
brewing to take place early next
year for an open seat on the
county Board of Supervisors.

Earlier this month, the five-
member panel’s Republican
chairwoman, Michelle Steel of
Surfside, defeated incumbent U.S.
Rep. Harley Rouda (D-Laguna
Beach) in the race for the 48th
Congressional District.

Steel’s win has left her 2nd Dis-
trict seat up for grabs in a special
election that could take place
around March. The winner would
represent a wide swath of coastal
Orange County, including Hunt-
ington Beach, Newport Beach,
Costa Mesa and Fountain Valley.

So far, at least two people have
publicly confirmed their candida-
cies: state Sen. John Moorlach (R-
Costa Mesa) and Huntington
Beach Councilman Mike Posey.

Moorlach is a former supervi-
sor who served the 2nd District
from 2006 to 2015. In 2016, he suc-
cessfully ran in a special election
for the 37th state Senate seat but
recently lost his reelection bid to
Democrat Dave Min, a UC Irvine
law professor.

In an interview Friday, Moor-
lach pointed to his broad finan-
cial and political experience — in-
cluding 12 years as the county’s
treasurer-tax collector — as quali-
fications to again serve in the su-
pervisor seat. He is also a certified
public accountant and famously
predicted Orange County’s bank-
ruptcy in 1994.

Local
officials
may vie
for Steel’s
open seat
Michelle Steel’s Nov. 3
election to the House of
Representatives leaves a
vacant seat on the O.C.
Board of Supervisors.
BY BRADLEY ZINT

See Steel, page A3

Tuesday night was Councilman
Jeff Herdman’s last meeting — on
the Newport Beach City Council
dais, at least.

Herdman
stepped down
Tuesday after
serving one
term on the
City Council.
He was
elected in
2016. Herd-
man ran
against
businessman
and activist

Mike Glenn and businessman Lee
Lowrey to replace termed-out
Councilman Ed Selich. His seat,
which represents the residents on
Balboa Island, was up for reelec-
tion this election cycle.

Herdman lost to newcomer and
restaurateur Noah Blom. Data
from the Orange County Regis-
trar’s Office now states that Blom
took about 59.61% of the votes.
Herdman came in with about
40.39% on Nov. 3.

Athough he is exiting from his
formal position on City Council,
Herdman said Wednesday that he
plans on continuing to be in-

Council
members
praise
Herdman
on exit
The councilman, elected
in 2016, lost his seat to
opponent Noah Blom
in the Nov. 3 election.
BY LILLY NGUYEN

See Herdman, page A4

Jeff Herdman

The donut business isn’t easy.
There’s a hustle to it, and director
Alice Gu captures it in her debut
documentary “The Donut King.”

The film follows an immigrant
tale of the American dream
through Bun Tek “Ted” Ngoy, a
Cambodian refugee whose
charmed life is full of war, ro-
mance, entrepreneurship, racism
and a caution about greed. Also,
significantly for Ngoy, other Cam-
bodian refugees and their chil-
dren — donuts.

Ngoy built a vast donut shop
empire across California and it
started in 1970s Orange County.
He tasted his first donut at a
Tustin gas station, trained as a
baker in a La Mirada Winchell’s
and ran his own Winchell’s store
in the Balboa Peninsula.

Then he opened his first inde-
pendent shop in La Habra, even-

tually covering the rest of O.C.
and California landscape with a
familiar coat — yellow strip mall
signs with red lettering reading
Christy’s Donuts.

Ngoy and his family enjoyed

the fruits of their labor and at one
point moved into a 7,000-square-
foot mansion in Mission Viejo.
He also sponsored more than 100
Cambodian refugee families and
established a path of financial

opportunity for them in America.
The documentary goes back

and forth between Ngoy and the
present-day lives of second- and
third-generation donut shop kids
or what Gu refers to as Donut
Generation 2.0.

In this condensed and edited
conversation, Gu talks about the
American dream, Cambodian
American Republicans, 1970s Or-
ange County and the best donut
she ate during filming.

What drew you to Ted’s story
at the start?

Finding out about his story, it’s
fascinating — a guy who comes
here penniless and becomes a
Donut King. That phrase “Donut
King” is already so eye-catching
right off the bat. Upon deeper
glance, it was so personal for me.
I’m Chinese American. I am the

Documentary follows O.C.’s ‘The Donut King’

Courtesy of Greenwich Entertainment

DIRECTOR ALICE GUmakes her film debut with "The Donut King,"
a documentary that follows the life of founder Ted Ngoy.

BY VERA CASTANEDA

See Donut, page A6

The Sandpiper Lounge in La-
guna Beach has seen generations
of people walk through its doors.

It was established in 1942, and
the bar has been owned and op-
erated by Chuck Harrell and his
family for more than 50 years.

Started as a fine dining restau-
rant created by Harrell’s uncle,
Tom, the Sandpiper went
through a change of ownership
multiple times until it was
bought by Harrell, his mother,
Jeana, and his brother, Chip, on
Dec. 6, 1969.

The Harrell brothers had just
returned from service in the
Army, and many decades since

Sandpiper Lounge, hindered by pandemic
restrictions, gets a pick-me-up from fundraiser
BYANDREWTURNER

Don Leach | Staff
Photographer

OWNERS CHUCK
and Jeannie Harrell,
with their sons,
Spencer and Grant,
stand under the
famous “sticker
board” at the
Sandpiper Lounge,
also known to locals
as the “Dirty Bird” in
Laguna Beach.

See Lounge, page A5
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1852 McGaw Ave. Irvine, CA 92614

SELL ME
YOUR CAR
Currently in need of BMW, Mercedes-Benz,

Porsche, Lexus, Acura, Cadillac, Honda, Toyota
vehicles under 100k miles.

Before you trade in, call me, Tim the owner,
for a cash offer @ 949-752-2277

or email info to OCAW777@GMAIL.COM
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©2020 Solatube Home

562-567-0148
SolatubeHome.com

Virtual Consultations • 2 Hour Contactless Installation • CDC Safety Procedures

Brighten your home
with beautiful, natural
light.
• Great for kitchens, hallways, and
bathrooms

• Save up to $300 with a 26% Tax
Credit*- ENDING DEC 31st!

Replace your old,
cracked skylights
fast.
• Ask about our New
Fresh Breeze Skylight

• Save up to $500 with a 26%
Tax Credit* - ENDING DEC
31st!

*On solar-powered products

Lic.# 847890

All Month Event!
BLACK FRIDAY

BLACK FRIDAY
INSTANT
REBATE

Lowest Price of the Year!
Call for details.

714-242-5053

(949) 645-8512
www.jimjenningsmasonry.com

www.jimjenningsmasonry.com

LET JIM’S 43 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
WORK FOR YOU

Specializing in:

Installation of Brick, Stone,
Slate Patios & Entries
Patio & Yard Drainage

Concrete & Masonry Repairs
The secret to good masonry repair

comes from knowing exactly What kind
of material was used and where to get
it now. All used Brick, common brick,
slate and stone are not the same.

Lic# 827800 Since 1969

Jim Jennings
Custom Masonry Inc

45

Make Old Patio Look New
Repair Stucco, Stone or Loose Brick

Pressure and Acid Wash.

51

ACROSS 1 Ticket's
end
5 Annoying email
9 Lackluster
13 Excavation pits
15 African nation
16 Princely title in
India
17 "__ Cowboy";
John Travolta film
18 Like two peas in
a pod
20 "Wow!"
21 Fourth calendar
pg.
23 Harsh
24 Word on a
wanted poster
26 Edison's initials
27 By a whisker
29 Overwhelming
fear
32 Accumulate
33 Tired
35 Dove's cry
37 Dylan & Denver
38 Seizes
39 Unsightly mark
40 Deborah's "The
King and I" costar
41 Venetian blind
pieces
42 Stop
43 Baggage
porter
45 Explosions
46 "If I __ a
Hammer"
47 Campbell or
Judd
48 Bach's first
name
51 Koch & Harris
52 Turned __; no
longer interested
55 Supervisors
58 Orange
Muppet
60 Ray of light
61 Kill flies
62 Passed out
cards
63 Mex. miss
64 __ out; begins a
trip
65 __ market; swap
meet

DOWN
1 Holier-than-thou
2 Michelin product
3 Intolerable
4 Actress Arthur
5 Mixes in a bowl
6 Group of whales
7 Suffix for mile or
yard

8 Dracula &
Godzilla
9 Chauffeur
10 TV's "The
Amazing __"
11 Open a bit
12 Actor Christian
14 Slow-moving
creatures

19 Emotional
22 Salary
25 "I couldn't care
__!"
27 Youngest
family member
28 Western
novelist Louis L'__
29 Keep __ on;
monitor
30 Infrequent
31 Rump __; cut of
beef
33 Outer garment
34 Chow down
36 Unrefined
minerals
38 Joy
39 Clothing tear
site
41 MRIs & CTs
42 Nighttime shop
window sign
44 TV's "__ & Greg"
45 Rotten
47 Hornet homes
48 Professions
49 Finished; done
50 Warmth
53 Use an emery
board
54 Crumbly
cheese
56 Lamb bearer
57 Traitor
59 TKO caller

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Jacqueline E.
Mathews

SUDOKU
By The Mepham Group

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit, 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit sudoku.org.uk.

Tribune Media
Services

For answers to the crossword and
Sudoku puzzles, see page A6.

Sign up for TimesOC newsletter: Twice a week, we bring you the latest on Orange
County from Orange County, with the best of all the journalism from the Daily Pilot, the
Los Angeles Times and TimesOC. The TimesOC newsletter keeps you up to date on the
county’s diverse communities and shifting political landscape, its coastlines and
environment and how it’s grappling with issues from immigration to education, from
housing to healthcare. Every Wednesday and Friday, expect us to deliver the news that
matters most to your community — from business to entertainment to science to food —
and explore what it means for you. We also equip you for your weekends in Orange
County, from its beaches to the future of high school sports. You can sign up at
latimes.com/oc-newsletter.

ALSO FROM THE DAILY PILOT:

Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

Coastal Commission in July.
Environmental justice was a
primary concern because
the rates were anticipated
to disproportionately im-
pact underserved commu-
nities.

The city has provided a
free trolley service in the
past, which allowed visitors
to reach the beaches and
downtown area from free or
lower-cost peripheral park-
ing lots. Due to the co-
ronavirus pandemic, the
trolley service has been sus-
pended since March 20.

The five-year parking rate
structure plan calls for an
initial increase of $1 per
hour for metered parking
spots and $1 per day for flat-
rate lots during non-sum-
mer months, outlined in the
proposal as Labor Day to
mid-June. The meters lo-
cated on Cliff Drive in
Heisler Park currently
charging $2.50 per hour,
will not be subject to a rate
hike.

Summer rate increases
would not go into effect un-
til 2022 and are subject to
the operation of the trolley
service, Dupuis said.

Between 2022 and 2025,
the city could impose a
maximum rate hike of 10%
during the summer
months.

The city has a tiered park-
ing rate structure between
the downtown business dis-
trict, the festival zone and
the coastal zone.

“In the coastal zone, the
rates are the lowest and will

The Laguna Beach City
Council voted unanimously
at its Nov. 17 meeting to ap-
prove a plan to raise the
rates of public parking lots
and metered parking spots
over the course of the next
five years.

Laguna Beach has not
seen an increase to its pub-
lic parking rates since 2014,
but city staff said that the
proposed rate hikes can
help address issues with
parking availability and
provide revenue for services
that benefit visitors.

“The additional revenue
will help reimburse the city
for the existing costs of
serving visitors and provide
funds for future parking
spaces, parking programs
and other visitor-related
services,” Assistant City
Manager Shohreh Dupuis
wrote in an email. “The in-
creased revenue, in normal
times, would be expected to
generate about $2.6 million
a year.”

Dupuis added in a report
to the council that the city
would ideally like to have a
public parking occupancy
of 85% to reduce traffic con-
gestion and impact to the
adjacent neighborhoods.

A plan for public parking
rate hikes was previously
denied by the California

continue to be the lowest of
the three zones, and that’s
with the purpose of en-
hancing coastal access,” Di-
rector of Community Devel-
opment Marc Wiener said.
“We also have 770 free
spaces that enhance coastal
access.”

Councilwoman Toni Ise-
man expressed concern
that free parking in neigh-
borhoods next to the coast
could translate to a deficit
of available parking.

“If you don’t have me-
tered parking, if you don’t
have a time to move, you
end up with actually no ro-
tation of these spaces, and
it doesn’t do anything in
terms of allowing additional
people to utilize space,” she
said.

Laguna Beach Mayor Bob
Whalen said that the park-
ing rate hikes would help
provide funds that go
toward services that provide
a good experience for visi-
tors, including for trash
pickup, marine safety and
beach patrol by law en-
forcement.

Whalen offered further
support of the coastal de-
velopment permit in saying,
“You don’t find much free
parking along the coast. I
think we probably provide
more than perhaps any
other jurisdiction along the
coast, given what we’ve
done with our peripheral
lots.”

Laguna Beach council OKs
plan to increase parking rates

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

THE LAGUNA BEACH City Council voted to approve
raising the rates at metered parking spaces in the city.

BYANDREWTURNER

andrew.turner@latimes.com
Twitter: @ProfessorTurner
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Home for the Holidays

FASHION ISLAND - NEWPORT BEACH
949.612.3368 | tbfurniturenewport.com | Atrium Court entrance between Whole Foods and Starbucks

Celebrate the Seasonwith Savings!

Special Holiday Sale EndsMonday!

A s we approach the end of a
year in which the
COVID-19 pandemic

brought unprecedented upheaval
to education, and as schools lurch
backward and forward and back
again in varying stages of reopen-
ing their campuses, parents are
understandably worried about the
future.

They wonder about the long-
term impact of all the disruption,
and if their children will suffer
lasting harm.

The answer: Yes. No. It de-
pends.

Now that I’ve cleared that up
for you, I will amend the above to
state categorically that no one can
predict with anything approach-
ing precision how the long-range
effects on students will manifest.
Although we have hints from
history, some educated guesses
and earnest efforts to mitigate the
impact, the uniqueness of our
current situation obstructs our
long-range view toward what lies
ahead.

The 1918 flu pandemic funda-
mentally altered the world, but
that was a different disease that
hit young people particularly
hard, and it occurred long before
computers and the Internet could
be used for distance learning.

More recently, the school shut-
downs in Christchurch, New
Zealand, after an earthquake in
2011 did not result in long-term
learning losses, researchers found.
It was similar after Hurricane
Katrina in New Orleans in 2005.

But those closures lasted weeks,
not several months, and were
contained to specific geographic
areas.

Among the biggest worries now
is that our current crisis is exacer-
bating the deep inequalities that
already existed in education.

Since the beginning of the
pandemic and the switch to
mainly online learning, schools
have experienced increases in
absenteeism, and attention-deficit
and motivational issues have
multiplied. Some students didn’t
have access to the devices or
Wi-Fi they needed to connect to
their classes, and many had diffi-
culties finding adequate space to
do their work.

All these problems hit students
on the lower end of the socioec-
onomic spectrum hardest. And
even though school adminis-
trators and teachers have been
working overtime to bring disad-
vantaged students up to speed,
those kids remain at risk of suffer-
ing disproportionate learning
losses.

The consequences of those
losses could unfold in significant
ways in the years to come.

A report by the consulting firm
McKinsey & Co. warned of larger
academic achievement gaps and
higher drop-out rates that simply
can’t be erased in a year. It’s pos-
sible we will see long-term harm
to individuals and society, includ-
ing greater income disparities,
higher crime rates and lower
economic growth, it said.

These are not inevitable out-
comes, McKinsey noted. But
lasting damage is increasingly
likely if we don’t urgently inter-
vene to give more support to the
most vulnerable students.

The other, possibly even great-
er, concern is over the potential
impact to the social-emotional
development and well-being of
students.

From primary grades to higher
education, schools have long
assumed responsibility for foster-
ing the growth of what is often
referred to as “the whole child.”
Schools aren’t seen as mere aca-
demic factories but also play a key
role in developing kids’ broader
understanding of how to function
in society. They are where stu-
dents learn to navigate relation-
ships, explore interests and mark
important milestones.

Suddenly last spring, a big
chunk of that developmental
underpinning was yanked away,
and it has remained largely absent
ever since.

While more data is needed,
reports have been surfacing with
alarming regularity pointing to
increases in students experiencing
symptoms of anxiety, depression

and suicidal ideation due to feel-
ings of isolation and alienation.

Even absent serious mental
health issues, parents fear that
their children’s overall devel-
opment has been hindered, a
possibility that could take years to
address.

Whipsawed school adminis-
trators, who’ve been tasked with
wrestling chaos into some facsim-

ile of orderliness and productivity,
say that they are coping with
these issues as best they can.

“This is such a unique situation
that has really caused us to rein-
vent ourselves in a short period of
time,” said John Drake, Newport-
Mesa Unified’s assistant superin-
tendent and chief academic offi-
cer.

The district, which recently
welcomed students back to cam-
pus part time, is attempting to
identify those most in danger, he
said. It’s providing additional
professional development for
teachers, and increased counsel-
ing and other support services for
students.

But Drake said he’s “reluctant to
be a fortune-teller” regarding any
possible long-term effects.

Cal State Fullerton opted to

take the “slow and steady” ap-
proach to reopening, said Vincent
Vigil, CSUF’s associate vice presi-
dent for student affairs. He’s been
meeting every other day with
colleagues to plan strategies, a
mission complicated by setbacks
in the state’s pandemic response.

The biggest impact on students
so far has been financial, he said.
Funds from the federal CARES Act
helped, and CSUF has so far
avoided the enrollment declines
seen at many other universities.

Vigil did have one prediction:
“Higher education after this is
never going to be the same
again,” From now on, he believes,
there will always be a substantial
online component.

“We’re doing all these things
that we thought before, ‘Hey,
that’s not going to work.’ But
we’ve had to make it effective. We
had to force ourselves to do it.”

I expect that before we get
through the pandemic, we’ll all be
required to summon even greater
levels of patience and resilience,
and the aftermath could present
more challenges still.

As for exactly how all the force-
fed experimentation will effect
this generation of guinea-pig
students — well, that’s anyone’s
guess.

COMMENTARY: PATRICE APODACA

Education’s present may forecast future problems

PATRICE APODACA is a former
Los Angeles Times staff writer and
is coauthor of “A Boy Named
Courage: A Surgeon’s Memoir of
Apartheid.” She lives in Newport
Beach.

Among the biggest worries now is that
our current crisis is exacerbating the
deep inequalities that already existed in
education.

“You’ve got someone
who’s got a credible record
of dealing with municipal
finance,” Moorlach said.

Moorlach said he was
convinced to run after sup-
porters called and urged
him.

“When that got to be a
rather strong chorus, then I
had a long chat with Mrs.
Moorlach,” he said. “Going
through campaigns is not
for the faint of heart. We
just did a lot of talking and
discussing, and when the
calls kept going, she gave

me the green light.”
Moorlach said a key part

of his campaign will be
about addressing home-
lessness and mental health.

“Having someone with
Sacramento relationships
should help, and someone
who knows the homeless-
ness in Orange County.
That’s an asset I bring,” he
said, adding, “As a county,
we have been lacking in try-
ing to address that need.
Many homeless are suffer-
ing from mental illness.
We’ve got to figure out how
to help these individuals.”

Moorlach has received
endorsements from New
Majority, the Lincoln Club

of Orange County and Fam-
ily Action PAC.

Posey was first elected to
the Huntington Beach City
Council in 2014. He won re-
election in 2018 for a term
that lasts through 2022. In
2019, he first announced his
intent to run for the 2nd
District, although it was for
2022, when Steel would’ve
been termed out had she
not won her congressional
bid.

Posey, who did not im-
mediately respond to a re-
quest for comment Friday,
told the Voice of OC earlier
this month he thinks he has
a shot for the seat because
of his support from Repub-

lican and independent vot-
ers. He pointed to its 2018
council reelection as proof.

Costa Mesa Mayor
Katrina Foley, a Democrat
who handily surpassed her
competitors in her reelec-
tion bid this month, has
also expressed interest in
the position and is report-
edly exploring a run.

Foley did not respond to
requests for comment, but
told Voice of OC earlier this
month that, “I’m just ap-
preciative of all the support
and kind of humbled by the
outpouring of people call-
ing and texting and asking
me to run. But that’s a lot to
think about. All of this is

unexpected.”
Foley, an attorney by

trade, has also served as a
trustee on the Newport-
Mesa Unified School Dis-
trict.

According to Voice of OC,
others have also been
talked about as candidates
but haven’t made formal
announcements: Hunting-
ton Beach Councilwoman
Kim Carr; Newport Beach
Councilwoman Diane
Dixon, who recently lost
her bid for the 74th state
Assembly seat; Newport
Beach Councilman Kevin
Muldoon, who is reportedly
fundraising; former state
Assemblyman and county

GOP Chairman Scott
Baugh; Huntington Beach
Councilman Erik Peterson,
who has opened a fundrais-
ing committee; and former
Supervisor Janet Nguyen,
who recently won her bid
for the 72nd state Assembly
seat.

Newport Beach Mayor
Will O’Neill was also men-
tioned but confirmed to the
Daily Pilot on Friday that he
is not planning to run.

Bradley Zint is a contrib-
utor to Times Community
News.

Continued from page A1
STEEL

dailypilot@latimes.com
Twitter: @TheDailyPilot
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Sell your unwanted items
the easy way! Place a
Classified ad today!

timescommunityadvertising.com

Vinyl RecordsWanted
$$$ Top cash paid

4 all or part of collection.
Jazz, Classical,

Psychedelic, Blues
949-933-6777 Mike

Miscellaneous
Merchandise

Thank you St Jude & Sa-
cred Heart of Jesus for
prayers answered-CM

Religious
Announcements

Advertise in CLASSIFIED Today
timescommunityadvertising.com

Classified is
CONVENIENT
whether you're
buying, selling,
or just looking,
classified has
what you need!
To advertise in
CLASSIFIED

go to
timescommunityadvertising.com

Classified is
CONVENIENT
whether you're
buying, selling,
or just looking,
classified has
what you need!
To advertise in
CLASSIFIED

go to
timescommunityadvertising.com

CITY OF LAGUNA BEACH
NOTICE INVITING BIDS
FOR CONSTRUCTION OF ROOF
REPLACEMENTS
CIP 20-9887

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that electronic bids
will be received by the City of Laguna Beach for the
Roof Replacements, CIP 20-9887 together with
appurtenances thereto.

DATE OF OPENING BIDS: Bid prices for each line
item of the Schedule of Work must be entered and all
other required documents for the bid proposal packet
(pages B-1 through B-4, B-7 through B-15) must be
uploaded to the PlanetBids system no later than 10:00
am on December 15, 2020, after which time bids will
be publicly opened and read aloud at the Office of the
City Engineer of the City of Laguna Beach, located at
479 Ocean Avenue, Laguna Beach, California, 92651.
No late bids will be accepted.

DESCRIPTION OF THE WORK: In general, the
work comprises of replacing the builtup roof and
cement tile roof including underlayment, gutters, edge
metal, flashings, and skylights at 479 Ocean Avenue
and replacing portions of the tile roof, replacing
damaged starter boards, repairing damaged corbel tails
and rain gutters at City Hall (505 Forest Ave.) all
within the City of Laguna Beach.

AWARD OF CONTRACT: (a) The City reserves the
right after opening bids to reject any or all bids, to
waive any informality (non-responsiveness) in a bid, or
to make award to the lowest responsive, responsible
bidder and reject all other bids, as it may best serve the
interest of the City.
(b) As a condition of award, the successful bidder will
be required to submit payment and performance bonds
and insurance.

COMPLETION OF WORK AND LIQUIDATED
DAMAGES: All work is to be completed in a total of
TWENTY (20) working days, excluding holidays,
from the date specified in the Notice to Proceed, which
is anticipated to be March 1, 2021. Liquidated
damages shall be $1,500 per working day, for each and
every working days delay in finishing the work.

CONTRACTOR’S LICENSE CLASSIFICATION:
The Contractor shall possess a valid Class B, General
Building Contractor, or C-39, Roofing Contractor,
Contractor License at the time of submitting bids, in
accordance with provisions of Chapter 9, Division III
of the California Business and Professions Code.

WAGE RATE REQUIREMENTS: In accordance
with the provisions of Sections 1773.2 of the California
Labor Code, copies of the general prevailing rate of per
diem wages as determined by the State Director of
Industrial Relations are available on the Internet at the
World Wide Web site of the State Department of
Industrial Relations at www.dir.ca.gov under Statistics
and Research. It shall be mandatory upon the contractor
to whom the contract is awarded and upon any
subcontractor under him to pay not less than said
specified rates to all workers employed A-2 by them in
the execution of the contract. All parties to the contract
shall be governed by all provisions of the California
Labor Code relating to prevailing wage rates; Sections
1770-1781 inclusive.

RETAINAGE FROM PAYMENTS: The Contractor
may elect to receive 100 percent of payments due under
the Contract Documents from time to time, without
retention of any portion of the payments by the City, by
depositing securities of equivalent value with the City
in accordance with the provisions of Section 22300 of
the Public Contract Code.

OBTAINING OR INSPECTING CONTRACT
DOCUMENTS: Contract Documents, in digital Adobe
Acrobat (.PDF) format, are available at the City of
Laguna Beach’s website at
http://lagunabeachcity.net/cityhall/pw/bidinfo/default.ht
m. Once at this site, click on the “Click here to access
the City of Laguna Beach PlanetBids portal”. If you are
not currently registered with PlanetBids for the City of
Laguna Beach, please click on the “New Vendor
Registration” button, then complete the electronic
supplier registration process. Interested firms must be
registered in order to submit a bid. Firms must also
check the website periodically for addenda information
as failure to acknowledge any and all addenda will
result in bid disqualification.

REGISTRATION WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF
INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS: No contractor or
subcontractor may be listed on a bid proposal for a
public works project (submitted on or after March 1,
2015) unless registered with the Department of Industrial
Relations pursuant to Labor Code section 1725.5 [with
limited exceptions from this requirement for bid
purposes only under Labor Code section 1771.1(a)]. No
contractor or subcontractor may be awarded a contract
for public work on a public works project (awarded on
or after April 1, 2015) unless registered with the
Department of Industrial Relations pursuant to Labor
Code section 1725.5. This project is subject to
compliance monitoring and enforcement by the
Department of Industrial Relations.

ESTIMATE OF PROBABLE COST: The estimate
of probable cost for the project is $200,000.

PROJECT REPRESENTATIVE: All
communications relative to this project shall be directed
to Reza Jafari, Deputy Director of Public Works at
rjafari@lagunabeachcity.net. Deadline for all
inquiries is 5:00 pm on December 4, 2020.
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Jessey Cordero, a Foun-
tain Valley resident, was
recognized by the Fountain
Valley Police Department
on Monday for his contrib-
utions to crime prevention
in the city.

On June 26, 2019, Cord-
ero and his girlfriend,
Stephanie Wilde, found a
man in Cordero’s truck. The
suspect, identified as a 35-
year-old man from West-
minster, attempted to flee
as Cordero came closer.

Cordero then chased
down the suspect while
Wilde called in the incident
to police. The suspect was
detained by Cordero until
officers arrived, police said
in a release. The release
said that stolen property in
the amount of $1,850 had
been taken from Cordero’s
vehicle and was recovered

by law enforcement.
Officers also recovered

stolen property from an in-
cident that had occurred 10
days earlier. On that occa-
sion, a Fountain Valley
restaurant worker reported
their wallet and property
valued at $835 stolen from
their car while parked out-
side of the restaurant dur-
ing their shift, police said.

The suspect was taken in
on grand theft and misap-
propriation and possession
of stolen property, and they
served three days in jail,
were required to pay resti-
tution, and are currently
facing three years of infor-
mal probation.

Fountain Valley Police
Chief Matt Sheppard pre-
sented Cordero with a
Crime-Biters Award for his
efforts.

H.B. MAN ARRESTED
ON SUSPICION OF
GRAND THEFT

A Huntington Beach man
was arrested by Fountain
Valley police in connection
with stolen wedding rings,

authorities said Tuesday.
Christopher Bood, 32,

told police that he took the
rings in February, police
said. The rings were re-
ported to police as stolen
on Oct. 23. Police said that
Bood had worked with a
friend on a remodel of the
victim’s home in Fountain
Valley.

The rings were later
found in the possession of
Bood’s girlfriend, police
said.

Bood was charged with
grand theft, and his bail
was set at $25,000.

Fountain Valley resident recognized for crime
prevention after encounter with theft suspect

Courtesy of the Fountain Valley Police Department

FOUNTAIN VALLEY Police Chief Matt Sheppard presents Jessey Cordero with a
Crime-Biters Award after an encounter with a suspected thief inside Cordero’s truck.

BYANDREWTURNER

Christopher Bood

andrew.turner@latimes.com
Twitter: @ProfessorTurner

volved in city affairs where
he’s able to as a resident.

“It’s been a privilege and I
really mean that. It’s not
just words that I’m saying”
Herdman said. “That’s it,
you know. That’s been my
whole motivation.”

“I’m just very, very sad-
dened that I won’t be able
to continue with this work.
I absolutely love serving on
council, but at least I got to
do it,” Herdman said. “I got
to do it for four years.”

Herdman said, of his
time on City Council, that
one of his greatest accom-
plishments was working
with city staff on a plan to
replace infrastructure on
Balboa Island.

Since 2017, Balboa Is-
land’s received a new
bridge connecting the main
and “little” portions, sea-
wall caps, a new water
main and dredging of the
northerly stretch of the
Grand Canal. Residents also
approved the underground-
ing of utilities on the is-
land’s west side.

“Our infrastructure is, in
some cases, a hundred
years old here on Balboa Is-
land and the foundation for
keeping property values up
is keeping things in good
shape, especially the infra-
structure,” Herdman said,
“and I’m very proud to have
worked on that with staff
and presented it to the is-
land community and had it
accepted by them and
understood by them.”

One of his more fun ac-
complishments, he said,
was the installation of the
swim platform at Ruby
Beach, which he said was
used extensively this past
summer by adults and kids.

He was proud of his work
on the seawall extension on
Balboa Island, the Big Can-
yon Restoration Project
and, more recently, in-
creased regulation of short-
term rentals in Newport
Beach. Then comes the
trash wheel project, the cot-
tage preservation ordi-
nance and the focus of his

last four years on City
Council — the Aviation
Committee.

On Tuesday night, coun-
cil members and residents
thanked Herdman for his
work with the city and its
residents. Many noted the
Aviation Committee, which
he was the chairman of.

“My seatmate up here —
I wasn’t expecting to be do-
ing this on today’s meeting
or any time this year, so it’s
with gratitude,” said Coun-
cilwoman Diane Dixon,
turning to Herdman behind
the plexiglass partition.
“I’m grateful to have served
with you Jeff.”

“You have put your heart
and soul, not only into avia-
tion-related issues, but to
the city of Newport Beach. I
will miss you,” Dixon add-
ed. “It’s been an honor to
serve with you and I know
we’ll see you around and
maybe you’ll be standing
over there at the lectern,
giving us good advice ...
This next chapter, whatever
you do, we are all better for
it and I know you will con-
tinue to make a difference
in your life.”

Councilman Kevin Mul-
doon said he’s never seen
many people call in favor of
someone, jokingly adding
that, once elected, that
council members are able
to use “the honorable” — “I
expect your stationery is
still going to say the Hon-
orable Jeff Herdman.”

Muldoon said he looked
forward to seeing Herdman
out in the community and
being treated with “more
respect than ever.”

Councilman Brad Avery
thanked Herdman for his
friendship while on the City
Council together and just
socially. Avery said he ad-
mired Herdman’s commit-
ment to the city and that
his departure from the dais
was a loss for the City
Council and a gain for the
community.

“There’s a lot more to be
done off council than there
is to be done on council. ...
So I just wish you all the
best and you’re not going

Continued from page A1
HERDMAN

See Herdman, page A6
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CITY OF NEWPORT BEACH
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Thursday, December 10, 2020, at 10:00 a.m. or soon thereafter as
the matter shall be heard, a public hearing will be conducted online via Zoom. The Zoning Administrator
of the City of Newport Beach will consider the following application:

City of Newport Beach Pay Station Modernization – A coastal development permit for the removal
of 821 existing single-space parking meters and installation of 58 new multi-space pay stations.
Proposed pay stations utilize pay-by-plate systems that has been previously used in existing pay
stations within the city. Proposed pay stations are solar-powered, mounted with anchor bolts to
cement, and do not require electrical connections. The proposed project does not include any changes
to the current parking rate. Additionally, signage is proposed to direct the public to pay stations, notify
the public that payment is required and provide information regarding the various methods of payment.
Where feasible, signage is mounted double-sided and on existing sign poles, light poles, and utility poles.
Remaining signage is proposed to be mounted on new poles.

The project is categorically exempt under Section 15302 – Class 2 (Replacement or Reconstruction)
of the State CEQA (California Environmental Quality Act) Guidelines.

All interested parties may appear and present testimony in regard to this application. If you challenge
this project in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues you raised at the public hearing or
in written correspondence delivered to the City, at, or prior to, the public hearing. The application may
be continued to a specific future meeting date, and if such an action occurs, additional public notice of
the continuance will not be provided. Administrative procedures for appeals are provided in the Newport
Beach Municipal Code Chapter 21.64. A fee is not required to appeal any final action on a coastal
development permit to the Planning Commission. The project site is located within the appeal area of the
coastal zone; therefore, final action by the City to approve a Coastal Development Permit may be appealed
to the California Coastal Commission.

SPECIAL NOTICE REGARDING COVID-19
Given the Declaration of a State Emergency and Proclamation of Local Emergency related to COVID-19,
we recommend that you submit your questions and comments in writing for the Zoning Administrator’s
consideration by sending them to the Community Development Department at CDD@newportbeachca.gov.
To give the Zoning Administrator adequate time to review your questions and comments, please submit
your written comments by Wednesday, December 9, 2020, at 12:00 p.m. Please review the Zoning
AdministratorAgenda for participation instructions.TheAgenda, staff report and corresponding documents
will be posted to the City’s website at www.newportbeachca.gov/zoningadministrator, by end of
business day on Friday, December 4, 2020. The City of Newport Beach thanks you in advance
for continuing to take precautions to prevent the spread of the COVID-19 virus. If you are unable to
participate in the meeting via the process set forth in the agenda, please contact the Planning Division at
949-644-3200 or CDD@newportbeachca.gov and our staff will attempt to accommodate you.

For questions regarding this public hearing item please contact David S. Lee, Associate Planner, at
949-644-3225, dlee@newportbeachca.gov, 100 Civic Center Drive, Newport Beach, CA.

Project File No.: PA2020-317 Activity No.: CD2020-139
Zone: Various General Plan: Various
Coastal Land Use Plan: Various Filing Date: October 30, 2020
Location: Citywide Applicant: City of Newport Beach

LEGAL NOTICE

wrapping services as well as
seasonal decorations. The
Wrapper has been at South
Coast Plaza for 35 years,
missing just one of those
holiday seasons, Ash said.

Ash expected business to
pick up later in the day on
Black Friday, when custom-
ers would bring in their
gifts to be wrapped. Despite

Beach and Bella Terra in
Huntington Beach. South
Coast Plaza was calm Fri-
day morning, as fewer one-
day sales lessened the need
to get there right as stores
open. The mall was, howev-
er, getting busier as
lunchtime approached.

Julia Liberty, a Long
Beach resident, stood in a
short line with some friends
outside of Victoria’s Secret.
She said the quiet mall
shortly after 9 a.m. was
“eerie.”

“It just feels like a normal
shopping day,” Liberty said.
“It doesn’t feel like the sea-
son yet, especially for Black
Friday, but I have to admit
that the availability is prob-
ably a lot better for every-
thing.”

Black Friday online sales
were expected to be be-
tween $8.9 billion and $10.6
billion nationwide, accord-
ing to preliminary data
from Adobe Analytics. This

would represent an in-
crease of 20% to 42% over
last year’s numbers, even
though many stores have
extended the savings to the
whole week or month of
November this year.

Brick-and-mortar indoor
shopping malls in Orange
County have been limited
to 25% capacity since the
county went back into the
most-restrictive purple tier
for reopening on Nov. 16.
South Coast Plaza had large
areas of its parking lot
coned off Friday to accom-
modate that. Once inside,
customers could check out
a mall-record eight holiday
retail pop-up stores, while
Tiffany & Co. officially
opened its new location on
Friday. The store’s Blue Box
Café will open for limited
service next month.

“I think the interesting
thing about this year is that
our business is really good,”
South Coast Plaza spokes-
woman Debra Gunn Down-
ing said. “I think the reason
for that is that the shopping
now is very intentional. You

don’t have people wander-
ing around looking at
décor, or just coming to
come out and wander.
They’re coming because
they’re going to buy some-
thing.”

Allison Ash is the owner/
manager of one of the pop-
up stores, the Wrapper,
which provides custom gift-

the trying times there is no
shortage of the holiday
spirit in 2020, said Ash, who
noted that people in her
Carlsbad neighborhood
have put up Christmas
decorations much earlier
than usual.

“People want Christmas,”
she said. “I mean, they can’t
wait for it. We open in early
October. Usually people
start coming in and they’re
grumbling, like, ‘It’s not
even Halloween yet and
you’re already shoving
Christmas down our
throats.’ That has not hap-
pened this year. People are
telling me, they’re decorat-
ing earlier.”

Indeed, Adrian and
Sandy Roxas of Rancho Pa-
los Verdes said they put up
their Christmas lights in
early November this year.
They made a roughly 40-
mile trek Friday morning,
bringing their 12-year-old
daughter Ashlyn to South
Coast Plaza to check out
the Lego Store.

Sandy Roxas said the
family felt safe with social

distancing and safety pre-
cautions in place, though it
did feel like something was
missing.

“Definitely miss the
crowds, definitely miss the
excitement of traditional
Black Friday shopping from
before,” Adrian Roxas said.
“It does not [seem like the
holidays], but the priority is
our safety.”

The Bella Terra parking
lot was crowded around
noon but not totally full.
Linda Allen of Huntington
Beach appreciated that fact,
as she stepped into Kohl’s
to check on the sizing on
children’s clothing.

“This time of day on a
regular Black Friday, you
wouldn’t be able to find a
place to park,” Allen said.
“It’s kind of nice. I like it. I
really thought it might be
too crazy. It was like, ‘Oh, if
I can’t find a place to park,
I’ll just keep going.’ I wasn’t
going to wait or do any of
that stuff, but it was fine.”

Continued from page A1
FRIDAY

Kevin Chang | Staff Photographer

BLACK FRIDAY shoppers wait in line to shop at Zara,
a clothing store at South Coast Plaza.

matthew.szabo@latimes.com
Twitter: @mjszabo

were spent reconnecting
with the town through the
serving of drinks and pro-
viding a place for people to
dance the night away.

“For the last 25 or 30
years, we’ve been doing live
music seven nights a week,
365 days a year,” Harrell
said. “Our 50th anniversary
was Dec. 6, 2019, and we
had been closed five days in
that 50 years. Since this
March that the pandemic
hit, we’ve been open 12
days.”

The Sandpiper had to
close because of safety pro-
tocols put in place to miti-
gate the spread of the co-
ronavirus. Bars that do not
serve food have been pre-

vented from reopening for
an extended period.

A group called Locals for
Laguna Beach ran a fund-
raiser to aid the Sandpiper
as it fights to hang on dur-
ing the shutdown.

On Tuesday night, a sold-
out event with a live musi-
cal performance by World
Anthem Band, featuring Jah
Mex, was held in the park-
ing lot of Mozambique,
helping raise money for the
embattled bar. The pro-
ceeds from admission, 25%
of drink sales that night,
and those from a custom T-
shirt sale went to benefit
the Sandpiper. The event
had more than 200 attend-
ees.

Chuck Harrell, 74, hopes
to never give it up, often
giving those who ask about
a possible retirement the

same response.
“I go, ‘No, no, no. I’m dy-

ing here,’” Harrell said.
“This is my bar. I love this
bar. My kids love it.”

Harrell has been assisted
by his wife, Jeannie, and
their two sons, Grant and
Spencer, in running the bar.
Like Harrell, they love it for
the countless relationships
that have come from being
a popular spot in a small
town.

“More often than not, it
just feels like home to a lot
of people, and so a lot of
stories have been made
there,” Jeannie Harrell said.
“A lot of stories have come
out. I just love the fact that
it’s multigenerational.”

Although the owners de-
scribe the bar as nothing
fancy, it offered options for
those who did not want to

get out on the dance floor.
Games such as darts and
foosball were available, and
live musical acts had be-
come a staple of the Sand-
piper.

Jason Garza, 40, who co-
founded Locals for Laguna
Beach with his fiancée Ash-
ley Moseley, said that
$10,000 has been raised to
help out the local bar, lo-
cated at Coast Highway and
Brooks Street.

Garza said that nearly
1,000 shirts have been sold.
The shirt took the bar’s rec-
ognizable door, which is
covered in stickers brought
in by customers throughout
the years, and included the
words, “Keep It Dirty,” a
nod to the bar’s nickname,
“The Dirty Bird.”

“They know that it’s a
limited, historical shirt of

an iconic place, and at that,
something that only locals
and regulars would even
recognize,” Garza said.
“They feel like they’re in the
inner circle and knowing
that the proceeds go to sav-
ing that establishment, it
was never even an issue [to
sell shirts].”

Laguna Beach-based
Soul Project printed the
shirts, and 4Societee co-de-
signed the shirt with Locals
for Laguna Beach.

While her husband joked
that he would have to “beg,
borrow and steal” to make
the Sandpiper a food-serv-
ing bar, Jeannie said that
the family has no plans to
pack it in.

“We’re going to hang in
until the bitter end because
I just can’t see that we can’t
get beyond this and we get

back to where we as human
creatures can gather again
and dance and laugh and
have fun,” she said.

Orange County has con-
tinued to see a spike in co-
ronavirus cases with the
coming of the holidays. The
health care agency did not
provide an update on
Thanksgiving Day, but data
released on Friday reported
18 new deaths due to
COVID-19, the disease
caused by the virus.

Since the start of the pan-
demic, Orange County has
suffered 1,577 virus-related
deaths. There were also
1,943 new cases reported
Friday, taking the total
number of cases county-
wide to 75,095.

Continued from page A1
LOUNGE
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child of immigrants who
came and moved here for
the American dream. It
really helped put some
perspective on the journey
to get here from some-
where else and the strug-
gles that people go through
when they arrive in a new,
strange and foreign land.
The premise of family in
the film is how hard your
parents work and the sacri-
fices they make so that you
can have a life better than
they did.

Did working on this film
change or contribute to
your perspective of the
American dream or immi-
grant stories?

It seems like these days
the American dream is
harder and harder to attain.
There’s so much competi-
tion. The world moves so
quickly now, but I do be-
lieve that it is still real and it
is still possible. I wanted to
tell this story in a way that
was inspirational and opti-

mistic.
As far as the immigrant

experience and my parents
— what it really did for me
is open my eyes and I just
cut them some slack about
growing up here in conflict
with wanting to be an
American kid and their
Chinese ways of raising me.
Doing this film was really
an exploration for me of
understanding where you
come from.

When you first reached
out to Ted, it was a cold
call. What was it like?

I spoke with him and he
was in Cambodia. He was
very surprised that anybody
would find him and want to
tell his stories. I told him
that he has a story to tell.
This is an incredible story
of how he helped people. It
was really wonderful. In our
very first phone call, he
asked if I was American and
I told him that I was Chi-
nese American. He said he’s
Chinese Cambodian and
we spoke Mandarin for a
couple of minutes. That
really broke the ice for us.
We had an instant connec-

tion and it felt like we were
meant to be doing this
story together.

His story has been told
through different angles in
a couple of articles. What
new information did you
learn in the making of the
film?

There was a lot that was
new to me. In doing the
research and finding that it
was President [Gerald] Ford

who issued the executive
order to receive the ref-
ugees, a Republican presi-
dent — that was a huge
surprise to me given that
during the time that we
were making this film we
were hearing Donald
Trump’s rhetoric. Also Jerry
Brown, who we’ve seen in
California as our beacon of
hope and morality, in 1975
was actually the opposite.
He said that we didn’t have
room for these refugees
here. We were taxed to the
hilt, unemployment was
high and he was very reluc-
tant to give refugees a
home here when Califor-
nians were out of work.
That was super mind blow-
ing for me to hear the polit-
ical flip-flop and really
insightful about another
time when politics were
more civil and there could
be discussion.

The other discovery for
me was what I called Donut
Generation 2.0, the kids
who go to take over the
parents’ mom and pop
shops. These are kids who
are American educated.
They’re savvy, young, hip.

They have social media and
know how to work it to
innovate their parents’ old
donut shops with a world-
wide following.

What was surprising for
me was watching Ted, a
Republican, pictured with
Pete Wilson at one point in
the film since Wilson sup-
ported laws that hurt
immigrants.

It’s wild. To understand
the politics, the Republican
party at the time was a very
anticommunist party. Ted
and a lot of the Asians who
came aligned themselves
with the Republican party.
Ted had met Ronald
Reagan, George Bush Sr.,
[Richard] Nixon. He hosted
Dan Quayle and Pete Wil-
son at his house. He’s
friends with Dana Rohra-
bacher. These are all people
who present day you don’t
associate with welcoming
refugees with open arms.
Interestingly, largely be-
cause of Democratic policy
we got a grant for our cam-
era and it came from this
girl, who was the daughter
of Vietnamese refugees
who landed in Arkansas. I
called her when I found out
and asked if she knew
about Ford and Brown. And
she said she knew a lot of
people in her parents’ gen-
eration who are lifelong
Republicans and that’s why
they hate the Democratic
party.

I’m also, again, the
daughter of Chinese Ameri-
can immigrants and my
dad was a big Republican
party supporter. And I
thought, “How could that
be?” He’s passed away now
so I can’t talk to him about
it, but it was a learning
experience for me about
my parents’ relationship
with politics.

There’s this portion in
the film that goes into Ted
and his ex-wife Christy’s
experiences in Orange
County during the 70s. Tell
me more about how they
connected to the local
community.

Ted came in the 70s and
it was quite homo-
geneously white in Orange
County at the time and a
lot of people had never
seen an Asian person,
much less heard of a place
called Cambodia. Ted was
dismayed. When he was
working in the donut shop,
he went to his sponsor and
said he was having a hard
time. People made fun of
his accent. It was hurtful.
His sponsor told him peo-
ple will have their preju-
dices but they mean well.
He suggested that Ted hang
out in the back and to put
Christy in the front. People
love her and she’s beautiful.
It was a strategy that ended
up working for them.
Christy was in the front and
made a lot of inroads with
the community and built a
lot of bridges.

Something else about
Orange County that I found
so beautiful and touching
while we were making this
film, there was a man who
owned a donut shop in Seal
Beach and his wife was
stricken with cancer. He
wanted to be with her, but
he had no one else to man-
age the shop. The whole
community banded to-
gether and they all agreed
to sell him out of donuts
every morning by 9 a.m. He
would have no more
donuts to sell so he could
be with his wife for the rest
of the day. It actually made
national, if not interna-
tional, news about the
kindness of these people in
Orange County. I thought it
was so profound that this
was the very same commu-
nity that just a couple of
decades earlier were mak-
ing fun of somebody who
worked at the counter and
had an accent. I think that’s
the American way — the

power of connections and
people.

There’s also the moment
where Ted revisits his
former home in Mission
Viejo. How did those
scenes end up happening?

I asked him to travel to
California again. For a year
and a half, I struggled with
how I was going to get
access to that Mission Viejo
mansion. I thought I would
just get an exterior scene
for context. A day before he
left, his eldest son said if
you have $3.2 million you
can buy it. It was on the
market. I instantly found
the Realtor, the listing agent
and arranged to go and
have Ted walk through his
old house.

Some of his relation-
ships didn’t end well. Was
there any tension or awk-
wardness when he visited
California again?

He came to visit Cali-
fornia, I think, with a little
bit of trepidation. There
were some hurt relation-
ships. I can’t take credit for
it, but I do feel like in the
making of this film and
having some of these peo-
ple face feelings that they
hadn’t confronted in many
years, it was very healing.
To think about what Ted
did years ago — letting
bygones be bygones.

Interviews can some-
times feel like a therapy
session. Some of the inter-
views in the film seemed
that way.

It was actually really
wonderful to speak with
particularly his older kids
Chet and Savy, who until
that interview, they didn’t
have much to do with him.
They barely talked to him.
The second time Ted came
back to California, Chet
took all this time off of
work, took him to his time-
share in Oceanside and
drove his dad around all
over Southern California.
This is my own speculation,
but it seemed like he had
come to some peace with
his dad and childhood.

What is Ted up to in
Cambodia nowadays?

Ted is doing well. He is
wealthy again. He is work-
ing in real estate. He’s really
funny. He says to me, “Alice,
making money — it’s so
easy. I say, “Ted I don’t think
it’s that easy at all.” And
he’ll respond, “I’ve been
rich three times. You just
have to see the opportunity
and go for it.” Those are the
wise words of Ted Ngoy.

Is there anything that
you left on the cutting
room floor that you still
think about?

There are a lot of things
that I still think about on
the cutting room floor. One
of them being my interview
with Michael Krondl, the
food historian. He wrote a
book called “The Donut:
History, Recipes, and Lore
from Boston to Berlin” and
he gave really fascinating
insights into donut culture,
history and our relationship
to donuts in America. I
could have made a special
piece just on the history of
donuts.

Which donut shop do
you find yourself going
back to for the sake of
eating a donut?

I had my out of body
experience at DK’s Donuts
and Bakery in Santa Moni-
ca. That is because I had a
buttermilk bar about 30
seconds out of the fryer
with fresh glaze on it. And it
was actually a donut that I
refused at first from Mayly
Tao, the Donut Princess. I
ended up not sharing that
donut. I ate the whole
thing.
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TED NGOY stands in front of his first independent donut
shop in La Habra, named after his wife Christy Ngoy.
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anywhere. I’ll be seeing you
around and I look forward
to it,” Avery said.

Mayor Will O’Neill also
thanked Herdman for serv-
ing and his family, adding
that the two should go out
to meet for coffee.

Councilwoman Joy Bren-
ner thanked Herdman for
his passion for the commu-
nity. “Even when you and I
disagreed, I always knew
you were coming from a
place of fairness and of de-
liberation,” she said. “That
you thought long and hard
about every decision you

made. You were fair and
you were open-minded.”

Herdman said he plans
to stay involved in city af-
fairs but added that he and
his wife, Sally, are working
on planning out some trips.
The two recently returned
from a trip to Texas to visit
their relatives and a grand-
daughter that attends Texas
Christian University.

“Life goes on and I’m
very fortunate to have a
very terrific, loving, close
family and the best partner
and wife in the whole world
who served with me,” Herd-
man said.
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