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NMUSD
honors
outgoing
Yelsey,
Metoyer

Trustees praised in last
time on dais as returns
show proponents of
public school edging out
parent-choice advocates.

BY SARA CARDINE

Outgoing Newport-Mesa Uni-
fied School District trustees
Karen Yelsey and Charlene
Metoyer were recognized for their
outstanding service Tuesday dur-
ing their final appearances on the
dais before election winners —
two incumbents and two new-
comers — likely take oaths in De-
cember.

In a farewell tribute at a regular
meeting, the two school board
members received commenda-
tions from elected officials and
words of praise from colleagues
and fellow trustees.

Metoyer has been with
NMUSD for 24 years, working as
an administrative intern, teacher
and principal before serving
eight years as a board member.
Yelsey’s involvement with the dis-
trict began at the PTA and
school-site level before her elec-
tion to the governing board in
2006.

Board president Michelle Barto
commended the two for their
constant presence at school pro-
ductions and sporting events and
credited them with being role
models of bravery and compas-
sion for the entire district.

“I've learned so much from
that heart that you have for all
students and the appreciation

See Honors, page A4

Bicyclist
struck and
killed by
suspected
DUI driver

BY ANDREW TURNER

A Garden Grove man was killed
after being struck by a vehicle
while riding his bike on a residen-
tial street in Fountain Valley Tues-
day morning, authorities said in a
news release.

Phong Khuu, 62, the bicyclist,
was pronounced dead at the
scene.

Fountain Valley police respond-
ed to a call regarding the incident
at the intersection of Sunn Ave-
nue and Los Coches Street, which
serves as an entry point to the
neighborhood off Edinger Avenue
just north of Mile Square Park.

Scott McDonough, 43, of Foun-
tain Valley, the driver of the vehi-
cle, remained at the scene. Au-
thorities said McDonough was
driving northbound in a gray
Honda CR-V, made a U-turn at

See Bicyclist, page A4

Andrew Turner
FLOWERS LEFT on the corner of
Los Coches Street and Sunn
Avenue, the site of a fatal accident
in Fountain Valley on Tuesday.
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DIANA MARKS, school board vice president; Ann Sullivan, board member; Bridget Kaub, board member; Leisa Winston, superintendent and Paul
Morrow, board president, from left, do the traditional shovel scoop during the groundbreaking ceremony at Sowers Middle School on Tuesday.

Renovations set to begin for
Sowers Middle School in H.B.

BY MATT SZABO

Navigating the honeycomb-shaped build-
ing at Sowers Middle School in Huntington
Beach can get confusing.

Current Sowers principal Renee Johnson,
in her third year, laughs when she talks
about walking around the campus of the
school that was built in 1973.

“Because of that honeycomb shape,
everything opens up to everything else,” she
explained. “Sometimes you're just like, ‘Oh, I
didn't realize I was over there. There’s one
room, honestly when I first started as assist-
ant principal, I'm like, “‘Where are these kids
\ . coming from?’ I didn’t even know that room
‘ was there.”

That will all be changing in the coming
months, as the Huntington Beach City
School District campus undergoes a $71-
_ million reconstruction project.

- The district held a groundbreaking cere-
mony on the Sowers campus Tuesday after-

OME OF THE| |
VIKINGS/

ABOVE: Board noon, with remarks from Supt. Leisa Win-
president Paul ston and Board of Trustees President Paul
Morrow and Morrow, among others.

Sowers Principal The project will bring significant changes
Renee Johnson, to the campus. The front office, currently lo-
from left, make cated off Indianapolis Avenue, will be

comments during moved to the east part of the campus off
Tuesday’s Latern Lane.
ceremony. “It’s really designed, finally, to make sense
RIGHT: Members for parents dropping off kids and [for] park-
of the Sowers ing,” said Morrow, who served as Sowers
Middle School principal for 15 years before moving on to
choir perform Marina High. “And our classrooms are going
“Pure to allow windows and air conditioning, all of
Imagination.” the things that kids need to feel comfortable

See School, page A4

N.B. looks to buy property for new police HQ

BY LILLY NGUYEN

The Newport Beach Police Department
may move to Dove Street following City
Council action Tuesday night that will allow
city staff to begin the process of purchasing a
3.59-acre property for $30.5 million to house
new police headquarters sometime in the
next decade.

With a 5-1 vote in favor of the purchase,
the city will enter an agreement with AG
Dove Owner, L.P. and begin escrow for the
property at 1201 Dove Street.

Community Development Director Sei-
mone Jurjis said Wednesday the city will
have a 120-day due diligence period to re-
view title documents and lease agreements,
and to inspect the property.

The city will have roughly 30 days from the
end of that period to determine if it wants to
move ahead with the purchase.

“We want to make sure that we know what
we're buying from an asset standpoint,” Jurjis
said. “Once we complete our due diligence,
we have to make a decision. Is the property
in a state that we want to purchase it? If it is,
we move forward ... or if it’s not, we have to
make the decision to drop escrow or not.”

About $24.1 million of the purchase price
would come from the city’s existing budget
surplus for the last fiscal year, $5.5 million
from the facilities financial planning fund

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

THE NEWPORT BEACH City Council is looking at purchasing the First Citizens Bank property
at 1201 Dove St. for $30.5 million for a new police station.

and $1.5 million would come from the gen-
eral fund’s capital improvement plan fund.
He also noted that the purchase of the

land does not immediately preclude the

See Police, page A3
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THE SEASON

Join the Segerstrom Family at our traditional Tree Lighting

%W?/ﬁ’/y
NOVEMBER 17 - 7PM
TOWN CENTER PARK

Adjacent to The Westin South Coast Plaza

South Coast Plaza’s tree lighting features a magical performance by
Orange County School of the Arts. Enjoy-a celebration of the holidays with
snow and a special visit from Santa. Admission is complimentary.

Holidav
Information _
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Body found near Costa
Mesa apartment complex

BY ERIC LICAS

A passerby found one
person dead outside of an
apartment  building in
Costa Mesa Monday after-
noon, police said.

A resident reported find-
ing the body at a complex
near Hamilton and Thurin
streets at 12:44 p.m., Costa
Mesa Police Sgt. Stephanie
Selinske said. Investigators
did not immediately find
evidence of foul play.

The man was identified
by coroner’s officials as
David Ryan Hall, 30, of
Fountain Valley, Orange
County Sheriff’s Sgt. Scott
Steinle said. Investigators
had not verified his cause of
death as of Tuesday after-
noon.

A resident of the Costa
Mirage apartments who de-
clined to have his name
published for privacy rea-
sons said his neighbor was
the one who discovered the
body. The person who died
was lying on the grass in a
narrow space between an
outdoor patio and a utility

Eric Licas

A RESIDENT of the Costa Mirage apartments in Costa Mesa
found a person dead outside of the building on Monday.

room.

“We thought he had just
passed out at first,” the resi-
dent said. “Later I heard the
officer downstairs nudging
the person and asking ‘are
you awake,” but they didn't
say anything. Paramedics
came and were here for
about five minutes before
they blocked the area off
with yellow tape.”

Police conducted a brief

investigation before the
body was taken by coro-
ners officials, who were
working to notify the per-
son’s loved ones Monday
evening, Orange County
Sheriff’s Sgt. Scott Steinle
said. The area was re-
opened by 3 p.m., residents
said.

ericlicas@latimescom
Twitter: @EricLicas

POLICE

Continued from page Al

demolition of the existing
office building that sits on
the property or the con-
struction of a new police
station. That still remains,
at a minimum, 10 years out
from the current date, he
said, but the purchase is
occurring now because of
the property’s unique size.
“It’s about 3.6 acres. We
were looking for something
that was at least 3.5 ... and
to find a property of that
size that was contiguous;
that's a big challenge,” Jur-
jis said. “There’s properties
out there that are fully de-
veloped. You can try to
purchase smaller proper-
ties and try to assemble it.
But that could take a long
time for us. The sale of this
property happened to
come up at the right time
for us and the seller was in-
terested in selling it to us.”

City staff said the exist-
ing police headquarters,
which shares a 4-acre par-
cel with Fire Station No. 3,
was built in 1973. A needs
assessment determined
the department has signifi-
cantly  outgrown  the
49,284-square-foot facility,
which is within 10 years of
the end of its useful life.

The assessment deter-
mined the future facility,
already included in the
city’s capital improvement
plan to be completed in
the next decade, will need
to be at least 73,000 square
feet to accommodate the
patrol division and a fire-
arms training and shooting
range, according to a staff
report.

Jurjis said the Dove
Street property has a pos-
itive cash flow that will off-
set the cost of purchase.
Real property administra-
tor Lauren  Wooding
Whitlinger noted that be-
tween the time the proper-

ty is purchased and the
time the building is poten-
tially demolished to make
way for the new police de-
partment headquarters, it
could generate roughly $15
million in income for the
city.

“I remember eight years
ago, the first forum that we
attended: They asked me
the question of ‘Where’s
the police station going?’ I
said, ‘I don’t know. I was
trying to be humble, but
also I really didn’t know. I
actually think this is the
best location, given the
proximity to both sides of
[Newport] Bay,” said Mayor
Kevin Muldoon.

Yet is was Muldoon who
cast the lone dissenting
vote. He said the timing
could be better as it is his
belief the real estate mar-
ket is inflated and due for a
correction.

lillynguyen@latimes.com
Twitter: @lillibirds
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Irvine realty executive accused of embezzling $2.6M

BY CITY NEWS SERVICE

An Irvine man suspected of em-

bezzling $2.6 million from a
port Beach-based

mail and wire fraud charges.

real estate
agency was arrested Monday on

Varun Aggarwal, a former exe-
cutive of KBS Realty Advisors, sub-
mitted bogus invoices from 2012
through January 2022 for consult-
ing services that were never per-
formed, according to prosecutors.

He used his position to have

New-

friends and family members per-
form contracting work for the
company, prosecutors allege.
Aggarwal is also accused of di-
recting money from payments on
the bogus invoices to personal
bank accounts, prosecutors said.

He resigned from the company
in January when officials began
investigating the invoices, prose-
cutors said.

Aggarwal allegedly used at least
six vendors to steal about $2.6
million from KBS from Jan. 1,

2012, through Jan. 13, prosecutors
said. He is charged with single
counts each of mail and wire
fraud.

dailypilot@latimes.com
Twitter: @TheDailyPilot

HONORS

Continued from page Al

you have for everyone’s
growth, from kindergarten
all the way through gradua-
tion,” she said Tuesday. “It’s
been remarkable and in-
spiring, and we'e all going
to miss you.”

Barto is poised to as-
sume a second term in
Trustee Area 5, according
to election figures provided
Wednesday by the Orange
County Registrar of Voters,
which had her ahead of
challenger Reina Shebasta
with 64.6% of the votes and
6,303 ballots. Shebasta
trailed with 3,449 ballots,
or 35.4%.

Incumbent Ashley An-
derson similarly appears
headed for victory in Trust-
ee Area 7, where she leads
with 2,634 ballots and
58.7% of the vote over two

Seaburn, in second with
26.9% (1,209 votes) and
Vicky Rodriguez with 648
ballots, or 14.4%.

In the contest over
Metoyer’s trustee area 2 in
Costa Mesa, Michelle Mur-
phy has maintained a lead
over Danielle Mills since
the initial numbers were
released on election night,
earning 59.7% of the vote
(4,372 ballots) as of
Wednesday, compared to
Mills 2,952 ballots, or
40.3%.

Yelsey’s district 4, which
serves a handful of elemen-
tary schools in Newport
Beach, will likely go to Lisa
Pearson, a newcomer
backed by Yelsey, who
leads with 6,257 in her fa-
vor (57%) over two other
candidates —  Barbara
“Barbie”  George, who
earned 34% approval and
Kristen Nicole Valle, who
garnered 9% of the votes.

left to be processed by the
county Registrar of Voters
on Wednesday, preliminary
results indicate no winners
among a slate of challeng-
ers backed by a local con-
tingent of parental-rights
advocates, organized as
“Newport-Mesa  Uncen-
sored.”

Although the group
maintained a public Face-
book page, where mem-
bers challenged district
policies related to
COVID-19 protocols, text-
book and library book se-
lection and programs cen-
tered on anti-discrimi-
nation, that page is no
longer operable.

In her outgoing remarks
Tuesday, Metoyer affirmed
the value of local public
schools.

“Everything we do is be-
cause of public education,
which raises citizens to
take care of the world when

competitors —  Kristen

With just 59,759 ballots

weTre not in it anymore,”
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Legal Notices Legal Notices

BSC 222502
NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
ANDREW ROBERT HOOTSTEIN,
aka ANDREW R. HOOTSTEIN,
aka ANDREW HOOTSTEIN
30-2022-01289654-PR-LA-CJC
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent
creditors, and persons who may otherwise be
interested in the will or estate, or both, of ANDREW
ROBERT HOOTSTEIN, aka ANDREW R.
HOOTSTEIN, aka ANDREW HOOTSTEIN.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by SARA
BLAIS in the Superior Court of California, County of
ORANGE.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that SARA
BLAIS be appointed as personal representative to
administer the estate of the decedent.
THE PETITION requests authority to administer the
estate under the Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will allow the personal
representative to take many actions without
obtaining court approval. Before taking certain very
important  actions, however, the personal
representative will be required to give notice to
interested persons unless they have waived notice
or consented to the proposed action) The
independent administration authority will be
granted unless an interested person files an
objection to the petition and shows good cause
why the court should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held on
January 05, 2023 at 1:30 p.m. in Dept. C8
located at 700 CIVIC CENTER DRIVE WEST,
SANTA ANA, CA 92701
The court is providing the convenience to
appear for hearing by video using the court’s
designated video platform. This is a no cost
service to the public. Go to the Court’s website at
The Superior Court of California - County of
Orange (occourts.org) to appear remotely for
Probate hearings and for remote hearing
instructions. If you have difficulty connecting or
are unable to connect to your remote hearing,
call 657-622-8278 for assistance. If you prefer to
appear in-person, you can appear in the
department on the day/time set for your
hearing.
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, you
should appear at the hearing and state your
objections or file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance may be in
person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or contingent creditor of
the decedent, you must file your claim with the
courtand mail a copy to the personal representative
appointed by the court within the later of either (1)
four months from the date of first issuance of letters
to a general personal representative, as defined in
section 58(b) of the California Probate Code, or (2)
60 days from the date of mailing or personal
delivery to you of a notice under section 9052 of the
California Probate Code. Other California statutes
and legal authority may affect your rights as a
creditor. You may want to consult with an attorney
knowledgeable in California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If you
are a person interested in the estate, you may file
with the court a Request for Special Notice (form DE-
154) of the filing of an inventory and appraisal of
estate assets or of any petition or account as
provided in Probate Code section 1250. A Request
for Special Notice form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for the Petitioner:
ALLISON WHITMORE
WITHERS BERGMAN LLP
12830 EL CAMINO REAL, STE 350
SAN DIEGO, CA 92130
Published in the NEWPORT HARBOR NEWS PRESS
combined with the DAILY PILOT on: 11/11, 11/17 &
11/18/2022

Business Names Business Names

Fictitious Business Name Statement
NO.: 20226647744
The following person is doing business as:

Fictitious Business Name(s) MARK CAMPBELL
COLLEGIATE INVITATIONAL Registered Owner (S):
PREMIER GIRLS FASTPITCH, INC.. Business is
conducted by: a corporation. The registrant
commenced to transact business under the fictitious
business name or names listed above on 10/02/2022. |
declare that all information in this statement is true
and correct. (A registrant who declares as true
information which he or she knows to be false is guilty
of a crime) REGISTRANT/CORP/LLC NAME: PREMIER
GIRLS FASTPITCH, INC, 16792 Gothard Street,
Huntington Beach, CA 92647. Owner. Signature: Dan
Hay, Chief Executive Officer, Premier Girls Fastpitch,
Inc. This statement was filed with the County Clerk of
Orange County on October 27, 2022. NOTICE: in
accordance with subdivision (a)of section 17920 A
Fictitious Name Statement generally expires at the end
of five years from the date on which it was filed in the
office of the County Clerk except, as provided in
subdivision (b) of section 17920, where it expires 40
days after any change in the facts set forth in the
statement pursuant to section 17913 other than a
change in the residence address of a registered owner.
A new fictitious business name statement must be
filed before the expiration. The filing of this statement
does not of itself authorize the use in the state of
fictitious business name in violation of the rights of
another under federal state or common law (see
section 14411 et seq. Business and Professions code).
Hugh Nguyen, Clerk-Recorder. Published in the Daily
Piloton 11/10,11/17,11/24, 12/01/2022.

Legal Notices Legal Notices

NOTICE TO CREDITORS OF BULK SALE
(UCC 6104, 6105)
Escrow No. NB-L-10214-22
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to creditors of the within
named Seller that a Bulk Sale is about to be made of
the assets described below.
(1) The name(s) and business address(es) of the
seller(s) are: PEPPER TREE, INC., 28924 S WESTERN
AVE #200 RANCHO PALOS VERDES CA 90275
(2) The location in California of the Chief Executive
Office of the seller is: 28924 S. WESTERN AVE. #200,
RANCHO PALOS VERDES, CA 90275
(3) The name(s) and business address(es) of the
buyer(s) are: WILD WATER SPIRITS, LLC, 6125
LUTHERLN. #270, DALLAS, TX 75225
(4) The location and general description of the assets
to be sold are: FURNITURE, FIXTURES &
EQUIPMENT, GOODWILL, COVENANT NOT TO
COMPETE, LEASEHOLD IMPROVEMENTS,
INVENTORY OF STOCK AND TRADE NAME of that
certain business known as: WILD WATER EXPRESS,
located at: 1195 BAKER STREET, COSTA MESA, CA
92626
(5) The anticipated date of the bulk sale is
DECEMBER 7, 2022 at: 12 CORPORATE PLAZA
DRIVE, 120, NEWPORT BEACH, CA 92660, Escrow
No. NB-L-10214-22 ESCROW OFFICER: LISA
EVANS
(6) Listed by the Seller, all other business names and
addresses used by the seller within three years before
the date such list was sent or delivered to the Buyer
are: SAME AS ABOVE
WILD WATER SPIRITS, LLC, A CALIFORNIA
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY, Buyer(s)
ORD-1272752 DAILY PILOT 11/17/22
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Fictitious Business Name Statement
NO.: 20226647745
The following person is doing business as:

Fictitious Business Name(s) PGF METRICS Registered
Owner (S): PREMIER GIRLS FASTPITCH, INC.. Business
is conducted by: a corporation. The registrant
commenced to transact business under the fictitious
business name or names listed above on 10/01/2022. |
declare that all information in this statement is true
and correct. (A registrant who declares as true
information which he or she knows to be false is guilty
of a crime) REGISTRANT/CORP/LLC NAME: PREMIER
GIRLS FASTPITCH, INC, 16792 Gothard Street,
Huntington Beach, CA 92647. Owner. Signature: Dan
Hay, Chief Executive Officer, Premier Girls Fastpitch,
Inc. This statement was filed with the County Clerk of
Orange County on October 27, 2022. NOTICE: in
accordance with subdivision (a)of section 17920 A
Fictitious Name Statement generally expires at the end
of five years from the date on which it was filed in the
office of the County Clerk except, as provided in
subdivision (b) of section 17920, where it expires 40
days after any change in the facts set forth in the
statement pursuant to section 17913 other than a
change in the residence address of a registered owner.
A new fictitious business name statement must be
filed before the expiration. The filing of this statement
does not of itself authorize the use in the state of
fictitious business name in violation of the rights of
another under federal state or common law (see
section 14411 et seq. Business and Professions code).
Hugh Nguyen, Clerk-Recorder. Published in the Daily
Pilot on 11/10, 11/17,11/24,12/01/2022.
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MICHELLE BARTO

PRESIDENT

she said. “I wholeheartedly
stand by public education,
and when you work at a
district like Newport-Mesa,
it’s so easy to do that.”

Yelsey noted her rela-
tionship with the district
began when her three chil-
dren began attending
NMUSD schools.

“It was really important
for my husband and I that
our kids go to public
schools. And we wanted to

CHARLENE METOYER |

| VICE-PRESIDENT

help make them better, so I
worked in the schools
when my kids were there,”
Yelsey said.

“But once I got [on the
board], there were so many
wonderful things about
this district I hadn’t known
as a parent,” she contin-
ued. “Other than my family
life events, this has been
the most rewarding experi-
ence of my life.”

In a statement Wednes-

NMUSD
PRESIDENT
Michelle Barto
hugs outgoing
board member
Charlene Metoyer
Tuesday after
presenting her
with a
Distinguished
Service Award for
her service to the
district.

Scott Smeltzer |
Staff Photographer

day, NMUSD Supt. Wes
Smith said the departing
trustees will be sincerely
missed.

“I appreciate their serv-
ice to our community
throughout the years and
the courage to do what's
right, even when it's not
popular,” he said. “They
truly put kids first.”

saracardine@latimes.com
Twitter: @SaraCardine
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Sunn Avenue, and then
struck Khuu as he was
crossing Los Coches Street.

Police arrested McDon-
ough on suspicion of driv-
ing under the influence
causing injury and vehicu-
lar manslaughter while in-
toxicated. He was being
held in custody on $100,000
bail, according to Orange
County jail records.
McDonough was scheduled
to appear in court Wednes-
day.

“My heart goes out to the

family that had the loss of
life,” Fountain Valley Police
Chief Matt Sheppard said.
“We feel very saddened by
this event. I believe it’s
100% preventable.”

Sheppard added that his
department is making be-
tween 15 and 20 DUT arrests
per month on average.

“It should be zero, but it’s
not,” Sheppard continued.
“I's completely prevent-
able. The individuals them-
selves have to make better
decisions. It’s unacceptable.
We've seen the trend go
down over the years, but
any loss of life or anyone
who gets behind the wheel

that does that type of activ-
ity is putting people’s lives
in jeopardy.

“We will aggressively, and
we do aggressively, enforce
DUI patrols. We make DUI
arrests on a regular basis,
and we're going to continue
doing that. The message
has to continue to grow and
push forward.”

Fountain Valley police
are asking anyone who wit-
nessed the fatal traffic colli-
sion to call the depart-
ments traffic bureau at
(714) 593-4481.

andrewturner@latimes.com
Twitter: @AndrewTurnerTCN
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as they learn. It’s going to
be an amazing time.”

Additionally, the Sowers
campus will get a gymna-
sium, a STEM lab and fea-
ture  exterior opening
classrooms, natural light-
ing and large outdoor areas
for gathering.

“I think the classrooms
are really going to lend
themselves to 21st century
technology and learning,”
Johnson said.

She added that currently,
the Vikings’ athletic teams

have to go to Dwyer, the
district's other middle
school, to compete.

Attendees at Tuesday’s
ceremony heard from an-
other group that would
benefit from the gymna-
sium space, as the Sowers
choir performed a rendi-
tion of “Pure Imagination.”

“We have such a great
music program and such
great athletics,” Johnson
said. “It’'s just going to be
nice to have a building
that’s really going to show-
case all of the kids’ abilities
and skills.”

Johnson said the project
is unique for her, as she
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was the principal at Perry
Elementary before that
campus was closed by the
district in 2020. Now she
has the opportunity to wit-
ness her current campus
become revitalized.

The project, which has
Studio W Architects as the
architect and Construct 1
Corp. as the general con-
tractor, will feature five
AMS Gen 7 prefabricated
buildings for 27 new class-
rooms overall. There will
also be increased security,
with perimeter fencing and
a single point of energy.

The Sowers reconstruc-
tion will be funded largely
by Measure Q funds (an es-
timated $43 million) and
the sale of Gisler School
($23 million). Gisler was
another middle school in
the district before it closed
in 1986.

Building is anticipated
to be completed in late
2024.

“We are proud of the
educational programs that
Sowers currently provides
to our students,” Winston
said. “To best prepare our
students for high school
and beyond, the campus
needs to be reimagined to
continue the legacy of edu-
cational excellence into
the future. We are very ex-
cited to get this project
underway. When com-
pleted, our students will
have a state-of-the-art
campus that will make an
incredible impact on the
education and lives of our
students, staff and com-
munity for generations to
come.”

matthew.szabo@latimes.com
Twitter: @mjszabo
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BOYS’ WATER POLO

CONTACT US

To report scores of high school and college
games, or other newsworthy items from

Matt Szabo, Sports Reporter
(714) 966-4614, matthew.szabo@latimes.com

youth to pro sports, contact the Daily Pilot

sports staff.

James Carbone

THE NEWPORT HARBOR HIGH boys' water polo team celebrates after winning the CIF Southern Section Open Division
Championship game against JSerra at the Woollett Aquatics Center in Irvine on Saturday. The Sailors won 10-9.

Sailors seal CIF title defense

BY MATT SZABO

IRVINE — “Next man up”
has been the mantra all
season for the Newport
Harbor High boys’ water
polo team.

Defending the CIF
Southern Section Open Di-
vision title would take a
team effort. That truth
manifested itself in very
real ways Saturday after-
noon as the No. 2-seeded
Sailors took on top-seeded
JSerra for the champi-
onship.

Two starters fouled out in
the second half for New-
port Harbor.

Next man up, as player
after player provided big
moments off the bench in
the fourth quarter.

Junior Trey Smith scored
on a post-up move, before
senior left-hander Nick
Kennedy provided a goal
on a strong shot for a three-
goal advantage.

When Newport Harbor
needed defense at the end,
another substitute pro-
vided it, with junior Jack
Wright getting a key field
block with 20 seconds left
after JSerra brought goal-
keeper Jack Halfer into the
front court.

It all added up to another

championship in the top
division for the Sailors, who
earned a 10-9 victory before
an overflow crowd at Wool-
lett Aquatics Center.

The second straight title
is the 14th CIF title overall
for Newport Harbor (28-2).

“I'm so proud of these
guys,” said Newport Harbor
coach Ross Sinclair, who
has now won three Open
Division = championships
(two with the boys and one
with the girls) in the last
three high school water
polo seasons. “It’s a gaunt-
let. There’s no easy game.
We had to grind against
Huntington, we battled

against [Harvard-Westlake]
and we had another amaz-
ing battle against JSerra.
These guys are amazing.
Relentless, resilient, every
attribute you can name,
these guys are it.”
UCLA-bound senior left-
hander Ben Liechty scored
a team-high three goals for
Newport Harbor, matching
JSerra junior Ryder Dodd
for match-high honors.
Newport senior goalkeeper
Cooper Mathisrud made
nine big saves, including
one on a Dodd penalty shot
with four minutes left in

See Title, page A6

Andrew Turner, Sports Reporter
(714) 966-46l1, andrew.turner@latimes.com
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HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL
Jackson Kollock's
five touchdowns
lead L.B. to road
upset of La Quinta

BY ANDREW TURNER

LA QUINTA — A multi-
hour commute awaited
the Laguna Beach football
team prior to its second-
round game on Friday, so
the Breakers did not wait
around.

After catching an early
bus ride to the Coachella
Valley, the  Breakers
watched “Black Adam” at
a movie theater, before
their quarterback would
deliver a near-supernatu-
ral performance.

Sophomore Jackson
Kollock threw for 368
yards and four touch-
downs, leading Laguna
Beach to a resounding 41-
16 upset win at top-
seeded La Quinta in a CIF
Southern Section Division

9 playoff game.
Kollock, who also had a
3-yard rushing touch-

down in the first half,
completed 17 of 21 passes
for 290 yards and three
scores by halftime.

Senior wide receiver
Jackson Rodriguez made
seven catches for 114
yards and three touch-
downs. Kollock completed
passes to seven different
receivers, six of them
managing to pick up a
first down through the air.

“They’re amazing,” Kol-
lock said of his receiving
corps. “Each one of them
brings something differ-
ent to the table. We got
Rodriguez, who just is a

burner. He could beat
anyone off the line, and
even go up for jump balls.

“Ryner [Swanson], I
love throwing to him. He’s
huge, can catch anything,
run over a couple of peo-
ple for us. [Aidan] Mulkay,
he’s shifty. Myles [Free-
man] is shifty. ... We got
so many guys. It’s hard to
keep track of them all.”

As the top seed in Divi-
sion 9 last season, Laguna
Beach lost 38-7 at Clare-
mont in the second
round.

“When we went to
Claremont last year, it was
a long drive, late after-
noon,” Laguna Beach
coach John Shanahan
said. “We woke up as we
were piling off the bus,
and we never woke up,
and that first quarter was
disastrous.

“I think we're 5-0 or 6-0
at home in the playoffs as
a staff, and were 1-4 on
the road, so we needed to
change something. The
model wasn't working, so
we decided to come out
here, go see a movie and
relax, and try to have a
different approach when
we went to the field.”

Laguna Beach (9-3) will
play host to Riverside
Norte Vista (9-3) in the
semifinals on Friday at
Guyer Field. The Braves
beat Garden Grove 36-27
in their second-round

See Upset, page A6
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HIGH SCHOOL ROUNDUP
Pacifica Christian girls’ basketball wins opener

BY ANDREW TURNER

Lauryn Ham had a
game-high 24 points, in-
cluding six three-pointers,
as the Pacifica Christian
Orange  County  girls’
basketball team opened its
season with a 55-24 win
over Newport Christian at
home.

Charis Wondercheck
added 19 points, nine re-
bounds and three steals for
the Tritons, who won the
CIF Southern Section Divi-
sion 4A championship last
season.

Vivian Villagrana scored
10 points to go with five re-
bounds and four steals, and
Andi Martinez contributed
seven rebounds and six
steals.

Pacifica Christian plays
host to Edison (1-0) on Fri-
day in a nonleague game.
The Chargers earned a 53-
40 win at University in their
season opener on Tuesday.

Long Beach Wilson 41,
Fountain Valley 27: Mary
Nguyen paced the Barons
with nine points in Tues-

day’s game in the Villa Park
Tournament.

Karley Waite also scored
eight points for Fountain
Valley (0-2), which dropped
its season opener to San
Juan Hills 64-48 on Mon-
day.

Nguyen again led the
Barons in scoring with 14
points against the Stallions.
Mars Shepard had seven
points and six rebounds,
and Dianna Burke supplied

seven points.

BOYS’ BASKETBALL

Brea Olinda 55, Ocean
View 47: The host Sea-
hawks dropped their sec-
ond consecutive game in
the season-opening Jim
Harris Memorial Tourna-
ment on Tuesday at Ocean
View High.

Ocean View (0-2) fell to
Compton Dominguez 61-
47 to begin the tournament

A

PACIFICA
CHRISTIAN'S
Lauryn Ham (10),
seen against
Temple City on
Feb. 26, had a
team-leading 24
points for the
Tritons on
Tuesday.

James Carbone

on Monday.

Long Beach Millikan 72,
Laguna Beach 53: Jack
Halvorson had a team-high
20 points for the Breakers
in Tuesday’s season opener
in the Jim Harris Memorial
Tournament at Ocean View
High.

Damian Reider added 10
points for Laguna Beach.

andrewturner@latimes.com
Twitter: @AndrewTurnerTCN
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game.

The Breakers are back
in the semifinals for the
first time since 2018,
which ended with a 48-6
loss to Artesia in the Divi-
sion 12 playoffs.

La Quinta (7-5) had
come in averaging 306
rushing yards per game,
including 590  yards
gained on the ground in
its playoff opener against
Apple Valley Granite Hills.

The Breakers’ defensive
front limited the Black-
hawks to 147 rushing
yards on Friday. Laguna
Beach shut out La Quinta
in the second half, an in-
terception in the end zone
by Oliver Rounaghi on the
Blackhawks’ final drive
putting the finishing tou-
ches on the defensive feat.

“We knew the run was
coming,” Mulkay, who
played on both sides of
the ball, said. “They were
averaging almost 280
yards every game rushing-
wise [in the regular sea-
son], so we knew if we
could stop the run, that
game was ours.”

Shanahan and his play-
ers were effusive in their
praise of defensive coordi-
nator Hunter Braun.

“I just got to give all
credit to our defensive co-
ordinator Coach Braun,”
Brock Donaldson, a junior
defensive end for the
Breakers, said. “He did a
great job preparing us in
practice this week. There
wasn't a single play that
we saw on the field that
we didn’t see in practice.”

Nick Rogers carried the
ball 16 times for 107 yards,
including a  66-yard
touchdown late in the
third quarter that ex-
tended the Breakers’ lead
to 35-16.

Mulkay had  four
catches for 87 yards.
Swanson added a tackle-
busting 34-yard receiving
touchdown up the left
sideline in the first quar-
ter.

Tommy Ansley threw
for 244 yards and two
touchdowns, connecting
with Makaury Warren (99
receiving yards) and Isa-
iah Alvarado (88 receiving
yards) for the scores.

andrewturner@latimescom
Twitter: @AndrewTurner TCN
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the match.

At the time, it preserved
a two-goal advantage.

“We put in hours and
hours at practice every
week,” said Mathisrud, a
two-year starter. “My team
has some of the best shoot-
ers you'll see in high school
water polo, and I'm taking
shots from them for a cou-
ple of hours a day every
day. When it comes down
to this, I feel more than
prepared.”

Senior Finn LeSieur had
a goal and four assists for
the Sailors. Junior center
Peter Castillo and junior
defender Gavin Appeldorn
each had a goal before foul-
ing out.

Newport Harbor, which
had split two previous
meetings this season with

James Carbone

THE NEWPORT HARBOR High boys' water polo team is
all smiles after winning the CIF Southern Section Open
Division championship game against JSerra on Saturday. It's
the Sailors’ second consecutive Open Division title.

JSerra, didn’t blink. Senior
Gavin Netherton also con-
tributed an assist off the
bench for the winners, and
grabbed the rebound after
Wright's late field block.

“It’s just filling the role,”
Liechty said. “It doesnt
matter who it is. It just mat-
ters what you’re supposed
to do, and do it to the best
of your ability. I think that

was a great situation to
overcome, and I think we
did that perfectly. Other
guys were able to step up
and fill that position.”

JSerra (27-3) tried to re-
spond, even after Ken-
nedy’s goal gave the Sailors
a 10-7 advantage with 3:34
left. A Lions steal led to a
counterattack goal by jun-
ior center Will Schneider.
Then, Bode Brinkema put
away a quick shot after a
Newport Harbor turnover,
pulling JSerra within 10-9
with 1:50 left.

But the equalizer never
came. JSerra coach Brett
Ormsby, a 2004 Olympian,
gave credit to the Sailors af-
ter the match.

"[The Sailors], theyre
champions,” Ormsby said.
“They were champions be-
fore this game. That’s the
reality. They won it last
year, and I thought there
was a determination. Phys-

ically, T thought they were
more aggressive than us in
key moments.”

Newport Harbor’s play-
ers posed for pictures after
the match. They also re-
ceived a phone call from
Mason Hunt, last year’s
senior captain who now
plays for Harvard.

Hunt would be proud of
the team camaraderie this
year’s Sailors showed, too.

“You can see that we all
know how to play to-
gether,” LeSieur said. “No
matter who’s in, no matter
who’s out of the game with
three ejections, we can still
keep control and play to-
gether. That’s a testament
to our brotherhood. You
can't fake that.”

There was nothing fake
about the championship
plaque for Newport Har-
bor. The Sailors will now
more than likely be the top
seed in the CIF State South-

ern California Regional Di-
vision 1 playoffs, which
start Tuesday.

They will approach that
season-ending tournament
with the same mentality as
they have every match.

Next man up. That’s the
kind of attitude that gets a
program to 14 CIF champi-
onships.

“It's an expectation to
play at a high level, to train
at a high level, to buyin ata
high level and be commit-
ted,” Sinclair said. “I don’t
mean it in an arrogant way,
and I'm not putting crazy
expectations on every sin-
gle year, but kids come into
this program knowing what
they sign up for and the
legacy that they have to up-
hold.

“It's awesome.
amazing feeling.”

It's an

matthew.szabo@latimes.com
Twitter: @mjszabo
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