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When Tony Espinoza’s fiance
showed him a gallery of recent
pictures from inside the now de-
funct Heman G. Stark Youth Cor-
rectional Facility, also known as
Youth Training School (YTS),
roughly four years of memories
from one of the state’s most vi-
olent youth prisons came flood-
ing back to him.

One of the images among those
shot by Brea-based photographer
David Reeve depicts a brown sofa
against a brick wall with a boxing
trophy sitting on one of its cush-

A youth
prison’s
hidden
history
An O.C. photographer
is behind the effort to
remove meaningful
items from the state’s
former juvenile facilities.
BY ERIC LICAS

See History, page A4

Rancho Santiago Community
College District officials Monday
approved keeping a $30-million
employee health policy in the
hands of an insurance risk pool
operator recently criticized for
keeping millions of the district’s
money for years in a little-known
account.

Moved by overwhelming feed-
back from employees keen on
keeping their medical doctors,
treatment and coverage intact,
RSCCD trustees voted unani-
mously to retain the Anthem Blue
Cross policy maintained by the
Alliance of Schools for Coopera-
tive Insurance Programs for a
three-year period.

College
district
retains
provider
Officials agree to keep a
$30Memployee health
policywith ASCIP, which
held $7M in public
money off the books.
BY SARA CARDINE

See College, page A3
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When the Airport fire first ignited the dry
brush of the Trabuco Canyon foothills, Or-
ange County equestrians sprang into action.

Without an official county animal re-
sponse team, volunteers were on their own.

An email alert went out on Monday within
20 minutes of the fire’s start to a list of 150
people on trailer teams telling them to hook
up their trailers and be on call to help evacu-
ate horses to safety.

Later that afternoon, Dee Dee Friedrich
and her husband drove their three-horse

trailer down from Yorba Linda to a staging
area at Saddleback Church in Lake Forest.

From there, Friedrich and other equestrian
volunteers headed to Oak Canyon Road in
Trabuco Canyon as part of rescue efforts.

“There was a big, long line of horses,”
Friedrich said. “We waited for the horses to
come out of the canyon, loaded them up and
got them out of there.”

In all, 154 horses were hauled to safety by
volunteers on Monday. Volunteers evacuated
168 more on Tuesday.

Friedrich took dozens to Serrano Creek
Ranch in Lake Forest where owner Matt Rhyl
helped board them. Other rescue volunteers
transferred horses to stalls at the Orange

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

WHEN THE AIRPORT fire sparked and grew exponentially, volunteers sprang into action with the O.C. Animal Response Team and helped
evacuate and shelter horses and other large animals at Serrano Creek Equestrian in Lake Forest, pictured, and the O.C. Fairgrounds.

With no official response team,
volunteers come to the rescue
BY GABRIEL SANROMÁN Equestrians self-organized volunteer transportation of horses during

the first days of the Airport fire after a previous team under the
county’s emergency services significantly scaled back its efforts.

See Rescue, page A5

A decade is a long time, but
that’s how long Huntington Beach
resident Rebeca Isidoro has been
able to count on the Second Har-
vest Food Bank Mobile School
Pantry program as a resource for
her family.

Isidoro, who is Mexican Ameri-
can, lives in the predominantly
Latino working class community
of Oak View. She and more than
100 other families showed up for
the monthly appearance of the
Mobile School Pantry at Oak View
Elementary School on Wednesday.

Isidoro has a son in preschool
and a daughter in kindergarten at

Oak View, but those are just two of
her five children at home. She also
has two kids in middle school, one
in college and one enlisted in the
U.S. Army.

The Mobile School Pantry has
been an invaluable resource as her
young ones grew, she said, provid-
ing staples like milk and eggs
along with fresh produce.

“It’s a blessing to have this pro-
gram here at school,” Isidoro said
in Spanish, translated by Oak View
Principal Araceli Osborn. “It’s
amazing that Second Harvest
Food Bank facilitates this. It really
helps my family. Not just my fam-
ily, but the other families here in
Oak View. With the economy and

everything, this supplements our
food needs.”

The Mobile School Pantry pro-
gram has exploded over the past
decade while distributing a total of
22.6 million pounds of food.

Oak View Elementary, in the
Ocean View School District, was
one of 12 original sites in 2014. To-
day, the program has 74 Mobile
School Pantries, Second Harvest
chief executive Claudia Bonilla
Keller said.

“Coming out of the pandemic,
this is not only necessary, this is
critical for families,” Bonilla Keller
said. “We’re dealing with inflation,

James Carbone

OAK VIEW community members shop from a varied selection of fresh
produce on Wednesday at the Second Harvest Food Bank’s Mobile
School Pantry in Huntington Beach.

Second Harvest Food Bank's Mobile
School Pantry marks its first decade
BYMATT SZABO

See Pantry, page A3
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UCI Health

Now open
Cancer care reimagined

A year after being first pro-
posed, the Irvine City Council has
voted to add teeth to its existing
lobbyist regulations.

Council members approved a
first reading of the ordinance dur-
ing Tuesday’s meeting. The
changes are set to broaden the
definition of lobbyists and their
activities and make repeated vio-
lations of the law a misdemeanor
offense.

Councilwoman Kathleen
Treseder first proposed a series of
reforms to the law in the wake of
political corruption scandals that
erupted in Anaheim and Irvine.

In 2022, Anaheim officials or-
dered a sweeping independent
probe into political corruption
following the surfacing of an FBI
investigation that led to the con-
viction of former Mayor Harry
Sidhu and the termination of the
Angel Stadium sale.

A report released the following
year alleged a criminal conspiracy
surrounding federal pandemic re-
lief funds and recommended a
host of reforms aimed at curbing
corruption.

Irvine declined to authorize its
own independent probe.

But in a memo to City Manager
Oliver Chi authored last year,
Treseder sought to implement
changes in Irvine inspired by the
Anaheim report, including
strengthening its lobbying law.

“Irvine was named 11 times in
the context of a cannabis-related
proposal in April 2018,” the memo
read. “In connection with this
proposal, Melahat Rafiei, a politi-
cal consultant, was indicted and

pleaded guilty to a felony charge
of attempting to defraud one of
her political consultancy firm’s
clients.”

In the plea deal, Rafiei also ad-
mitted to attempting to bribe two
Irvine council members in rela-
tion to a retail cannabis ordi-
nance. She is set to be sentenced
at a federal courthouse in Los An-
geles on Nov. 8.

The FBI investigation didn’t
surface during Tuesday’s discus-
sion.

Instead, following a study ses-
sion last November, Irvine City
Atty. Jeff Melching outlined the
proposed changes to the law,
which was first passed in 2006.

“The lobbying ordinance is fun-
damentally about disclosure,” he
said. “It doesn’t prohibit people
from lobbying.”

It seeks to expand the definition
of lobbying to include contacting

any city officials with decision-
making powers. The updated lan-
guage also modernized the ways
in which lobbyists can contact
city officials with social media
and other electronic means of
communication in mind.

“It’s definitely heading in the
right direction of what we need to
do in order to close a lot of the
loopholes,” said Councilwoman
Tammy Kim.

The proposed changes would
widen who is considered a lobby-
ist to include “in-house” and “ex-
penditure” lobbyists not previ-
ously covered.

Reporting requirements are
also set to be more detailed, in-
cluding if a registered lobbyist has
contributed $100 or more to the
campaign of an elected official
being contacted.

Irvine is looking to drastically
draw down the lobbyist registry

requirements. As it stands now,
individual lobbyists only have to
register if their paid contact ex-
ceeded $10,000 per quarter. The
revised rules would compel regis-
tration if paid lobbying tallied
$1,000 or more in a calendar
month.

Added enforcement teeth come
in the form of a misdemeanor of-
fense for repeated violations of
the law.

“We would not begin with a
criminal enforcement mechanism
if we found somebody out of
compliance,” Melching said.

But subsequent violations
would include fines of $1,000 per
day.

Both Treseder and Kim asked
Melching about exemptions from
the law for media professionals.

“Are we looking for credentialed
press?” Kim asked. “Are we going
to be requiring a press pass? I just

want to tighten what we are call-
ing media and journalism.”

Melching responded that there
would be no press pass require-
ment for exemption and that me-
dia is defined the way it was in
2006, when the law originally
passed, to included newspaper,
radio, television, wire service and
regularly published periodical re-
porters.

Councilman Mike Carroll pro-
posed an amendment to the up-
dated lobbying law that would
ban council-appointed commis-
sioners and committee members
from lobbying Irvine, a loophole
that existed under previous ethics
ordinances and covered the may-
or, council members and council
staff.

“We’re in a very weird world
where if we pass this tonight as it’s
proposed, you could be a lobbyist
for the city of Irvine and still serve
as a council member or a com-
missioner or a committee mem-
ber,” Carroll said.

Treseder had no issue with the
proposed amendment but made
a political point with November’s
City Council elections in mind.

“It does give the appearance
that council member Carroll is us-
ing his position to attack Com-
missioner Ayn Craciun,” she said.
“She is his opponent for the coun-
cil race.”

Some residents had questioned
Craciun’s role as chair of Irvine’s
Sustainability Commission with
her advocacy work in Irvine as
Climate Action Campaign’s policy
director.

But with Carroll’s council col-
leagues finding his amendment
agreeable, changes to the lobby-
ing law were passed unanimously.

It will come back before council
for a second procedural vote at a
future meeting.

Irvine moves to toughen up its lobbying law

File Photo

IRVINEMAYOR Farrah Khan and Councilwoman Tammy Kim during a 2021 Irvine City Council meeting.

City Council members
give initial OK to
expanded definitions
of who lobbyists are
and what they do.
BY GABRIEL SANROMÁN

gabriel.sanroman@latimes.com
Twitter: @gsanroman2

On the far right of the
Westminster City Council,
between miniature U.S. and
South Vietnamese flags
perched in front of her dais
seat, Amy Phan West has
otherwise been at the con-
stant center of controversy.

Since the councilwoman
was elected by a razor-thin
margin of 21 votes in 2022,
City Council meetings have
grown more dysfunctional,
with shouting, five-minute
recesses, muted micro-
phones, pleas for decorum,
censure resolutions and al-
legations of corruption be-
coming commonplace this
year.

During Tuesday’s meet-
ing, a new set of rules aimed
at curbing the disruption
made their full debut in
tandem. Would they work?

The meeting was origi-
nally slated to consider cen-
suring Phan West, if she
hadn’t changed her behav-
ior, which a majority of
council members described
as violating the city’s ethics
policy.

But that same council
majority felt compelled to
censure Phan West on Aug.
14, a month ahead of sched-
ule.

Following the censure
resolution, new rules on
conducting council meet-
ings were passed two weeks
later.

Placing items on a coun-
cil agenda now requires the
support of a third council
member on the five-mem-
ber board. Mayor Chi Char-
lie Nguyen exempted him-
self from the rule as he ar-
gued that his position is
elected at-large and repre-
sents all of Westminster.

Speaking times for coun-

cil members are also lim-
ited to two rounds of five-
minute comments on
agenda items after the Aug.
28 council meeting lasted
for nearly 11 hours and
ended past 5 a.m., with
some city officials bleary-
eyed and yawning.

It was the third time this
year a council meeting
clocked in at over 10 hours
long. The speaking time
rule, which can be extended
by a council majority vote,
purportedly took effect im-
mediately during the Aug.
28 meeting.

Similar meeting rules in
Anaheim faced criticism
when former Mayor Harry
Sidhu implemented them
during his tenure. Critics
claimed the changes si-
lenced minority members
and disenfranchised the
council districts they repre-
sented.

Phan West called West-
minster’s changes “reminis-
cent of a communist dicta-
torship” in a press release
after they passed.

At Tuesday’s meeting, she
tested the fences on the

new rules early and often.
Council members held a

closed session discussion
before the open meeting
about the recent U.S.
Supreme Court ruling that
gave local governments
more power to enforce anti-
camping laws against the
homeless.

Only the subject matter
of discussion, not the dis-
cussion itself, was dis-
closed, as is routine at
council meetings across Or-
ange County.

“You guys are hiding
something,” Phan West
nevertheless accused her
colleagues.

“We spent over an hour
to speak on this item in
closed session,” Council-
woman Kimberly Ho said.
“Unfortunately, you chose
not to come. This is the rea-
son why you are so con-
fused. And then you come
out here [and] you waste
everybody’s time. You ac-
cused people of hiding.
That’s a childish game.”

Verbal scrums over allot-
ted time to speak, clock
countdowns and commo-

tion from the audience
when Phan West left her
seat prompted the mayor to
call for a five-minute recess.

The majority of the meet-
ing seemed to run smoothly
enough after that until it
came time to discuss
putting items on the
agenda for the next one.

Phan West deemed the
council majority as a “gang
of three” and criticized the
new agenda-setting rule.

“I think it’s wrong,” she
said. “[The] voice[s] of Dis-
trict 1 and District 4 will ne-
ver be represented.”

Phan West, who repre-
sents District 1, attempted
to put a study session on
the Westminster Communi-
ty Foundation on the
agenda for the next meet-
ing. Councilman NamQuan
Nguyen, who represents
District 4 and is a reliable
ally of Phan West, sup-
ported it.

All council members ap-
proved of the study session,
easily clearing the three-
member threshold.

But then Councilman
Nguyen followed by seeking

to put a discussion of brib-
ery allegations involving
both the mayor and Ho on
the agenda.

“I want Mr. Mayor to
clear his reputation,” Phan
West said, in support.

“Don’t worry, just vote,”
Mayor Nguyen told her.

“If you have evidence, go
to the authorities,” Council-
man Carlos Manzo told
council members Nguyen
and Phan West in not sup-
porting the agenda item.

“They’re making a laugh-
ingstock out of us,” Ho add-
ed in voting no, as well.
“Don’t use this as your fo-
rum to grandstand.”

Ho encouraged Council-
man Nguyen and Phan
West to go to the FBI or an-

other law enforcement
agency.

So did Mayor Nguyen.
Phan West spoke over

him the entire time he ex-
plained his third and final
no vote, which ensured that
the discussion wouldn’t ap-
pear on the next agenda.

Mayor Nguyen ended the
meeting with a plea for
Phan West, his council col-
league.

“As you pray for me, I
pray double for you,” the
mayor said. “You ask for
mutual respect, I think you
need to pay attention to
what you’re saying.”

Disruption persists at Westminster council meetings

Photos by James Carbone
THEWESTMINSTER City Council conducts business during the Sept. 11meeting.

WESTMINSTER COUNCILWOMAN Amy Phan West
speaks from the dais at the Sept. 11 council meeting.

ACTIVIST TERRY RAINS calls for the recall of council
members Amy Phan West and NamQuan Nguyen.

Recently instituted
rules on setting
agendas and time
limits on speaking
have little effect.
BY GABRIEL SANROMÁN

gabriel.sanroman
@latimes.com
Twitter: @gsanroman2
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A small piñata. A coin from Ar-
gentina. Film negatives of Santa
Ana street life. These are just
some of the items packed with in-
tention into a time capsule that
has waited in the rafters of the for
the last 10 years.

Back in 2014, artist and curator
Daniel Tucker worked on a proj-
ect called “Future Perfect.” Devel-
oped through the GCAC Artist-in-
Residence program and sup-
ported in part by a grant to Grand
Central Art Center from the Andy
Warhol Foundation for the Visual
Arts, the project was inspired by a
speech Ronald Reagan made at
the 1976 Republican National
Convention about drafting a letter
to be included in a time capsule.

“This was a reoccurring trope;
he was very future oriented, and
even though I am not someone
who is in any way politically sym-
pathetic to Ronald Reagan, I did
feel like it was a useful starting
point for thinking about the way
that at that moment in time, we
were living in the imaginary fu-
ture that Reagan had attempted
to conjure throughout his career,”
said Tucker. “I was interested in
finding a way to explore that.”

Tucker made an hourlong video
that uses the speech to examine
Reagan-inspired monuments and
time capsules throughout Califor-
nia titled “Future Perfect: Time
Capsules in Reagan Country.” The
letter Reagan referred to was put
inside a time capsule, a Mariner
171 test propellant tank, more
specifically, on display at the Grif-
fith Observatory in Los Angeles
and is set to be opened in 2076. It
is featured prominently in the vi-
deo alongside multiple other time

capsules in the region created
during the Bicentennial.

Record-keeping wasn’t always
thorough, however. Tucker made
some surprising discoveries in his
research for the project.

“I remember reading one arti-
cle about a town in Southern Cali-
fornia that had done a big con-
struction project and found 30
unopened time capsules,” Tucker
said.

Even the Ronald Reagan Fed-
eral Courthouse building in
downtown Santa Ana, newly built
at the time, was supposed to get a
time capsule buried somewhere
within it, but a collection of com-
plications, highlighted in the vi-
deo, prevented it from happen-
ing.

Tucker worked with local histo-
rian Cheryl A. Eberly, principal li-
brarian for Santa Ana Public Li-
brary and then Santa Ana history
room archivist Manny Escamilla
along with youths from the Santa
Ana Teen Historians program to
create a time capsule of their
own.

“Part of what we would always
try to teach at the Santa Ana Li-
brary and in the history room
specifically was that everybody’s
own life story, the story of their
families and their experiences
growing up in the city and com-
munity are part of Santa Ana his-
tory,” said Escamilla, who is now
senior policy advisor for county
Supervisor Vicente Sarmiento.

At the Downtown Santa Ana
Artwalk on Sept. 7, the time cap-
sule was finally lowered from the
ceiling on a rope by John D. Spiak,
director and chief curator at
GCAC, and unpacked before a
small audience that included
some of the individuals who orig-
inally packed items inside.

Teens in the Santa Ana Teen
Historians program in 2014 wrote
letters to themselves, though not
all were present on Saturday to re-
trieve them. Christian Ramirez,
one of the programs youngest

participants, passed away earlier
this year, leaving behind his letter
and three poems he wrote.

Roger Reyes, a founding mem-
ber of the Santa Ana Community
Artist(s) Coalition, known profes-
sionally as Roger Eyes R., placed
the first paintbrush he used on a
public mural in Santa Ana in the
capsule back in 2014.

“Roger placed the brush kind of
to say, ‘In 10 years will I still be do-
ing this?’ The happy answer there
is yes … exactly 10 years later, that
very morning, he was doing resto-
ration work on local murals,” said
Escamilla.

When it comes to time cap-
sules, Tucker has a unique per-
spective.

“In a lot of ways I think about
time capsules as being mini, ama-
teur museums, in the sense that
they are meant to convey what a
specific group of people find valu-
able at a specific moment in
time,” said Tucker.

While the time capsule in-
cluded works of art, like a script
for a play, CDs and drawings and
paintings by local artists, it also
contained items like menus from
restaurants that have since closed
and a copy of the now-defunct
OC Weekly.

“Those things are not rendered
art, but they are really interesting
artifacts, and for me, because I
have a real investment in the de-
mocratization of museums and
exhibitions, I like the idea of a
time capsule as a micro exhib-
ition.”

The artifacts and art are now on
display at Grand Central Art Cen-

ter — some with labels handwrit-
ten by the people who tucked
them into the time capsule in the
first place. Tucker’s video is also
on display. It is an exhibition Es-
camilla thinks many people, his-
torian or not, can relate to.

“The desire to communicate to
the future is part of human na-

ture, to at least leave something
behind so that you know your
time was impactful, remembered
or made a difference,” Escamilla
said.

Art project stirred by Reagan speech
Sealed in 2014, a time
capsule at Grand Central
Art Center in Santa Ana
explores what the past
tells us about the future.
BY SARAHMOSQUEDA

Photos courtesy of Grand Central Art Center

DANIEL TUCKER’S project “Future Perfect” features artifacts from a
2014 time capsule that was opened on Sept. 7, 2024.

MANNY
ESCAMILLA
prepares to
open a time
capsule
packed in
2014 at Grand
Central Art
Center.

IF YOU GO
Daniel Tucker’s “Future Perfect:
Time Capsules in Reagan Country”
is on display at the Grand Central
Art Center at 125 N Broadway,
Santa Ana now through Nov. 17.

sarah.mosqueda
@latimes.com
Twitter: @SarahNMos

The Cerritos-based
agency is the same one that
in June cut a $7.1-million
check to the district, after it
came to light that a risk
management fund held by
ASCIP had quietly accumu-
lated insurance dividends
that, if made known to
elected officials, could have
been spent at any time.

Instead, the funds grew
as district administrators —
most likely two now-retired
cabinet members whose af-
filiations with the joint
powers authority preceded
and outlasted their tenures
at Rancho Santiago CCD —
apparently managed and
spent from the account
without the board’s full
knowledge.

Now, one elected official
is demanding a full ac-
counting of the risk man-
agement fund, even as the
district’s chancellor and a
key administrator evade
questions about what hap-
pened and who knew what.

District faculty and staff
packed the Rancho Santia-
go boardroom Monday
evening to share their opin-
ions on whether the district
should continue receiving
employee health benefits
through Anthem, using AS-
CIP’s risk pool, or switch to
competitor Aetna.

Employees’ favor re-
soundingly landed on the
former, recommended 8-2
by the district’s advisory
Joint Benefits Committee
and affirmed by Chancellor

Marvin Martinez. Staying
in the pool would allow the
policy to earn dividends, or
rebates, during periods
when premium payments
eclipsed claims.

Tiffany Gause, a Santiago
Canyon College social sci-
ences professor and officer
of the district’s faculty
union, urged the board to
affirm the benefits commit-
tee’s recommendation to
stay with Anthem, reached
after an exhaustive process.

“We came together, did
what was best for all in-
volved and made the right
decision,” Gause said, out-
lining a series of meetings
and presentations held
over the summer. “We need
to rely on process and not
be blindsided or unin-
formed, especially on an
important decision like
this.”

Santiago Canyon reading
instructor Amy Freese
shared how her husband
has received life-saving
cancer treatment at the UC
Irvine Medical Center,
thanks to the district’s
HMO plan.

“I can’t imagine what so
many of us would go
through if we needed to
leave UCI and change any
of our medical groups.
Could that be life altering? I
think that it could be,”
Freese said.

“The employees of our
district are living through
some very hard things. And
Board of Trustees, you have
the opportunity to make
another positive difference
for us and our families.”

Through sheer coinci-

dence, Monday’s vote fol-
lowed on the heels of the
discovery in late May that
ASCIP had been maintain-
ing the risk management
fund not accounted for in
the district’s budget and
outside the awareness of
trustees, that had amassed
$7.1 million.

Trustee Phil Yarbrough,
who chairs the board’s fis-
cal audit committee, de-
manded in a June 10 meet-
ing a full remittance of the
funds and called for an au-
dit to track the full life of
the fund. He reiterated his
call for an investigation
Monday.

“There are two issues
here. There’s the issue
about who our health pro-
vider’s going to be, and the
second issue is in regard to
the refund account that
had been going on since a
year after I was elected [in
1996],” he said. “I’ve got a

bunch of questions about
that and I’ve got a bunch of
materials I need to get an-
swers on.”

Trustee Tina Arias Miller
asked where in the district’s
budget the $7.1 million had
been placed and whether it
might be used to offset fu-
ture healthcare premiums
or pay for other unforeseen
employee healthcare-re-
lated expenses.

Iris Ingram, vice chancel-
lor of business services, ex-
plained board policy stipu-
lates any one-time revenue
received be automatically
held in Rancho Santiago’s
reserve fund. Spending
from that account, she add-
ed, requires approval by a
two-third board majority.

“So it requires an addi-
tional hurdle now to take
that money out of there,”
she said. “And once the rev-
enue goes into the reserves,
it becomes a situation

[where] all money is green.”
Chancellor Martinez and

Vice Chancellor Ingram
were asked multiple times
to speak in an interview
about the risk management
fund, who kept tabs on the
account balance and who,
according to records re-
viewed by the Pilot, recom-
mended expenditures from
the account totaling nearly
$3.7 million.

Those records track with-
drawals made between
2012 and 2020, a time pe-
riod spanning the tenures
of now-retired vice chan-
cellors John Didion (Hu-
man Resources, 1997-2016)
and Peter Hardash (Fiscal
Services, 2006-2020), who
handled insurance matters
for Rancho Santiago CCD
while serving in govern-
ance roles with ASCIP, in-
cluding the executive com-
mittee that makes deci-
sions on declaring and dis-
tributing dividends to
member districts.

Martinez — who in Sep-
tember 2023 spoke on the
record with the Pilot about
his concerns over the re-
lationships Didion and
Hardash had forged with
ASCIP, including their serv-
ice on the board of a cap-
tive insurance company
the JPA created to handle
bond construction insur-
ance — declined to com-
ment on when and how
he’d learned about the $7.1-
million fund balance.

Ingram, who initially
agreed to a Sept. 3 Zoom
interview about the fund,
its accounting and who at
RSCCD was authorized to

make withdrawals from the
account, canceled the in-
terview about 90 minutes
prior citing illness and re-
scheduled it to Sept. 10, two
days after two stories ap-
peared in the Sunday edi-
tion of the Pilot.

However, just three hours
before Tuesday’s resched-
uled interview, district
spokesperson Chi-Chung
Keung canceled once more,
stating that since the arti-
cles had been published, “I
don’t see a need for us to
meet today.”

“I’m surprised and disap-
pointed that you published
the story without the cour-
tesy of an agreed upon in-
terview this week,” Keung
wrote in an email, despite
the fact that the Pilot sent
five emails between Aug. 19
and 23 requesting an audi-
ence with Martinez and
emailed a question on Aug.
29 asking what the chancel-
lor knew about the fund
that was not answered by a
Sept. 5 deadline.

While top Rancho Santi-
ago officials are keeping
quiet, Yarbrough seeks to
agendize for a future board
meeting a discussion about
the risk management fund
held by ASCIP that he
hopes will culminate in a
call for a review of its his-
toric transactions.

“This issue, in regard to
this fund and how it got
there is just starting,” he as-
sured the public Monday.
“And I’m going to get to the
bottom of it.”

Sara Cardine

RANCHO SANTIAGO CCD Professor Tiffany Gause urges
the Board of Trustees to keep employee health coverage
with Anthem Blue Cross, a policy arranged through ASCIP.

Continued from page A1
COLLEGE

sara.cardine@latimes.com
Twitter: @SaraCardine

we’re dealing with a higher
cost of living, and this com-
munity needs help. We can’t
think of a better partner
than schools. Not only are
we reaching children, we’re
reaching their families and
some of the younger chil-
dren who aren’t in the
school system yet.”

Visitors to the Oak View
pantry find a wide assort-
ment of chilies and jal-
apeños. Bonilla Keller said
Second Harvest tries to
cater to the food prefer-
ences of a particular com-
munity as much as it can.

Ocean View School Dis-
trict Board of Trustees Clerk
Gina Clayton-Tarvin said
she appreciates that atten-
tion to the community’s
customs, as well as the fact
that the pantry’s fruits and
vegetables are organic.

She said about 59% of the
district’s students qualify as

socioeconomically disad-
vantaged. At Oak View Ele-
mentary, that number leaps
to 99.4%.

“Just because you’re not
rich doesn’t mean you can’t
eat well,” Clayton-Tarvin
said. “Our community here
is used to having fresh food
in Mexico, and you saw Vi-
etnamese people here as

well. A lot of the food here
in the United States is for-
eign to them, actually, be-
cause it’s so processed. This
food is helping to serve the
need of people who are
food insecure, but also it’s
truly nutritional for them.

“I think that is really im-
portant. Here at the school
district, we have this part-

nership with this organiza-
tion that’s really looking out
for our communities. Not
just to combat food insecu-
rity, but also to combat hav-
ing unhealthy foods in our
community.”

Jadira Lopez, the commu-
nity liaison for Oak View El-
ementary, also serves as
Mobile School Pantry coor-
dinator at the site.

Lopez said in her time
with the mobile pantry it
has extended into the sum-
mer months so students
and families can continue
receiving fresh food while
school is out.

Part of her role is also ex-
plaining to families any new
food items that are being
distributed. On Wednesday,
that was the tropical fruit
rambutan,which is native to
southeast Asia.

Bonilla Keller said some
of the Mobile School
Pantries serve the commu-
nity twice monthly Seven
schools in the county have
permanent school pantries,

as well.
Food needs remain a

struggle for many families,
who first have to worry
about paying rent.

Bonilla Keller noted that
43% of households in the
county are shelter bur-
dened, paying more than
they should for rent or their
mortgage. According to a
2023 California Housing
Partnership report, renters
in Orange County need to
earn $51.39 an hour — 3.3
times the state minimum
wage — in order to afford
the average monthly rent of
$2,672.

“It erodes their food
budget,” Bonilla Keller said.
“In term of our pantry cov-
erage in Orange County,
there’s not an overabun-
dance of food distribution
points in Huntington
Beach. People think that
Huntington Beach is fine,
nobody’s hungry, nobody’s
food insecure. [But] every
city in Orange County has a
food insecure population.”

Data from Feeding
America showed that in
2022, about 84,700 children
in the county — one in
eight — suffered from food
insecurity.

Dareen Khatib is the ad-
ministrator of health and
wellness for the Orange
County Department of Edu-
cation.

“I’m constantly looking
for resources to bring to
them, to connect them to
community partners,” said
Khatib, who is also a Second
Harvest board member. “To
be honest with you, [the
Second Harvest Mobile
School Pantry] really wasn’t
a hard sell at all. A lot of ad-
ministrators at the district
and school level, they recog-
nize that we have to serve
the whole child. If we really
want to improve academic
achievement, we cannot
stop at just instruction in
the classroom.”

Continued from page A1
PANTRY

James Carbone

PEOPLE FROM the Oak View community pick organic
peppers at the Second Harvest Mobile School Pantry.

matthew.szabo@latimes.com
Twitter: @mjszabo
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At UCI Health, we expertly address your cancer
with innovative treatments and clinical trials.
But we don’t stop there. We consider all your
healthcare needs and work with specialists
across UCI Health to care for you beyond
your cancer diagnosis.

Your fight is our fight, and together, we never
cease in our commitment to a cancer-free world.

Visit ucihealth.org/cancer or call 714-500-7891
to schedule a next-day consultation.

We treat more than
just your cancer.

There was a time when
alternative music and cof-
fee shops very much went
together.

“I guess it comes from
the Seattle grunge days,”
said Owen Ela, owner of in-
dependent record store
Resident Vinyl.

That relationship has re-
turned, at least in the city
of Orange, since Resident
Vinyl opened its new loca-
tion inside Contra Coffee
and Tea.

Located at 115 N. Orange
St., the coffee house has
long been a popular place
for students of nearby
Chapman University to
study and hang out.

“Contra is a rad spot,
and the tables are full all
day, with students and
their laptops. It is a con-
stant stream of students
and people from the com-
munity,” said Ela.

Resident Vinyl first
opened in 2023 in Santa
Ana, its name a cheeky ref-
erence to the fact that Ela’s
store was on the first floor
of his loft. Opening a
record store seemed natu-
ral for Ela, who has a deep
background in the music
industry.

“In high school, I was
managing my friend’s
band, it all kind of started
there,” he said. “I was the
guy who was never good
enough to play in a band,
but I really wanted to be
part of it so I ended up
managing my friend’s punk
band in the late ’90s.”

He would go on to lead a
career in music marketing,
working for Epitaph Re-
cords, Goldenvoice, Live
Nation and later becoming
the marketing manager at
the Observatory, a Santa
Ana music venue.

When Resident Vinyl
opened, it joined a band of

both new and used record
stores in Orange County
that cater to all music
tastes and budgets.

This summer, the shop
moved to its new home in
a roughly 250-square-foot
shop set up at the back of
Contra, a box-light sign di-
recting people to its narrow
doorway.

“This is a much better
location for us, and we
really want to put all our
energy and efforts on this
spot,” said Ela.

Resident Vinyl sells new
records, and the inventory
is highly curated.

“It is a small space so we
are definitely very picky
about what we stock.
Everything is hand-picked
to what we are into cur-
rently,” said Ela, describing
his inventory as “all killer
and no filler.”

That doesn’t mean there
isn’t a wide selection. A mix
of genres includes artists
like Kendrick Lamar, Haim,
Thurndercat and Chappell
Roan. Ela said he employs
the same discerning ear he
used to use when curating
a music festival, and the re-
sult is an eclectic collection
that hits many notes. If
there is anything that mu-
sic lovers are looking for
that he doesn’t have, Ela
said he is happy to try and
track it down. Of course, he
also stocks what he refers
to as the “classics.”

“Nirvana, Sonic Youth
and the Smiths,” he said.

Besides records, Resi-
dent Vinyl sells vintage
band tees, audio equip-
ment and refurbished
turntables, all things the
former space didn’t have
room to stock.

Ela said it’s important
that Resident Vinyl remain
an approachable shop,
where customers can ask
questions and not feel inti-
mated if they aren’t audio-

philes. The customers that
shop at the store tend to
skew younger, and some of
them are just getting into
vinyl.

“There are a lot of kids
who are getting into re-
cords who grew up in the
streaming world,” said Ela.
“That’s really kind of our
people.”

In the short two months
the shop has been open at
its new location, Ela has
thought of some improve-
ments he would like to
make, like installing a win-
dow near the register that
can double as a DJ booth.
Overall, he said pairing the
record store with Contra
Coffee was the right move.

“Coffee and vinyl records
are a perfect match.” he
said.

Indie record store finds harmony at coffee shop

CONTRA COFFEE in Old Towne Orange. The indie record
shop Resident Vinyl has opened at the coffee house.

ALBUM BINSwith a curated selection at Resident Vinyl
inside Contra Coffee in Old Towne Orange.

Photos by Don Leach | Staff Photographer

OWEN ELA holds one of his favorite albums by SZA at his indie record store, Resident
Vinyl, at its second location inside Contra Coffee in Old Towne Orange. Ela hopes to
resurrect a time when coffee shops and alternative music went together.

BY SARAHMOSQUEDA

sarah.mosqueda
@latimes.com
Twitter: @SarahNMos

ions.
“I couldn’t even breathe,”

Espinosa told the Daily Pi-
lot during an interview
Wednesday. “I couldn’t even
talk. I couldn’t even tell her
‘that’s my trophy.’”

They immediately con-
tacted Reeve, setting off a
six-month journey to re-
trieve a lost artifact hiding
in the state’s prison system.
For Espinosa, it was a sym-
bol of years of training, sur-
vival and triumph.

TONY ‘THE TIGER’
Tony “The Tiger” Espi-

nosa was a child the first
time he strapped on a pair
of gloves and knocked
someone out. Whenever
the monsignor at the Cath-
olic school he attended
caught wind of a beef be-
tween students, the priest
would act as a referee and
put on a boxing match with
their classmates gathered
in a circle around them.

As a kid, boxing was his
life. But it became more

than that after he got
caught stealing booze from
a neighbor’s shed in 1983
and was sent to Ventura
County Juvenile Hall. Upon
turning 18 and transferring
into YTS, the sport became
his ticket to survival.

“Believe it or not, there’s
365 days in the year [and]
there was either a fight, a
riot, somebody got killed,
stabbed or something at
least 365 days a year there,”
Espinosa told the Daily Pi-
lot. “Sometimes two or
three times a day.”

Espinosa said several
friends he met while locked
up never made it to their
release dates. But he joined
the correctional facility’s
boxing team, ultimately be-
coming its captain. His
training helped isolate him
from the constant violence
around him and kept him
out of gangs.

Being on the team also
afforded him special treat-
ment like better food and
more freedom to roam YTS’
grounds than other wards.
He had access to a full gym
outfitted with some of the
best equipment money

could buy and world class
trainers.

Espinosa wasn’t com-
pletely immune to the reali-
ties of living at YTS, though;
he recalled getting stabbed
in the leg once after con-
fronting someone who had
tried to steal from his cell. It
was the holiday season,
and as the car he was being
transported in to receive
medical care passed by
Christmas lights hanging in

front of people’s homes he
realized he had been away
from his family for three
years.

“I think it was my first
week there when a guy got
stabbed in his eye,” Espi-
nosa told Reeve in an inter-
view shared alongside his
photos of YTS. “His eyeball
got ripped out. I don’t re-
member who it was, but
they were fighting, and he
got stabbed in his eye, and

his eyeball landed right in
between my two feet.”

Despite everything hap-
pening at the correctional
facility, Espinosa’s boxing
career flourished. He re-
mained undefeated during
his roughly four-year stint
at YTS, culminating in a
match against another
boxer with a perfect record
to decide the amateur light-
heavyweight state champi-
onship. His opponent was

“the toughest guy I had
ever fought,” Espinosa said.

“After the first round, I
knew I was winning,” Espi-
nosa said. “I was in the
zone. I wanted that cham-
pionship trophy. I was go-
ing for his head.”

Special arrangements
were made to allow his
family into YTS, and they
watched him win while sur-

Continued from page A1
HISTORY

David Reeve

A FORGOTTEN BOXING trophy sits on a brown sofa in the
administrative building of the defunct Youth Training
School, a former youth prison in Chino.

Eric Licas

PHOTOGRAPHER DAVID REEVE holds handcuffs and a
logbook outside of the Heman G. Stark Youth Correctional
Facility in Chino, also known as Youth Training School.

See History, page A8
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Dr. David I. Lee is a nationallyDr. David I. Lee is a nationally
recognized fellowship-trainedrecognized fellowship-trained
urologist who specializes inurologist who specializes in
prostate cancer surgery.prostate cancer surgery.
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Chef Zach Scherer is pas-
sionate about two things:
food and music, which ex-
plains why his new Santa
Ana restaurant, conceived
with business partner and
chef Drew Adams, is lit like
a concert venue.

“Everybody has a favorite
song and everybody has a
favorite dish,” said Scherer.
“If a song comes on that I
used to love, I can remem-
ber exactly what I was do-
ing when I first heard it,
and I feel like food is like
that too. We wanted to cre-
ate a place that celebrates
that.”

Scherer would like to see
Darkroom become a place
where Orange County din-
ers can experience a new
kind of dining that involves

quality, chef-driven food
without the stuffiness of
white tablecloths and a
nearly silent dining room.
While he said he can appre-
ciate those experiences,
they don’t always work for
everyday eating.

“The problem is that I
don’t always want to sit in a
formal setting and have to
whisper to my wife all
night,” Scherer said. “I want
to be in a place where peo-
ple are having great, inter-
esting food but also listen-
ing to cool music and hav-
ing a good time.”

The space at 751 S. Har-
bor Blvd. is located in a
strip mall, but once inside it
is easy to forget you are
next door to a Tommy Pas-
trami. Darkened windows
and moody lighting with
pops of red and purple feel

like a place you might come
to for live music rather than
a seasonal menu. A lounge
area with leather couches
and twin turntables is situ-
ated near an extensive vinyl
record collection where
guests can pull LPs from
the stacks and set them in
the pile to be played next.
Art that incorporates rock
stars like David Bowie line
the walls, but at Darkroom
the food is the headliner.

Scherer honed his craft at
Santa Ana’s Playground and
most recently worked at
Bello in Newport Beach,
while Adams was executive
chef at Outpost Kitchen in
Costa Mesa before moving
on to 370 Common and
eventually also Bello. The
bar program has an esoteric
wine list and low-alcohol
cocktails designed to pair

with the food, rather than
get diners hammered, and
the partners are working to-
gether to create the weekly
revolving menu.

“It is going to be what we
feel like making, first and
foremost,” said Scherer.

The menu takes cues
from California seasonality,
new Nordic restaurants and
the chefs’ personal tastes.

“If we keep it personal,
we can’t do it wrong,”
Scherer reasons.

The result is a menu that
includes dishes like sweet
hunks of Hokkaido scal-
lops, or Japanese scallops,
crowned on a light, crispy
tostada and drizzled with
marigold vinaigrette or
steak tartare spliced with
smoked onion and served
with crackly black nori
chips to craft a balanced

bite. Entrees include soft
and flaky grilled trout and a
hanger steak topped with a
chili crunch and served
with creamy shisito pep-
pers, a dish that reads as
Asian-inspired but some-
how also tastes vaguely
reminiscent of a chile re-
lleno. It is a blend of flavors
Scherer chalks up to Cali-
fornia sensibilities.

“We have big Asian cul-
tures here, we have big His-
panic cultures here. That is
something I grew up with
and that is like soul food for
me,” said Scherer.

Scherer notes that the
steak dish is very “now” in
the sense that the shisito
peppers are in season and
the ones used at Darkroom
are sourced locally from the
Ecology Center in San Juan
Capistrano.

Darkroom will also be a
home for Crysilis, the rov-
ing pop-up dinners Scherer
spent the better part of last
year hosting. A private din-
ing room to the side of the
front entrance will serve as

a space for the ticketed
events, a backstage pass if
you will, to a whole other
dining experience separate
from Darkroom. Tickets
start at $215, and the first
available date is Oct. 3.

Either way, Scherer said
he wants guests to feel like
they get “a slice of today,”
meaning a unique experi-
ence that could only be
achieved with today’s ingre-
dients, a currentness that
he likens to live music.

“I always say when you
go dine with chefs that
really know what they are
doing, it is like going to a
concert. If you want to lis-
ten to music you have a CD,
or at this point an MP3, that
you could put on in your
car,” said Scherer. “But if
you want to see a per-
former play then you go to
a concert … and it is special
because you were there that
one time.”

Courtesy of Darkroom

DARKROOM IN Santa Ana is lit like a music venue.

Darkroom in Santa Ana develops
a new kind of dining experience
BY SARAHMOSQUEDA

Sarah Mosqueda

A SCALLOP TOSTADA at Darkroom in Santa Ana is served
with Meyer lemon and marigold vinaigrette.

sarah.mosqueda
@latimes.com
Twitter: @SarahNMos

County Fair & Event Center
in Costa Mesa.

Friedrich returned to
Saddleback Church and re-
mained there in case the
blaze jumped canyons but
called it a night shortly be-
fore 10 p.m. after she was
assured her volunteer serv-
ices were no longer needed.

The following day, the
winds shifted and the Air-
port fire, which was acci-
dentally sparked by public
works crews, spread toward
Lake Elsinore in Riverside
County, engulfing its hill-
sides in flames.

Rescue efforts in O.C.
took a wait-and-see ap-
proach with the blaze,
which, as of Thursday
morning, burned through
more than 23,000 acres be-
fore it started to be con-
tained.

For Friedrich, who serves
as president of Yorba Linda
Country Riders, the Airport
fire wasn’t her first time
ushering horses to safety.
Since 2009, she volunteered

for several fire rescues as a
member of the county’s
Large Animal Response
Team, or LART, which be-
gan in San Juan Capistrano.

But at the start of this
year, San Juan Capistrano

city officials withdrew the
team from countywide ef-
forts, citing a dwindling
roster of volunteers and a
lack of adequate resources.

City officials warned that
an alternative model was

“imminently necessary”
and later bemoaned the
county’s lack of interest in
taking over the program.

After the scale back, Frei-
drich, Marc Hedgepeth,
who trained LART volun-

teers until 2018, and a doz-
en other equestrians from
around O.C. started to or-
ganize.

They formed the Orange
County Animal Response
Team, which counts about
250 volunteer members.

The new group signed
people up for a mass email
list, met with Orange
County Supervisor Don
Wagner and held commu-
nity meetings packed with
equestrians in advocating
for an official county ani-
mal response program by
next year.

But the Airport fire — the
first major wildfire to erupt
in O.C. since LART’s with-
drawal — burned before
that time.

The Orange County Ani-
mal Response Team was
ready to mobilize the best it
could.

“Our volunteers were
great,” Friedrich said. “The
fires are coming. All we
need is access and commu-
nication. We actually did
pretty well with access on
both days, but communica-
tion is still a problem.”

Not knowing where to

turn, some residents des-
perately took to the
Nextdoor app in affected
areas like Rancho Santa
Margarita and asked for
horse evacuation help.

“We keep pushing for Or-
ange County Animal Care
to basically take us under
their wing and let us do our
work,” Friedrich said.
“That’s the gap. If it’s not
going to be Orange County
Animal Care, then who’s it
going to be?”

Under the old LART pro-
gram, volunteers operated
under the county’s emer-
gency chain of command
and could not began any
animal evacuation efforts
until a formal request was
made.

Absent that organiza-
tional structure, Orange
County Animal Response
Team volunteers headed to
staging areas without any
official activation — and
with quicker response
times.

Once the horses being
evacuated were ushered
into trailers, volunteers

Continued from page A1
RESCUE

Don Leach | Staff Photographer
EVACUATED HORSESwear protective eye masks after being rescued from areas near the
Airport Fire and moved to Serrano Creek Equestrian in Lake Forest.

See Rescue, page A8
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Mark’s Painting &
Handyman Service
714-222-3055

Wood Restoration Specialist

Licensed & Bonded
C-33-#967860

Kitchen Designed By Cabinet Factories Outlet

www.cabinetoutlet.com
714.538.9100

Tues-Fri. 10am-5pm, Sat 10-3pm, Closed Sun & Mon
1201 W. Katella Ave. Orange

CUSTOM LOOK | BEST PRICES

Ideas For Your Kitchen Or Bath

SHAKER CABINETS AVAILABLE IN
9 STYLES, 6 COLORS IN 7-10 DAYS Some DECORA Color Kemper Colors

CABINET
FACTORIES
OUTLET

Available “RTA” Cabinets

Showroom Stock Vanities

Come In - Let us help you
get the Kitchen you have always

wanted. Bring in your Floor
Plan. Designers are available to

assist you and SAVE!

Jim Jennings
Custom Masonry Inc.

Serving Newport Beach, Costa Mesa for 55 years.

NOW SPECIALIZING IN:
• Masonry & Concrete Repair.
• Grind High-spots caused by tree roots, etc.
• Remove & Replace sections of concrete,
brick or stone.

State License# 827800

714-796-9144

DWIGHT YOAKAMLive in Concert

LIDO THEATER
BUY YOUR TICKETS TODAY!

September 24th (Limited availability)

tickets available on rbicharity.com
Helping to power a cure for pediatric cancer

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO

Concert tickets include complimentary
preshow cocktail hour with hors d'oeuvres

from The Cannery, Louie’s by the Bay, and El Cholo

please email all inquiries to jnoble@cannerynewport.com

Vinyl RecordsWanted
$$$ Top cash paid

4 all or part of collection.
Jazz, Classical,

Psychedelic, Blues
949-933-6777 Mike

Miscellaneous
Merchandise

MARKETPLACE
To place an ad, go to

http://timescommunityadvertising.com/

CLASSIFIED

It’s the solution
you’re searching

for-whether
you’re seeking a

home, apartment,
pet or new

occupation!

CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS

other than as conservative
Councilman Tony Strick-
land’s representative on the
Community & Library
Services Commission,
where she asserts the chil-
dren’s and teen sections of
the library are rife with
pornography. She cam-
paigns with Gates and the
HB3; endorsements are
highly partisan.

Please do your home-
work so you fully under-
stand who and what you’re
voting for. Don’t choose a
candidate merely because
you recognize their name
from a campaign sign or
mailer. You could be mak-
ing a big mistake.

Michele Burgess
Huntington Beach

Like y’all, I just love late
night comedy TV. Watching
pundits skewer politicians
is a guilty pleasure for a lot
of us. Sadly, it’s tarnished
by the pricey nature of
cable. But there is a night-
time indulgence that
doesn’t cost an extra penny:
HBTV streaming of Hunt-
ington Beach City Council
meetings. The Sept. 3 show
delivered a belly full of
laughs.

One top joke was when
Councilman Tony Strick-
land came down full-
throated, holy-righteous
about the politicalization of
the air show settlement by
the minority council mem-
bers. His finger jabbing,
hand-waving accusations
were priceless. He was
outraged that they are
questioning the majority’s
deal because it unnecessar-
ily guarantees the private
vendor, Pacific Airshows
LLC, 40 years of exclusive
commercial rights. And
that the settlement will cost
Huntington Beach taxpay-
ers around $30 million for
the period of the agree-
ment!

Strickland followed with
an indignant one-liner. “…
any long-term contract that
the air show does has to
come back to the City
Council.” Comforting hilar-
ity? The council majority

W ho better than
educators to rep-
resent us at the

different levels of govern-
ment? We have had plenty
of attorneys, wealthy
businessmen and even
some actors. But for a fresh
and often wholesome out-
look, how about electing
more teachers? At their
best, they are positive, goal
oriented and inspirational.

We have been fortunate
in Orange County to have
two UCI college professors
represent us, one in the
California Senate and one
in the House of Repre-
sentatives. Both Dave Min
and Katie Porter are very
goal oriented and repre-
sented their districts in
Orange County by bringing
about significant change.
Porter introduced a whole
new way of aggressive
governing by posing diffi-
cult questions to repre-
sentatives of corporate
America. Min proposed
and passed major gun
legislation. His bill, which
was upheld by the courts,
prohibits the sale of fire-
arms or ammunition on
state property, including 73
fairgrounds across the state

of California.
Min faces a difficult race

against Scott Baugh in the
47th Congressional District,
which just might decide
control of the House of
Representatives. He was
endorsed earlier this year
by the Los Angeles Times.

Surprisingly, on Sept. 9,
The Times also had a lot to
say about the race in the
45th District (which in-
cludes Fountain Valley)
between Rep. Michelle
Steel and Derek Tran. Tran
is a small business owner
and an employee-rights
attorney.

About the incumbent,
Steel, The Times had few
positive things to say. The
editorial opinion states that
“Rep. Michelle Steel may
officially represent the
district in northern Orange
County, but her extreme-
right values and occasional
dishonesty make her a
poor fit for her constitu-
ents.” They speak of Derek
Tran as “an excellent alter-
native.”

Another educator turned
politician visited Orange
County recently, vice-presi-
dential candidate Tim
Walz, who came shortly

after Donald Trump’s visit.
The two were seeking cam-
paign contributions from
wealthy fans.

Lynn Lorenz
Newport Beach

Questionable
tactics in H.B.

There seems to be no
floor to the deceptive tac-
tics of Republican candi-
dates for local office in
Huntington Beach. While
the reactionary council
majority has been busy
assaulting our city’s library
system the entire year, their
staunch supporters for City
Council are trying to insin-
uate support for a library
system they have repeat-
edly railed against. Placing
HB3 signs for Don Ken-
nedy, Chad Williams and
Butch Twining next to
Friends of the Library “sup-
port” signs is both disin-
genuous and deceptive.
Trolling a community event
last month candidate for
city clerk Lisa Lane Barnes
(a conservative and equally
lacking in municipal expe-
rience save for being ap-
pointed by the council

majority), they reportedly
sneered at FOTL volunteers
collecting signatures for the
petitions to protect our
libraries. Some referred to
their attitude as the “dis-
taste of Huntington Beach.”
The true “library support-
ers” are, of course, incum-
bent council members Dan
Kalmick, Natalie Moser,
and Rhonda Bolton. A
reported post from candi-
date Chad Williams claim-
ing to “SUPPORT and
LOVE our HB Libraries” is
emblematic of this decep-
tion. They must think we
are stupid! We should not
be moving from “incum-
bent” to “endumbment”
when it comes to protect-
ing this most precious of
civic institutions.

Tim Geddes
Huntington Beach

As election season heats
up, it’s critical we pay close
attention to the words and
actions of candidates.

Do they gaslight, misrep-
resent or lie about their
actual positions and plat-
form? Friends of the Hunt-
ington Beach Library re-
cently issued a statement
refuting the implication
that they endorse City
Council candidates Butch
Twining, Chad Williams
and Don Kennedy. Why?
Because the self-named
HB3 released a deceptive
campaign video posing in
front of the main library
with an “I (heart) HBPL”
sign, vowing to support
and protect our libraries.
These men have demon-
ized the library and its
librarians for months.
Twining called the library
“lousy.” Williams rants
about the highly acclaimed
Japanese children’s book
“The Big Bath House” and
insinuated that Council-
man Dan Kalmick is a
pedophile for reading it to

his young daughter. Ken-
nedy doesn’t know the
difference between selling
the public library and out-
sourcing its management
to a private entity.

The council majority and
City Atty. Michael Gates
have divided our city with
their culture wars. We don’t
need more of the same or
worse. Without minority
council members Dan
Kalmick, Natalie Moser and
Rhonda Bolton as a bal-
ance, citizens would have
no window into what’s
going on; there would be
no pushback against the
outrageous agenda items,
ordinances and resolutions
routinely passed 4-3 by the
council majority.

The nonpartisan office of
city clerk is also on the
ballot. Candidate Regina
Blankenhorn can be
trusted when it comes to
our elections, transparency
and releasing information
in accordance with the
California Public Records
Act. She has extensive
municipal experience
working with local city
clerks and the Tustin City
Council. Her opponent,
Lisa Lane Barnes, is a real-
tor with no experience

MAILBAG

SeeMailbag, page A7

Coastal Orange County elections worry readers

File Photos

VOTERSMAKE their way to the Costa Mesa City Hall
voting center to cast their vote in November 2020.
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Step into the vibrant lifestyle of Sunrise of Orange. Located in
the heart of Orange, our senior living community harmoniously
blends refined living and personalized care. We welcome you
to tour our elegantly crafted interiors and purposefully
curated amenities, guided by our team of caring professionals
that will show you how our individualized approach fosters an
unparalleled experience tailored specifically to you.

• Personalized assisted living and memory care services

• Fresh, seasonally inspired menus daily, crafted by our
talented in-house culinary team

• Lush and peaceful outdoor spaces, patios, and a walking
path with benches

• Contemporary studio, one-bedroom, and two-bedroom suites

SEE WHAT’S NEXT

Shine Ever Brighter in Orange
Call 714-409-9363 to book a tour today.

ORANGE

Visit SunriseOrangeCA.com to view
our floor plans and photo gallery.

1301 E Lincoln Ave, Orange, CA 92865Assisted Living | Memory Care

© 2023 Sunrise Senior Living

ACROSS
1 Tiny portion of
butter
4 Last but not __
9 Police officers
13 Fast-running
bird
14 Actor Bardem
15 Death notice,
for short
16 Chicken portion
17 Some time in
the future: 2 wds.
18 Smelling organ
19 Picture-posting
social media
platform
21 Subs in sports
22 www.yale.__
23 Moselle
tributary
25 “Crap!”
28 “__ not going to
be easy”
31 Financial gain
35 “Sounds
good!”: 2 wds.
36 Where to sign:
2 wds.
38 Draped
garment
39 Slimy stuff
40 Nana
41 8x8 game
surface
45 Lease
46 Longtime
friend: 2 wds.
47 Casual top
48 Poems of
praise
49 Lo-cal
51 Tallahassee
school: Abbr.
53 From the area
56 Candy suckers
62 “Hi, sailor!”
63 Reddish-brown
color
64 Fish eggs
65 Towelette
66 Takes in
67 Bitter beer
68 Fly high
69 Canadian birds
70 Was in charge

DOWN
1 Sandwich shop

2 “Hallelujah!”
3 Insects
4 Lacking in
energy
5 At any time
6 Verdi opera
7 Baseball
features
8 Attempt

9 Clinical trial
component: 2
wds.
10 Wind
instrument
11 Leaning Tower
city
12 Flower stalk
14 “The Grapes of

Wrath” name
20 Rafael Nadal,
e.g.: 2 wds.
21 Poet of old
24 Gorilla, e.g.
25 ‘70s genre
26 “__ and the
Night Visitors”
27 Stuck in mud
29 For takeaway: 2
wds.
30 Weasel type
32 Dismissed
33 Foolish
34 Camp shelters
37 Ripped
42 Go by ship
43 Crunchy
sandwich
44 Let the air out
of
50 Omit, as a
vowel
52 Transgressions
53 Legal
regulations
54 Toledo’s state
55 Manilow’s
nightclub
57 Great Plains
people
58 “Read my __!”
59 Spoken
60 Flag holder
61 Sesame bit
63 Chasing game

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Stella
Zawistowski

SUDOKU
By the Mepham Group

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit, 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit sudoku.org.uk.

Tribune Media
Services

For answers to the crossword and
Sudoku puzzles, see page A6.

and the city attorney en-
thusiastically signed off on
the legal settlement al-
most two years ago. And
when Pacific Airshow sues
some future city council
over breach, will any court
overlook that the first city
settlement check for
$1,999,000 has already
been cashed? And that
checks for $500,000 are
payable every January
until 2029? Or that the city
is consummating another
air show under the settle-
ment in a few weeks?

Don’t miss the HBTV
comedy show every other
Tuesday night. It’s a
scream. Literally.

Buzz McCord
Huntington Beach

When the Huntington
Beach council majority
and city attorney provide
residents with bad infor-
mation, it leads to poor
decisions. The council has
recently decided to priva-
tize the library, approving
a 21-member committee
— composed of individu-
als 18 years or older — to
determine which books
will be included. These
committee members will
have no required training
or qualifications, and their
decisions are non-appeal-
able. This is a clear exam-
ple of how bad informa-
tion results in bad deci-
sions.

Parents are ultimately
responsible for their chil-
dren’s upbringing, and no
one has a greater stake in
their future. It should be
parents — not an un-
trained and potentially
uneducated committee —
who decide which books
are appropriate for their
children. The H.B. council
itself reflects this problem,
with some members lack-
ing formal education.

We also know that pri-
vatizing the library will
only reduce the services
currently available. If
saving money was the true
goal, why did the council
and city attorney approve
a costly settlement with
CODE-4, the air show

operators, essentially
handing taxpayer money
to them? This decision is
as inappropriate as the
recent ethical concerns
surrounding a member of
the Orange County Board
of Supervisors passing
privileges to a family
member.

Andrew Einhorn
Huntington Beach

Make no mistake: Hunt-
ington Beach’s new “Par-
ent’s Right to Know” ordi-
nance is an attack on our
community. Whether it
was intentional or simply
the latest example of this
majority’s rank incompe-
tence, our community will
be further divided, and the
children of Huntington
Beach will now be less
safe because they have
fewer advocates working
on their behalf.

Every child benefits
from having a trusted
adult in their life. That
adult can be a parent, a
relative, a coach, a teacher,
a law enforcement officer
or sometimes just a
trusted neighbor. Often,
the identity of the adult
matters little to a child
seeking support.

Huntington Beach’s new
and intentionally vague
ordinance targets would-
be advocates for no other
reason than being willing
to help a child who cannot
find the acceptance, men-
toring and support they
seek from home. We used
to be a community that
stood together and sup-
ported children in need.
Parents, teachers, admin-
istrators, coaches and a
host of concerned adults
looked out not just for our
kids but also for any kid
struggling. While most
parents could meet their
child’s needs, sadly, this

wasn’t always the case.
Some adults simply wer-
en’t up to the rigors of
being a competent parent,
and this reality prompted
other adults — teachers,
relatives, friends, coaches
— to provide children with
the understanding, empa-
thy and guidance they
could not get at home.

With this ordinance,
H.B.’s council majority has
now mindlessly and need-
lessly narrowed a child’s
options for finding sup-
port from a trusted adult
in our community. Rather
than fostering a commu-
nity that supports and
collectively cares for chil-
dren in need, we now have
an ordinance that pro-
motes fear and targets the
well-meaning.

I hope your culture war
nonsense was worth it.

Steve Shepherd
Huntington Beach

The dangers of
e-bikes are being
ignored

Huntington Beach
should follow San Clem-
ente’s lead (San Clemente
moves to toughen up its
e-bike rules beyond
beachside bans, TimesOC,
Aug. 21).

E-bikes should not be
allowed on walking paths
of Central Park nor beach
paths. Children are riding
recklessly fast where
elderly and baby carriages
are. Children are clueless
to the rules of roads yet
riding motorized bikes on
the streets, often speeding
and doing wheelies.

Huntington Beach offi-
cials have their heads in
the sand.

Lynn Copeland
Huntington Beach

Continued from page A6
MAILBAG

HOW TO GET PUBLISHED
Send an email to erik.haugli@latimes.com and include
your full name, hometown and phone number (for
verification purposes) with your submission. All letters
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issues and events. The Daily Pilot reserves the right to
edit all accepted submissions for clarity, accuracy and
length.
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Brian
Regan

Your favorite
comedian’s

favorite comedian.”
Entertainment

Weekly

“
The funniest
stand-up
alive”
Vanity Fair

“

Brian Regan is a true performer whose material appeals
to a wide audience. His quick one-liners and everyday
observations make his act a great comedic experience
and one you won’t want to miss!
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Segerstrom Center Presents

rounded by guards to pro-
tect them from other
wards. Afterward, they all
joined the warden for a
steak and lobster dinner, a
rare treasured memory out
of almost four years of in-
carceration that Espinosa
would otherwise prefer to
forget.

He wound up handing
the trophy over to the war-
den for safekeeping be-
cause it was a potential
weapon. And Espinosa was
so excited about getting re-
leased about six months
later that he forgot to ask
for it.

Espinoza continued box-
ing for a few more years
and eventually moved on
to start a family and a
plumbing business. He
and the rest of the world
forgot all about the trophy
until coming across Reeve’s
photos almost three dec-
ades later.

“I was there for almost
four years, and that place
was hell,” Espinosa said. “It
was hell. What went
through my head was us
having dinner with all of
my family, my grandmoth-
er was there, my brothers
and sisters. We’re laughing
and talking and passing
around the trophy. I really
felt like I was home. I did
not feel like I was in prison
for that 20 or 30 minutes.”

SAVING UNTOLD
STORIES

YTS was shut down in
2010 following years of re-
ports of inhumane condi-
tions and oppressive treat-
ment in California’s youth
prisons. The closure came
14 years after the murder
of one of the counselors
working at the facility, In-
easie Baker.

Reeve had been driving
by YTS almost every day
for years on his commute
from Brea to Chino with-
out ever realizing the sig-
nificance of the aban-
doned building or his own
family’s connection to it.
After doing some research,
he discovered that his
grandfather had been a
temporary warden at the

youth prison, albeit only
for a few weeks.

He reached out to the
California Department of
Corrections and Rehabili-
tation and hounded them
for months. They eventu-
ally gave him permission
to go into the dilapidated
facility seven years ago to
document what was in-
side.

Reeve had to wear a haz-
mat suit and respirator as
he explored partially
flooded rooms or naviga-
ted past collapsing ceilings
and questionable stair-
cases. Wherever he went,
he encountered textbooks,
billy clubs, classroom

desks, handcuffs and more
evidence of the former De-
partment of Juvenile Jus-
tice’s complicated mission
to both incarcerate and ed-
ucate youth. Last summer,
the state shut down its last
two functioning youth
prisons and handed over
the task of locking up
young offenders to county
governments.

“My takeaway is that
you’re dealing with a
highly complicated situa-
tion,” Reeve said. “This
isn’t just good guys and
bad guys. It’s not as simple
as black and white.”

Former wards and staff
started reaching out to

Reeve not long after he be-
gan publishing his photos
online. The stories they
shared with him include
the account of a former
YTS prisoner who went on
to become a teacher at the
facility after his release.
Another documents the
experience of Dr. Ashley
Massimino, a psychologist
at the prison who recounts
masking her femininity
while donning literal and
figurative “armor” before
each shift at the youth
prison.

As of earlier this month,
Reeve had shared as many
as 18 accounts from people
with some sort of connec-
tion to YTS, all told in the
first person alongside im-
ages of the crumbling
building. Aside from light
editing for clarity, their
words remain unaltered
from their interviews with
him, leaving the listener to
make their own decisions
about each narrator’s trust-
worthiness.

“These stories have been
very much sealed,” Reeve
said. “Previous to this proj-
ect the only time you knew
what was going on inside
that institution was from a
newspaper reporter or
when the state would issue
a report ... none of those
would actually speak to the
people who were there be-

cause they didn’t have ac-
cess to talk to a ward who
had gone through a suicide
attempt.”

What began as an effort
to sate Reeve’s curiosity
wound up becoming both
an obsession and a calling
for him. People are still
reaching out to him re-
counting events that oth-
erwise might be forgotten,
and he aims to keep pub-
lishing interviews with
them for as long as he can.

Others, like Espinosa,
describe long-lost memen-
tos that may or may not be
hidden away at YTS. Reeve
plans on hunting down
these treasures, like a
plaque honoring a fallen
officer, and returning them
to their rightful owners.
He’s also interested in ex-
panding his mission by
gaining access to other
closed down prisons.

THE TROPHY
Espinosa’s trophy was

spotted in a room of the
administrative building,
but it didn’t stay there. It
wound up shuffling
through the shuttered
complex randomly as
maintenance crews made
their rounds. It took about
six months of back and
forth between Reeve, Espi-
nosa and the CDCR before
a worker who recalled han-
dling it managed to retrace
their steps and locate it.

Espinosa said little when
the trophy was returned to
him during a ceremony; he
was too flooded with emo-
tion to think clearly. And
after everything he had
done to earn and redis-
cover the memento, he
was afraid to even lay
hands on it.

“I was expecting the tro-
phy to be like paper or
something, and for it to
not be real,” he said.

But once it was placed
into his hands, he didn’t
want to let it go. It’s now
one of Espinosa’s most
prized possessions, and
he’s building a special case
for it so it’ll be one of the
first things people see
when they walk into his
home.

Continued from page A4
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David Reeve

A VIEW FROM the outside of Youth Training School, a former youth prison in Chino.

David Reeve

TONY “THE TIGER” Espinosa holds a boxing trophy he
won while incarcerated at Youth Training School in Chino
that he left behind after his release 30 years ago.

eric.licas@latimes.com
Twitter: @EricLicas

could count on a number
of familiar places to stable
them.

The Orange County Fair
and Event Center worked
with LART in the past to
safely house horses and
other large animals at the
fairgrounds’ equestrian
center. With the Airport
fire, fair officials coordi-
nated with the Orange
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment for large animal
evacuations and O.C. Ani-
mal Care for smaller ones.

As of Thursday morning,
92 horses were sheltered at
the site.

“We continue to be a re-
source for the community
as these emergencies prog-
ress and will do all that we
can to make sure animals
have safe shelter as long as
needed,” said Michele
Richards, OC Fair’s chief
executive. “The OC Fair &
Event Center is here to
serve and we have the re-
sources to help.”

According to Rhyl, 46
horses were safely stabled
at Serrano Creek Ranch on
Thursday morning.

“Because we’ve doing
this for so long, we have
personal relationships with
O.C. Animal Response
Team members,” said Rhyl,
who is also a member. “We
didn’t have any contact
with the Sheriff’s Depart-
ment or O.C. Animal Care.
It was our personal rela-
tionship with haulers.”

For all the successful an-
imal evacuations carried
out during the fire, the Or-
ange County Animal Re-
sponse Team remains
steadfast in getting an offi-
cial county program on
board by 2025.

“We need to have insur-
ance,” Friedrich said. “If
something happens to
somebody, if a trailer
crashes or a horse gets
hurt, we don’t want our
volunteers being sued. We
need an umbrella over us
that insures our volun-
teers.”

Continued from page A5
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