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TIMES EDITORIALS

Barry Goldwater for President

Throughout ‘the 84 years of its ex-
istence the Los Angeles Times has be-

YHeved that individual liberty, and the =

concept of private enterprise which
makes individual liberty a practical
philosophy, have best been served by
the Republican Party. '

The Times believes 10day, as it al-
ways has, that the principle of individu-
al liberty, restricted only by the ab-
solute needs of all the people, must

continue 1o be the
Individual paramocunt factor in
Libert y making decisions con-

: cerning this nation's
welfare. And The Times further be-
lieves that only by maintaining a strong
{wo-party system, a comparative bal-
ance between conservatism and liberal-
ism, can individual liberty be preserved.

This nation is faced with the pros-
pect of a cold war continuing long
into the future. The Times believes, as
it has contended in its editorials, that
the fate of western civilization depends
upon the internal vitality and- the ex-
ternal vigilance of the United States.

The Times agrees with Sen. Barry
Goldwater that this nation must
strengthen its free economy and the
free economies of its allies, and of the
non-aligned nations, for the competi-
tive struggle against a totalitarian
world empire, It must restore the vigor

‘and imagination of its own system of
free enterprise. It must rip off the
shackles of unwise legislation in the
fields of taxation, of never'-ending na-
tional deficits and profligate spend-
ing, of subsidized and useless agricul-
tural surpluses, of restrictive labor
codes and pointless bureaucratic regu-
lations that strangle production.

The Times believes that these objec-
tives can best be achieved through a
Republican victory in November.

We therefore strongly recommend
the election of the Republican Party's
candidate for President, Barry Gold-
water. .

i)uring this campaign, The Times
has discussed the major issues, and
has agreed and disagreed with both
candidates. We will continue to say

what we think about the candidates -

and issues during the remaining weeks
of the campaign.

in pledging its support to" Barry
Goldwater, The Times does not con-

tend that Lyndon Johnson has been a
bad President, or that if Mr. Johnson

" is elected this nation will have sealed

its fate in the continuing cold war.

Mr. Johnson must be given eredit for
pushing through Congress the first
major reduction in income taxes since
the beginning of the New Deal. He
must be given credit for constructive
leadership in settling crucial labor dis-
putes and for strong yet restrained ac-
tion at Guantanamo Bay, in Panama
and in the Gulf of Tonkin. He must be
given credit for insisting upon the pas-
sage of the ecivil rights law—a bill,
however, which obtained greater pro-
portional support by Republicans than
by Democrats.

But Mr. Johnson must also accept
a share in the blame for the tragic
series of disasters in South Vietnam,
for the generally indecisive policy to-
ward Communist Cuba, and for such
fuzzily conceived and politically in-~
spired programs as his war on poverty
and his Medicare proposal, a tax upon
every paycheck of every working man.
Nor can Mr. Johnson's achievements
wash away the suspicions of ethical
laxity in Washington that grew from
the Bobby Baker investigations.

The Times has vigorously disagreed
with Bairy Goldwater on the civil
rights law, on the nuclear test ban
agreement, and on the sale of Ameri-

can grain to Soviet Russia. The Times

most strongly disagreed with Sen. Gold-
water's original posi-
Essential tion, as we understood
his meaning, on the
Reforms control of smaller nu'-
clear weapons by NATO field com-
manders.

But the over-riding consideration for
supporting the candidacy of Sen. Gold-
water, in the opinion of The Times, is
that we believe that with the help of re-
sponsible Republicans and of responsi-
ble Democrats, he will attempi the re-
forms which we consider essential in
the fields of taxation, deficit spending,
agricultural and labor legislation. Lyn'-
don Johnson, we believe, is too much
the political prisoner of economic pres-
sure groups and big labor to attempt
doing that.

The Times believes Barry Goldwater
deserves the support and the votes of
all moderates and all conservatives of
both parties. ,
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