
O n May 26, in response to the
death of George Floyd while
in the custody of four Min-

neapolis police officers, protests
erupted in cities across America,
including Los Angeles. Many of
these events initially involved loot-
ing, as well as violence from both
protesters and reportedly members
of law enforcement.

But many locals weren’t expect-
ing these protests to pop up in Or-
ange County, which can feel like a
bubble. When they did, some were
scared. Business owners boarded
up their stores. But for the most
part, the O.C. protests have been
peaceful. Many are organized by
youth, and collectively, they’ve at-
tracted thousands who are angry
about police brutality toward black
lives and want police reform.
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KHALILMCLEOD, right, speaks into a
megaphone outside City Hall onWednesday.
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A protest nearly de-
scended into violence on
Monday night after a series
of tense standoffs between
police and protesters out-
side South Coast Plaza in
Costa Mesa.

Protesters originally met
at the corner of Bear Street
and Sunflower Avenue
across from South Coast
Plaza at about 8 p.m. to
demonstrate against rac-
ism and Minneapolis po-
lice officers’ involvement in
the May 25 death of George
Floyd, an unarmed black
man who was under arrest.

The protesters gathered
in defiance of a second
overnight curfew put in
place by city officials after
looting and rioting shook
neighboring Huntington
Beach and Santa Ana over
the weekend.

Protesters chanted,
“Hands up, don’t shoot!”
and held signs like “Help I
can’t Breathe” and “No one
is free until all of us are
free.”

The protest began peace-
fully, with many stating
they hoped for a protest
devoid of violence. Some
hoped to provoke solidarity
with police.

“It’s not us against cops,
it’s us against racists,” said
Adam Robinson, 21, of
Costa Mesa.

By 9 p.m., roughly 100
protesters had gathered
onsite, and the police pres-
ence had swelled. Officers
in riot gear waited in the
mall parking lot next to
floodlights about 100 yards
away from the crowd,
which soon moved across
the street and stood about
10 feet from the officers,
chanting and beckoning

them to “take a knee.”
Some in the crowd ar-

gued with others about that
moment of symbolism,
meant to unify the pro-
testers with the police. One
of the officers in charge
said he would possibly take
a knee or shake the hand of
one of the protesters if they
came to an agreement and
would disburse afterward.

One protester against the
symbolic moment yelled,
“Stop licking boots!” An-
other protester said, “Will it
bring George back?”

At one point, a man tried
to sneak past the police
line onto the mall parking
lot, but he was detained by
police. That was the night’s
only arrest.

Many who gathered to
protest said they believed
an original posting for the
event on social media was
meant to incite violence

and wasn’t posted in good
faith by protesters. Some
believed antagonists of the
movement had posted the
original event.

Rashaan Burns, 21, of
Costa Mesa, said the fact
that the original posting
scheduled the protest at
South Coast Plaza was con-
spicuous because it would
be an ideal area for looters.

But Burns and many of
the others who showed up
decided they would turn
what may have been a fake
event aimed at promoting
violence into a peaceful
protest.

“I just want peace,”
Burns said.

Burns, who tried to set
up the unifying moment
with police, said he was
disappointed that the
group could not come to a
consensus. He was hoping
for a symbolic moment be-

tween the police and pro-
testers.

“Moments like those in-
spire other cops to step for-
ward and be better,” he
said.

The protesters eventually
disengaged from the stand-
off at the corner of South
Coast Drive and walked
down to the usually busy
intersection of Bristol
Street and Sunflower,
where there was another
standoff with police.

Then the group walked
toward Alton Parkway and
Bristol and there was an-
other momentary standoff.
After a few tense moments,
they headed back.

By 11 p.m., there were
about 60 people at the cor-
ner of Sunflower and Bris-
tol.

A police helicopter cir-
cled and flashed its lights
as police closed in and

wouldn’t let the protesters
leave the area for a period.
While the helicopter told
protesters to return to their
cars, some officers wouldn’t
let protesters back to their
vehicles. As one protester
walked back to where he
said his vehicle was, an of-
ficer pointed a rubber bul-
let gun at him as he was or-
dered to turn around.

The protest dissipated at
11:30 pm.

“We are thankful for the
peaceful demonstration
that occurred last night in
our city and the support we
had from the community,
city and local law enforce-
ment agencies,” said Costa
Mesa Police Department
Chief Bryan Glass, who had
the Santa Ana Police De-
partment and the Orange
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment as backup.

The police department

said the curfew has been
“suspended while CMPD
monitors for any potential
activity.”

Costa Mesa Mayor
Katrina Foley said on Tues-
day that she was pleased
with how the city’s police
department handled dem-
onstrators, far calmer and
fewer in number than what
officials had anticipated af-
ter hearing social media
posts that referred to riots
and looting.

She described the scene,
which she observed re-
motely, as nonviolent and
respectful.

“Everyone was prepared,
and we did a good job,” Fo-
ley said. “Law enforcement
personally exercised re-
straint and let people who
wanted to protest do so
peacefully and respectfully.
There was a strong effort to
deter any agitators.”

City Manager Lori Ann
Farrell Harrison declared a
local state of emergency
when calling for the cur-
fews on Sunday and Mon-
day. An announcement on
the city’s website says the
curfew was suspended at
5:30 a.m. Tuesday.

“There are still ongoing
events happening through-
out the county this week,
so we’re going to stay at the
ready and continue to have
dialogue with the commu-
nity groups who really care
about social justice issues,”
Foley said.

Costa Mesa had planned
to conduct unconscious bi-
as training for police offi-
cers and City Hall employ-
ees earlier this year, as part
of a routine training, but
the program was post-
poned due to the co-
ronavirus pandemic.

COSTA MESA

PROTESTERS DEFY CURFEW ONMONDAY, MEET
POLICE PRESENCE OUTSIDE SOUTH COAST PLAZA
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A SERIES of standoffs between protesters and police took place at a rally at South Coast Plaza in Costa Mesa Monday night.

BY BEN BRAZIL
AND SARA CARDINE

Twitter: @TimesOCofficial

Despite fears of rioting and violence, thousands of pro-
testers marched largely peacefully through Anaheim Mon-
day evening to protest the death of George Floyd.

Protesters gathered on the edge of La Palma Park at
4 p.m. and listened to community leaders of all ages as
they demanded justice for Floyd and all those who have
been unjustly killed by police.

“There’s a lot of people hoping you will lose your sanity,”
said one speaker, promoting a peaceful march. “We are
here to prove them wrong.”

At one point, protesters all knelt and raised their fists in
solidarity.

Shea Quarles, 22, of Fullerton said she was physically
sick when she watched the video of Floyd’s death. But, she
said, the protest should be peaceful.

“We can’t fight hatred with hatred,” Quarles said.
Protesters held signs that read, “Good cops that don’t

turn in bad cops are not good cops” and “Black is not a
crime.” They chanted, '[Expletive] Donald Trump.’ ”

As protesters marched toward City Hall through the
street, supporters followed closely behind, blasting music
from their cars. Others shouted support from their
porches. “Black Lives Matter” signs were in the window
sills of many homes.

“When people get slain, people will take to the streets,”
said Nick Las, 25.

Las, who’s black, said Floyd’s death hit close to home.
“It could have been me, my little brother, my father …”

he said.
Las said he wants to be a police officer. He said he hopes

to be a part of the systemic change that needs to happen in
law enforcement.

Police maintained a heavy presence throughout the
event, and some tension developed when protesters hit a
police roadblock at Broadway and Harbor Boulevard.

Protesters chanted as they walked, and some periodi-
cally set off fireworks.

Jocelyn Cunningham, 28, of Anaheim said the march
was the first one she’s ever taken part in. Cunningham said
she was disgusted by the video of Floyd’s death. She took
part in the march to show that the culture of law enforce-
ment needs to change.

“This is my city,” Cunningham said. “We need to move
forward in serving justice when people are killed by po-
lice.”

The protesters gathered at the foot of City Hall and lis-
tened to impassioned speakers as police stood in a line
across the street in riot gear.

Protesters peacefully returned to the park, and many
continued marching.

Juan Hernandez, 31, co-owner of Anchor Muffler stood
outside of his business as protesters walked by. He was
grateful that the protest didn’t turn into a riot.

“We want justice too, but we have to protect our busi-
ness,” Hernandez said.

Anaheim declared an unlawful assembly shortly after
7 p.m. as some protesters splintered off into smaller
groups and began throwing fireworks at police. The city
had issued a curfew of 6 p.m. earlier in the afternoon.

About 20 people were arrested by the end of the night,
including a group that attempted to loot a store, according
to Anaheim police.

ANAHEIM

Despite fears,
protesters
are mostly
peaceful
BY BEN BRAZIL

benjamin.brazil@latimes.com
Twitter: @_benbrazil
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PEACEFUL DEMONSTRATORS take a knee at Harbor Boulevard and Broadway at Monday’s protest in Anaheim.

OFFICERS STAND their ground as peaceful protesters
block the intersection at Harbor Boulevard and Broadway.

DEMONSTRATORS HOLD signs while marching down
Harbor Boulevard during the protest for George Floyd.

A NEIGHBORwatches protesters march by on Harbor
Boulevard during the protest for George Floyd in Anaheim.

THEMARCH DOWN Harbor Boulevard during Monday’s
protest in Anaheim includes a young man riding a bicycle.
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Last August, local high
school students came to-
gether to form the nonprof-
it organization Meep
Shows, an acronym for
“More Empowering Events
Please.”

The group of 12 is com-
posed of youth from Gar-
den Grove to Irvine to Long
Beach. As people of color
and those who identify as
LGBTQ, they bonded over
the racism and homopho-
bia they encountered grow-
ing up in Orange County.

In November, they
hosted their first event, an
Abolish ICE music festival,
and raised $4,000 for Bor-
der Kindness, a humanitar-
ian aid organization that
helps asylum seekers and
refugees.

Less than a year later, in
the aftermath of the unjust
death of George Floyd at
the hand of Minneapolis
police, they hosted a pro-
test in Santa Ana on Sunday
that attracted hundreds,
and a second one in Gar-
den Grove on Wednesday
that the Garden Grove Po-
lice Department estimates
attracted between 3,000
and 4,000 people.

“There was so much mis-
information going around,”
said Meep’s Nicole Nguyen,
referring to the rumors pri-
or to the event that the pro-
tests were being planned by
a terrorist organization.

Nguyen will graduate

from Garden Grove High
School next week. So will
Heavyn Agu, her classmate
who is the president of the
school’s Black Student
Union, that Meep asked to
help lead Wednesday’s
march.

They’re local teenagers
who understand that Gar-
den Grove, the fifth-largest
city in O.C., is diverse (40%
white, 40% Asian, 39% Lat-
ino and 1% black) and po-
litically divided (approxi-
mately 37% registered
Democrats and 30% Re-
publicans). As protests
spread across then nation,
they still saw “Blue Lives
Matters” banners, counter-
ing the Black Lives Matter
movement, hanging on
buildings around their city.

They learned from the
Santa Ana protest, Nguyen
explained, where there

were clashes with police
before curfew approached,
so they moved their original
4 p.m. start time to
3:30 p.m. and put out a no-
tice on social media en-
couraging protesters to
leave by 5:30 p.m. to avoid
the 6 p.m. curfew.

As the protest began, Agu
told the crowd that if any-
one had plans to bring vi-
olence or loot local busi-
nesses, they should leave.

“That is not our mes-
sage,” she said. “That’s not
the way that we’re trying to
get our point across.”

Lt. Carl Whitney of the
Garden Grove Police De-
partment confirmed there
were no arrests or injuries
reported and explained that
the call for the crowd to dis-
perse as the curfew ap-
proached was because cars
were getting stuck at inter-

sections. He said the organ-
izers did a good job with
their peaceful protest, and
he appreciated that they
cleaned up all the trash af-
ter the protest was over.

The Garden Grove Black
Lives Matter protest began
at the Village Green Park in
front of the iconic “Tower
on the Green” clock tower.
Agu practiced the chants
with the crowd, before pro-
testers did a 4-mile loop
down Euclid Street, Garden
Grove Boulevard, Brook-
hurst Street and Chapman
Avenue.

Yogi Mapaderun is a Ni-
gerian American from New
York, who moved to Garden
Grove about a year ago to
be closer to his family.

“I’ll never forget when I
got arrested at 9 years old in
front of my mom’s because
I had a toy gun in my

pocket,” he said. “No [ex-
pletive]. So I’m here for
George Floyd, because of
what they did to him. It’s
[expletive]-ed up, man.
How’re you gonna let that
man die right in front of
your face? Y’all didn’t hear
that man scream more than
seven times? ‘I can’t
breathe.’ ”

Mapaderun’s stepbrother
Mehr Khaliq, who is half
black, is from Garden
Grove.

“Growing up here, it’s
been a lot of subtle things
from everywhere around
me,” said Khaliq, who is
studying at Cal State Fuller-
ton.

“Most people are still
subconsciously racist. They
have things in the back of
their mind, where, like,
they’ll follow you around a
store. There’s just certain

small things that they do
and how they react.”

This is his second pro-
test. He went to the Ana-
heim protest on Monday.

“You see name after
name after name [of black
people killed by police] ev-
ery week and sometimes
you just get numb to it,” he
said. “But this was just so
in-my-face, and it felt like it
was everyone who was in-
volved, not just Black Lives
Matter [activists] … It’s not
‘All lives matter’ until black
lives matter. When people
say ‘All lives matter,’ it’s dis-
respectful.”

It was Bernnuel Diaz’s his
fourth protest this week, af-
ter attending others in Los
Angeles, Santa Ana and An-
aheim.

Diaz grew up in Santa
Ana and lives in Westmin-
ster, and he came with his
friend Tecuani Tlalli from
Anaheim to represent the
O.C. chapter of the National
Brown Berets.

The group, started in the
1960s, was formed to pro-
test against social injustice
against the Chicano com-
munity.

“I’m here to stand in soli-
darity with my African
brothers and sisters against
police brutality,” Diaz said.

Catherine Ji, an elemen-
tary school teacher from
Irvine, dropped off her
teenage daughter with her
mother, who lives in Gar-

GARDEN GROVE
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BLACK LIVESMATTER supporters gather at Village Green Park in Garden Grove . The Police Department estimates the Wednesday march attracted between 3,000 and 4,000 people.

March organized by teens draws thousands

PROTESTERS KNEEL in front of Westminster police
officers in an intersection at the Garden Grove Civic Center.

PROTESTERS SHOW their support for Black Lives Matter
as they cruise south along Euclid Street in Garden Grove.
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As she stood in front of
hundreds of protesters at
the foot of the Irvine Civic
Center on Wednesday eve-
ning, Cessa Heard-Johnson
raised the bullhorn to her
lips and urged the crowd to
play a role in the national
movement to reform the
country’s justice system.

“Don’t look for somebody
to do something, you do
something,” she said.

One by one, black com-
munity members took
turns sharing their stories,
each revealing pain, trauma
and injustice.

The hundreds of pro-
testers cheered in unison,
chanted together and some

cried together.
Many of the protesters

who attended the demon-
stration against the death of
George Floyd were in awe
that a protest like this could
happen in conservative
Irvine. Less than 2% of the
city’s population is black
and the city’s sheltered na-
ture is commonly referred
to as the “Irvine Bubble.”

Moneka Broughton, who
went to Irvine High School,
said a protest like this
would never have hap-
pened in Irvine when she
was in school in the
mid-2000s.

“I haven’t seen anything
like this in my 32 years,”
Broughton said of the na-
tional movement.

The protest was organ-
ized by Ava Hojreh, 19, Ida
Nariman, 18, and Alizah
Gomez, 18. The three wom-
en used an Instagram ac-
count, @ocforblacklives, to
spread the word about the
protest.

The women organized
the demonstration in Irvine
to breach the bubble and
educate communities that
don’t often have to reckon
with injustice. They chose
to have a sit-in with speak-
ers to keep the event peace-
ful.

Irvine police confirmed
that there were no arrests at
the protest. Unlike other
cities, Irvine did not set a
curfew.

“We wanted to have a

productive and educational
event,” Hojreh said.

The police presence was
fairly minimal compared to
protests in Anaheim, Costa
Mesa, Huntington Beach
and Santa Ana earlier in the
week.

Police were blocking the
Civic Center parking lot
and weren’t near protesters.

Broughton said she heard
constant racist comments
while going to school in
Irvine.

“We had to take it,” she
said. “They thought it was
funny.”

Floyd’s death and other
police killings of black citi-
zens is very personal for
Broughton, whose cousin
was killed by a police offi-
cer.

She said the voice of the
people is growing, and
areas like Irvine that are
usually shielded from social
controversy are starting to
play a role in a decades-
long social movement to re-
form unjust law enforce-
ment practices.

“It’s not easy to ignore it
now,” she said. “When it’s
across the street from your
house, you start listening.”

The floor was opened up
to any black person at the

protest.
Ty Bailey said his first re-

action when he watched
the video of Floyd’s killing
was, “Not again.”

Patrick George Frierson
told the crowd to not jump
on the movement tempo-
rarily.

“Be a part of the change,”
he said.

This was one of several
protests that have been
held outside Irvine City Hall
this week. Irvine Mayor
Christina Shea has been
commenting about the pro-
tests for several days on her
Facebook page, at times
criticizing protesters and
also showing support for
the city’s Police Depart-
ment.

Shea posted a comment
Thursday morning, which
has since been deleted, to
her Facebook page about
the Wednesday protest. She
included a response to
those calling for a reduction
in police spending.

“I will continue to sup-
port our law enforcement
in Irvine with the top dol-
lars we expend to keep us
safe,” Shea said.

“I won’t be diminishing
their budget. If that isn’t
your interest, perhaps living

in another community that
hosts different values, a less
safe environment would
best suit your lifestyle.

“We are a diverse com-
munity with over 150 lan-
guages and my goal is to
continue the course ... keep
us safe and show the toler-
ance, protection and love
our residents deserve. ...
what my goals are and my
values is a political agenda
that is transparent and your
right.”

A few days prior, Shea re-
ferred to Floyd’s death as
“senseless,” but said, “I also
want and need to say, I will
not allow my city to be-
come a location for an ex-
pression of anger and hate
against my residents and
my stellar police force, who
I stand behind 100%.”

Shea also said, “I have in-
structed my chief to take
whatever measures are ap-
propriate to ensure a safe
demonstration.”

The Irvine Police Depart-
ment thanked the pro-
testers on its Twitter ac-
count for “peacefully ex-
pressing” their views at the
demonstration.

IRVINE

Photo by
Ben Brazil

HUNDREDS
attend a protest
for the death
of George Floyd
outside Irvine
City Hall on
Wednesday.

‘I haven’t seen anything
like this in my 32 years’
BY BEN BRAZIL

benjamin.brazil@latimes.com
Twitter: @_benbrazil



WWW.TIMESOC.COM TIMESOC SUNDAY, JUNE 7, 2020 R5

Biola Macaulay, 26, said
she teared up a little bit
when she walked up to
Tuesday’s Yorba Linda pro-
test against the death of
George Floyd in Minneapo-
lis, which started on Main
Street and ended around
the fountain of the pristine
Yorba Linda Town Center,
which just opened last year.

The protest started at
4 p.m. with about 500 peo-
ple lining the corner of
Main Street and Imperial
Highway, but a couple of
hundred protesters were
still gathered around the
fountain a couple of hours
later. It was a multi-
generational and multicul-
tural crowd.

After moments of silence,
chanting and taking knees,
the organizers allowed any-
one who wanted to speak to
take their turn at the micro-
phone.

“I was pleasantly sur-
prised to see how many
people showed up today,”
said Macaulay, who is a law-
yer. “I grew up in Yorba
Linda, and I honestly did
not think that this many
people cared about black
people or us dying. Which is
really sad to say, but that has
honestly been my experi-
ence growing up here.”

At that moment, a truck
with two Trump banners
circled the plaza to taunt
the protesters, who threw
up their middle fingers and
screamed “Go the [ex-
pletive] home” and “Get out
of your [expletive] car, you
coward.”

“People like that is what
I’ve grown up with,” said
Macaulay, gesturing at the
men driving by. “That’s why
I didn’t expect to see this.”

A 2018 Sacramento Bee
study rated Yorba Linda as
the most conservative large
city in California, based on

the number of voters regis-
tered with conservative
parties. It’s the home of
Richard Nixon and his pres-
idential library. The popula-
tion is about 60% white and
1.3% African American.

The day before, Caleigh
Cobb, 21, who is white and
was born and raised in
Yorba Linda, heard there
were six people protesting
on Yorba Linda’s Main
Street. Cobb, who just grad-
uated from Arizona State
University, thought, “We
can do better than that.”

She and her friend, Malia
Green, who is black and Lat-
ina and from Placentia, or-
ganized it together. They are
graduates of El Dorado High
School, so they spread the
word through their friends
and on social media.

She said she would have
been happy with 50 pro-
testers. She was floored by
the turnout.

It wasn’t the typical place
for a protest. The backdrop
included stores like Club Pi-
lates, Lash Lounge and
Clean Juice. As one pro-
tester listed the names of
the black men who have
died from police brutality, a
Michael Bublé song hap-
pened to play over the pla-

za’s speakers.
Business owners on Main

Street kept watch in front of
their stores in case there
was any trouble. Several
helicopters circled the area,
and the police patrolled, but
the O.C. Sheriff’s office con-
firmed on Wednesday that
although there was verbal
sparring with a few counter-
protesters, there were no ar-
rests or injuries reported.

“It’s a privilege for us to be
able to have a peaceful pro-
test here,” Cobb said.

She arrived early to try
and assure business owners
of their good intentions. She
was in contact with the
Sheriff’s office and Mayor
Tara Campbell.

“I really just wanted to let
people speak,” she said.
“This is a very rich, major-
ity-white community, and
it’s easy to live in a bubble. I
wanted to give a voice to
people of color in the area to
share their experiences and
say, ‘This happened here.
This isn’t something that
happened somewhere else.
This happened to me here.’
”

Bobby Srivastav of Yorba
Linda was moved by a black
mother who spoke about
how scared she is for her

children.
He, like many in the

crowd, was surprised to
hear there would be a pro-
test in Yorba Linda.

He saw the crowd while
driving home from work
and wanted to bring his son
and niece.

Srivastav is the fourth-
generation owner of Bob-
by’s English Tack, a provider
of bridles and halters for
equestrians that was started
in 1880 by his great-grand-
father in India. His great-
grandfather was the official
supplier for the horses for
the British government
when it held rule over India,
he explained, and now the
family business is based in
Brea.

He came to the U.S. from
India when he was 3 and
moved to Brea when he was
in fifth grade. He said he
faced racism growing up in
the area.

“It’s gotten a lot better,”
he said, “but what hap-
pened to George Floyd is
unbelievably sickening, and
this needs to change … It’s
what you teach your kids at
the end of the day. If people
are going to teach hate, the
kids are going to learn hate
until they figure it out for

themselves or sometimes
they don’t figure it out at all.

“And I think in this day
and time, it’s more fear,” he
continued. “People are
more afraid, that’s why they
hate because they can’t
understand and have an
open mind.”

Gisela and Arin Kelman,
from Yorba Linda, brought
their young daughters, who
sat on top of their shoul-
ders, holding signs. They
had made four of them:
“Black Lives Matter,” “Si-
lence is Violence,” “Police
the police” and “Racism is
the Real Pandemic.”

Gisela Kelman hoped for
a peaceful protest.

“I went with my mother
instinct and thought, we
will go and see how it is, do
what we need to do, support
the cause, and if we don’t
think it’s safe enough, then
we will go back home,” she
said.

She was happy to see that
it was a safe space, with
other children in attend-
ance.

“They need to see it,”
Gisela Kelman said, refer-
ring to her children. “Be-
cause they need to take it to
school with them and they
need to take it to the park
with them.”

“It’s to set an example for
them that everyone should
be treated equally,” said
Arin Kelman. “In the United
States of America, we have
the expression ‘peace and
justice for all,’ and there isn’t
justice for all … It’s impor-
tant for them to realize that
and for them to carry for-
ward the message that ev-
eryone should be treated
equally.”

While others were pro-
testing, Placentia resident
Jay Kim-Turner walked
around handing people
masks.

He just finished his first
year at UC Berkeley but was

home early because of
COVID-19. In April, he and
seven of his friends, many of
them from Valencia High
School, started a Go-
FundMe called Masked He-
roes Initiative, where
they’ve raised $1,355 so far
in order to buy masks to do-
nate to local hospitals.

Since the protests started
last weekend, he’s been
bringing the masks to hand
out at protests.

“Since George Floyd hap-
pened, social distancing has
gone out the window,” he
said. “While it’s everyone’s
right to protest, and I think
it’s necessary to demand
justice, at the same time, we
can’t forget that coronavirus
still exists. We need to still
stay focused, so I’m just try-
ing to make sure I do my
part to make sure everyone
protests just a little bit
safer.”

Kim-Turner’s adopted fa-
ther is African American,
and he has a family member
that he feels was given a se-
vere jail sentence that did
not fit the crime.

He said he was also sur-
prised that there was a pro-
test in Yorba Linda, but he
thinks that “this is more
than just politics. This is
about decent humane treat-
ment.”

Macaulay and her friends
decided to leave when they
saw the cars with Trump
banners driving by. They
didn’t want to risk being
around just in case things
got tense.

But before she left, she
said, “Seeing this many peo-
ple out here of all colors is
really inspiring. There’s ob-
viously a lot that needs to be
done, but the fact that peo-
ple are willing to show up, I
think is really telling and
very beautiful.”

YORBA LINDA

‘More than just politics, it's about decent humane treatment’

Ada Tseng

AFTERMARCHING fromYorbaLinda’sMainStreet, protestersgather around the fountain in the
YorbaLindaTownCenter to share stories about their experiencesaspeopleof color in their city.
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After recently protesting in
Washington D.C., Nicole Oveisi
couldn’t find any local demon-
strations when she came home to
Laguna Niguel. She planned on
making a sign in support of the
Black Lives Matter movement and
taking to the suburbs anyway.

“O.C. is kind of a bubble,” said
Oveisi, an Iranian American stu-
dent pursuing a graduate degree
at Georgetown University. “I don’t
want people in southern Orange
County to think that this stuff
doesn’t affect them. It does and
that’s what we’re here to show. We
all have to stand up for this.”

Her friend, who gave only her
first name, Sydney, said she
couldn’t let her go alone.

Since Monday, the two 26-year-
olds have stood on the corner of
Greenfield Drive and Crown Val-
ley Parkway — a busy intersection
bringing in Ralph’s grocery shop-
pers and long drive-through lines
at Chick-fil-A. Little by little, the
sounds of supportive car horns
drew out a handful of nearby resi-
dents to join them.

By Wednesday afternoon, the
peaceful Laguna Niguel demon-
stration peaked at about 50 peo-
ple, from toddlers to 74-year-olds.

The death of George Floyd in
Minneapolis, a black man who
died in handcuffs after being suf-
focated under the knee of a white
police officer, moved residents to
protest. Demonstrations calling
for an end to police brutality
against black people started
brewing in north Orange County
over the weekend and trickled
down to the county’s south sub-
urbs — some of which rank as the
state’s most conservative areas.

Oveisi posted a video on Twitter
of a man in a white BMW yelling
racist obscenities at them, while a
Trump-supporting flag poked
through the sunroof on Monday.
Later, he was identified as a well-
known resident, nicknamed Rac-
ist Randy by protesters.

“He was exposed for being a
white supremacist and people are
upset,” Sydney said. “Now, they’re
coming down and supporting us
and saying that they’ve seen the
video everywhere.”

There was another driver in a
Mercedes-Benz who threatened
to beat protesters on Wednesday,
but Sydney said people have been
more reluctant to yell profanities
since the group grew larger.

There were plenty of people
who rolled their windows down to
express their appreciation. Driv-
ers wiped tears, blew kisses,
honked horns and raised their

fists in support.
Thirteen-year-old Aydan Ngu-

yen held a sign that read, “Silence
is complicity.” His parents said
they brought him and his 15-year-
old brother to the protest as a
teaching moment.

“I wanted to show my kids the
value of protesting peacefully and
that we don’t live in such a great
neighborhood,” said Aydan’s dad.
“There are a lot of racist people
here but they didn’t show them-
selves as much as now. They feel
empowered.”

Meyah Riggins, 22, ended her
shift at a nearby Starbucks to stop
by the demonstration for the sec-
ond day in a row. She hopes peo-
ple who usually wouldn’t think
twice about George Floyd see the
demonstration and educate
themselves about racial injustices.

“I’ve been looking for smaller
protests and just to add a little bit
of color to the sidewalk and incite
other people to make moves,”
Riggins said.

Organizers plan on demon-
strating at the same location
throughout the week.

On the same day, another La-
guna Niguel protest took place in
Bear Brand Park with protesters
demanding police reform.

Almost 6 miles south, hundreds
took the streets of San Juan Capi-
strano to march. Activists gath-
ered in Historic Town Center Park
and took turns on the megaphone
during the last segment of the
protest.

“If you really want to change
your status, your situation, your
world — Nov. 2 is right around the
corner,” said a local elementary
school teacher to the crowd. “If
you want change, this is the be-
ginning not the end. A vote is go-
ing to be more powerful than any
bullet.”

One of the demonstrators,
Dwight Williams Jr., encouraged
the crowd to speak up.

“Understand what we are fight-
ing for right now — we have a lot
of people watching and this is not
a time to be silent,” he said.

Another speaker urged the
crowd to “bring the same energy
you have here home. If your par-
ents say some racist [comments],
you have to call them out on it.”

The protest was organized by a
small group of young residents.
Keyby Lopez, 22, and his cousin
Angeles Loya, 34, planned the
protest on Tuesday.

“It was very last-minute, and
we are so happy with the turn-
out,” Lopez said. “It goes to show
when [expletive] goes down we
have each others’ back.”

Loya described San Juan as a
gentrified area dealing with police
brutality that goes unreported.

“It’s very conflicting because
you have this small town in the
middle of a bunch of rich cities,”
Loya said. “You have so much
gentrification, but then you have
this little barrio and the only rea-
son people are surviving is be-
cause they got 20 people to a
house.”

Some businesses boarded up
windows, and there was a heavy
presence of law enforcement of-
ficers. The O.C. Sheriff’s office
said Thursday morning that
there were no arrests or injuries
reported in both Laguna Niguel
and San Juan Capistrano pro-
tests.

Before the crowd dispersed
around 7 p.m., they played music
and stragglers talked about what
protests they planned on attend-
ing throughout the week.

LAGUNA NIGUEL

Photo by Vera Castaneda

MEYAH RIGGINS holds a poster reading “Black Lives Matter” at
a Laguna Niguel protest calling for an end to police violence.

Raul Roa | Staff Photographer

PROTESTERS ARRIVE at Greenfield Avenue and Crown Valley
Parkway in Laguna Niguel to support Black Lives Matter on Wednesday.

Raul Roa | Staff Photographer

SOPHIE RUDOLPH, 18 of Mission Viejo, center crossing the street, offers
her support at the Laguna Niguel protest on Wednesday.

Protests grow to include
south Orange County
BYVERA CASTANEDA

Raul Roa | Staff Photographer

AWOMAN in a car stopped at the light first cheered, then took photos
with her cellphone before becoming emotional when she saw protesters
at the corner of Greenfield Avenue and Crown Valley Parkway supporting
the Black Lives Matter movement in Laguna Niguel on Wednesday.

vera.castenada@latimes.com
Twitter: @vera_fyd
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den Grove and is recover-
ing from hip surgery, be-
fore coming to the protest.
She previously went to the
one in San Clemente over
the weekend.

She took a break from
the walking to stand on
the side and chant “Say his
name,” as the crowd re-
sponded “George Floyd.”

“I am so sick and tired of
seeing on social media the
brutality and the violent
deaths that take place
against the black commu-
nity,” she said. “I’m tired of
the systematic and intrin-
sic oppression and in-
equality. I want this to
stop, and I’m so glad to see
the young people out
there.”

Everyone out there at
the protest in the midst of
a pandemic is putting
themselves at risk, she
said.

“But this issue is too
critical and important to
the future of America that
we can’t be locked up in
our

“Complacency is not ac-
ceptable anymore. We
have to actively and will-
fully change the system.”

She carried a sign that
said “Korean Americans
for Black Lives.”

“As a Korean American, I
wanted to be out here, be-
cause historically, there
has been misguided ani-
mus between our commu-
nities,” she said, referring
to the tensions between
the Korean American and
black communities during
the 1992 L.A. riots.

As the protesters walked
nearby Garden Grove’s

Koreatown, she pointed
out that many of the elders
that run the local mom-
and-pop shops there lost
their businesses during
the riots and moved to Or-
ange County afterward.

Bryan S. Kim remem-
bered the hamburger shop
his father owned during
the time of the riots. He
said he’s proud his father’s
black and Latino neigh-
bors helped him protect
his restaurant so it wasn’t
physically destroyed. Yet,
the store never financially
recovered.

Kim is a pastor who co-
founded the Ekko Church
in Fullerton, and he came
to the protest with his fel-
low pastors and church
members carrying signs
that said “Asian American
Pastors for Black Lives.”

“The history of the
churches in America is
that they have often been
too silent, especially dur-
ing the Civil Rights era,”
Kim said.

“A lot of churches and a
lot of Christians kept their
mouths shut … But we’re a
new generation of Chris-
tians, and we’re saying the
Lord is out here. We be-
lieve Jesus would have
been out here. And also as
Asians, we have often been
too silent. So we want to
make sure the black com-
munity understands that
we stand with our brothers
and sisters.”

He said it was encourag-
ing to see so many people
out, but at the same time,
he felt embarrassed as an
American that these inci-
dents of police brutality
against the black commu-
nity keep happening.

“We’re praying,” he said.
“And we believe protest is

a form of prayer.”
When the crowd re-

turned to the clock tower,
the organizers asked ev-
eryone to get down on the
ground for a moment of
silence lasting 8 minutes
and 46 seconds, the
amount of time that Derek
Chauvin had his knee on
George Floyd’s neck before
he died.

Many lied down flat on
their stomachs, with their
hands behind them as if
handcuffed.

And about half an hour
after curfew, the crowd
had dispersed peacefully.

The morning after, Agu
felt sore from walking and
her throat hurt from
screaming into the mega-
phone during the protest.
But she was happy.

Nguyen said she’s get-
ting requests from other
organizations that felt they
set a good example for a
peaceful protest and want
to learn from Meep.

She said it was impor-
tant people know that
while it’s great to come out
for a protest, it’s even more
important to translate that
energy into direct action,
whether it involves voting
locally, signing petitions,
donating or attending city
council meetings.

“Change is not going to
happen overnight,” Agu
said, pointing to a quote
she saw online: “Black
lives matter even when it’s
not a trend.”

“I hope everyone con-
tinues for days and
months and years to come
to spread awareness and
fight for change.”

Continued from page R4
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Medical school graduates
are preparing to take their
place on the front lines in
the battle against
COVID-19.

Richelle Roelandt Lu
Homo, who recently gradu-
ated from the UC Irvine
School of Medicine, said
she is ready to begin work-
ing in a hospital despite
anxieties posed by the pan-
demic.

“We are entering the
world of medicine with
greater responsibility,” Lu
Homo said. “That increased
level of responsibility is
scary but exciting because
it means we are doing
something right.”

Andrew Bailey, one of the
24 graduates from Van-
guard University’s nursing
pre-licensure program, said
many of his fellow students
are nervous about their
schooling coming to an
end.

“It’s totally unprecedent-
ed being in nursing school
and graduating, and a glob-
al pandemic hits,” Bailey
said. “Within our group,
people are having anxiety
just in the finality. We are
such a tight-knit group.”

These medical and nurs-
ing students are also gradu-
ating amid mass social up-
heaval. Protests have been
held around the country in
response to the killing of
George Floyd by police offi-
cer Derek Chauvin.

Lu Homo said that doc-

tors need to be aware of the
racial and social disparities
in the healthcare system.

“It’s not just about the
pandemic, you are graduat-
ing during a period of un-
rest where many innocent
black lives have been lost,”
Lu Homo said. “Graduating
medical school and earning
this degree at this time
means we are in a place of
privilege.

“This particular degree
on the one hand is hard-
earned — 20 years of edu-
cation — but also a means
to an end for a purpose,
and that purpose is we have
this duty to be able to rec-
ognize that there are ineq-
uities in our healthcare sys-
tem.”

But these early-career

healthcare workers are
needed now more than
ever.

“I am a Christian and I
believe God has placed a
calling in my life to become
a nurse,” Bailey said. “So
right now I believe there is
more of a need for myself
and people like me than
any time that we have ex-
perienced in our recent his-
tory.

“I am excited for the
challenge. I know Vanguard
has prepared me to be a
novice nurse in the hospi-
tal, and I trust the organiza-
tions I work for will be do-
ing the best they can to
protect the employees.”

Local medical and nursing school
graduates prepare to enter the
front lines during the pandemic

Raul Roa | Staff Photographer

A VEHICLE is decorated for the UC Irvine School of
Medicine’s first ever drive-through commencement
ceremony for the class of 2020 at the school on Saturday.
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A group of local busi-
nesses and organizations
hitched their latest census
efforts onto the caravan
bandwagon on May 29.

Before a wave of protests
took over city streets, a pa-
rade of school buses, cars
and vans decorated with
banners and balloons
slowly drove through Santa
Ana for nearly three hours
to the tunes of reggaeton,
cumbias and Selena clas-
sics. Santa Ana Unified, Al-
taMed Senior Care, the O.C.
Food Bank and Suavecito
Apparel were just a few of
the participants.

Saul Viramontes, Or-
ange County’s head of
Census 2020 special proj-
ects, and his team pivoted
to phone banking and dig-
ital outreach once
COVID-19 hit.

“After a month or so, we
were thinking ‘There’s only
so much social media out-
reach we can do,’ ” Vira-
montes said. “There’s only
so much digital outreach
we can do. There’s only so
much phone banking that
we can do. What else is out
there? That’s kind of where
the caravan came from.”

He pointed out certain
areas have low broadband
connectivity and even the
biggest investment in so-
cial media and digital ad-
vertising wouldn’t matter
for those households.

With events and door-
to-door canvassing out of
the question, they decided
to try something new in an
effort to reach the hardest-

to count areas like Santa
Ana.

As of this week, 61.3% of
the Orange County popu-
lation responded to the
census according to Vira-
montes. He listed parts of
Anaheim, Irvine and unin-
corporated areas as falling
behind in response rates.

Yesenia Hernandez,
Community Action Part-

nership of Orange County
spokesperson, saw car pa-
rades for students start to
spread locally and state-
wide. She helped plan the
event and made sure the
participants were specific
organizations that have
built community trust in
Santa Ana.

One of the participating
nonprofits, Latino Health

Access, was already reach-
ing out to the neighbor-
hood in alternative ways.
The health organization
equipped vans with loud-
speakers and drove to food
distribution centers and
grocery stores to provide
information about
COVID-19.

Nancy Mejia, director of
the nonprofit’s community
engagement, drove in the
caravan and said “people
were very supportive and
excited. I think more than
anything, the kids got ex-
cited to see something dif-
ferent in the past months
of social distancing.”

She added, “With ineq-
uities in our community
around COVID-19 and civil
unrest, I think we have
been very intentional to
make sure that our pres-
ence remains in those
communities.”

The caravan moved
slowly and made many
stops to have conversa-
tions with onlookers about
the census.

“Many who are immi-
grants are still getting to
know how the political
systems work,” Mejia said.
“So our work has been
providing information and

education.”
It also involves reassur-

ing non-citizens questions
included in the census are
safe to answer.

Viramontes heard some
say they didn’t get their
mail-in census packet.
Many non-English speak-
ers didn’t know that the
census could be submitted
online through 2020cen-
sus.gov or over the phone
by using lines catering to
multiple languages.

The California Legisla-
ture invested $187.2 mil-
lion toward census out-
reach and distributed the
money to counties and
nonprofits statewide.

“It’s important that the
community gets counted
because that is how the
amount of resources com-
ing from the federal gov-
ernment to cities are de-
cided, like reduced lunch
programs for kids,” Mejia
said.

“Public funding also
means that we can de-
mand how the police are
funded, for instance. The
more resources our com-
munity gets, the better.”

CARAVAN DRIVES THROUGH SANTA ANA
AIMING TO CLOSE THE CENSUS COUNT GAP

Raul Roa | Staff Photographer

THECOUNTY of Orange census campaign passed by in a15-vehicle parade around Santa Ana
onMay 29. The two-hourmotorcade promoted completing the census in areas of the city.
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Priscilla Arceo’s face is
plastered on banners hang-
ing from city light poles
across Santa Ana. She also
made an appearance on a
televised prime-time spe-
cial celebrating high school
graduates in early May.

Not too shabby for an 18-
year-old student who is
part of the generation
whose high school years
will be marked by words
like “COVID-19,” “virtual”
and “protests 2020.”

The banners are part of
Santa Ana Unified School
District’s alternative cele-
brations for the class of
2020. Billboards and 170
street pole banners were in-
stalled across the city in ad-
dition to lawn signs on stu-
dent homes and local busi-
nesses.

When Arceo was chosen
to give a speech at her
school’s virtual commence-
ment as Santa Ana High
School’s valedictorian, she
immediately reached out to
Sal Tinajero. He runs the
school district’s speech and
debate program.

“He is known to be a
pretty good speech coach,”
Arceo said.

Tinajero said he’s sent
hundreds of kids to college
over the years through the

program, and one Santa
Ana middle school student
in the program is a two-
time National Speech and
Debate Assn. winner.

The Le Bron James Fam-
ily Foundation and XQ In-
stitute reached out to nine
different coaches around

the country, including Tina-
jero, to have students audi-
tion nationwide for the
“Graduate Together: Ameri-
can Honors the Class of
2020” special featuring a list
of celebrities and note-
worthy figures, including
former President Barack

Obama.
He encouraged her to ap-

ply. About three days after
the audition, she received a
phone call letting her know
she was chosen.

“She was in tears,” Tina-
jero said. “Her family is very
low-income. Mom only

speaks Spanish. She’s taken
on two to three jobs to help
her daughter get ahead.
Talk about validation.”

In her speech, Arceo
talked about being raised
by a single mother.

“All that she did for me
wasn’t always seen or ap-

preciated by others,” Arceo
said in her speech. “That’s
my biggest motivator be-
cause when I’m successful
and one day come back to
help my community, her
hard work will be for some-
thing bigger than the two of
us.”

Santa Ana Unified live-
streamed virtual graduation
videos for eight school
campuses from May 26 to
June 3 on cable, the district
website, YouTube and Face-
book. Santa Ana High
School’s ceremony received
almost 7,000 Facebook
views.

Arceo said traditional in-
person graduation was a
milestone she looked for-
ward to during her entire
academic life, especially as
a first-generation student.
But she’s also understand-
ing of the health crisis cir-
cumstances.

Her family threw her a
surprise drive-though grad-
uation. Family and friends
honked and cheered as
they rode cars through her
street with balloons and
posters.

Arceo picked up her di-
ploma and yearbook from
campus this week. Now she
is UC Santa Barbara bound.

Valedictorian sends off class of 2020 with a message to give back
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BANNERS CELEBRATING 2020 graduates are shown on light poles along Bristol Street in Santa Ana.
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