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A living room is not a football
field, but at least your closest
friends can be at your side on a
couch instead of scattered
about on folding chairs sepa-
rated by alphabetization.

Seven bright and good-na-
tured graduating seniors from
Corona del Mar High School,
many wearing the glittering
state championship rings they
earned last fall as members of
the Sea Kings’ football team,
cheered and called out warm
thoughts about their class-
mates and teachers as their
faces flickered across the
screen Thursday evening dur-
ing a streaming video presenta-
tion that substituted for their
traditional graduation ceremo-
ny.

The cozy party at Luke Sulli-

CLASS OF 2020 GRADUATION

Photos by Raul Roa | Staff Photographer

SEVEN CORONA DELMARHIGH students watch their graduation ceremony live on television, sitting from left, Zach Green, Jack Mehoffer,
Dylan O’Hearn, Aidan Pyne, Mason Gecowets, Nicholas Rottler and Luke Sullivan, in Corona del Mar on Thursday.

CdM graduates still have each
other with at-home graduation

CORONA DELMARHIGH student Luke Sullivan wears his graduating cap as he and friends watch
their graduation ceremony live on television in Corona del Mar on Thursday.

BYHILLARYDAVIS

See CdM, page A4

On the same day Orange County
reported seven deaths due to
COVID-19 and an additional 132
cases of the coronavirus in the latest
numbers released by the Orange
County Health Care Agency, Gov.
Gavin Newsom issued a new order
on Thursday mandating that Califor-
nians must wear face coverings while
in public.

The order comes as concerns grow
about a spike in coronavirus cases as
more of the state’s residents leave
their homes.

“Simply put, we are seeing too
many people with faces uncovered
— putting at risk the real progress we
have made in fighting the disease,”
Newsom said in a statement. “Cali-
fornia’s strategy to restart the econo-
my and get people back to work will
only be successful if people act safely
and follow health recommendations.
That means wearing a face covering,
washing your hands and practicing
physical distancing.”

Customers of restaurants and peo-

Newsom
issues
statewide
mask
order
The governor’s move
follows growing concerns
of a spike in coronavirus
cases as Californians begin
to leave their homes again.
BYANDREWTURNER

SeeMask, page A3

Old World German Restaurant
owner Bernie Bischof is suing
Southern California Edison after
he was severely injured when an
underground transformer ex-
ploded at the Huntington Beach
restaurant in October.

Bischof, 60, filed a civil negli-
gence lawsuit Tuesday in Los An-
geles County Superior Court,
claiming that SoCal Edison cre-
ated a “death trap” that nearly
killed him and injured his family
members when a fireball
erupted on the restaurant patio
during an Oktoberfest celebra-

tion on Oct. 5. Four of his family
members — his son, Markus, fa-
ther, Josef, sister, Cyndie Kasko,
and brother-in-law, Jason Kasko
— were also injured and are also
listed as plaintiffs.

Bischof evacuated the patio
before the explosion after notic-
ing an odd smell. It was when he
returned with firefighters and
some staff that the transformer
bank blew up. Bischof suffered
second- and third-degree burns
on nearly half his body and was
hospitalized until Nov. 11. He still
wears a bodysuit to compress his

Old World restaurant owner in Huntington Beach
sues Southern California Edison for negligence
BYMATT SZABO

See Edison, page A3
Photo by
Julia Sclafani

OLD
WORLD
German
Restaurant in
Huntington
Beach was
closed for
three days in
October 2019
after a
transformer
exploded.

In a win for so-called “Dreamers,”
the U.S. Supreme Court on Thursday
ruled against President Donald
Trump’s plan to cancel a program
that protected thousands of young
immigrants who were brought into
the country illegally as children.

The Obama administration intro-
duced in 2012 the Deferred Action
for Childhood Arrivals program,
which allows young immigrants
without criminal records to register
with the government, apply for a
work permit and obtain a driver’s li-
cense.

The decision elicited mixed re-
sponses from Dreamers in Orange
County. Many were relieved, but oth-
ers questioned what the ruling
means for the program, themselves
and their families in the future.

For Ever Arias, 30, of Orange, the
ruling brings more of the uncertainty
he says he and his family are used to.

Arias, who was a student at Costa
Mesa’s Shalimar Learning Center,
came to the U.S. when he was 7 from
Michoacán, Mexico. He said he was

See DACA, page A4

County
‘Dreamers’
react to
DACA
ruling
BY LILLY NGUYEN

Countless businesses
have experienced hardship
due to the coronavirus, not
the least of which has been
the restaurant industry.

As some restrictions that
were in place to manage
the spread of the virus that
causes COVID-19 are lifted,
it is evident the change will
not mark the end of related
struggles.

Javier’s Cantina and the A
Restaurant, two Newport
Beach-based restaurants,
closed their doors this week
for deep cleaning and test-
ing.

“At Javier’s, the health of

our guests and employees
is our top priority,” Javier’s
said in an update provided
on its official Instagram
page. “For the safety of our
customers and our staff, we
voluntarily closed the New-
port Beach location for
deep cleaning and testing.
We look forward to reopen-
ing the restaurant on July 1
and we’re excited to see ev-
eryone soon! Please stay
safe and healthy!”

Officials said that at least
one staff member tested
positive for the coronavirus
at the upscale restaurant,
prompting the eatery to an-
nounce it was closing on
Tuesday.

Orange County officials
began working with Javier’s
on Wednesday, said county
spokeswoman Molly
Nichelson.

Javier’s representatives
did not respond to an email
request for further com-
ment regarding the closure
of the Newport Beach loca-
tion.

The A Restaurant, which
had been closed since
March 17 and reopened on
June 1, also closed for two
days on Tuesday to perform
deep cleaning and test em-
ployees.

Jordan Otterbein, an op-

Positive COVID-19 tests cause Newport restaurant closures

Raul Roa
Staff
Photographer

THE A
RESTAURANT,
at 3334 West
Coast Hwy.,
recently closed
briefly after an
employee tested
positive for
COVID-19.

BYANDREWTURNER

See Closures, page A2
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714-584-9570
SolatubeHome.com

Does your skylight refresh your home?
Our skylight replacement service will update
your old, broken, leaking skylights fast.
• Our Fresh Breeze Skylight will help cool your home

• Heat & UV blocking technology

• Save with a 26% Federal Tax Credit*

Your attic or garage TOO HOT?
Our solar & electric fans remove blazing hot air from
your attic and/or garage; creating a cooler space.

• New advanced technology delivers exceptional power

• Save with a 26% Federal Tax Credit*

• Available for all roof types and garages

5 Ways to Brighten & Cool

Buy 2, Buy 3, Buy 4...

SAVE MORE!
Financing available. Call for details.

APPLIES TO ANY COMBINATION OF PRODUCTS

YOUR HOME
Your home TOO DARK?
Solatube, the modern skylight that brings
natural light to every room in your home.
• Great for hallways, kitchens, bathrooms, closets, etc.

• Save with a 26% Federal Tax Credit*

• NEW- Solar Daylight Dimmer & Low Profile Sun Collector

Your home TOO HOT?
Whole House Fans cool & freshen your entire
home in minutes for pennies a day.
• Improve indoor air quality using clean air from outside

• Save huge on A/C costs with fresh cool ventilation

• Super quiet operation

*applies to solar-powered products

• Virtual Design Consultations • Contactless Installation • CDC Safety Procedures
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SALE
ENDS

SOON!

888-231-7491

ACROSS 1 Danger
5 "Beat it!"
10 Poems of praise
14 Suffix for
correspond or
depend
15 Bid the bed
adieu
16 Man's nickname
17 Like overused
muscles
18 Make easier;
help bring about
20 Greek letter
21 Student's table
22 __ up; angered
23 Does not
include
25 Prefix for sense
or profit
26 Swank or Duff
28 Airplane
shelter
31 Let in
32 Large amount,
slangily
34 Sad toe-tag
letters
36 Quantity of
paper
37 Sports
equipment
38 Self-righteous
39 Actress
Dennings
40 Felony
41 Means of
communication
42 Deadly
44 Huckleberry &
others
45 Get __ of;
discard
46 __-frutti
47 Play a guitar
50 Le __; car race
city
51 "Rub-a-dub-dub,
three men in a __"
54 Introducing
57 Electrician's
supply
58 Dad's sister
59 Pig out
60 Road __;
inconsiderate
drivers
61 Earns, after
deductions
62 Oscar hopeful
63 Dollar bills

DOWN
1 "__ Window";
James Stewart

classic
2 Move along
slowly
3 Kid in the next
desk
4 Extremely
important
5 Word before pin
or first
6 Vulgar

7 Mr. Springfield
8 "__ was sayingÉ"
9 Allen or Gibson
10 Making a
choice
11 TV's "Let's Make
a __"
12 Ending for cigar
or kitchen
13 Grain planted

19 Actor Jeremy
21 Soil
24 Injure
25 Brief snoozes
26 "__! The Herald
Angels Sing"
27 Just right
28 Robust
29 Warning
30 Circular
32 Icy forecast
33 Lawn tree
35 Dark __;
historical period
37 Pitt or Garrett
38 __ out; exclude
40 __ in; interject a
remark
41 Cookware
43 Has confidence
in
44 Crisis in Third
World countries
46 Ballroom
dance
47 Reach across
48 Word of
agreement
49 Torn in two
50 Where money
is made
52 Craving
53 Truman or
Myerson
55 Org. for Nets &
Nuggets
56 Facial twitch
57 "__ cares?";
words of
indifference

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Jacqueline E.
Mathews

SUDOKU
By The Mepham Group

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit, 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit sudoku.org.uk.

Tribune Media
Services

For answers to the crossword and
Sudoku puzzles, see page A3.

Costa Mesa city officials
took a step forward in a
years-long effort to pro-
vide temporary housing
for homeless residents on
a permanent basis, ap-
proving Tuesday a $3.65-
million contract to begin
constructing a bridge
shelter at Airway Avenue.

But some in the com-
munity, including one ad-
vocate for the homeless,
have expressed concerns
the warehouse space may
not be the best fit for the
complex needs of the
area’s unhoused popula-
tion.

City Council members
unanimously approved
the contract with Cerri-
tos-based Cal-City Con-
struction, Inc. to retrofit a
12,285-square-foot por-
tion of an industrial ware-
house building to accom-
modate a 70-bed shelter
and full-service kitchen
with office and intake
space.

The agreement in-
cludes a 5% contingency
fee totaling $182,750.
Most of the funding
would be covered by
nearly $2 million in Com-
munity Development
Block Grants and addi-
tional county grants and
allocations from the state,
according to a staff re-
port.

The industrial property,
at 3175 Airway Ave., was
purchased by the city for
$6.9 million in March
2019. At around the same
time, a 50-bed opened at
Lighthouse Church of the
Nazarene, on the city’s
Westside. About 25 indi-
viduals currently reside
there.

Public Services Director
Raja Sethuraman said
Tuesday the concrete tilt-
up structure would re-
quire several infrastruc-
ture improvements to
make it habitable and ac-
cessible to people with
disabilities.

“Because now we’re
converting industrial into
a shelter environment, we
need to have new gas,
electric, water and sewer
— all those connections,”
he said.

Costa Mesa has been
working for nearly a dec-
ade, since the formation
in 2011 of a force, to ex-
amine and address the
needs of homeless indi-
viduals.

Until 2018, however,
people living in makeshift
encampments along the
Santa Ana River were
regularly cited or arrested
for violating local anti-
camping laws.

A January 2018 lawsuit
filed by the nonprofit as-
sistance agency Orange
County Catholic Worker
accused Orange County
— and named Costa
Mesa, Anaheim and Or-
ange, in particular — of

employing legal frame-
works that drove home-
less individuals to seek
sanctuary in riverbed
communities and then
using local ordinances to
force them from the en-
campments.

“At every opportunity
the county and its cities
have invested in enforce-
ment instead of housing,
blaming other entities for
the problem, and leaving
unhoused people no-
where to turn, nowhere to
live, and nowhere to
sleep,” the complaint
stated.

A negotiated settlement
agreement reached later
that year stipulated cities
could not continue to en-
force anti-encampment
ordinances until they met
several requirements, in-
cluding providing bridge
shelters, where residents
could access services that
would help them find
housing.

At Tuesday’s City Coun-
cil meeting, some mem-
bers of the public ques-
tioned whether spending
nearly $11 million on con-
verting a windowless
warehouse into a tempo-
rary shelter with no recre-
ation quarters — at a time
when health experts ad-
vise physical distancing
during the coronavirus
pandemic — was the best
option.

“The council is now at a
crossroads that they did
not or could not have an-
ticipated when the Airway
building was acquired,”
said Richard Tucker in a
public comment. “This
building was never meant
to be occupied by people.
With all these people
packed into small spaces,
this is going to be the next
COVID-19 hotspot.”

Tucker and others in-
stead advocated for alter-
natives, namely leasing
under-occupied hotels
and motels or using port-
able trailers that could
provide temporary ten-
ants with isolation or let
them cohabitate with
partners or children.

One commenter sug-
gested a portion of the
114-acre state-owned
Fairview Developmental

Center on Harbor Boule-
vard — parts of which
were recently re-equip-
ped to house severe
COVID-19 patients but
which is due to close its
doors June 30 from un-
deruse — might be an op-
tion.

Council members held
firm in their intention to
move forward with the
Airway Avenue site.

“We have been very
thoughtful, to the point of
being slow on this,” said
Councilwoman Andrea
Marr before the 7-0 vote.
“It’s time to move forward
with our plans for perma-
nent (temporary) shelter
— this is the step to do it.”

Attorney Brooke Weitz-
man, who represented
the plaintiffs in the 2018
Catholic Worker lawsuit,
commended Costa Mesa
officials for working to
comply with the settle-
ment terms but ques-
tioned the risk of creating
congregate housing with
the threat of coronavirus
still looming.

The long-term leasing
of hotels, unoccupied of-
fice buildings and trailers,
she said, might be a safer
and more fitting option.
Weitzman also named
Fairview Developmental
Center as a potential so-
lution.

“There are empty
rooms meant to be used
as housing by the state,”
the attorney said. “I have
trouble reconciling, on
behalf of my homeless cli-
ents, why they are living
in congregate shelters so
close to a perfectly good
building.”

If housing is the goal,
she continued, then peo-
ple need a place not just
to lay their heads, but
where they can feel safe
and work on overcoming
the issues that contrib-
uted to their homeless-
ness in the first place.

“If it’s not a place that’s
comfortable, a place to
spend the day, you can’t
really move forward,”
Weitzman said. “That’s
just warehousing hu-
mans.”

Costa Mesa’s plan to
retrofit warehouse for
temporary homeless
shelter draws criticism

Kevin Chang | Staff Photographer

THE COSTAMESA City Council on Tuesday approved a
$3.655-million contract with Cerritos-based Cal-City
Construction, Inc. to retrofit a warehouse building at 3175
Airway Ave. to accommodate a 70-bed homeless shelter.

BY SARA CARDINE

sara.cardine@latimes.com
Twitter: @SaraCardine

erating partner for A
Restaurant, said on
Wednesday that one em-
ployee tested positive for
the coronavirus.

He said the restaurant
was in the process of test-
ing every employee, and
nobody would be allowed
to come back to work at
the establishment until
they brought back a nega-
tive test result from their
doctor.

Otterbein said he antici-
pates more restaurants will
face similar situations re-
quiring closure, cleaning
and testing, especially as
more people return to life
in public.

“I get the pressures of
having to stay open,”
Otterbein said. “Believe
me, I don’t want to close
for two days, but I want
the northern star to be an
abundance of safety and
that we can say, ‘We did
our best.’ ”

Orange County Health
Care Agency director Clay-
ton Chau said at a news

conference on Thursday
the agency cannot confirm
or deny details related to
cases associated with a
particular facility.

If a staff member at any
business reports having
the virus, county officials
said that public health
services will contact the fa-
cility to provide guidance.

“For any worksite, in-
cluding restaurants, if a
case of COVID-19 is re-
ported in a member of
staff, our Public Health
Services team reaches out
to the facility to provide
guidance based on the
particular circumstances,”
Marc Meulman, chief of
operations for Orange
County Public Health
Services, said in a prepared
statement.

“If there is a cluster of
cases, depending on the
number of cases and the
size of the facility, we may
either mandate that all
staff be tested and/or a fa-
cility close for a period of
time until it is clearly safe
to reopen.”

Orange County plans to
allow personal-care busi-
nesses like nail salons,

massage parlors and tattoo
shops to reopen beginning
on Friday.

Hospitalizations due to
the coronavirus climbed to
their highest in the county
since the start of the pan-
demic on Thursday. There
were 345 patients receiving
care at hospitals for
COVID-19, with 144 of
those people in an inten-
sive care unit.

Gov. Gavin Newsom on
Thursday issued a state-
wide order to require that
masks be worn while in
public or in high-risk set-
tings.

Those applicable situa-
tions included while shop-
ping or utilizing public
transportation, and while
seeking medical care.

The order comes amid
growing concern that a
spike in coronavirus cases
may be related to residents
not voluntarily taking the
precaution of wearing a
mask in public.

Los Angeles Times staff
writer Hannah Fry contrib-
uted to this report.

Continued from page A1
CLOSURES

andrew.turner@latimes.com
Twitter: @ProfessorTurner



WWW.DAILYPILOT.COM DAILY PILOT | COASTLINE PILOT | HUNTINGTON BEACH INDEPENDENT FRIDAY, JUNE 19, 2020 A3

forum

San Diego Fwy (405) At Bristol St. Costa Mesa, CA

southcoastplaza.com @SouthCoastPlaza #SCPStyle

FIND THE
PerfeCT GiFT

FOR DAD

Upgrade Dad’s ClosetUpgrade Dad’s Closet
Bally • Berluti • Brunello Cucinelli • Dior Men

Ermenegildo Zegna • Golden Goose • Gucci • Hermès
House of Sun • Moncler • Prada • Ralph Lauren

The Webster • Thom Browne • UNTUCKit

For theFor the Watch CollectorWatch Collector
IWC • Louis Vuitton • Montblanc • Omega • Panerai

Rolex • Tiffany & Co. • Tourneau • Vacheron Constantin

Backyard DadBackyard Dad
Crate and Barrel Home Store • CB2 • Lacoste • New Balance • Nike
Pottery Barn • RH • UGG • Vans • West Elm • Williams Sonoma

Gifts For Every DadGifts For Every Dad
Apple Store • Diptyque • Oliver Peoples

Please Do Not Enter • Porsche Design • Rimowa
South Coast Plaza Gift Card • Tinder Box

partial listing

We are now open for shopping
and dining with the highest cleanliness

standards in the industry.

For Father’s Day gift ideas,
visit southcoastplaza.com/fathers-day

Curbside pickup is also available via SCP 2 GO.

CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS

T his is an open letter to the
faculty at UC Irvine. I am
currently a third-year

Black student now majoring in
economics at UCI.

Do you know what it feels like
to be Black? Do you understand
what it feels like to be at a stop-
light and be called a Black bitch
by a police officer for no reason?

Do you understand the fear
that comes with having teenage
brothers and wondering every
time they go out with friends if
they possibly encounter a racist
officer and be harassed?

Do you understand the fear
that comes with being pulled
over by a cop and not knowing if
this could be your last day on
Earth, depending on whether
that officer feels “threatened” by
the mere color of your skin?

Do you understand what it
feels like to see another Black
person being killed senselessly
by a police officer time after
time, the same police officers
who are there to serve and pro-
tect?

Do you understand what it
feels like to see this and hope
and pray that this doesn’t hap-
pen to your family member
when they step outside their
home or decide to go for a jog?

Do you understand what it
feels like when a white woman

grips her purse closer to her
body as you walk by in fear of
you? Do you understand what it
feels like to be looked at in shock
when you say what university

you attend as if a Black person
getting into a good university is
so unheard of?

Do you understand what it
feels like to be me, to be Black?

I find myself wanting to go out
to protest but wondering if I will
still be able to study to pass
finals. In a time where we are
fighting a pandemic, unemploy-

ment and an oppressive system,
even when I want to, it is hard to
get my mind to settle down and
just focus on school.

I am a student but I am also a
Black woman, unemployed,
fighting a pandemic and fighting
a system that was never made
for me.

So this leaves me stuck be-
tween trying to be a role model
for my Black brothers and sis-
ters, showing them that we, as
Black people, are capable of
obtaining a degree and going
out to fight and stand by my
fellow Black peers to use our
voice to fight the very system
that has continuously silenced
our voice.

I am fighting back and al-
though knowledge and a degree
can bring power needed to go
further, what is that knowledge if
we are not alive to use it?

I am asking for your assistance
as faculty on my campus and on
campuses across the globe.
Please participate in fighting a
flawed system. We are not asking
to be better than anyone else,
not asking to be higher than
anyone else but simply to be
seen, heard, valued, respected
and to stop being killed.

COMMENTARY | CELESTE ASBERRY

Do you understand what it feels
like to be me, to be Black?

Photo by Ben Brazil

HUNDREDS ATTEND a protest for the death of George Floyd outside Irvine City Hall earlier this month.

CELESTE ASBERRY studies
economics at UC Irvine.

ple engaged in recreational
activities are among those
exempt from having to
wear masks in public, pro-
vided social distancing is
practiced.

Face coverings are not re-
quired for children 2 years
old or younger and people
who have a medical, men-
tal health or developmental
disability that would pre-
vent them from wearing a
face covering.

The order requires a
mask to be worn by people
in their workplace and
while walking through
common areas such as hall-
ways, parking facilities and
while riding elevators.

Face coverings to stem
the spread of the co-
ronavirus had gone from
being required to being rec-
ommended in public in Or-
ange County, which has
seen a total of 9,292 re-
ported cases during the
pandemic.

The county is closing in
on 200,000 coronavirus
tests administered. Another
1,199 tests were reported on
Thursday, bringing that
number to 199,015 overall.

The county death toll due
to COVID-19 is now 250,
with 128 of those fatalities
involving a skilled nursing
facility resident.

A pandemic-high of 345
COVID-19 cases are cur-
rently hospitalized, and 144
of those patients are in an
intensive care unit. The to-
tal coronavirus-related hos-
pitalizations are a new high
for the second straight day.
There were 328 in Wednes-
day’s report.

The county estimates
that 4,496 people have re-
covered from COVID-19 in-
fections. That number is
determined by taking the
difference between the cu-
mulative case count from
28 days earlier and the cur-
rent day mortality.

By age range, patients
who have died were:

• 85 and up: 78
• 75 to 84: 64
• 65 to 74: 45

• 55 to 64: 33
• 45 to 54: 20
• 35 to 44: 7
• 34 and younger: 3
Here are the latest case

counts for select cities, with
numbers per 10,000 resi-
dents:

• Santa Ana: 1,994 (59.0
cases per 10,000 residents)

• Anaheim: 1,784 (49.6
cases per 10,000 residents)

• Huntington Beach: 455
(22.3 cases per 10,000 resi-
dents)

• Irvine: 252 (9.0 cases
per 10,000 residents)

• Newport Beach: 182
(20.9 cases per 10,000 resi-
dents)

• Costa Mesa: 188 (16.2
cases per 10,000 residents)

• Fountain Valley: 83 (14.7
cases per 10,000 residents)

• Laguna Beach: 52 (22.3
cases per 10,000 residents)

Updated figures are
posted daily at occovid19
.ochealthinfo.com/corona
virus-in-oc.

For information on get-
ting tested at one of the
nearly two dozen public
clinics around the county,
visit occovid19.ochealth
info.com/covid-19-testing-
and-screening.

Los Angeles Times staff
writers Phil Willon and
Hannah Fry contributed to
this report.

Continued from page A1
MASK

andrew.turner@latimes.com
Twitter: @ProfessorTurner

scarring, he said Thursday
in a phone interview, and
still feels pain.

“I can move around and
walk around, but it’s an
ongoing, lingering pain,”
Bischof said. “I also wear
gloves ... [Southern Cali-
fornia Edison] needs to
step up and be responsible
for their actions, what they
did or what they didn’t do.”

Southern California Edi-
son spokeswoman Sally

Jeun said the utility com-
pany would not specif-
ically comment on the
lawsuit, which seeks un-
specified damages
through a jury trial.

“Our thoughts go out to
Mr. Bischof and his fam-
ily,” Jeun said in a state-
ment. “While Southern
California Edison is aware
of the lawsuit that was
filed by Mr. Bischof in rela-
tion to the incident that
took place in October 2019
in Huntington Beach at
the Old World German
Restaurant, SCE can not
discuss the specifics of
pending litigation. The
safety of the communities
we serve is paramount.
SCE has a rigorous and ex-
tensive inspection, main-
tenance and upgrade pro-
gram, with crews working
every day to ensure the re-
liability and safe operation
of the system.”

Bischof’s lawyer, Greg
Bentley of Newport
Beach-based Bentley &
More LLP, said that Bischof
was aware that the trans-
former had prior prob-
lems.

According to the law-
suit, the 25-year-old trans-
former had previously ex-
ploded in 2010. The law-
suit alleges that Southern
California Edison failed to
perform basic mainte-
nance and transformer in-
spection, and “then spent
years lying to Bernie and
his family, falsely reassur-
ing them that the trans-
former bank was ‘OK’ and
safe.”

“They did nothing to re-
place or remove this
underground vault,” Bent-
ley said. “It’s shocking to
me. Bernie can only report
what he’s aware of, and
then trust that Edison is
going to do their job. They
come out and they give
him the clean bill of
health, and then, lo and
behold, it explodes again
on Oct. 5.”

“The other thing that’s
significant, at least to me,
is that technology has
changed as well. The sub-
ject vault is a mineral oil
vault, which is much more
flammable and explosive.
There’s better technology
now with what’s called an
FR3 oil, which is derived
from vegetable oil, which
is less flammable. They
could have put that in
there, and they didn’t. In
my career, I’ve never seen
a corporate entity fail to
heed safety warnings as
much as Edison did with
this vault.”

Dan Escamilla, a restau-
rant spokesman, said at
the time that Old World
suffered no structural
damage in the explosion.
It reopened on Oct. 9, four
days later.

Bischof said Thursday
that his sister, Cyndie
Kasko, has been handling
many of the day-to-day
management responsibili-
ties since the incident.

Continued from page A1
EDISON

matthew.szabo@latimes.com
Twitter: @mjszabo

“In my career,
I’ve never seen
a corporate
entity fail to
heed safety
warnings as
much as
Edison did
with this
vault.”

Greg Bentley
Bernie Bischof’s lawyer
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a recipient of the program until
last year, when he married his
now-wife and became a green
card holder.

“It’s like a little sigh of relief that
at least, for now, it’s not going
anywhere,” he said. “This is
something that we’re used to.
When I had DACA, I knew that it
could go away any minute. It is
not something new to us. Our life
is on hold.”

At least for now, DACA will re-
main in effect. The court ordered
that the case be remanded so that
the Department of Homeland Se-
curity, which attempted to revoke
DACA, could better explain its
reasoning.

Chief Justice John Roberts Jr.
wrote in his opinion that the de-
cision did not concern the sound-
ness of DACA as a policy.

“We address only whether the
agency complied with the proce-
dural requirement that it provide
a reasoned explanation for its ac-
tion,” Roberts wrote.

Arias said some of his family
are also Dreamers who are work-
ing “high-end” jobs and who
were nervous for their futures if
the program was repealed.

“We’re dependent on the gov-
ernment to determine if we can
continue in this job or not. It’s
unfortunate that ... if I didn’t
change my status, I would be de-
pending on DACA,” Arias said,
adding that he is currently study-
ing internal medicine in resi-
dency.

Some of his friends were also
waiting for the decision to be
handed down by the Supreme
Court.

“We’re already stressed enough
as it is. At least I am. Put on top of
that, you might not even be able
to continue your training, de-
pending on the government to
tell you whether you can stay in
the U.S. or not,” he added. “We’ve
been facing this since we got
DACA. We knew it was an execu-
tive order.”

But for Eduardo Iniestra, the
news came as a relief. He has

lived in Costa Mesa since he was
brought to the U.S. in 1994 from
Mexico City when he was 12.

“As a DACA recipient ... ever
since the Trump administration
became a threat to try and get rid
of [the program] and try to stop it,
[it’s] been this heavy weight on
your shoulders daily from the
minute you wake up,” he said.
“Something always reminds you
about it.”

Iniestra, who recently gradu-
ated from Huntington Beach
Adult School, reflected on how he
felt when Obama first announced
the program.

“It was the opposite. I cried.
This amazing feeling that I
haven’t felt since I’ve been here
and this was the complete oppo-
site,” he said.

Iniestra’s stress intensified after
he was laid off from a job he
worked at for 13 years due to the
pandemic that has crippled the
economy. His wife, who is also a
DACA recipient, is pregnant with

their first child.
He said there were nights he

couldn’t sleep, especially as the
decision on the program came
closer and closer to being made.

He said that when he found out
about the ruling Thursday morn-
ing, he woke up his wife and told
her, and he was surprised the rul-
ing was so close.

“As the time drew to the deci-
sion, it was this intense buildup.
You didn’t know what was going
to happen. When I heard the
news this morning, I could finally
breathe,” he said.

Angela Chen, director of UC
Irvine’s DREAM Center, said that
it is difficult to sum up how many
of the center’s students felt in re-
sponse to the ruling, adding that
the good news came with multi-
ple layers.

“It’s a lot to take in. I think we’re
all still processing what this
means. I think [it’s] hard to kind
of be so definitive about this ... it’s
an unexpected ruling and I think

it does provide reprieve for our
students in terms of what is going
to happen,” Chen said.

Chen said going forward that
she’d like to see what the ruling
means in practice, raising ques-
tions as to whether or not the
DHS will be accepting new appli-
cations for DACA recipients and
the conditions thereof.

Costa Mesa Mayor Katrina Fo-
ley said she felt the court made a
good decision but added that
Roberts’ opinion “creates an area
of law, or begins to create an area
of law, that makes it very difficult
to prove discrimination.”

“I look at the case as a lawyer
also, not just from the political or
social lens. The ruling is really
narrow, and it’s based on a proce-
dural issue, not really the merits,”
said Foley, who is an employment
attorney.

“It said the president didn’t fol-
low the proper procedure. You
could argue he could just fix the
procedural error and renew his

effort to terminate the program.
“The case also essentially

makes it impossible to show there
was a racist or discriminatory
motive for either enacting a par-
ticular piece of legislation or ter-
minating it.”

“We can’t get too celebratory,”
Foley said. “We have to be really
careful about the other compo-
nent of this case as it relates to
equal protection claims in other
matters.”

Cintya Garcia, a 24-year-old so-
cial ecology major at UC Irvine,
shared some of the same appre-
hensions but said that it fueled
her determination to thrive.

Garcia has been following dis-
cussions about the case’s decision
on social media and through tra-
ditional media outlets and felt the
DACA community has mobilized
in a way similar to the LGBTQ
community and the Black Lives
Matter movement.

Garcia said she was brought to
the country as a baby without
asking to be, but she knows more
about America’s history than
Mexico’s. She speaks Spanish but
didn’t get to know her home
country.

Garcia said she once felt
ashamed she was not an Ameri-
can citizen, adding that she still
wants a sense of belonging in the
country where she grew up.

“Yes, there is uncertainty, but at
the same time, I want to use that
as courage and motivation. I saw
a lot of, ‘The fight goes on’ today. I
would rather have that mindset.
Instead of feeling that we are sur-
viving, we have the motivation to
thrive and say, ‘You know what?
We’ve been here since we were
kids,’ ” Garcia said.

“With the protests happening
right now, I decided, ‘You know
what? I need to fight now. I’m not
going to stay silent. I’m going to
regret that.’ We’re determined.

“We are demanding to have our
voices heard,” Garcia said.

“We are a form of American.
We are the DACA recipients. We
are Americans at the end of the
day,” she said.

Continued from page A1
DACA

Gary Coronado | Los Angeles Times

PROTESTERS GATHER to demonstrate against Trump administration changes in the Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) immigration policy at City Hall in Los Angeles in 2017.
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van’s house still had the
core of a commencement
ceremony — laughter, self-
ies and proud parents,
only this time a few feet
away in the kitchen in-
stead of faraway bleachers.

“It kinda feels special,

knowing we have some-
thing different,” said grad-
uate Mason Gecowets.

In the video, coaches,
teachers and student lead-
ers offered words of praise
and wisdom.

“Our class is filled with
resilient, hard-working,
compassionate, successful,
genuine young adults. It is
also filled with the leaders

of tomorrow,” said student
speaker Alex Ianni.
“Whether an achievement
we achieved or a tribula-
tion we faced, one thing
remained: We continue to
stand together stronger
and bolder than before.”

Then it was time for the
main event, the reading of
graduate names over the
familiar “Pomp and Cir-

cumstance.”
“Hats on, you guys,” one

of the boys called out.
Yearbook photos flashed

on the screen with each
name, and many students
— who, the video stressed,
will always be Sea Kings —
augmented those tradi-
tional portraits with can-

dids or brief video clips
hamming it up in their
sky-blue caps and gowns.

Many tossed their caps
on the beach. Others
jumped, in full regalia, in
or out of pools or the har-
bor.

A few waved to the cam-
era with their pets — dogs
mostly, but one duck made
an appearance. One grad-
uate popped out of the
trunk of a car, another a
portable toilet shack.

Zack Green’s video was
the most poignant —

showing a visit bearing
“Congrats Grad” balloons
to the grave of one of his
best friends, Patrick
“Patty” Turner, who died
by suicide halfway through
his sophomore year.
Thursday would have been
his graduation day, too.

The at-home ceremony
wasn’t what Green initially
wanted, but it wasn’t bad,
and Patty was still with
him, he said.

Continued from page A1
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Raul Roa | Staff Photographer

SEVEN CORONA DELMARHIGH students stand for the Pledge of Allegiance at the start
of their graduation ceremony live on television, from left to right, Zach Green, Jack Mehoffer,
Dylan O’Hearn, Aidan Pyne, Mason Gecowets, Nicholas Rottler and Luke Sullivan.


