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There’s nothing like the experience of watching an amazing film in a big, dark theatre. But when you find yourself in the sun, make sure to apply the proper sunscreen.

After six days in deliberation,
jurors remained deadlocked
Wednesday in the case of a man
accused of killing a family friend
in Huntington Beach three years
ago over a $60,000 gambling
debt.

The defendant, Dennis Tri Gia
Dang, 32, of Westminster, did
not deny shooting and killing
Linh Ho, 48, of Fountain Valley
in the parking lot of a strip mall
at the corner of Warner Avenue
and Magnolia Street on Oct. 20,
2019. His attorney claimed he
acted in self-defense and in the
heat of the moment. Prose-
cutors argue he had no reason
to believe the victim posed a
mortal threat to him and sug-

gested his actions were planned
out ahead of time.

On Thursday, jurors told
Judge Richard King they had
unanimously decided Dang was
not guilty of first-degree murder.
However, they were unable to
agree on whether or not he
should be convicted of second-
degree murder or another lesser
charge.

“Multiple people have
changed their minds back and
forth,” the jury’s foreman, iden-
tified only as juror No. 129, said
in court Thursday.

Judge King asked each juror,
individually, whether or not they
believed more time to deliberate
would result in a verdict. Two
said no, and one gave a defini-
tive yes. The remaining replies
included shades of “possibly,”
“unlikely,” and “I don’t know.”

King noted multiple jurors
were open to the possibility of
reaching a unanimous verdict

Jury deadlocked in
case of man accused
of killing bookie
The victim held the
man responsible for
$60,000 in gambling
debts, according to
court testimony.
BY ERIC LICAS

See Jury, page A4

Sweat dripped down the brow
of competitors of all shapes and
sizes as a hot September sun
beat down on Aldrich Park.

They waited at the top of a
grassy knoll. Many knelt, others
made the choice to stand. Rest-
ing would delay them, and this

was a marathon, not a sprint.
Then over the loudspeaker

came the cry: “Green light!” And
just like that, a veritable horde of
students surged toward the stage
in search of he who would name
them the victors of this game:
Peter the Anteater.

Kevin Chang | Staff Photographer
HUNDREDS of UCI students run to tag Peter the Anteater as they
participate in a game of red light/green light on Wednesday.

Stop, then go! — UCI
students set record
BY LILLY NGUYEN

See Record, page A4

After mulling a decision on
whether to allow short-term rent-
als for more than a year, the
Fountain Valley City Council on
Tuesday night unanimously re-
jected an ordinance that would
have done so.

Going a step further, the coun-
cil also directed staff to prepare
an ordinance that explicitly bans
short-term rentals in the city.

Between August and December
last year, the council met three
times to consider short-term rent-
als. Those discussions indicated
that a council majority was inter-
ested in allowing short-term rent-
als with some restrictions.

The ability to enforce regula-
tions on short-term rentals fac-
tored strongly into the council’s
decision not to pass the ordi-
nance. Fountain Valley has one
code enforcement officer, and the
projected revenue from transient
occupancy tax would not have
been substantial enough to cover

F.V. says
‘no’ to
proposed
rental law
The city has rejected an
ordinance that allows
short-term rentals with
restrictions and will
prepare a ban on them.
BYANDREWTURNER

See Rental, page A3

Tension simmered in the Hunt-
ington Beach City Council cham-
bers Tuesday night as the panel
again clashed with City Atty.
Michael Gates.

Council members voted 5-1-1 to
approve the last agenda item of
their regular meeting, the imple-
mentation of three recommenda-
tions made by a Richards, Watson
& Gershon law firm report follow-
ing the city’s settling of a $2.5-mil-
lion age discrimination case last
year.

Councilman Erik Peterson had
the sole dissenting vote, while
Mayor Pro Tem Mike Posey was
absent.

The action requires the city at-
torney’s office to provide training
to the City Council regarding its
members’ respective roles as at-
torney and client, as well as on the
resources of the city attorney’s of-
fice.

The city attorney will also be re-
sponsible for commissioning in-
dependent counsel to determine
if the city should take action
against former employee Brian
Williams, who is implicated in the
Richards, Watson & Gershon re-

H.B. age
bias case
prompts
training
The city attorney’s office
will provide mandatory
training regarding roles
as attorney and client,
and other issues.
BYMATT SZABO

See Action, page A3

The Huntington Beach Pier
and several other local Orange
County landmarks have been il-
luminated in purple and teal-
colored lights as part of a “Light
Up Hope OC” campaign to raise
awareness of suicide preven-
tion.

Switches were flipped Tues-
day evening at John Wayne Air-
port, Mission San Juan Capi-
strano and Knott’s Berry Farm,
among other locations, to mark
September as Suicide Preven-
tion Awareness Month and to

Photos by Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

VISITORSWALK the Huntington Beach Pier Tuesday as teal and purple lights illuminate Lifeguard Tower Zero as part of “Light Up Hope OC.”

Landmarks illuminated to
bolster ‘Light Up Hope OC’

ANDY HSIEH,
from New
Zealand, takes
a photograph
of Huntington
Beach
Lifeguard
Tower Zero
Tuesday.

BY SARA CARDINE

See Light, page A4
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THE COACH HOUSE

9/23 ROBBY KRIEGER of the Doors
9/24 ROBERT JON & THE WRECK
9/25 CHRISTOPHER CROSS
9/27 MICHAEL SCHENKER / Eric Martin of MR. BIG
9/28 SAMANTHA FISH
9/30 LEONID & FRIENDS (ChiCago TribuTe)
10/1 TOM SANDOVAL & THE MOST EXTRAS

from Vanderpump Rules
10/2 PLAIN WHITE T’S
10/6 THE SPINNERS
10/7 ACCEPT w/Narcotic Wasteland
10/8 CASH’D OUT (Johnny Cash TribuTe)
10/12 LEONID & FRIENDS (ChiCago TribuTe)
10/14 BILLY VERA & The Beaters
10/15 MICK ADAMS & THE STONES
10/16 PETTY CASH (Johnny Cash & Tom PeTTy TribuTe)
10/19 TODD SNIDER / Ryan Montbleau
10/20 SOPHIE B HAWKINS
10/21 OINGO BOINGO Former Members
10/22 OINGO BOINGO Former Members
10/23 JOURNEYMAN (eriC ClaPTon TribuTe)
10/27 CANDLEBOX
10/28 BUCKCHERRY
10/29 LARRY CARLTON (Farewell world Tour 2022-2023)
11/1 DAVE MASON

- 2022 World In Changes Tour
11/4 YACHTLEY CREW (yaChT roCk TribuTe)
11/5 PIANO MEN (billy Joel and elTon John TribuTe)
11/6 ARTIMUS PYLE

formerly of LYNYRD SKYNRD
11/9 BIG HEAD TODD & THE MONSTERS
11/10 MARC BROUSSARD
11/11 KIDS OF CHARLEMAGNE (sTeely dan TribuTe)
11/12 TYRONE WELLS
11/17 DAVE ALVIN &

JIMMIE DALE GILMORE and The Guilty Ones
11/18 FUN LOVIN’ CRIMINALS
11/19 BEATLES VS STONES

- A Musical Showdown
11/20 O-TOWN
11/23 HEARTBEAT CITY (Cars TribuTe)
11/25 LEE ROCKER of the Stray Cats
11/26 WILD CHILD (The doors TribuTe)
12/2 WHICH ONE’S PINK? (Pink Floyd TribuTe)
12/3 WHICH ONE’S PINK? (Pink Floyd TribuTe)

12/4 FEE WAYBILL w/special guests
12/8 THE IMMEDIATE FAMILY
12/10 FLOCK OF SEAGULLS
12/11 PROGJECT ‘The ulTimaTe Prog roCk exPerienCe’
12/13 SQUIRREL NUT ZIPPERS
12/14 TOMMY EMMANUEL w/Mike Dawes
12/15 TOMMY EMMANUEL w/Mike Dawes
12/16 GARY HOEY’S Rockin’ Xmas Show
12/17 WALTER TROUT
12/18 WALTER TROUT
12/21 THE RAT PACK – Christmas Show
12/23 AMBROSIA A Very Special Holiday Show
12/28 DONAVON FRANKENREITER / Christina Holmes
12/30 L.A. GUNS
12/31 THE ENGLISH BEAT
1/1 THE ENGLISH BEAT
1/10 JAZZ IS DEAD 25th Anniversary Tour
1/14 THE PETTY BREAKERS (Tom PeTTy TribuTe)
1/21 RONDSTADT REVIVAL (linda rondsTadT TribuTe)
2/3 DESPERADO (eagles TribuTe)
2/4 DESPERADO (eagles TribuTe)
2/10 ARETHA Starring Charity Lockhart
2/11 OTTMAR LIEBERT & LUNA NEGRA
2/12 JESSE COLIN YOUNG
2/18 JOURNEY USA (Journey TribuTe)
2/25 DENNIS TUFANO /

CANNIBAL AND THE HEADHUNTERS
3/5 SONNY LANDRETH w/ Cindy Cashdollar
3/17 THE FENIANS
3/19 GLENN MILLER ORCHESTRA

TUE, NOV 1TUE, NOV 1
DAVEDAVE
MASONMASON

FRI, NOV 25FRI, NOV 25
LEE ROCKERLEE ROCKER
of The Stray Catsof The Stray Cats

SUN, NOV 20SUN, NOV 20
O-TOWNO-TOWN

THU, NOV 10THU, NOV 10
MARCMARC

BROUSSARDBROUSSARD

FRI, OCT 7FRI, OCT 7
ACCEPTACCEPT

THU, OCT 27THU, OCT 27
CANDLEBOXCANDLEBOX

THU, OCT 20THU, OCT 20
SOPHIE B.SOPHIE B.
HAWKINSHAWKINS

WED, OCT 19WED, OCT 19
TODDTODD
SNIDERSNIDER

THU, OCT 6THU, OCT 6
THETHE

SPINNERSSPINNERS

FRI, SEP 23FRI, SEP 23
ROBBYROBBY
KRIEGERKRIEGER

WED, SEP 28WED, SEP 28
SAMANTHASAMANTHA

FISHFISH

SUN, OCT 2SUN, OCT 2
PLAINPLAIN

WHITE T’SWHITE T’S

ACROSS
1 "The proof __ the
pudding"
5 Mouse catchers
9 Percussion
instrument
13 Grand home
15 Parade spoiler
16 Days of __;
long-ago times
17 Exceedingly
18 James Bond's
specialty
20 Word with lift
or mask
21 Tupac Shakur's
music
23 Red wine
24 Damp
26 Actress
Basinger
27 Applies a coat
of color
29 __ of; lacking
32 Ironically
33 Terrify
35 __ goo gai pan;
Chinese dish
37 "Hamlet" or
"Pygmalion"
38 Motel features
39 __ on; goad
40 Command to
Fido
41 Gladden
42 Sphere of the
world
43 Wally Cleaver's
brother
45 Pie bottoms
46 "__ air mail"; old
postal term
47 Portals
48 Moral values
51 __ tree; in a
pickle
52 Covered with
frost
55 Like diseases
with cures
58 Gallant
60 Sour
61 Hammer's
target
62 Beauty shop
63 Unit of
farmland

64 Touches lightly
65 Some wines

DOWN
1 Late radio/TV
host Don
2 Vaccine
developer Jonas __
3 Frighten; bully
4 And not
5 Inched along

6 Community coll.
degrees
7 __ over; topple
8 Popular candy
bar
9 Energetic
person
10 Lion's cry
11 Egg on
12 Come together

14 Once-in-a-blue-
moon event
19 Shade of green
22 Mule's father
25 Roy Orbison's
"__ the Lonely"
27 Boston
orchestra
28 Wing it
29 Valley
30 Out of the
question
31 Mistrust
33 Fly high
34 Portable bed
36 Mineral
deposits
38 Agreeable
39 Insult
41 Boot out
42 Responses to a
corny joke
44 Fly a plane
45 Police officer
47 Knights' fights
48 Singer __
James
49 __ II; Gillette
razor
50 Hamburg man
53 Oaf
54 Hankerings
56 Lamb's cry
57 Back talk
59 Boatman's item

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Jacqueline E.
Mathews

SUDOKU
By The Mepham Group

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit, 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit sudoku.org.uk.

Tribune Media
Services

For answers to the crossword and
Sudoku puzzles, see page A3.

Rush hour traffic is rarely
kind, but motorists traveling
on the 405 Freeway near
Costa Mesa Monday eve-
ning had an even bigger
hassle to contend with after
a trash truck caught fire,
closing lanes for several
hours.

Costa Mesa Fire & Rescue
Battalion Chief Chris Coates
said a fire broke inside a
commercial waste disposal
truck shortly after 5 p.m.
while the vehicle was trav-
eling northbound on the
freeway, near the Bristol Av-
enue exit.

Crews arriving on scene
had to take special precau-
tions to extinguish the
flames from the vehicle, op-
erated by Universal Waste
Systems, Inc., because the
truck was powered by com-
pressed natural gas, which
can be highly explosive in
certain conditions, accord-
ing to Coates.

“Firefighters simulta-
neously worked to extin-
guish the fire while ensuring

there was no excessive hear
on or near the GNG tanks,”
he said Tuesday.

Because of the location of
the fire, the bulk of which
appeared to be between the
cab and the collection area,
crews worked for approxi-
mately three hours to extin-
guish the flames and over-
haul the fire, according to
Coates.

Costa Mesa fire personnel
worked with California
Highway Patrol officers to
shut down multiple north-

bound lanes of the 405 Free-
way, attempting to min-
imize the impact of the inci-
dent on surrounding traffic.

The driver of the truck
managed to escape without
injury, Coates said, and no
other injuries were reported.
Universal Waste Systems ul-
timately responded to the
scene and towed the vehicle
off the freeway to a nearby
yard.

Trash truck fire makes mess of
405 Freeway near Costa Mesa
BY SARA CARDINE

sara.cardine@latimes.com
Twitter: @SaraCardine

Courtesy of Costa Mesa Fire & Rescue

COSTAMESA fire crews Monday battle a fire that broke out
inside a commercial waste hauler truck on the 405 Freeway.

A bat found last week
near the pickleball courts
at the Fountain Valley Ten-
nis Center tested positive
for rabies, according to the
Orange County Health
Care Agency.

The bat was found at
about 10:30 a.m. on
Wednesday.

County health officials
are calling for residents to
be alert and avoid contact
with all bats, which are
commonly identified every
year in Orange County. In a
news release issued Sat-
urday, the agency asks
those who may have had
contact with the bat them-
selves — or saw someone
else who did so — to call
the Communicable Disease
Control Division at (714)
834-8180 to determine the

potential risk for rabies.
Pet owners should also

talk to their veterinarians if
their pets had contact with
the animal.

According to the Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention, rabies is a fatal
but preventable disease. It
is transmitted through di-
rect contact — such as
through broken skin or
through the eyes, nose and
mouth — with saliva or
brain and nervous system
tissue from the infected an-
imal. People typically get
rabies from being bitten.

The county agency said
most human cases of ra-
bies are from bat strains of
the virus. Because bats
have small teeth, their bites
might go unnoticed.

The virus attacks the
central nervous system and
can be treated if caught

early enough after a poten-
tial exposure, but is almost
always fatal when humans
begin to show signs or
symptoms.

Residents are encour-
aged to avoid contact with
all wild animals, vaccinate
their pets, and not sleep
with open and unscreened
windows or doors. Resi-
dents who see a bat in-
doors are asked to close off
the area and contact local
animal control to remove
it, officials said.

People should also avoid
leaving pet food outside for
wild animals, immediately
wash all animal bites with
soap and water and report
all animal bites and stray
animals to OC Animal
Care.

Rabid bat found in Fountain Valley
BY LILLY NGUYEN

lilly.nguyen@latimes.com
Twitter: @lillibirds
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Legal Notices

To place an ad, go to
http://timescommunityadvertising.com/

MARKETPLACE
Legal Notices

NOTICE TO CREDITORS OF BULK SALE
(UCC Sec. 6105)

Escrow No. 22167-HY
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a bulk sale is about to
be made. The name(s), business address(es) to the
Seller(s) are: KAMBIZ NOORYANI, ROSENAZ
SHARIFI AND AZADEH JEBELLI, 7300 EAST STONE
CREEK LN ANAHEIM, CA 92808
Doing Business as: DR N WELLNESS AND LASER
CENTER
All other business name(s) and address(es) used by
the Seller(s) within three years, as stated by the
Seller(s), is/are:
The name(s) and address of the Buyer(s) is/are: AMIR
ABDI POUR AND SANAZ NABAVI, 3885 SAN
ANTONIO RD YORBA LINDA, CA 92886
The assets to be sold are described in general as:
FURNITURE, FIXTURES, EQUIPMENT, TRADE
NAME, MACHINERY, GOODWILL, LEASE,
LEASEHOLD IMPROVEMENTS AND COVENANT
NOT TO COMPETE, SUPPLIES, TELEPHONE
NUMBERS and are located at: 62 CORPORATE
PARK, STE. 145, IRVINE, CA 92606
The bulk sale is intended to be consummated at the
office of: NEW CENTURY ESCROW, INC, 500 S.
KRAEMER BLVD STE 275, BREA CA 92821 and the
anticipated sale date isOCTOBER 10, 2022
The bulk sale is subject to California Uniform
Commercial Code Section 6106.2.
The name and address of the person with whom
claimsmay be filed is:NEWCENTURY ESCROW, INC,
500 S. KRAEMER BLVD STE 275, BREA CA 92821
and the last day for filing claims shall beOCTOBER 7,
2022, which is the business day before the sale date
specified above.
Dated: 9/8/22
BUYERS: AMIR ABDI POUR AND SANAZ NABAVI
1181872-PP DAILY PILOT 9/22/22
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CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS

the cost of additional offi-
cers.

Councilman Glenn Gran-
dis disclosed he operates
short-term rentals in Big
Bear and Palm Desert. He
said code enforcement per-
sonnel costs about $100,000
per person, according to
conversations he’s had with
people familiar with short-
term rentals and code en-
forcement in Big Bear.

“The problem that I see is
we don’t have the enforce-
ment capability like they do
in Big Bear,” Grandis said.
“In Big Bear, they have four
full-time code enforcement
people. They work nights,
they work weekends. In or-
der for us to do it in Foun-
tain Valley, we would need
the same thing.”

Dozens of people packed
the council chambers to
weigh in on the issue, with
some watching from out-
side the door. There was
significant public pressure
to vote down short-term
rentals, as the majority of
the roughly 40 speakers on
the item voiced their oppo-
sition to the practice, ex-
pressing concerns related
to noise, parking, privacy
and safety.

Some speakers also railed
against the argument that
tourists would boost local
businesses, saying that
those staying in the short-
term rentals were more
likely to head to neighbor-
ing cities to visit beaches
and theme parks.

Councilman Ted Bui
asked Police Chief Matt
Sheppard how officers in-
tervene when residents call
about nuisance behavior
occurring at a short-term
rental.

“I heard here several
times tonight that [the pub-
lic] witnessed or were sub-
jected to behavior that is a
nuisance, and that they
have not called the police
when they wish they would
have called the police,”
Sheppard said. “I wish they
would call the police be-
cause we can go out, and
we can assist with curbing
that behavior.”

Mayor Patrick Harper
noted a desire to prioritize
residents over businesses.

“I’m not against short-
term rentals, in general, but
I just don’t think they’re
right for Fountain Valley,”
Harper said. “I am sympa-
thetic to the hosted method
— maybe those could be
considered on a case-by-
case basis. If there’s a hard-
ship or somebody has a

particular situation they
want to apply for, we can
consider that, but I think
the most reasonable thing
to do would be to ban the
rentals and also develop
some sort of enforcement
mechanism to make sure
that we enforce the ban.”

Several nearby cities, in-
cluding Costa Mesa, Hunt-
ington Beach and Irvine,
have not permitted short-
term rentals.

Since the municipal code
did not expressly permit
short-term rentals, city offi-
cials had taken the position
that those operating short-
term rentals were doing so
illegally. The city collects
transient occupancy tax at
a rate of 9%, and Grandis
vowed once again to hold
those who had not paid the
tax accountable.

“I now want to make sure
we tackle the back taxes
owed,” Grandis said. “I
don’t want that to just slip
through. It really just bo-
thers me, and I think we
need to put up an ordi-
nance that states some-
thing that we’re going after
them. We need to come up
with a policy, and I want it
to be really strict and
strong.”

Continued from page A1
RENTAL

andrew.turner@latimes.com
Twitter: @AndrewTurnerTCN

port that was released July 6
as potentially violating two
state codes related to con-
flict of interest.

Additionally, the City
Council will evaluate the
possibility of seeking reim-
bursement for payments
made to Greenberg Gross
following Williams’ hiring
by the firm in January 2021
in the middle of the age dis-
crimination case.

The City Council voted to
recuse the city attorney’s of-
fice from the proceedings
after the hiring of the inde-
pendent counsel. Council-
woman Kim Carr added an
amendment requiring the
scope of the work be dic-
tated by City Manager Al
Zelinka, not Gates.

City staff’s initial recom-
mendation was that Zelinka
and Gates would work to-
gether throughout the proc-
ess.

“I just want to make sure
that nobody can make the
allegation that there’s any
partiality there,” Council-
woman Rhonda Bolton
said. “I just don’t want to go
down this path again. We’re
still dealing with a review of
what happened within the
office. It’s not personal to
you,” she said to Gates, “but
I think that the best practice
is that the city attorney’s of-
fice be recused.”

Mayor Barbara Delgleize
was even more direct.

“Suppose something
happens and it infers you,”
she said, addressing Gates.
“Then what do we do?”

Gates responded that he
didn’t want it intoned that
he was responsible for any
wrongdoing.

“None of these [recom-
mendations] present a con-
flict of interest,” he said. “I
haven’t spoken with Mr.
Williams since he resigned
... the fact that I knew him
in the past doesn’t present a
conflict of interest.”

Williams left the city at-
torney’s office in December
2020 during the age-dis-
crimination case to work for
Greenberg Gross — the firm
the office had hired to work
on the case — and contin-
ued working on the case
there.

Lawyer Craig Steele, the
city attorney for Seal Beach
and Monrovia who wrote
the RWG report, found po-
tential conflict in that ac-
tion.

“Mr. Williams’ decision to
negotiate for employment

with Greenberg Gross while
he was a public official, and
while Greenberg Gross was
lawyer for a party in which
Mr. Williams was participa-
ting personally and sub-
stantially as the city’s law-
yer, raises the possibility
that he also violated Califor-
nia Rule of Professional
Conduct 1-11,” Steele wrote.

At the direction of the
council, Steele submitted a
still-pending inquiry to the
California Fair Political
Practices Commission for
an investigation of Williams’
actions.

Williams responded in an
email to the Daily Pilot on
Wednesday.

“This politically driven ef-
fort by the City Council to
question the legitimacy of
my work is disheartening,
to say the least,” he said.
“Huntington Beach is my
hometown. It was a privi-
lege to represent the city
and its many employees in
numerous, high-profile law-
suits. Throughout my ten-
ure at the city, and then at
Greenberg Gross, I always
acted with the best interests
of the city in mind. My work
on the lawsuit at issue was
conducted with full trans-
parency, and performed at
the express direction of
those in charge.”

Gates, meanwhile, had
other fish to fry during pub-
lic comments at Tuesday’s
meeting. His challenger for
the city attorney seat this
November, Scott Field, was
one of the speakers. Field
and Neal Moore are the two
former lawyers in Gates’ of-
fice who sued him and the
city, alleging age discrimi-
nation.

Field said during public
comments that he was run-
ning because of “the gross
corruption and misman-
agement” revealed in the re-
port, tying Gates to
Williams’ alleged actions.

Another speaker was An-
aheim Assistant City Atty.
Leonie Mulvihill, who
served as senior deputy city
attorney in Huntington
Beach from 2001 to 2009 be-
fore becoming Newport

Beach’s assistant city attor-
ney from 2009 to 2017. Mul-
vihill said she had filed a
complaint with the Califor-
nia State Bar against Gates.

“I am struck by the fact
that the City Council’s re-
port has been assailed by
the city attorney by way of
multiple statements blasted
on social media,” Mulvihill
said. “The ensuing com-
mentary, which has been
encouraged by the city at-
torney, in my opinion has
become a distraction to the
election this year, especially
as to the applications of the
state bar rules of profes-
sional conduct, as de-
scribed in the report ...
These rules of professional
conduct address conflicts of
interest, special conflicts of
interest that apply to gov-
ernment officials and the
special rules that apply to
organizations as clients.”

Gates noted in an inter-
view Wednesday that Mulvi-
hill was on the Huntington
Beach charter revision com-
mittee this year and voted
to change the city attorney
position from an elected to
an appointed one.

“It doesn’t surprise me
that she’s filing a false claim
with the state Bar,” he said.
“It’s just more drama which
is going to prove to exoner-
ate me again. She and Scott
Field both made wild accu-
sations against me that do
not appear in the report ...
Because it’s campaign sea-
son, the speakers are mak-
ing these wild accusations
against me.”

In his report, Steele said
he found no evidence that
Gates, the city attorney’s of-
fice nor Greenberg Gross
had broken the law in han-
dling the age-discrimi-
nation case. Yet, he was not
complimentary of Gates’
actions in the case, calling it
“unusual” that the city at-
torney’s office managed the
outside counsel in the case,
essentially, against itself.

“Although the city attor-
ney has said he ‘abstained’
from the litigation as city at-
torney, he participated di-
rectly in ways ... that blurred

the important line between
his personal interests as an
individual defendant in a
lawsuit and the city’s inter-
ests as its chief legal officer,”
Steele wrote.

Gates said the comments
of Field and Mulvihill are
defamatory and he is going
to be speaking with an at-
torney.

“These false statements
seek to harm my profes-
sional legal reputation,” he
said. “This is beyond poli-
tics. This is injuring some-
body’s ability to provide for
their family ... Scott Field
used the word ‘corruption’
and the report, even though
it tried to drag me through
the mud at times, it ended
up saying I didn’t do any-
thing wrong, I didn’t break
any laws. It said things
could have been handled
better, but it did not find
any wrongdoing.”
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SCOTT
FIELD, right,
filed an age
discrimination
case against
Michael Gates,
left, and the
city, which was
settled last year
for $1.5 million.



A4 THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2022 DAILY PILOT WWW.DAILYPILOT.COM

On Wednesday after-
noon, 1,415 students at UC
Irvine set the new Guinness
world record for the largest
game of red light/green
light.

An official counter from
the organization verified the
results shortly after what
was about a 15-minute
game. Willamette University
in Salem, Ore., set the previ-
ous record of 1,203 partici-
pants in 2015.

Students cheered,
screaming the university’s
official battle chant, “Zot!
Zot! Zot!” when the an-
nouncement was made and
a certificate was handed
over to campus spirit com-
missioners who helped or-
ganize the event.

Looking to break world
records is a longtime cam-
pus tradition, though the
last such effort was made
back in 2018 when the Asso-
ciated Students of UC Irvine
organized a game of bal-
loon tag. ASUCI president
Sarah Semaan, a fourth-
year philosophy and earth
system sciences major, said
the intent was to kick off
this new school year with
tradition that was new to
many students, including
herself.

“I think [red light/green
light] made a really big
resurgence because of
“Squid Game,” I’m not go-
ing to lie,” said Semaan,
laughing as students
shouted “Zot” behind her.
“A lot of us, when we were
kids, used to play that game
as well. So in the spirit of

having something that ev-
eryone would kind of know
how to play, we chose red
light/green light ... It’s really
rewarding to see how many
people turned out to show
their school spirit.

“I know it’s a little cringey,
and UCI isn’t particularly
known for its school spirit,
but I think this year is really
different. I see a lot of peo-
ple this year who are really
willing to just let go of that
conception of ‘Oh, I’m too
cool for this’ and just really
have fun and play the
game.”

Semaan organized the
event with Connie Nguyen,
vice president of student
services, and professional
staff.

Nguyen said organization

for the event started in July
and said all the welcome
week events were directed
and run by different com-
missions within ASUCI.

“My campus spirit com-
missioners Eduardo [Bar-
bero] and Leah [Beastrom]
are just really on top of it.
Our professional staff had
to work here with Guinness
to figure out what’s the best
possible world record that
we could break,” said Ngu-
yen. “Once we found that
out, we were able to adver-
tise it, find all the decora-
tions, set up student speak-
ers and all other speakers.”

The online notice for the
event said about 2,198 peo-
ple were registered to at-
tend. Nguyen said she knew
not everyone who regis-

tered would come, but the
fact they were able to bring
out more than half of that
number meant the students
were excited to accomplish
something together.

“It’s a really beautiful
thing, honestly,” said Ngu-
yen. “It’s really nice to be
able to work with a lot of
students and meet with a
lot of students that are so
excited to be Anteaters.”

Second-year student
Prinz Sabate said he heard
about the game through In-
stagram and decided it was
a “once in a lifetime” oppor-
tunity to be a part of setting
a world record.

Sabate said he joined the
game at the last minute and
said that while he managed
to get halfway through the

cordoned-off play area, he
didn’t quite manage to
reach Peter the Anteater by
the time the game ended.

“The competitive spirit in
me — I was trying to race
my way through to the
front, but no luck,” said
Sabate.

Mya Huetter, an ecology
and evolutionary biology
major, said she started at-
tending UC Irvine in 2020
when classes were com-
pletely online because of
the pandemic.

“Honestly, all of my
friends wanted to do it and I
never got the chance to do
it before so I thought it’d be
a super fun opportunity to
do it this year,” said Huetter.
“I think I won? I got to give
[Peter] a high five, so I think
I finished. I just thought the
[game] was super fun. Ev-
eryone was super hyped ... I
think it’s really special.

“I feel like my first two
years — first year, com-
pletely online. Last year was
like a hybrid, so it’s super

awesome I’m finally getting
to have that real college ex-
perience the second half of
my time here.”

Matthew Banuelos, a sec-
ond year in electrical engi-
neering, agreed.

Banuelos said he heard
about the game from his
dormmates on Tuesday, all
of whom came out to par-
ticipate on Wednesday with
him.

With the university’s col-
ors — yellow and blue —
painted on his cheeks, he
said he wanted to check it
out.

“Last year, I didn’t feel like
we had much school spirit. I
remember the only thing
we really did was a grunion
run, and that was the only
time I really felt like, ‘Oh,
I’m really part of this
school,’” said Banuelos. “So,
the fact that we could do
this, it’s fun. It makes me
proud to be an Anteater.”

Photos by Kevin Chang | Staff Photographer

UC IRVINE students celebrate as they gather for a group photo after setting a record with a
total of 1,415 people for the Guinness World Records’ largest game of red light/green light.

CAMPUS SPIRIT co-commissioners Eduardo Barbero,
center, and Leah Beastrom, second from left, hoist the
official Guinness World Records certificate on Wednesday.
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Newport Harbor outside
hitter Anabel Kotzakov
starred with 31 kills and
four block assists, as the
Sailors defeated Laguna
Beach 25-16, 22-25, 25-23,
26-24 on Tuesday in a Surf
League match on the road.

Laine Briggs contributed
13 kills for Newport Har-
bor (10-4, 1-1), while Malia
Thorne also hammered
out 11 kills. Drue Coberly
distributed 34 assists to go
with eight digs, and Tegan
Glenn supplied 13 assists
and 12 digs.

Eva Travis paced the
Breakers with 25 kills, add-
ing 15 digs and four block
assists. Laguna Beach (10-
13, 0-2) plays host to Los
Alamitos (18-6, 1-1) on
Thursday.

Newport Harbor travels
to league-leading Hunt-
ington Beach (22-2, 2-0)

Thursday to cap the first
half of league play. The
Oilers earned a 25-23, 25-

23 win over the Sailors in
the Dave Mohs tourna-
ment.

Costa Mesa 3, Saddle-
back 0: Rosey Madriaga
dished out 23 assists to go
with eight service aces, as
the Mustangs swept the
Roadrunners on Tuesday
in an Orange Coast League
match at home.

Costa Mesa (8-6, 4-2),
will playshost to Calvary
Chapel (8-13, 5-1) on
Thursday.

GIRLS’ GOLF
Costa Mesa 248, Calvary

Chapel 258: Junior Sydney
Ngo carded a one-over-par
36 to lead the visiting Mus-
tangs past the Eagles on
Monday in an Orange
Coast League match at
Willowick Golf Course.

Costa Mesa improved to
4-4 overall and 4-3 in
league.

Westminster 256, Es-
tancia 272: Leeann Hong

paced all competitors in
shooting a round of 47 for
the victorious Lions on the
par-35 Mesa Linda course
at Costa Mesa Country
Club on Monday.

Estancia dropped to 5-5
overall and 5-2 in the Or-
ange Coast League.

GIRLS’ TENNIS
Corona del Mar 12,

Manhattan Beach Mira
Costa 6: Sophia Andrei-
Birca, Emilie Lew and
Polina Briggs each won a
pair of singles sets for the
Sea Kings in Tuesday’s
nonleague match on the
road.

Cate Montgomery and
Lauren Jones won twice at
No. 1 doubles for CdM
(6-1), ranked fourth in the
CIF Southern Section Divi-
sion 1 coaches’ poll.

The Sea Kings suffered

their first loss of the season
against third-ranked Mater
Dei, 11-7, last Thursday.

Sage Hill 10, Beckman
8: Junior captain Arden
Stobart swept in singles for
the Lightning in their Pa-
cific Coast League opener
Monday at Beckman High.

Senior co-captains Kana
Byrd and Ava Herin swept
in doubles for Sage Hill
(7-0), the top-ranked team
in the Division 3 poll.

BOYS’ WATER POLO
Laguna Beach 15, San

Clemente 12: Diego Aude-
bert scored seven goals for
the Breakers in their non-
league triumph Tuesday at
Laguna Beach High.

Cade Anderson added
three goals for Laguna
Beach (7-4), ranked No. 9
in Division 1.

— From staff reports

HIGH SCHOOL ROUNDUP

Newport Harbor girls’ volleyball earns first league victory

Don Leach | Staff Photographer
NEWPORT HARBOR’S Anabel Kotzakov (18), shown
playing against Mission Viejo in November 2021, had 31 kills
to lead the Sailors to their first Surf League win with a 25-16,
22-25, 25-23, 26-24 victory over Laguna Beach on Tuesday.

and said “the court has
the discretion at this
point, and perhaps the re-
sponsibility,” to ask them
to continue deliberations.
Both Deputy Dist. Atty. Ja-
nine Madera and Dang’s
lawyer, Ricardo Nicol, said
the level of uncertainty
they expressed, even after
spending nearly a week
going over the facts of the
case, was unusual.

The defendant was de-
scribed as a middleman in
a sports betting operation
run by the victim. At some
point, gamblers Dang had
vouched for amassed a
combined debt of about
$60,000, which Ho held
him responsible for, mul-
tiple witnesses said over
the course of five days of
testimony.

The victim told Dang to
meet him with the money
"... or else you can’t blame
me for what happens to
you,” in a text message the
morning before the shoot-
ing. The defendant told
his best friend, 34-year-
old Midway City resident
Casey Ngo, that he only
had $2,000 at the time,
and asked him to ride in
his car with him to the lo-
cation Ho had chosen.

They parked in a back
lot, out of view of where
Dang and Ho met. The
victim arrived in an Es-
calade, and the defendant
got into its passenger side.
Less than a minute later
he was seen getting back
out and running from the
scene in footage captured
by surveillance cameras.

As Dang fled, Ho stum-
bled out of the passenger
seat and then collapsed
onto a nearby patch of

grass. Bystanders and first
responders tried to save
him, but he died six days
later in a hospital.

The victim’s sister,
Monique Ho, was among
several of his relatives
who have been present in
court almost every day of
the trial. She denied her
brother was the head of a
gambling operation and
said it has been heart-
breaking to hear people
characterize him as a
criminal.

“I’m not mad [at Nicol],
it’s his job,” Ho said. “But
for him to say my brother
was a bad person is
painful. My brother is al-
ready 6 feet under; there’s
nobody who’s going to
speak for him.”

She described her
brother as a peacekeeper
in their family who would
help mediate drama be-
tween their siblings. She
said he cared for his
elderly father by bathing
him, taking him to ap-
pointments and picking
up groceries for him every
weekday morning. He
would also bring attention
to people in need in his
native Vietnam and
helped raise money via
social media to build wells
and purchase a wheel-
chair for someone who
couldn’t afford it.

Dang said he and the
victim had been working
together for about eight
years, and they would
take thousands of dollars
in bets on a weekly basis.

“It’s in the Jury’s hands
now,” Ho said. “But either
way, whatever they de-
cide, I want people to
know who my brother
was.”
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spark conversations that
could save lives. They will
remain lit through Sat-
urday.

Light Up Hope OC is an
initiative of the Orange
County Health Care
Agency, whose Mental
Health and Recovery Serv-

ices Division has helped
coordinate events and
workshops centering on
suicide prevention and re-
ducing the stigma of men-
tal health issues.

Health officials remind
residents to look for some
of the signs a loved one
may be considering sui-
cide, including giving away
possessions, engaging in
reckless behavior, in-

creased drug and alcohol
use or sudden mood
changes and signs of anxi-
ety, agitation and hope-
lessness.

“Suicide is preventable,
and there is hope for those
who are struggling,” Dr.
Veronica Kelley, who heads
the county’s mental health
and recovery efforts, said
in a statement. “Please
reach out and use the tools

to help a loved one you
may be concerned about.”

In addition to a new toll-
free National Suicide Pre-
vention Lifeline — available
by dialing or texting 988 —
resources are available at
suicideispreventable.org.

For more, visit LightUp
HopeOC.com.

Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

HUNTINGTON BEACH’S Lifeguard Tower Zero was illuminated in teal and purple lights Tuesday as part of a initiative led
by the Orange County Health Care Agency to raise awareness of the preventability of suicide.
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