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After a March 3 rain-induced hillside col-
lapse in Newport Beach’s Dover Shores
neighborhood caused the evacuation of
three houses — including one that on
Thursday had to be demolished — all eyes
are on Galaxy Drive.

That’s where sprawling homes sit precari-
ously perched atop a slope overlooking a
portion of Upper Newport Bay where sensi-
tive species have been known to live and
where human activity is largely prohibited.

Gov. Gavin Newsom’s office in late Febru-
ary declared a state of emergency to support
storm response and relief efforts in 13 coun-
ties across California ravaged by recent win-
ter storms. The announcement came days
before the Newport Beach slope degraded.

On Tuesday, the state widened the geo-
graphic footprint of the emergency to in-
clude Orange County, granting a request
from the county’s Board of Supervisors to
extend relief and resources to Newport
Beach, along with the storm-damaged cities

of Laguna Beach, Seal Beach and San Clem-
ente.

District 5 Supervisor Katrina Foley, who
initially requested the inclusion be consid-
ered, said she went out Sunday to survey the

damage at Dover Shores and was concerned
by what she saw on the 1900 block of Galaxy
Drive.

Photos by Susan Hoffman

AWORKER Thursday sprays water to control dust clouds as a home at 1930 Galaxy Drive in Newport Beach is demolished.

House demolished on
bluff where landslide hit
The hillside behind a Newport
Beach home on Galaxy Drive
had completely deteriorated
earlier this month, leaving the
property too dangerous to enter.
BY SUSANHOFFMAN

See Landslide, page A6

THE HILLSIDE behind a home at 1930 Galaxy Drive in Newport Beach was covered Sunday
in anticipation of further rain damage. The house was demolished Thursday.

One day after another of the four
remaining founding cities of the Or-
ange County Power Authority an-
nounced it might leave the Commu-
nity Choice Energy program, the util-
ity’s board mulled improvement
strategies during a meeting Wednes-
day in Irvine.

Buena Park Mayor Art Brown on
Tuesday night agendized a with-
drawal from OCPA for the next
Buena Park City Council meeting on
March 28.

Irvine and Huntington Beach re-
main tenuously in the organization,
at least for now. Irvine Councilwom-
an Kathleen Treseder, vice chair of
the OCPA Board of Directors, has
backed off calls for the city to leave
the agency.

Irvine is not only a founding mem-
ber, but gave OCPA a loan of more
than $7 million to help get the green
energy program off the ground.

Treseder said after Wednesday’s
meeting that she continues to be-
lieve that OCPA should remove its
chief executive, Brian Probolsky, but
she is more positive about the agen-
cy’s general direction.

“Once we started interacting with
the new board, most of the board
members are very reasonable and I
think have similar goals to Irvine,”
said Treseder, a science professor at
UC Irvine. “So, I am optimistic that
we’re going to be able to reach those
goals ... I had a very hard timeline
[for removing Probolsky] at the be-
ginning of this, but I was willing to
loosen that a bit, because I could see
the board is making good progress
toward that. It just takes a while to
hire the general counsel. I want to
make sure we do it right.”

Huntington Beach City Council-
man Casey McKeon, who has been
on the OCPA board since January,
said Wednesday he is hopeful that he
will be able to review energy con-
tracts by next week. That will allow

OCPA
plans for
changes
following
audits
A draft improvement plan
was outlined by a former
state auditor Wednesday,
as another city considers
pulling out of the utility.
BYMATT SZABO

See OCPA, page A3

The man prosecutors call the
mastermind of a 2016 escape by
three inmates from the Orange
County jail in Santa Ana was
convicted Thursday of felony
counts of escaping custody and
car theft.

Jurors, however, acquitted
Hossein Nayeri, 44, of kidnap-
ping during a carjacking and
other lesser-included offenses of
simple kidnapping, carjacking
and false imprisonment.

Sentencing was scheduled for

March 24. Nayeri is already im-
prisoned for life without the
chance of parole for his role in
the sexual mutilation of a mari-
juana dispensary owner in a kid-
napping-extortion scheme. He
was in custody awaiting trial in
that case when the jail escape
occurred.

Nayeri’s co-defendant in the
escape, Bac Tien Duong, 50, was
convicted in April 2021 and sen-
tenced to 20 years in prison in
July. Duong, who was in custody
at the time of the escape in an

Irfan Khan | Los Angeles Times

ORANGE COUNTY SHERIFF investigators check out the roof of
Central Men’s Jail from where three inmates escaped in 2016.

Felon convicted in
2016 escape from
Orange County jail
BY PAUL ANDERSON
CITY NEWS SERVICE

See Escape, page A3

Laguna Beach will be imple-
menting additional traffic safety
measures and street lighting
along Glenneyre Street following
a study of the roadway that runs
parallel to South Coast Highway.

The assessment covered the
stretch of Glenneyre Street from
its downtown intersection at For-
est Avenue to Calliope Street to
the south.

Recommendations included
additional street signage and
striping for uniformity, as well as
added lighting at intersections.
The City Council unanimously
voted to proceed with imple-
menting the recommendations
after reviewing the findings of
the report from a traffic engineer.

Over a 10-year period from
2012 to 2021, there were 105 traf-
fic collisions reported on Glen-
neyre, including 32 broadside ac-
cidents and 17 involving pedes-

trians. Eight of the collisions in-
volving pedestrians occurred at
night.

Laguna to boost traffic safety
measures on Glenneyre Street

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

LAGUNA BEACH plans to improve traffic safety along Glenneyre
Street. Several side street crosswalks were recommended, including at
the Brooks Street intersection, seen above.

The city will add more
crosswalks, pedestrian
warning signage and
street lighting following
a traffic safety report.
BYANDREWTURNER

See Safety, page A6

DOHENY STATE BEACH IN
DANA POINT PAGE A5

ST. PATRICK’S DAY
OBSERVERS WARNED TO
LEAVE THEIR CAR KEYS AT
HOME PAGE A5

STATE OF EMERGENCY
DECLARED IN ORANGE
COUNTY AS NEWPORT
BEACH BREAKS RAINFALL
RECORD PAGE A2

SEWAGE SPILL CLOSES

ALSO FROM THE DAILY PILOT:

Scott Smeltzer



A2 FRIDAY, MARCH 17, 2023 DAILY PILOT WWW.DAILYPILOT.COM

DISCOVER UNIQUE GIFTS
FOR LOVED ONES
(OR YOURSELF).

Give a special edition magazine to the movie buff in your life. Or, treat yourself to that

California Person tote you’ve had your eye on. With apparel, accessories and collectibles

from our historic archive, there’s something for everyone.

Explore it all.

shoplatimes.com

ACROSS
1 Lid
4 Bridal path
9 European peaks
13 Amazes
15 Sink outlet
16 Apple discard
17 Actor Richard
18 “Nothing __!”;
adamant refusal
19 Tap the horn
20 Give in
22 Diamond men
23 Defaces
24 As hard __ rock
26 Ice cream
portions
29 Evolves
34 Is a
breadwinner
35 Check recipient
36 Cauldron
37 Finds a total
38 Loathed
39 New Zealander
40 Golfer Trevino
41 Bad habits
42 Not as coarse
43 Overexerted
45 Bishops’
accessories
46 Night spot, for
most
47 Add a tweet
48 “__ deal!”;
words of
agreement
51 Necessary
56 Lean
57 Perch
58 Per—n &
Mendes
60 Board game
61 Terra firma
62 Web surfer’s
stop
63 Group of bison
64 Gown
65 Drops on the
grass

DOWN
1 Luggage __;
suitcase ID

2 Is indebted
3 Nation north of
Chile
4 Venomous
snakes
5 Actor Jeremy
6 Uttered
7 Out of __;

misbehaving
8 Carved letters
9 Not imaginary
10 Weaving device
11 Stage item
12 __ sail; leaves
shore
14 Homilies

21 Knocks
25 Behold
26 Whiskered
swimmers
27 West Point
pupil
28 Tell the waiter
what you want
29 Obsolete
30 Peepers
31 State one’s
views
32 Might
33 Mixes with a
spoon
35 Rate of speed
38 Obstructed
39 Poker pools
41 Compete
42 Clenched hand
44 Lessened
45 Calendar pages
47 Nuisances
48 Reason to
scratch
49 Scrabble piece
50 Speak
unclearly
52 Zoom skyward
53 __ as a boil
54 Rarin’ to go
55 Overdue
59 Stitch

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Jacqueline
E. Mathews

SUDOKU
By the Mepham Group

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit, 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit sudoku.org.uk.

Tribune Media
Services

For answers to the crossword and
Sudoku puzzles, see page A5.

A new rainfall record was
set in Newport Beach on
Wednesday, ousting the old
record set almost a century
ago, according to the Na-
tional Weather Service.

About 2.6 inches of rain
fell in Newport Beach on
Wednesday, breaking the
previous 24-hour rainfall
record of 1.5 inches set in
1930.

“It has been one of the
more wetter winters, espe-
cially compared to the last
couple of years,” said mete-
orologist Casey Oswant
with the National Weather
Service in San Diego. “The
past three winters have not
been very rainy, but when
we get into the winter of
2019, Anaheim, for example
... was quite rainy with their
annual total at 25.35 inches,
with much of that rain fall-
ing between December and
March. So far this calendar
year, we’re looking at 13.93
inches for Anaheim.”

In Newport Beach, the
city has recorded 11.3 inch-
es of rain so far this calen-
dar year, compared to the

annual average during the
same period of around 6
inches.

Oswant noted 2019 was
the wettest winter in recent
memory.

This winter’s storms have
caused about $1.6 million
in damage to the Seal
Beach Pier and destroyed a
lifeguard tower in Laguna
Beach, according to a state-
ment by representatives for
Orange County Supervisor
Katrina Foley. The storms
also caused the partial col-
lapse of a Dover Shores res-
idence that was demolished
Thursday and a landslide in
San Clemente on Wednes-
day.

The Orange County
Board of Supervisors de-
clared a state of emergency
on Tuesday in response to
the winter weather, and
Gov. Gavin Newsom ex-
panded his state of emer-
gency to include Orange,
Alpine and Trinity counties
that same day, meaning
that 43 of the state’s 58
counties are now under the
declaration. U.S. Rep. Mike
Levin (D-San Juan Capi-
strano) also requested

Wednesday that Orange
County be included in the
federal emergency declara-
tion announced last Friday.

Oswant said rain is ex-
pected to return in the early
part of next week. Much of
the rain is expected to fall
on Tuesday, potentially into
Wednesday, though the
timing is unclear.

“Right now, it looks dry,
but we can’t completely
rule anything out for the
end of March, like the last
week of March,” Oswant
said. “Our rainiest months
are December, January,
February, March. Once we
get into April, climatologi-
cally, it’s going to be less
likely that we’ll see rain.”

This weekend is expected
to remain fairly dry with
some sunshine coming
through Friday and Sat-
urday afternoons. Highs on
Saturday are forecast to
reach the low 70s for parts
of inland Orange County
and the mid-60s on the
coast, with lows across the
county in the low 50s.

Allen J. Schaben | Los Angeles Times

AN AERIAL VIEW of four cliff-side, ocean-view buildings that were evacuated and tagged
after heavy rains brought on a landslide in San Clemente on Wednesday.

Newport sees new rainfall
record as O.C. added to
state disaster declaration
BY LILLY NGUYEN

lilly.nguyen@latimes.com
Twitter: @lillibirds
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BUY NOW!

By Charlie Oh
Directed by Chay Yew

Jenn, Michelle and Joey look back at the summer of 1972, when their Korean
American family piled into the Buick for an All-American road trip.

Recommended for Ages 14+

AHeart-WarmingComedy

Get ready for the time of your life with this hilarious and deeply personal tribute to
the playwright’s mother, deliciously portrayed by the person who knows her best—her son.

Recommended for Ages 16+

HONORARY PRODUCERS

Talya Nevo-Hacohen & Bill Schenker

HONORARY PRODUCERS

The Playwrights Circle

Written and performed byMichael Shayan
Directed byMoritz von Stuelpnagel
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MEDIA PARTNERS

April 23 – May 14

CULTURAL PARTNER

attempted murder case, resolved
that case as well when he was
sentenced.

Co-defendant Jonathan Tieu,
27, is awaiting trial in connection
with the escape. Tieu was in cus-
tody in a murder case, but jurors
in his trial deadlocked. A retrial
was scheduled, but he was re-
ferred to juvenile court, where he
was ultimately convicted of as-
sault with a deadly weapon be-
cause a change in state law re-
defined liability in murders and
Tieu was not considered a major
participant in the gang-related
killing.

The trio escaped from Central
Men’s Jail Jan. 22, 2016. Authorities
said that with the help of Loc Ba

Nguyen, a longtime friend of
Duong’s, the three inmates were
able to obtain supplies they
needed to escape. They sawed
through obstacles, wriggled
through an air vent in the dormi-
tory-style housing and worked
their way through plumbing tun-
nels to the roof of the jail. They
then rappelled down with make-
shift ropes, and Nguyen picked
them up and drove them to a
contact of Duong’s in Westmin-
ster.

They called unlicensed cab
driver Long Ma, who took them
first to motels in Rosemead and
later San Jose, where Duong and
Nayeri got into a fight. Duong de-
cided to part ways and brought
Ma back with him to Orange
County and surrendered on Jan.
29. The next day, Nayeri and Tieu
were arrested in San Francisco.

Nguyen pleaded guilty in June
2017 for his role aiding the in-
mates in the escape and was sen-
tenced to a year in jail, but he
served his time in home confine-
ment because he said he had a
stroke on his sentencing date.

In closing arguments of Nay-
eri’s trial Wednesday, Deputy Dist.
Atty. David McMurrin argued that
Nayeri masterminded the break-
out.

The prosecutor argued that 537
pages of phone usage records
point to Nayeri as the master-
mind. The three inmates used
smuggled-in phones to document
the escape and to aid in it after
they broke out, McMurrin said.

The phones showed evidence
of searches for how to send mon-
ey internationally, McMurrin said.

Nayeri testified he got money
sent to him by family in Iran.

After Duong later surrendered,
Nayeri used his phone to look up
a news report on it, McMurrin
said.

McMurrin also referred to a vi-
deo the escapees created in a mo-
tel room after the escape, showing
Duong putting a cigarette out on
his shoulder, allegedly at the di-
rection of Nayeri.

“It shows a dynamic,” McMur-
rin said. “He’s saying to Mr.
Duong, are you loyal to me? Are
you going to step in line? Did I
save your life?”

The prosecutor also disputed
Nayeri’s claim that none of the
crew had a gun, saying that a cab
driver the trio kidnapped, Ma,
“was held at gunpoint in an aban-
doned parking lot, forced to hand
over his wallet and phone.”

He scoffed at the claim that Ma
willingly went along with the es-

capade.
“A willing person at that time

who didn’t even know they were
escapees,” McMurrin said of Ma,
who was ordered to turn over his
Honda Civic, wallet and phone to
the escapees. “It wasn’t in the
news yet.”

McMurrin showed jurors pho-
tos of facial injuries Duong suf-
fered in a motel room fight with
Nayeri, saying that when Duong
ultimately surrendered to author-
ities, it showed he “would rather
be in custody and turn himself in
than be with that man (Nayeri).
It’s also reasonable to conclude he
didn’t want to get beat anymore.

“They all had a role to play but
Nayeri was the planner, and Mr.
Duong had his connections,’’ Mc-
Murrin said, adding that Tieu was

Continued from page A1
ESCAPE

See Escape, page A5

him to make an informed deci-
sion about the financial implica-
tions of Surf City possibly selling
the contracts to exit the Southern
California Edison alternative.

“We’re in a seller’s market, so
I’m optimistic that the contracts
will show that we bought [the en-
ergy] for a cheaper price than
what they’re selling it for on to-
day’s market,” McKeon said. “But
without seeing them, I can’t make
that claim yet.”

He added that OCPA’s resource
adequacy remains a concern of
his. The California Public Utilities
Commission requires utility pro-
viders to essentially buy extra
power for adequate resources to
protect the grid, particularly in
the summer months.

Last year, the Public Utilities
Commision assessed OCPA a fine
of more than $1.9 million for fail-
ing to deliver its required resource
adequacy, according to an Orange
County Grand Jury investigation.

On Wednesday, board mem-
bers listened to an energy markets
update from Kirby Dusel of Public
Energy Advisors.

“The picture he painted was
that in the next two or three years,
it’s going to be very challenging to
buy enough energy to meet the
resource adequacy requirement,”
McKeon said. “They’re not pro-
ducing enough energy.”

Board members also heard a
draft improvement plan presenta-
tion from former California state
auditor Elaine Howle. Howle, now

a member of Balance Public Rela-
tions, helped OCPA officials come
up with a response following
three audits that raised questions
about the organization’s manage-
ment, contracting practices and
transparency.

One key change is the in-

creased presence of a community
advisory committee, which will
hold regular meetings and have a
member present at each subse-
quent OCPA board meeting.

In terms of transparency, a
complete refresh of the website is
underway to highlight what the
organization does and how it

benefits the community. Also by
May, an oversight committee that
includes members of the board
will begin meeting regularly.

OCPA continues to actively
recruit from a power resources di-
rector.

The state audit, released Feb.
28, stated that the pattern of
OCPA contracting practices “that
were neither competitive nor ac-
countable to the board’s oversight
poses a risk to the organization.”

OCPA officials responded with
a statement that partially said
they didn’t believe the state audi-
tors fully understood the intrica-
cies of the contracts.

On Feb. 7, a letter from a coali-
tion of more than 20 organiza-
tions dedicated to climate and so-
cial justice stated the need to re-
place Probolsky, the chief execu-

tive, as soon as possible. State
Sen. Dave Min, whose district in-
cludes much of coastal Orange
County and Irvine, also has pub-
licly called for Probolsky to step
down or be fired.

Signers of the letter included
Ayn Craciun, the Orange County
policy manager for Climate Ac-
tion Campaign, who called into
Wednesday’s meeting.

“OCPA’s situation could not be
more dire,” Craciun said during
public comments. “This agency is
on life support, and it is this
board’s responsibility to take swift
action to remove the root cause of
so many of the failures.”

Continued from page A1
OCPA

Photos by Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

THE ORANGE COUNTY Power Authority board considered
improvement strategies during a meeting Wednesday in Irvine.

HUNTINGTON BEACH
Councilman Casey McKeon
attends the OCPA board meeting.

matthew.szabo@latimes.com
Twitter: @mjszabo

VICE CHAIR
of the Orange
County Power

Authority
board

Kathleen
Treseder
attends

Wednesday’s
meeting in

Irvine.

“We’re in a seller’s
market, so I’m
optimistic that the
contracts will show
that we bought [the
energy] for a
cheaper price than
what they’re selling
it for on today’s
market, but without
seeing them,
I can’t make that
claim yet.

Casey McKeon
Huntington Beach Council member

and OCPA board member



A4 FRIDAY, MARCH 17, 2023 DAILY PILOT WWW.DAILYPILOT.COM

714-966-5777

Vinyl RecordsWanted
$$$ Top cash paid

4 all or part of collection.
Jazz, Classical,

Psychedelic, Blues
949-933-6777 Mike

Miscellaneous
Merchandise
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CITY OF COSTAMESA
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Costa Mesa
Planning Commission will hold a public hearing at
City Hall Council Chambers, 77 Fair Drive, Costa
Mesa, California and virtual locations on Monday,
March 27, 2023 at 6:00 PM, or as soon as possible
thereafter, to consider the following item:
Application No.: PA-21-37
Applicant/Agent: 2146 Newport Blvd. LLC/Sean
Maddocks
Site Address: 2146 Newport Boulevard, Units C & D
Zone: Local Business District (C1)
Description: Planning Application 21-37 is a
request for a Conditional Use Permit to allow a retail
cannabis storefront and delivery use in an existing
2,883-square-foot tenant space within a single-
story, multiple-tenant commercial building located
at 2146 Newport Boulevard, Units C and D. The
proposed use would be subject to Costa Mesa’s
Cannabis regulations, conditions of approval, and
State Cannabis regulations. For additional
information, please visit the City’s website at
www.costamesaca.gov/cannabis.
Environmental Determination: The project is
categorically exempt from the provisions of the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) per
CEQA Guidelines Section 15301 (Class 1), Existing
Facilities.
Additional Information: For more information, call
(714) 754-5245, or email
planninginfo@costamesaca.gov. Planning Division
staff are available from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM Monday
through Thursday and alternating Fridays, except
specified holidays. All interested parties may submit
comments to the Planning Commission in regard to
this application. Please refer to the Planning
Commission meeting agenda for instructions
regarding how to participate in the meeting. The
Planning Commission meeting agenda and staff
report will be posted online 72 hours prior to the
meeting at:
https://costamesa.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx.
Members of the public may submit comments via
email to PCPublicComments@costamesaca.gov.
Comments received by 12:00 PM on the date of the
meeting will be provided to the Planning
Commission, made available to the public, and will
be part of the meeting record. Any written
communications, photos, PowerPoints or other
materials for distribution to the Planning
Commission must be 10 pages or less and
submitted to the City NO LATER THAN 12:00 PM
on the day of the hearing via email or submitted to
the Planning Department on a flash drive, or mailed
to the Planning Department. All materials, pictures,
PowerPoints, and videos submitted for display at a
public meeting must be previously reviewed by staff
to verify appropriateness for general audiences. No
links to YouTube videos or other streaming services
will be accepted. A direct video file will need to be
emailed to staff prior to each meeting in order to
minimize complications and to play the video
without delay. The video must be one of the
following formats: .mp4, .mov, or .wmv. Only one
file may be included per speaker for public
comments. Please note that materials submitted by
the public that are deemed appropriate for general
audiences will not be redacted in any way and will
be posted online as submitted, including any
personal contact information. If you challenge this
project in court, you may be limited to raising only
those issues you, or someone else raised, during the
public hearing or in written correspondence
submitted to the City, during or prior to, the public
hearing.

Notice of Public Sale
Pursuant to the California Self Service Storage Facility
Act (B&P Code 21700 ET seq.) The undersigned will
sell at public auction on Friday March 24, 2023 at 3:00
pm. Personal property including but not limited to
furniture, clothing, tools and/or other household
items located at: The sale will take place online at
www.selfstorageauction.com.
Rafael Pacheco Garcia
Dima V Brown
Dima V Brown
Mohammad D Azizi Club Motor Cars LLC
Jayme B Clark
Leslie G Rutherford
Jesus Araiza
Judith Marion Clapp
All sales are subject to prior cancellation. All terms,
rules and regulations are available online at
www.selfstorageauction.com. Dated this March 10,
2023 and March 17, 2023 by Irvine Self Storage, 2960
Main St, Irvine, CA, 92614 (949) 851-7900
3/10, 3/17/23
CNS-3677493#
DAILY PILOT

Notice of Public Sale
Pursuant to the California Self Service Storage Facility
Act (B&P Code 21700 ET seq.) The undersigned will
sell at public auction on Friday March 24, 2023 at 1:00
pm. Personal property including but not limited to
furniture, clothing, tools and/or other household
items located at: The sale will take place online at
www.selfstorageauction.com.
Laura A Mayr
Laura A Mayr
Laura A Mayr
Sarah M Denkler
Sarah Dankler
All sales are subject to prior cancellation. All terms,
rules and regulations are available online at
www.selfstorageauction.com. Dated this March 10,
2023 and March 17, 2023 by Costa Mesa Self Storage,
3180 Red Hill Ave, Costa Mesa, CA, 91745 (714) 966-
9901
3/10, 3/17/23
CNS-3677491#
DAILY PILOT

Notice of Public Sale
Pursuant to the California Self Service Storage Facility
Act (B&P Code 21700 ET seq.) The undersigned will
sell at public auction on Friday March 24, 2023 at 1:30
pm. Personal property including but not limited to
furniture, clothing, tools and/or other household
items located at: The sale will take place online at
www.selfstorageauction.com.
Derrick Rodriguez
Collette Parker
Elham Alavi
Edwin Ramiro Rodriguez
Ciara Kunze-Kind
All sales are subject to prior cancellation. All terms,
rules and regulations are available online at
www.selfstorageauction.com. Dated this March 10,
2023 and March 17, 2023 by Woodbridge Self Storage
, 5020 Barranca Pkwy., Irvine, CA, 92604 (949) 857-
4900
3/10, 3/17/23
CNS-3677503#
DAILY PILOT

Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices
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Mark’s Painting &
Handyman Service
714-222-3055

Wood Restoration Specialist

Licensed & Bonded
C-33-#967860

NOTICE OFADOPTION
OFORDINANCE NO. 1685

BYTHE CITYOF LAGUNABEACH CITY COUNCIL
NOTICE IS HEREBYGIVEN that on March 7, 2023,
the City Council of the City of Laguna Beach adopted
Ordinance 1685:

AN ORDINANCE OFTHE CITYOF LAGUNA
BEACH FOR EXTENSION OFAN URGENCY

ORDINANCE OFTHE CITYOF LAGUNABEACH,
CALIFORNIA, ADDING CHAPTER 25.95 TO
THE LAGUNABEACHMUNICIPALCODE

REGULATING SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL
ONEAND TWO-UNIT DEVELOPMENTS
AND URBAN LOT SPLITS PURSUANT TO
CALIFORNIA SENATE BILL 9 (SB 9)

WHEREAS, on September 16, 2021, Governor
Gavin Newsom signed into law Senate Bill 9 (SB 9),
which became effective on January 1, 2022, adding
Government Code Sections 65852.21 and 66411.7, and
amending Government Code Section 66452.6; and
WHEREAS, SB 9 requires jurisdictions allow for
certain one- or two-unit housing developments and
urban lot splits to be approved ministerially in single-
family residential zones;
WHEREAS, SB 9 allows local agencies to impose
objective zoning, subdivision, and design review
standards in compliance with Government Code
Sections 65852.21 and 66411.7;
WHEREAS, the City of Laguna Beach, pursuant to the
provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) (California Public Resources Code Sections
21000 et seq.) and State CEQA Guidelines (Title 14
the California Code of Regulations, Sections 15000 et
seq.) has determined that this Ordinance is exempt from
the provisions of CEQA because this Ordinance is not
considered a “project” pursuant to Government Code
Section 65852.21(j) and Government Code Section
66411.7(n);
WHEREAS, the City desires to amend its local
regulatory scheme to comply with Government
Code Sections 65852.21, 66411.7, and 66452.6 to
appropriately regulate projects governed by SB 9;
WHEREAS, on March 15, 2022, the City Council
unanimously adopted an urgency ordinance for a term of
45 days (Ordinance No. 1668) adding Chapter 25.95 to
the Laguna Beach Municipal Code regulating residential
one- and two-unit developments and urban lot splits
in single-family residential zones pursuant to SB 9, as
identified in Exhibit A attached to Ordinance No. 1668;

WHEREAS, on April 26, 2022, the City Council
unanimously adopted an extension of the urgency
ordinance for a term of 10 months and 15 days
(Ordinance No. 1671);

WHEREAS, on February 21, 2023, the City Council
adopted and issued the 10-Day Report regarding

Urgency Ordinance No. 1668 in accordance with
Government Code Section 65858(d); and

WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to extend the term
of the Urgency Ordinance by 12 months as allowed by
Government Code Section 65858.

NOW, THEREFORE THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF LAGUNA BEACH DOES ORDAIN, as
follows:

SECTION 1. The foregoing recitals are true and correct
and are incorporated herein as though set forth in full.

SECTION 2. Pursuant to California Government Code
Section 65858, the Urgency Ordinance (Ordinance No.
1668) is extended for 12 months by a four-fifths vote
based upon the finding set forth in Section 3.
SECTION 3. Urgency Findings. The adoption of this
Ordinance is necessary to preserve the public health,
safety, and welfare to facilitate the orderly implementation
of Senate Bill 9 related to housing developments and
urban lot splits by ensuring that objective local zoning,
subdivision and design standards are in place to implement
the new state law in order to preserve the single-family
character of neighborhoods in the City to the greatest
extent allowable under the new state law.
SECTION 4. The City Council does hereby determine
or find that Zoning CodeAmendment 22-0286 is exempt
from the requirements of the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Government Code
Section 65852.21(j) and Section 66411.7(n) because
it is not considered a “project” under Division 13
(commencing with Section 21000) of the Public
Resources Code. The City Council directs staff to
prepare and file with the County of Orange Clerk a
notice of exemption within five (5) working days of the
adoption of this ordinance.
SECTION 5. Severability. If any portion of this
Ordinance is found to be unenforceable, each such
provision shall be severed, and all remaining portions of
this Ordinance shall be enforced to the maximum extent
legally permissible.
SECTION 6. The City Clerk shall certify to the passage
and adoption of this Ordinance and shall cause the same
to be published in the manner required by law in the City
of Laguna Beach.

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED at a regular
meeting of the City Council of the City of Laguna Beach on
this 7th day of March, 2023, by the following vote, to wit:
AYES: COUNCILMEMBER(S):
Orgill, Rounaghi, Weiss, Kempf, Whalen
NOES: COUNCILMEMBER(S): None
ABSENT: COUNCILMEMBER(S): None
/s/ Bob Whalen, Mayor
ATTEST:
/s/ Ann Marie McKay, City Clerk

CITY OF COSTAMESA
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Costa Mesa
Planning Commission will hold a public hearing at
City Hall Council Chambers, 77 Fair Drive, Costa
Mesa, California and virtual locations on Monday,
March 27, 2023 at 6:00 PM, or as soon as possible
thereafter, to consider the following item:
Application No.: PA-21-39
Applicant/Agent: Glynis Ablon/Brandon Banks
Site Address: 770 W 19th Street
Zone: Local Business District (C1)
Description: Planning Application 21-39 is a
request for a Conditional Use Permit to allow a
retail cannabis storefront and delivery use within
an existing 1,933 square-foot single-story
commercial building located at 770 W 19th Street.
The proposed use would be subject to Costa
Mesa’s Cannabis regulations, conditions of
approval, and State Cannabis regulations. For
additional information, please visit the City’s
website at www.costamesaca.gov/cannabis.
Environmental Determination: The project is
categorically exempt from the provisions of the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) per
CEQA Guidelines Section 15301 (Class 1), Existing
Facilities.
Additional Information: For more information,
call (714) 754-5245, or email
planninginfo@costamesaca.gov. Planning Division
staff are available from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM
Monday through Thursday and alternating Fridays,
except specified holidays. All interested parties
may submit comments to the Planning
Commission in regard to this application. Please
refer to the Planning Commission meeting agenda
for instructions regarding how to participate in the
meeting. The Planning Commission meeting
agenda and staff report will be posted online 72
hours prior to the meeting at:
https://costamesa.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx.
Members of the public may submit comments via
email to PCPublicComments@costamesaca.gov.
Comments received by 12:00 PM on the date of
the meeting will be provided to the Planning
Commission, made available to the public, and will
be part of the meeting record. Any written
communications, photos, PowerPoints or other
materials for distribution to the Planning
Commission must be 10 pages or less and
submitted to the City NO LATER THAN 12:00 PM
on the day of the hearing via email or submitted to
the Planning Department on a flash drive, or
mailed to the Planning Department. All materials,
pictures, PowerPoints, and videos submitted for
display at a public meeting must be previously
reviewed by staff to verify appropriateness for
general audiences. No links to YouTube videos or
other streaming services will be accepted. A direct
video file will need to be emailed to staff prior to
each meeting in order to minimize complications
and to play the video without delay. The video
must be one of the following formats: .mp4, .mov,
or .wmv. Only one file may be included per
speaker for public comments. Please note that
materials submitted by the public that are deemed
appropriate for general audiences will not be
redacted in any way and will be posted online as
submitted, including any personal contact
information. If you challenge this project in court,
you may be limited to raising only those issues
you, or someone else raised, during the public
hearing or in written correspondence submitted to
the City, during or prior to, the public hearing.
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Health officials have
closed access to parts of
Doheny State Beach after
roughly 4,000 gallons of
sewage spilled onto the
beach in Dana Point on
Wednesday.

The spill came from a
main city sewer line in San
Juan Capistrano, accord-
ing to the Orange County
Health Care Agency. The
closure extends 3,000 feet
around the spill site at the
mouth of San Juan Creek
at the beach in Dana
Point, according to offi-
cials.

The area will remain
closed to swimming, surf-
ing and diving until fol-
low-up tests show the wa-
ter meets acceptable
standards.

Orange County Supervi-

sor Katrina Foley’s office is
monitoring the situation
and asked the community
to stay clear of the area.
Due to the recent rainfall,
landslides closed a section
of Pacific Coast Highway
in Dana Point and an area
behind four apartment
buildings in San Clemente,
Foley said in a written
statement.

“We remain ready to
mobilize our resources to
make our waters safe for
our communities and
wildlife,” Foley said.

For information regard-
ing Orange County’s
ocean, bay or harbor clo-
sures, call (714) 433-6400
or visit the HCA website.
To report a sewage spill,
call (714) 433-6419.

Sewage spill closes Doheny State Beach in Dana Point

Nathan Solis is a reporter for
the Los Angeles Times.

BYNATHAN SOLIS

Allen J. Schaben
Los Angeles Times

A SURFER
stands on the
breakwater at
Doheny State
Beach in 2022.
The beach is
currently closed
following a
sewage spill.

Police this week urge
those who want to celebrate
St. Patrick’s Day with a drink
or two to let someone else
give them a ride to and
from festivities and will be
fielding extra patrols on the
lookout for drunk drivers.

Between 2016 and 2020,
287 people were killed in
crashes involving drunk
drivers on or around St. Pat-
rick’s Day, according to the
National Highway Trans-
portation Safety Adminis-
tration.

In 2020, 11,654 people
died in DUI-related crashes.
That averages to one person
killed every 45 minutes.

“Leave your keys at home
and plan ahead before you
celebrate St. Patrick’s Day,”
Seal Beach Police Chief
Michael Henderson said.
“Designate a sober driver,
schedule a ride share or
make other plans to get
home safely if you plan to
consume alcohol.”

Each year, police in Costa
Mesa, Huntington Beach,
Newport Beach, Seal Beach

and communities through-
out the country increase
their presence on the street
in hopes of deterring drunk
drivers or getting them off
the road before a potential
tragedy.

About one-third of all fa-
tal crashes reported on St.
Patrick’s Day in 2020 in-
volved alcohol.

NHTSA officials advised

partygoers to make ar-
rangements for a sober ride
home and to look out for
others who might not be fit
to drive. They also re-
minded designated drivers
that it’s their responsibility
to get people home safely
and noted that alcohol is
not the only substance that
can impair a driver.

— Eric Licas

BRIEFLY IN PUBLIC SAFETY

Extra patrols expected to be
on the lookout for drivers
celebrating St. Patrick’s Day

Jared Gase

SEAL BEACH Police Chief Michael Henderson advises St.
Patrick’s Day observers to leave their car keys at home.

the “muscle.”
The three took Ma along

with them after the escape
because they needed to use
his ID to check in to motels
and had him fetch money
wired to them, McMurrin
said.

The prosecutors said
Nayeri “couldn’t let Ma go
and call police. He didn’t
consent. He wasn’t a willing
participant.”

Ma testified during the
trial that he did not take ad-
vantage of multiple oppor-
tunities to ask for help be-
cause he was afraid of the
men.

Nayeri’s attorney,
Michael Goldfeder, tried to
portray Duong as the
mastermind of the escape,
saying he roped in his long-
time friend, Loc Ba Nguyen,
to help the three smuggle in
materials used in the es-
cape and then pick them
up when they broke out.

“That’s who the master-
mind is. Bac Duong,”
Goldfeder said.

Ma was contacted be-
cause he was known in the
Vietnamese community for
his cab driving services,
Goldfeder said.

Goldfeder emphasized
Ma’s “inconsistent’’ testi-
mony in the trials of Duong
and Nayeri. When Ma testi-
fied two years ago in

Duong’s trial he had an im-
munity agreement with
prosecutors that shielded
him from implicating him-
self, Goldfeder noted.

“When you’re not telling
the truth it’s hard to re-
member what you said,”
Goldfeder said. “That’s why
things are all over the map.”

The defense attorney
said Ma has told investiga-

tors he was threatened with
the gun in the car and later
testified it was outside the
car.

Goldfeder claimed Ma
got $5,500 from the es-
capees.

“Not bad for a few days of
work,” the attorney said.

Continued from page A3
ESCAPE
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“I think it’s a lot of pedestrians
getting hit, from my perspective,”
Councilman Alex Rounaghi said.
“I think one is almost too many.
… I think Glenneyre should be a
place that’s really accessible for
pedestrians because the alterna-
tive is PCH. It’s way better there.
… I feel like I kind of want us to

almost have a paradigm shift in
how we’re thinking about this
road.”

With the exception of Forest Av-
enue, the remaining intersections
in the report were deemed not to
have met the city standard for
lighting. Mayor Bob Whalen
asked about the possibility of
adding lighting on the side of the
road.

“That is an option we could
look at,” Director of Public Works

Mark McAvoy said. “We would
just need to look for electrifica-
tion, which could be through so-
lar. … Those signs that light up,
there’s a little more to the signs
and the posts that they sit on. We
would have to analyze that and
make sure they would fit.

“That’s certainly an option,
though it does add another light
source at night, which may or
may not be received well, but they
are pretty effective.”

A traffic engineer recom-
mended the installation of cross-
walks parallel to Glenneyre Street
at four intersections: St. Ann’s
Drive, Anita Drive, Oak Street and
Brooks Street. Additional pedes-
trian warning signage was also
suggested at all two-way stop in-
tersections along the route.

“That’s actually the main rec-
ommendation from the report is
that there’s consistency to the
driver, so that you recognize, ‘Oh,

this is a stop sign intersection,’”
McAvoy said. “Then you get to
one today that looks very similar,
and you feel like you need to stop.
That’s based on the characteris-
tics, so by us being consistent and
making these modifications, that
should improve because the
driver should recognize [when to
stop].”

Continued from page A1
SAFETY
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neighbors. It’s the last thing you’d
want to happen to anyone.”

Stabilization improvements are
not uncommon for residents liv-
ing on the bluff. Records provided
by the city indicate that the
homeowner at 1950 Galaxy sub-
mitted a request in 1992 for a
geotechnical report as the result
of a backyard “bluff failure.” A
neighbor living at 1942 Galaxy was
included in the investigation after
having reported a similar failure.

The report that was later issued
referenced early geotechnical
work done in 1982 to respond to
the “slumping” of the slope some-
time shortly after the houses were
built. One year later, multiple per-
mits were pulled for the installa-
tion of “minipiles” — high-
strength steel bars drilled into
bedrock to provide additional
foundation stability — on both
properties as well as 1958 Galaxy
Drive.

Those installations were fol-
lowed up with retaining walls,
hillside grading and slope repair,

The hillside behind a home at
1930 Galaxy had completely dete-
riorated, leaving one corner of the
structure unsupported, causing it
to be red-tagged as too dangerous
to enter. On Thursday, under still-
cloudy skies, a hulking excavator
began the work of tearing down
the property, its steel tracks
crushing over wood and roofing
tiles.

Houses on either side of the de-
molished property, whose occu-
pants were also forced to evacu-
ate after the landslide, were yel-
low-tagged following the incident,
meaning homeowners could en-
ter to collect belongings but could
not stay on the premises.

“I’m concerned if we don’t get
resources in here to build up that
hillside, we could see a catastro-
phe,” Foley said Tuesday of the re-
maining properties on Galaxy
Drive.

“If these three homes fall, a cas-
cading effect may happen to the
50 other homes on the bluff, and
we must be prepared in case that
happens.”

HISTORIC HILLSIDE TROUBLES
Developed for residential use

by the Irvine Co. in the 1960s, Do-
ver Shores and the surrounding
acreage that skirts the bay are
places where homeowners, with
help from civic engineers and
state agencies, have long battled
the elements.

One Galaxy Drive resident, who
lives a few houses up from the
scene and declined to give her
name, said the land around her
home and two others on the
street was previously stabilized by
caissons drilled deep into the hill-
side. She expressed cautious opti-
mism that those efforts would
provide some security following
the landslide.

“I think we’re fortunate,” the
resident said. “We feel bad for our

soil engineering and construction
permits in a stabilization effort
that took three years to complete.

CITY CREWS SURVEY THE
DAMAGE

During a March 8 inspection of
the scene, Newport Beach geolo-
gist and engineer Sergio Gutierrez
explored the hillside encompass-
ing the five homes between 1930
and 1958 Galaxy Drive as part of
the geological investigation into
the collapse.

“I’m looking for tension cracks
and surficial slope failures — sur-
face slumps that are characteristic
that the soil is creeping,” he said,
adding that V-ditches running
along the bottom of the hillside
needed to be maintained. “What’s
problematic is to see water run-
ning through cracks, like tension
cracks.”

Newport Beach Councilman
Erik Weigand, who lives nearby
and visited the site multiple times
following the March 3 incident,
watched firsthand as generator-

powered pumps diverted storm
water away from a nearby storm
drain, which was not fully opera-
tional during the slide, and di-
rectly into the Back Bay.

“Utilities staff has been there
24/7, ensuring that the pumps
were working properly,” Weigand
said, praising the city’s swift re-
sponse.

“From sourcing the equipment
necessary to have staff present
[day and night] shows dedication
to the community.”

PROTECTING RESOURCES,
SECURING RESOURCES

The hillside beneath Galaxy
Drive, part of the Upper Newport
Beach Ecological Reserve, falls
under the jurisdiction of the Cali-
fornia Department of Fish &
Wildlife and runs right up to the
property lines of the homes built
there, according to CDFW spokes-
man Tim Daly.

Daly said the department was
monitoring potentially shifting
soil on the slope, in part, by em-

ploying a drone to get a clearer
picture of how far debris has
moved.

“We’re working with the home-
owner and any contractor
brought in to allow emergency ac-
cess to our property as needed
and with CDFW’s prior review,”
he said in a March 9 interview.

Foley was hopeful the county’s
inclusion in the governor’s storm
state of emergency would free up
resources that could help in the
rebuilding process in Newport
Beach and other impacted mu-
nicipalities.

“A city in crisis cannot declare
an emergency and get resources
from the governor’s office. The
county has to make that request,”
she said Tuesday. “I just hope we
can get some resources out here,
rebuild the hill and help save
these families’ homes.”

Staff writer Sara Cardine con-
tributed to this report.

Susan Hoffman

THE FIVE homes to the right of 1930 Galaxy Drive, left, are part of a geological slope failure investigation being conducted by Newport Beach.
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