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Petey the Surf Dog is a West Highland
White terrier who turns 5 in August.

Trainer Kay DeLoach put him on a surf-
board before his first birthday. That’s what
you do in Huntington Beach, right?

DeLoach and Petey are both locals. After
a big victory Friday, Petey made Surf City
proud.

He won the small dog title at the 27th
annual Purina Pro Plan Incredible Dog
Challenge Western Regional surf dog com-
petition at Huntington State Beach.

Koa, a 10-year-old female Labrador from

Carlsbad, won the large dog title.
This is the first victory in his hometown

for Petey. DeLoach said she has entered
him in the Huntington Beach event a few
times, but he had never made the podium
until now.

“A lot has to do with the waves,” she said
of her 18-pound bundle of joy. “He’s a very
confident dog, and he likes it. If we’ve got
good waves, he’ll surf well.”

Petey did so in the event, held south of
Brookhurst Street. He advanced to the fi-
nals after qualifying with a good perform-
ance in a 10-minute preliminary heat.

Petey edged Carson, a terrier mix from

Long Beach, in the small dog final. Dogs
are judged on the length of their ride, wave
size, confidence and style.

DeLoach is proud that Petey, a rescue
dog, won. She oversees Westie Rescue of
Orange County, an organization that has
placed more than 650 dogs, she said.

Koa, meanwhile, stayed excited through-
out the competition. She would bark pro-
fusely, even during her rides.

Koa beat Derby, a 12-year-old gold-
endoodle from San Diego that’s retiring
from surf dog competitions after this year,

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

PETEY, AWEST HIGHLAND terrier, keeps his balance as he crashes through the whitewater during the 27th annual Purina Pro Plan
Incredible Dog Challenge Western Regional surf dog competition at Huntington State Beach on Friday.

Huntington Beach surf dog
Petey surfaces as a champion

See Champion, page A5

BYMATT SZABO

Fountain Valley officials have decided
to extend a contract with City Net, al-
though not without concerns about the
growing visibility of the city’s unhoused
population and the effectiveness of the
homeless outreach and engagement
service provider.

The city established a partnership
with City Net in March 2022, seeking to
interface with its homeless individuals
with a goal of connecting them to the
healthcare system and getting them into
housing. After some deliberation, the
City Council on Tuesday approved a
one-year extension for $377,000, renew-
ing the contract through June 2025.

Discussion on the dais painted a pic-
ture of mixed results. The vote on the
extension passed 4-1, with Council-
woman Kim Constantine dissenting. At
one point, Mayor Glenn Grandis asked
if the services could continue on a
month-to-month basis. He later enter-
tained the possibility of postponing a
vote before it became clear the item had
majority support.

Contract
to serve
homeless
in F.V.
extended
The city will extend its
contract with City Net, an
outreach and engagement
service provider, for another
year at a cost of $377,000.

See Contract, page A5

BYANDREWTURNER

In drafting an inclusionary housing
ordinance, requiring builders of certain-
sized developments in Costa Mesa to
set aside a percentage of affordable
units for low-income tenants, city offi-
cials seemed to have excluded one im-
portant factor — the law’s applicability.

This point was brought up by City
Councilwoman Arlis Reynolds on Tues-
day, when the panel was set to pass the
ordinance in a routine second reading,
capping off a series of public hearings
and discussions over how, where and to
what extent affordability might be man-
dated.

Reynolds pulled the item from the
meeting’s consent calendar, expressing
a desire to further discuss an April 2
unanimous vote in support of the ordi-
nance, also a second reading of the
item, establishing 50 units as the
threshold by which the ordinance
would be applied.

From there, projects with a density of
60 units per acre would be required to
offer either 10% for low-income tenants
or 5% for very-low-income, while less
dense proposals would have to set aside
6% as low-income units or 4% for very-
low-income tenants.

“That’s one of the items that felt par-
ticularly arbitrary,” Reynolds said of the
50-unit threshold, adding that only 48%
of the areas defined as “housing oppor-
tunity sites” in the city’s housing ele-
ment could support projects large
enough to trigger the affordability law.

See Housing, page A4

Affordable
housing
ordinance a
tough build
BY SARA CARDINE

Dozens of young vendors will
be selling items this weekend to
raise funds for Witte Hall, the
lecture hall now under con-
struction next to the Newport
Beach Central Public Library.

The Beyond Books Kids’
Marketplace will be set up be-
tween the library’s Friends
Room and Bamboo Courtyard
from 2 to 4 p.m. tomorrow. The
youngsters will be on site with

their families selling goods
they’ve made by hand, includ-
ing jewelry, slime kits and a
host of other offerings.

Each child will oversee a 3-
foot-long display table where
they’ll sell their goods in ex-
change for tickets that will be
sold to shoppers for $1 each.

All booths — including not
only hand-crafted items but
baked goods and carnival

Courtesy of the Newport Beach Public Library Foundation

A CONCEPTUAL DRAWING for the exterior of the proposed
Newport Beach Library Lecture Hall project.

Kids raise funds for
Witte Hall tomorrow
BY LILLY NGUYEN

See Kids, page A4

The Rivian South Coast The-
ater will host an LGBTQ+
Pride-themed night of short
films and a panel discussion
on Saturday evening.

Since the renovated venue
reopened in December, it has
become both a showroom for
Rivian vehicles and an event
space for the community.

Saturday’s event, “Adventure
with Pride,” represents a col-
laborative effort between the
theater and Laguna Beach
Pride 365 to bring a cultural
celebration to town. The pro-
gramming is scheduled to run
from 6 to 9 p.m.

The event is free and open to
the public. Those interested in

attending can visit lagun-
abeachpride.org/events to
RSVP.

“I think there’s a lot of peo-
ple that feel that this is a big
step forward for our presence,
particularly with Laguna
Beach Pride, but with the
LGBTQ community to have
something that is this nice,”
said Craig Cooley, president of
Laguna Beach Pride 365.

“I really appreciate the ven-
ue and what Rivian is doing to
facilitate and support a com-
munity that, in my mind, is
doing everything right —
whether it’s the environment,
whether it’s entertainment and
culture, and fairness and diver-

Rivian Theater event celebrates Pride Month

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

RIVIAN SOUTH Coast Theater is partnering with Laguna Beach
Pride 365 for a themed night of short films and a panel on Saturday.

BYANDREWTURNER

See Pride, page A4
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Create A Relaxing Retreat
The Palm Desert Collection

FASHION ISLAND - NEWPORT BEACH
VISIT OUR EXPANDED NEW SHOWROOM

Below The Lot, across from Anthropologie
949.706.9928 I tbfurniturenewport.com

HOME FURN I SH ING S I HOME DÉCOR I OUTDOOR L I V I NG I DE S I GN S ERV I C E S

Tim Floyd, an assistant
principal Marina High
School, will be taking on
the mantle of principal at
the campus, according to
an announcement issued
Friday by the Huntington
Beach Union High School
District.

Floyd will step into the
role vacated by Morgan
Smith, who at the end of
the school term became
the district’s new director
of certificated human re-
sources.

Floyd brings 16 years of
experience within the dis-
trict to his new job. He be-
gan his career in 2008 as a
teacher at Edison High
School, becoming an ad-
ministrator seven years lat-
er. From 2015 to 2021 he
served as assistant princi-
pal of guidance, curricu-
lum and instruction at
Huntington Beach High
School.

In the fall of 2021 he was
named assistant principal
of guidance at Marina
High, which serves about
2,000 students in grades 9

through 12, according to its
school accountability re-
port card for the 2023-24
school year.

“I am thrilled and hum-
bled to move into the role
of principal at Marina High
School,” Floyd stated in the
news release. “Having col-
laborated extensively with
former principal Dr. Smith
and Marina’s administra-

tion and leadership teams,
I look forward to a seam-
less transition, continuing
to build upon our recent
achievements and uphold
Marina’s tradition of excel-
lence.

“During my time at Mar-
ina I have been continually
inspired by the dedication,
talent, and enthusiasm of
our staff and students. Our

staff is dedicated to em-
bracing innovative ideas
and empowering our stu-
dents to become leaders
and change-makers in our
community and beyond.
With a steadfast focus on
delivering relevant, rig-
orous, and engaging in-
struction, expanding our
CTE programs, promoting
our arts programs, and
continuing to excel in pro-
ducing championship ath-
letic teams, it’s hard to not
get excited about the future
at Marina.”

Carolee Ogata, deputy
superintendent of human
resources, stated in the re-
lease that district officials
are enthusiastic about
Floyd’s promotion.

“Tim embodies a leader
who focuses on student
growth and achievement,
collaboration, and commu-
nication,” Ogata said. “As
an integral part of Marina’s
administration over the last
three years, he has em-
braced what it means to be
a Viking.”

New principal named at Marina High

Courtesy of the Huntington Beach
Union High School District

TIM FLOYD, a longtime educator within the Huntington
Beach Union High School District, has been named
principal at Marina High School.

BY LILLY NGUYEN

lilly.nguyen@latimes.com
Twitter: @lillibirds

A 70-year-old woman
was convicted Friday of
killing her 92-year-old
mother.

Cynthia Roberta Strange
was convicted of first-de-
gree murder for killing her
mother, Ruth Strange, on
Sept. 4, 2018, at 6812 Vista
Del Sol Drive in Hunting-
ton Beach. But jurors re-
jected special-circum-
stances allegations of mur-
der for financial gain.

Strange is scheduled to
be sentenced July 12.

“The defendant — Cyn-
thia Roberta Strange — sit-
ting right there brutally
and viciously murdered
her 92-year-old mother,”

Senior Deputy Dist. Atty.
Nick Thomo said in his
opening statement of the
trial, pointing to the de-
fendant in her wheelchair.

The victim’s other
daughter, Amy Hamilton,
arrived to pick up her
mother for a doctor’s ap-
pointment about 10 a.m.
that day, Thomo said. She
saw a small garage door
open and an inner door
leading to the house was
locked, which she thought
was suspicious.

Hamilton called police
for a welfare check when
her mother did not answer
her phone calls.

Officers asked her to stay
back while they searched
the house, and they found

a bathroom “covered in
blood” and bloody foot-
prints leading to a blood-
spattered recliner before a
sliding-glass door to the
outside patio, Thomo said.
When they checked the
backyard, they found the
victim in the swimming
pool. The cuts and lacera-
tions to the victim’s head
were deemed “superficial,”
and her death was caused
by drowning.

Strange killed her
mother to inherit money
and to avoid repaying a
debt, Thomo alleged.

In court papers, Thomo
said Strange was receiving
supplemental income
from her mother after she
told her she got divorced

from her husband. But she
never got divorced and
continued receiving ben-
efits from the U.S. Navy
service member while also
getting a profit from selling
her Oceanside home and
moving to Irvine, which
angered her mother.

On Sept. 3, 2018, Strange
went to her mother’s house
about midnight, prompt-
ing her mother to repeat-
edly try to call Hamilton,
leaving voicemails begging
for help and a call back,
Thomo said. “You have to
help me, I’m afraid,” the
victim told Hamilton in a
voicemail played for jurors.

Eventually, Ruth Strange
let Cynthia in before Ham-
ilton called her back and

threatened to call police,
so the defendant left,
Thomo said.

The day before her
mother was killed, Cynthia
Strange made several voice
requests of Google and
searched the internet for
information on topics such
as the difference between
bruises from a fall and a
punch. She sought to find
out the average age of a
woman’s death in the U.S.,
about smothering, how air
in a needle can kill some-
one and how to break
someone’s neck, Thomo
said.

After the defendant left
the house, the victim and
Hamilton spoke for about
an hour and Hamilton ad-
vised her mother to call
police the next time
Strange showed up at her
door, Thomo said.

Police made their case
against Strange with sur-
veillance video and cell-
phone tracking, Thomo
said.

On the day of the killing,
the defendant’s cellphone
did not show any move-
ment from her Irvine resi-
dence, prompting detect-
ives to think she left it
there because surveillance
video shows her about 5:32
a.m. at a Walgreens at
19581 Beach Blvd., where
she bought blue latex
gloves, Thomo said.

“She went right back to
the victim’s house,” when
the victim would be typi-
cally getting up to grab her
morning newspaper,
Thomo said.

The defendant is seen
on doorbell videos driving
in the neighborhood with
the headlights off, Thomo
said. Then the car isn’t
seen again until about 8
a.m., leaving the area.

Strange was seen at her
bank at 10 a.m. wearing
different clothes than what
she was seen wearing at
the Walgreens, Thomo
said. “After the murder, she
changed her clothes.”

When Strange went to
meet with police for ques-
tioning, she wore a sling
even though a doctor had

told her it was no longer
necessary, he said.

The defendant’s attor-
ney, Sara Ross of the Or-
ange County Public De-
fender’s Office, said Cyn-
thia Strange was a geolo-
gist, active in her senior
community where she was
known as being “kind” and
“gentle.” She said Strange
had a full shoulder re-
placement surgery shortly
before the killing and suf-
fered from arthritis in her
right wrist.

However, Ross said her
client’s sister, Hamilton,
had “two million reasons
to want her mother dead,”
referring to the money she
expected to inherit. Hamil-
ton “hates working to an
extreme,” so she relied
heavily on her mother for
income, Ross said. “She
was in significant debt,
way over her head.” The at-
torney also described her
as “abusive, aggressive,
hostile, lazy and money-
hungry.”

Prior to 2016, the two sis-
ters got along fine, but that
changed in April of that
year when Cynthia Strange
moved from Oceanside to
Irvine to be closer to her
mother, Ross said. In De-
cember of that year, Ham-
ilton got her mother to buy
a condo for her, but de-
spite the monthly income
and no house payment,
her daughter continued
racking up debt, Ross said.

“She’s in so much debt,
she starts cashing out
stock her mother gave her
a year before,” Ross said.

When Ruth Strange got
sick, Hamilton convinced
her mother that Cynthia
got her ill, Ross said. That’s
when she got her mother
to change the family trust
that was set up in by their
parents in 1992, Ross al-
leged.

The house in Hunting-
ton Beach was to be split
by the three daughters —
the oldest daughter is liv-
ing in Massachusetts —
and the rest of the estate to
be divided by the four sib-

Woman convicted of killing her 92-year-old mother

See Killing, page A4

Cynthia Roberta Strange was convicted Friday of first-degree murder for killing her
mother, Ruth Strange, on Sept. 4, 2018. Her sentencing is scheduled for July 12.
BY PAUL ANDERSON
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WAREHOUSE

S A L E

We gladly accept cash, debit cards, and major credit cards (fees apply).
All sales are final. No bags allowed inside the sale.

Shop a wide assortment of women’s luxury
apparel, accessories, yarns, fabrics, and

miscellaneous items.

17522 ARMSTRONG AVE.
IRVINE, CA 92614
(PARKING LOT)

Friday, June 28, 2024
12PM – 5PM

Saturday, June 29, 2024
9AM – 3PM

ACROSS
1 Fence part
5 Sandwich shop
9 Enlists again
14 “__ the Woods”
(Sondheim
musical)
15 Actress __
Rachel Wood
16 Publish
17 Unstable
subatomic particle
18 Washing spot
19 Aroma
20 Icy summer
treat
22 Red suit in
cards
23 “Look __
yourself”
24 Gunfighter
Wyatt
25 Soup beans
28 Mosquito bite
reaction
32 That lady
35 Early video
game company
36 Bit of footwear
37 Parka, e.g.
39 “That was __
nice!”
40 Coffee grinder
41 Choral voice
part
42 Prepared to
propose
45 Feeling blue
46 Southwest
landform
47 After-dinner
treat
49 Roe source
51 “Sleeping
Beauty” princess
55 Underside
58 Party
decoration
60 Not cool
61 Itinerary
62 ‘20s style, for
short
63 “Goosebumps”
author
64 Part to play
65 Senses of self
66 Ice
picker-uppers
67 Needed to
repay
68 Of sound mind

DOWN
1 Literary
Longstocking
2 Pungent bulb
3 Ceases
4 Throat feature
5 Downward trip
6 Wicked
7 Narrow road

8 Pen liquid
9 Choir platform
10 Avoidance of
reality
11 Manual reader
12 Fourth-down
kick
13 Tennis match
parts

21 Intention
22 Possesses
24 Upper crusts
26 Performed
terribly
27 De-wrinkling
devices
29 “__ is a test”
30 Pepsi, e.g.
31 Clasped
32 Fraudulent
scheme
33 Golf course
target
34 Food, slangily
38 Saying “Here’s
to you!”
43 Erudite
44 Factual
47 Beaver’s
building
48 Swaps
50 __ and dreams
52 Last Greek
letter
53 Scout’s mission,
for short
54 Came up
55 Head-and-
shoulders
sculpture
56 Not fooled by
57 Slender
58 Not speedy
59 Narrative
61 Paid player

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Stella
Zawistowski

SUDOKU
By the Mepham Group

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit, 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit sudoku.org.uk.

Tribune Media
Services

For answers to the crossword and
Sudoku puzzles, see page A5.

T he grand ballroom at
Balboa Bay Resort,
Newport Beach was

filled with families on a
recent Tuesday evening for
a special event

that put the
spotlight
on newly
minted
high

school
graduates.

Cellphones flashed pho-
tos in succession as triple
generations of loved ones
gathered in familial groups
in the foyer. Hugs were in
major supply, and a won-
derful nervous kind of
electric energy permeated
the massive room.

Grandparents, parents,
teachers, counselors,
friends and well-wishers
arrived to celebrate the
presentation of $150,00 in
grants from the 1221 Bal-
boa Bay Club Scholarship
program. They went to a
formidable group of 24
students from all of the

Newport-Mesa High
Schools who are destined
for higher academic goals.

Over the past 25 years,

more than $1.8 million has
been awarded, making the
1221 Balboa Bay Schol-
arships the largest private/

public scholarship fund in
the Newport Mesa commu-
nity.

John Wortmann, chair-
man of the board of Gover-
nors of Balboa Bay Club,
served as master of cere-
monies and producer. He
worked with club staff
Aaron Trent, Melanie
Hertrick, General Manager
Leticia Rice and Cindy
Racco, managing director,
in welcoming several hun-
dred guests for dinner and
the awards ceremony.

State Assemblywoman
Diane Dixon, who repre-
sents the 72nd District,
addressed the crowd with a
dose of perfect graduation
optimism, and Wortmann
read a proclamation from
the Newport City Council
praising the occasion and
creating the official Balboa
Bay Club Scholarship Day
in Newport Beach.

Newport Beach Mayor
Pro Tem Joe Stapleton was
front and center, joining
special guests and major
donors and judges from

the scholarship committee
including Devon Martin,
Carole Pickup, Michelle
Barto, Heather Dickerson,
Char Armstrong, Noel and
Kathy Hamilton, Bill
Blaine, Mark Larson, Jane
and Art Riviera, Catherine
Thyen and Mary Roose-
velt, to name only a few.

Prior to the presentation
of the 2024 awards and the
introduction of each recipi-
ent, Wortmann welcomed
Fallon Rowerdink to the
stage. Rowerdink com-
pleted her freshman year at
Princeton University and
joined her parents, Tracy
and Jeff Rowerdink, in
returning to the awards
banquet where she was
honored with a grant in
2023. The young woman,
who is studying engineer-
ing, delivered a room-
captivating address of
appreciation. The perfect
tone was set for the proces-
sion of deserving awards to
follow.

The scholarship awards
are divided into several
categories. Wortmann

emphasized that every
student was equally de-
serving. “These grants are
not awards, they are recog-
nition of excellence earned
and deserved. We are the
fortunate ones to be able to
give the recognition,” he
said.

The first segment of
scholars accepting the 1221
Balboa Bay Club Schol-
arships included Marco
Scott, Estancia High
School; Dillion Nguyen,
Rachel Laurence, Kaley
Ouyang, German Leon
and Adelaide Juelfs from
Costa Mesa High School;
Alexandra Grant, Chris-
tian Brooks, Carson Si-
monson, Kaydence Os-
good, Niels Hoffman and
Piper Blackband from
Corona del Mar High
School, and Angel Gutier-
rez and Aolani Gonzalez-
Lopez from Newport Har-
bor High School.

Following the presenta-
tion of the students, Wort-
mann announced that an

THE CROWD | B.W. COOK

Newport-Mesa graduates feted with 1221
Balboa Bay Club Scholarships

See Crowd, page A4

Photos by Niki Cram

CORONA DELMAR High School scholarship winners at the 2024 Balboa Bay Club
scholarships awards dinner in Newport Beach incude Angel Gutierrez, German Leon, Kaley
Ouyang, Marco Scott, Adelaide Juelfs, Dillon Nguyen, Alexander Grant, Rachel Laurence,
Christian Brooks, Aolani Gonzalez-Lopez, Carson Simonson, Kaydence Osgood, Niels
Hoffmann, Piper Blackband.

PINNACLE AWARDS from the Balboa Bay Club Scholarship
program went to Gavin Appeldorn and Sophia del Villar for
outstanding achievement in academics and athletics.

DR. JACOB HALEY, center, stands with 1221 Scholarship winners inside the Balboa Bay
Club, including back row, from left, Carson Simonson, Niels Hoffmann, Christian Brooks,
Kaydence Osgood, Piper Blackband and Alexander Grant.
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Mark’s Painting &
Handyman Service
714-222-3055

Wood Restoration Specialist

Licensed & Bonded
C-33-#967860

CITY OF NEWPORT BEACH
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Wednesday, July 10, 2024, at 5:00 p.m. or soon
thereafter as the matter shall be heard, a public hearing will be conducted in the Council
Chambers at 100 Civic Center Drive, Newport Beach. The Harbor Commission of the City of
Newport Beach will consider approval of the following application:

Reconfiguration of the four Beacon Bay homeowner association docks. (Application
address 20 Beacon Bay)

This project is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”) pursuant to
Section 15301 (Existing Facilities) and Section 15302 (Replacement or Reconstruction) of
the CEQA Guidelines, California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Chapter 3, because it has
no potential to have significant effects on the environment. The project will be located on
the same site and location as the structures replaced and will have substantially the same
purpose, capacity and size as the structures replaced.

All interested parties may appear and present testimony regarding this project. If you
challenge the project in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues you raised at
the public hearing or in written correspondence delivered to the City at, or prior to, the public
hearing. Administrative procedures for appeals are provided in the Newport Beach Municipal
Code Chapter 17.65. These applications may be continued to a specific future meeting date,
and if such an action occurs, additional public notice of the continuance will not be provided.

The agenda, staff reports, and corresponding documents will be available by end of business
day on the Friday preceding the public hearings, and may be reviewed at the City Manager’s
Office (Bay E-2nd Floor), at 100 Civic Center Drive, Newport Beach, California, CA 92660 or
at the City of Newport Beach website at www.newportbeachca.gov Individuals not able to
attend the meeting may contact the Public Works Department or access the City’s website
after themeeting to review the action on these applications.All mail or written communications
(including email) from the public, residents or applicants regarding an agenda item must be
submitted by 5 p.m. on the business day immediately prior to the meeting. This allows time
for the Harbor Commission to adequately consider the submitted correspondence. While
the City does not expect there to be any changes to the above process for participating in
this meeting, if there is a change, the City will post the information as soon as possible to
the City’s website.

For questions regarding the public hearing item, please contact Chris Miller, Public Works
Administrative Manager, at cmiller@newportbeachca.gov
Project File No.: HAIC2024-0002

LEGAL NOTICE

Need Transportation? Looking for a car?
Look in the Classifieds!

Fictitious Business
Name Statement

The following person(s)
is/are doing business as:
Greer’s Mom, Druann,
Made by Greer’s Mom,
Bark-Err’s by Greer’s
Mom, 3205 Nebraska
Place, Costa Mesa, CA.
92626-9262, Orange
County, Druann Louise
Greer-Cisneros 3205
Nebraska Place, Costa
Mesa, CA. 92626-9262
This business is con-
ducted by: an Individual
The Registrant(s)
Commenced to transact
business under the
Fictitious Business
Name(s) listed above
on: 05/12/2024 Signed
Druann Louise Greer-
Cisneros This statement
was filed with the County
of Orange on May 16th.
2024 20246690382
06/22,29,07/06,13/2024

Business Names

MARKETPLACE
To place an ad, go to

http://timescommunityadvertising.com/

To whom this May Con-
cern,
I’m a foreigner living in
Hunting Beach, CA over
a year ago I unfortunately
lost my middle eastern
passport. I’m writing
my plea for anyone that
might have found and
returned my passport
to the local law enforce-
ment office in Hunting-
ton Beach or surrounding
law enforcement offices.
It would be greatly ap-
preciated if anyone can
contact the Huntington
Beach police department.
I’ll check with them at
least once a week to see
if anyone has returned
my passport. Thank you
so much

Lost

Classified is
CONVENIENT
whether you’re
buying, selling,
or just looking,
classified has

what you need!
CLASSIFIED
(714) 966-4600

Vinyl RecordsWanted
$$$ Top cash paid

4 all or part of collection.
Jazz, Classical,

Psychedelic, Blues
949-933-6777 Mike

Miscellaneous
Merchandise

NOTICE OF SECOND AMENDED PETITION
TOADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
JAMES EDWARD FRANCIS,

AKA JAMES FRANCIS AND JIM FRANCIS
30-2024-01379964-PR-LA-CMC

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent
creditors, and persons who may otherwise be
interested in the will or estate, or both, of: James
Edward Francis, aka James Francis and Jim
Francis
A SECOND AMENDED PETITION FOR PROBATE
has been filed by Lisa Isola in the Superior Court of
California, County of Orange
The Second Amended Petition for Probate
requests that Lisa Isola be appointed as personal
representative to administer the estate of the
decedent.
The Second Amended Petition requests authority
to administer the estate under the Independent
Administration of Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative to take many
actions without obtaining court approval. Before
taking certain very important actions, however, the
personal representative will be required to give
notice to interested persons unless they have
waived notice or consented to the proposed action.)
The independent administration authority will be
granted unless an interested person files an
objection to the petition and shows good cause why
the court should not grant the authority.

A hearing on the petition will be held in this court
as follows:
06/27/2024 at 1:30 p.m. in Dept. CM07
located at Superior Court of California,
County of Orange
3390 Harbor Blvd
Costa Mesa, CA 92626-1554
Costa Mesa Justice Complex

NOTICE IN PROBATE CASES
The court is providing the convenience to appear for
hearing by video using the court's designated video
platform. This is a no cost service to the public. Go to
the Court's website at The Superior Court of
California - County of Orange (occourts.org) to
appear remotely for Probate hearings and for
remote hearing instructions. If you have difficulty
connecting or are unable to connect to your remote
hearing, call 657-622-8278 for assistance. If you
prefer to appear in person, you can appear in the
department on the day/time set for your hearing.

If you object to the granting of the petition, you
should appear at the hearing and state your
objections or file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance may be in
person or by your attorney.

If you are a creditor or a contingent creditor of
the decedent, you must file your claim with the
court and mail a copy to the personal representative
appointed by the court within the later of either (1)
four months from the date of first issuance of
letters to a general personal representative, as
defined in section 58(b) of the California Probate
Code, or (2) 60 days from the date of mailing or
personal delivery to you of a notice under section
9052 of the California Probate Code. Other
California statutes and legal authority may affect
your rights as a creditor. You may want to
consult with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.

You may examine the file kept by the court. If you
are a person interested in the estate, you may file
with the court a Request for Special Notice (form DE-
154) of the filing of an inventory and appraisal of
estate assets or of any petition or account as
provided in Probate Code section 1250. A Request
for Special Notice form is available from the court
clerk.

Attorney for petitioner:
Lori Silver, Esq.
Law Office of Lori Silver
187 El Dorado Street
Monterey, CA 93940
(831) 375-3030
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anonymous donor in the
dinner crowd had more
than doubled the award for
each of the winners. Ap-
plause rang out as the
students on the stage were
shocked.

The second segment of
awards, Governor’s Schol-
arships, were presented to
Tara Spas, Kaylie Tran and
Alejandro Garcia de la
Cadena, all from Estancia
High School, and Logan
Hardy from Newport Har-
bor High School.

Balboa Bay Club Schol-
arships were bestowed
upon Jack Trieu, Costa
Mesa High School; Mateo
Evans and Sophia Person
from Estancia High School,
and Kate Stake from New-
port Harbor High School.

Pinnacle Scholarships,
awarded for students
achieving the highest hon-
ors in both academics and
athletics, were awarded to
Sophia del Villar and Gav-
in Appeldorn from New-
port Harbor High School.

Each of the 24 awardees
shared a moment at the
microphone expressing
appreciation for parents,
teachers, counselors and
mentors. Impressive goals
were announced with great
enthusiasm and expecta-
tions.

The crowd enjoyed a
lavish dinner buffet created
by Balboa Bay Resort Chef
Prabeen Prathapan as
toasts of hope and promise
raised glasses throughout
the ballroom. The annual
scholarship event is a year-
long production by the
women of Balboa Bay
Club’s 1221 (the address of
club on Coast Highway),
who raise funds to make
the grants possible.

It was another milestone
night to remember for
Newport Mesa families.

Continued from page A3
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COSTAMESA High School scholarship winners will share
$150,000 in college grants from the 1221 Balboa Bay Club
scholarships program. Back row Janice Duzey, Kaley
Ouyang, Adelaide Juelfs, Jack Trieu, German Leon and Dr.
Dipali Potnis; front row Rachel Laurence and Dillon Nguyen.

ESTANCIA HIGH School scholarship winners at the Balboa
Bay Club are joined by Michael Halt, left, with students
Marco Scott, Alejandro Garcia de la Cadena, Mateo Evans,
Sophia Pearson, and, seated, Kaylie Tran and Tara Spas.

Photos by Niki Cram

BALBOA BAY CLUB Chairman of the Board of Governors
John Wortmann, left, stands with Newport Harbor High
School scholarship winners Angel Gutierrez, Gavin
Appeldorn, Logan Hardy, Aolani Gonzalez-Lopez and, in the
front, Kate Stake and Sofia Del Villar.

B.W. COOK is editor of the
Bay Window, the official
publication of the Balboa Bay
Club in Newport Beach.

lings (a brother resides in
Minnesota), Ross said. But
Hamilton convinced her
mother to list Hamilton as
the beneficiary of a stocks
account worth about $1.66
million, Ross said. When
adding in $100,000 from an
IRA and money from the
sale of the house, the total
inheritance would be $2
million for Hamilton.

Cynthia Strange showed
up at her mother’s house
about midnight Sept. 3 be-
cause she had an unpleas-
ant encounter with a
“creep,” her attorney said.

Ross said that it was
Hamilton who acted suspi-
ciously the day of the
killing, not calling 911 but
the non-emergency line
instead when she arrived
to pick up the victim, who
did not answer the phone.
“That’s what you do when
you’re scared? You call the
non-emergency line, not
911,” she wondered aloud.

When officers told Ham-
ilton her mother was
found in the pool, Hamil-
ton asked, “Was she
stabbed?” according to
Ross.

“They only knew she
was stabbed after the au-
topsy, but she knew right
away,” Ross said.

Ross also said police
“failed” to adequately in-
vestigate Hamilton, who
had a box of latex gloves in
her car that were never
tested.

Continued from page A2
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Paul Anderson is a reporter
for City News Service.

sity,” Cooley said. “That is
all what Laguna Beach is
about, and that is all what
Rivian is supporting with
events like this and oth-
ers.”

The lineup of films in-
cludes “Out,” “Life of Pie”
and “The Right to Joy.”

Afterward, Tony Cara-
vano, Rivian’s senior direc-
tor of experiential market-
ing and community en-
gagement, will moderate a
panel discussion.

The panelists include ac-
tor and writer Brandon
Kyle Goodman, production
designer Nelson Coates,
surfer Kassia Meador and

RaShawn Hawkins, the
senior director of the work-
place equality program at
Human Rights Campaign.

“The Rivian Theater, we
like to say that it’s 20% Riv-
ian, 80% Laguna’s living
room,” said Benjamin Bur-
nett, a member of the mar-
keting team at Rivian. “Ob-
viously, if you want to buy
a car, we’re not going to tell
you no, but the theater is
about so much more than
that. … We’re trying to
build not just sustainable
vehicles, but we’re trying to
build a sustainable com-
munity to support the
wonderful communities
that are already there.”

Continued from page A1
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portunities to teach their
kids about community ac-
tivism and entrepre-
neurship.

The Beyond Books
steering committee, she
said, wanted to increase
awareness of Witte Hall
among young families who
might not have previously
been aware of the project
that’s been more than 10
years in the making.

With those goals in mind,
the idea for the Beyond
Books Kids Marketplace
was born. All proceeds from
Sunday’s marketplace will
go toward the Beyond
Books campaign for Witte
Hall.

“It was the idea that we
could inspire creativity,
whether it was through
making goods or by selling
purchased goods, to em-
power [the kids] to think,
‘What would my friends
like? What would sell?’”
Grody Kingsley said, adding
that her own son has about
60 slime kits and baggies of
charms he will be selling at
the event himself Sunday.

“It’s an exciting opportu-
nity for them to take owner-
ship and to see what that
work can do for the com-
munity,” she said. “[The
kids] are intrigued by seeing
a large construction site
that we pass by frequently
when we go to the library.”

She noted that observing
the ongoing work at Witte
Hall and explaining the rea-
sons behind it affords par-
ents a good opportunity to

games — will be run by
young Newport Beach fam-
ilies, according to organ-
izers with Beyond Books, a
private fundraising cam-
paign affiliated with the
Newport Beach Public Li-
brary Foundation.

Erin Grody Kingsley, who
grew up in Newport Beach,
told the Daily Pilot this
week she has fond memo-
ries of when the Newport
Beach Central Library first
opened and the many
events that were organized
especially for children.

She learned while speak-
ing with her friends who
have children in preschool
and elementary school that
parents are looking for op-

teach the youngsters how
they can be involved in
helping the project along.

On Thursday, Jill John-
son-Tucker, chair of the lec-
ture hall design committee
and the Beyond Books
campaign, confirmed the
group has so far raised
more than $9 million
toward its goal of $12 mil-
lion to pay its share of the
$23.4-million lecture hall
project. The city of Newport
Beach will pay the remain-
der. Construction began
earlier this year, and Witte
Hall is expected to be com-
pleted in 2026.

Johnson-Tucker said it
was initially thought the
new building would simply
serve as a lecture hall, but
“it’s grown to be so much
bigger now in potential. It’s
now a civic auditorium that
the city’s going to make
available to all kinds of per-
formance groups, business
seminars — it’ll be a very
popular location for all
sorts of things we can’t cur-
rently house in the city. It’ll
be a real asset to the com-
munity.”

Hawk on Hand, which
gives falconry exhibitions,
will offer two shows Sunday
to entertain visitors. A ven-
dor will be on site to serve
ice cream and frozen ba-
nanas.

The Newport Beach Cen-
tral Library is located at
1000 Avocado Ave.

lilly.nguyen@latimes.com
Twitter: @lillibirds
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The owner of an auto re-
pair shop in Laguna Beach
was behind bars Friday on
charges of stealing the cars
of his clients.

James Michael Ross, 59,
who owns Laguna Beach
Collision Center, was
booked into the Orange
County Jail and is set to
appear in court Monday.

Ross was charged in
March with defrauding an-
other and grand theft, both

felonies. He was accused
of stealing a 2024 Jeep
Wrangler, according to the
criminal complaint. He
pleaded guilty June 23 of
last year to drunken driv-
ing.

Police reported Ross was
arrested in April related to
six cases.

Investigators allege he
had stolen multiple vehi-
cles brought in for repairs.
When the car owners

could not get their cars
back, they called police.

Police said another cus-
tomer reported on
Wednesday that Ross stole
the person’s vehicle.

Anyone who believes
they are a victim was asked
to call investigators at
(949) 715-0984. Orange
County Crime Stoppers
will accept anonymous
tips at (855) TIP-OCCS.

— City News Service

Laguna Beach auto repair
shop owner accused of theft

“I wanted to throw that
out for public comment
and see if we could perhaps
improve our ordinance by
reducing that threshold.”

Resident and retired at-
torney Kathy Esfahani, who
sits on the Costa Mesa Af-
fordable Housing Coalition,
called the ordinance “dis-
appointing” and urged the
council to lower the thresh-

old.
“Some of you have resi-

dents in your districts who
are really struggling with
the high cost of housing
and are on the verge of
homelessness,” she said. “If
you want to provide afford-
able housing, the first step I
would suggest is definitely
drop the threshold to 30, if
not below that.”

Esfahani illustrated her
point, suggesting a 2-acre
project with 118 proposed
total units would only offer

four very-low-income units.
Adam Wood, an Orange

County representative of
the Building Industry Assn.
of Southern California, took
a different view, claiming
that without some incen-
tive, developers simply will
not build needed housing.

He recommended the
council expedite plans for a
citywide rezoning of corri-
dors to allow for higher
densities, promised by the

Continued from page A1
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SELL ME
YOUR CAR
Currently in need of BMW, Mercedes-Benz,

Porsche, Lexus, Acura, Cadillac, Honda, Toyota
vehicles under 100k miles.

Before you trade in, call me, Tim the owner,
for a cash offer @ 949-752-2277

or email info to OCAW777@GMAIL.COM
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Constantine railed
against the quality of serv-
ice being provided by City
Net, and she also expressed
concern about the length of
the commitment with the
one-year extension up for
consideration.

She argued that the ex-
pense of more than $1,000
per day was too much for
the services being provided.
She further asserted that
members of the public who
tried to reach City Net had
been given a phone num-
ber at which they were un-
able to leave a message.

“We’re not arresting our
way out of homelessness,”
Constantine said. “I do
have compassion. I just feel
that this is not working.
Fountain Valley police, they
don’t need to be doing any-
thing with the homeless. …
They have their own police
work that needs to be done.
I’m just not happy.”

The city could receive an
additional $124,000 in fund-
ing from the California
Housing and Community
Development Department’s
permanent local housing
allocation program, per a
staff report, to use toward
the City Net agreement.
The remaining $253,000
would be covered by the
general fund. The cost was
accounted for in the pro-
posed budget for the up-
coming fiscal year, city
staffers said.

Councilman Patrick
Harper inquired about the
time spent on individual

interactions with an un-
housed person.

“If we are engaging
somebody and helping
them get a California ID or
driver’s license, then we are
picking them up, transport-
ing them in our own vehi-
cles, and we’re spending
some time with them at the
DMV,” said Valerie Carter, a
regional program supervi-
sor for City Net. “That …
takes some time, but that is
one of the things that we do
often with our folks be-
cause we know that without
identification, they are not
going to be able to access
much at all. … We may take
them to a shelter. Shelter
intakes take anywhere from
an hour to two hours.”

Police Chief Matthew
Sheppard said City Net’s
operating hours, which are
7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on week-
days, align with those of
other service organizations,
including the intake peri-
ods for the Yale Navigation
Center in Santa Ana and the
new Central Cities Naviga-
tion Center in Garden
Grove.

The Central Cities Navi-
gation Center, a partner-
ship between the cities of
Fountain Valley, Garden
Grove and Westminster,
and the County of Orange,
had its grand opening on
June 5. It provided Fountain
Valley with its initial 13
dedicated shelter beds. City
officials stated that eight
beds have already been put
to use.

Data presented showed
an increase in homeless
persons contacted during
the Point-In-Time Count.

Fountain Valley’s total
number of unhoused indi-
viduals stood at 42 in 2019,
then 38 in 2022. There were
114 unsheltered people
counted in two nights in
January.

The homeless population
spike was partially attrib-
uted to more thorough re-
porting due to a rise in vol-
unteers after the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

“In the previous PIT
Count in 2022, and the one
before that in 2019, you all
didn’t have an outreach
team that was familiar with
the homeless population,
as we do now,” Carter said.
“... We know that lots of
[police] are familiar with
the population, but … City
Net is able to develop dif-
ferent kinds of relationships
where people end up feel-
ing more comfortable to
come to us and ask for serv-
ices.”

City officials noted that
the Brookhurst Street side
of Mile Square Park falls
under the jurisdiction of
Fountain Valley, while the
areas bordered by Warner
Avenue, Euclid Street and
Edinger Avenue are under
the purview of the county.

“I realize solving the
homeless problem is going
to require a lot of different
tools in the toolbox,” Harp-
er said. “I think that having
a source that addresses and
frees up the sworn officers
to spend time with law en-
forcement and public safety
is a valuable thing. ”

Councilman Jim Cun-
neen said the City Net team
has “one of the most diffi-
cult jobs” in throwing his

support behind the item.
Vice Mayor Ted Bui said

he hoped to see improve-
ment with the unhoused
population with the open-
ing of the Central Cities
Navigation Center.

Grandis said he was call-
ing for a town hall meeting
in August to get stakeholder
input to address the issue of
homelessness in the com-
munity. He added he would
be meeting with Orange
County Supervisor Andrew
Do to discuss if county
funding could supplement
efforts being made around
the park, which he said he
hoped could allow funding
to be pushed toward other
areas in the city.

“I think we’re not happy
with what’s going on,”
Grandis said. “It may not be
City Net’s fault. I think
there’s a lot of frustration
amongst our residents and
amongst our council. We
need to do more, and we
need to figure that out.”

Continued from page A1
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in the large dog finals.
After the scores were re-

leased, Koa’s trainer,
Kristina Welsh, received a
big hug from Derby’s
trainer, Kioni “Kentucky”
Gallahue, whom she called
an inspiration.

Welsh knelt on the surf-
board after the win, seem-
ingly in disbelief, as Koa
happily barked beside her.

“This is probably one of
the most special days of my
life,” Welsh said. “My dog
had cancer a few years ago,
and she beat it. To be able
to be here with her right
now and do this, it’s just in-
credibly special. She’s my
soul mate, you know. She’s
everything.”

Welsh is originally from
Oregon and works long
hours as a veterinarian. She
said the surf dog commu-
nity has given her a great
friendship base in general.

As for Koa?
“She doesn’t have an ‘off’

button,” Welsh said.
The Purina Pro Plan In-

credible Dog Challenge, a
free event which welcomes
spectators, runs through
Saturday at Huntington
State Beach. The event
headquarters is located be-
tween Beach Boulevard

and Newland Street.
Saturday’s schedule,

starting at 10:30 a.m., in-
cludes competitions in
agility, diving dog, freestyle
flying disc, fetch it and
weave.

For those who want
more of a canine fix, the

Purina Eastern Regional
competition airs Sunday at
10 a.m. on NBC. This week-
end’s Western Regional
competition will be on TV
later this summer.

Continued from page A1
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Don Leach | Staff Photographer

KOA, A CHOCOLATE Lab, steps to the nose of his board with help from owner Kristina
Welsh at the Purina Pro Plan Incredible Dog ChallengeWestern Regional surf dog competition.
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2022 voter-backed Measure
K initiative, to complement
the affordability ordinance.

“Anytime we take a step
toward making the barriers
higher for production, not
seeing the coupled rezon-
ing measures with it, it’s
just going to make it that
much more difficult in gen-
eral to produce housing,”
he said.

A proposal by Reynolds
to lower the threshold to 30
units was met with disap-
proval by Councilman Don
Harper, who felt the public
should be notified ahead of
such a large change being
made. Mayor Pro Tem Jeff-
rey Harlan said he was un-
willing to toss out the work
done on April 2, and the
real concessions made, for
a concern that was largely
academic.

“Housing opportunity
sites are simply notations
on a piece of paper. They
have nothing to do with
what will actually happen
on the ground,” he said.
“We need to get projects in
the pipeline, so I want to

make sure we don’t take a
step backward.”

Mayor John Stephens
suggested in a substitute
motion the council contin-
ue the discussion to the
next regular meeting, to al-
low for proper notification
of the public. Councilman
Manuel Chavez, the only
renter on the dais, said he
would not support either
motion.

“This ordinance [discus-
sion] was a really long slog.
I think everybody got a
piece of something they
wanted in that,” he said.
“When it comes to hous-
ing, I don’t want to play
around anymore. I want to
build it as fast as we can.”

The council voted 5-2 to
continue the ordinance
discussion to its next regu-
lar meeting, with Harlan
and Chavez opposed. A
second item, regarding the
establishment of an in-lieu
fee developers can pay as
an alternative to providing
affordable units under the
ordinance, will also be
picked up at the next meet-
ing.

Continued from page A4
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