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BY ERIC LICAS

Jurors heard closing arguments
Tuesday before deliberating on
the case of a man previously con-
victed of DUI who then had over
twice the legal amount of alcohol
in his system when his BMW
slammed into a bicyclist three
years ago in Huntington Beach.

The 28-year-old defendant,
Victor Manuel Romero, and his
public defender, Madeline Berk-
ley, did not dispute that he had a
blood alcohol content of at least
0.19% when he was behind the
wheel of a speeding 328i that
slammed into then 33-year-old
Raymond MacDonald at the in-
tersection of Beach Boulevard
and Adams Avenue at about 2:10
a.m. March 30, 2019. They also
did not deny that he crashed into
a tree about a minute later at
Lake Street, then ran from the

Photos by Don Leach | Staff Photographer

UC IRVINE STUDENTS walk in support of 48,000 unionized academic workers across the University of California system who went on strike on
Monday. The workers are demanding better pay and benefits, as well as other items like child-care subsidies and better healthcare for dependents.

“The system fails us’: UCI
academic workers strike

About 48,000 unionized
academic workers at UC
campuses across the state
walked off the job on Monday,
demanding better pay, benefits.

BY MATT SZABO

See Jury, page A2

Billionaire
finalizes
deal to
purchase
L.B. resort

Originally from New Jersey, Emily Parise
looks forward to the annual cross-country
trip home for Christmas.

This year, though, the UC Irvine PhD stu-
dent in drama and theater who works as a
teaching associate on campus shudders at
the thought of a $600 round-trip flight.

Parise, who teaches her own theater his-
tory classes, writes her own lectures and
does her own grading, still calls herself

technically a teacher’s assistant in the UC Tilman Fertitta had
system. She makes $21,000 a year. .

y“Iust because we love whatywe do doesn’t reportequ considered
mean that we should be living in poverty,” purchasing the Montage
she said. Laguna Beach luxury

Parise and her partner Miranda Hajduk hotel for $650 million.

were two of many picketers Monday on the :
UC Irvine campus. About 48,000 academic BY ANDREW TURNER

workers in the UC system, represented by
four different units, have gone on strike in
what is being called the largest strike in

TWO UCI STUDENTS walk Monday morning in support of unionized academic workers across
the University of California system. It's being called the largest strike in higher education history. Tilman Fertitta has reached a

deal to become the new owner of

higher education history. - A BANNER the Montage Laguna Beach re-
Those on strike included teaching assist- ‘ | supporting 48,000 sort, representatives for the Hous-
ants, postdoctoral scholars, graduate stu- / unionized ton billionaire said in a statement
dent researchers, tutors and fellows. The * \ academic workers Monday.
workers want better pay and benefits but who went on Reports had surfaced recently
also items like child-care subsidies, better strike Monday that Fertitta was considering pur-
healthcare for dependents and more finan- hangs at the UC chasing the oceanfront hotel for
cial support for international scholars. Irvine campus. $650 million. China-based Dajia

UCI academic workers gathered at three
locations on campus starting at 8:30 a.m.
Monday before meeting for a rally outside
of Aldrich Hall in the midafternoon.

A group estimated at more than 1,000
then took a lap around the hall, where ad-

See Strike, page A2

Insurance Group Co. had been
the previous owner of the Laguna
Beach luxury resort, which
opened in 2003.

“I am truly thrilled to acquire
this world-renowned property

See Montage, page A4

Pyramidion invites viewers to interact

with Laguna Beachs natural features

BY ANDREW TURNER

The seaside community of
Laguna Beach does not lack for
visitors, but earlier this month, it
had several the public was keen
to interact with, and then they
left without a trace.

Kelly Berg, a Los Angeles-based
artist, created seven pyramid-
shaped sculptures for her exhibit
“Pyramidion,” an outdoor display
that was featured as part of La-
guna Art Museum’s Art and Na-
ture Festival.

Varying in size from 20 inches
to 6 feet tall, Berg had the pyra-
mids placed throughout Heisler
Park and Main Beach to show the
different natural elements along
the Laguna Beach coastline —
from trees and the cliffside to
evident erosion.

As portable as the artwork
itself, Berg carries her past with
her. Growing up in Minnesota,
she spent a lot of time outdoors,
and she soon gained a fascination
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Don Leach | Staff Photographer

ARTIST KELLY BERG with her exhibit, “Pyramidion,” in the lobby of
the Laguna Art Museum during the Art and Nature show on Nov. 4.

for natural phenomena.

Berg's sculptures were made
with a color-shifting, reflective
surface in automotive vinyl.

“I'm very much interested in
the ever-shifting nature of our

See Features, page A2

—

AUDIENCES
GATHER
outside the
theater
during the
Newport
Beach Film
Festival in
October.

Sarahi Apaez

Newport Beach Film
Festival drew 48,000
Visitors, organizers say

BY LILLY NGUYEN

With the curtain down on this
year’s Newport Beach Film Festi-
val, organizers are turning their
attention to next fall, when they
plan to hold the 24th iteration of
the marquee event.

“I think we were exceptionally
happy about the entire 2022 fes-
tival from the incredible films to

the reaction of our audience and
the participation of celebrities
both in front of and behind the
camera,” chief executive direc-
tor Gregg Schwenk said in an in-
terview following last month’s
festival. “There were several eve-
nings during the festival that
sold out. Our hotels, restaurants

See Visitors, page A4
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Continued from page Al sion during the fight that ing spot, leaving skid BMW!’ driver, but Romero said. the hospital sometime af-

scene of what wound up
being the third collision he
was involved in that eve-
ning.

“If youre unaware that
you've done anything
wrong, why would you
run?”  Orange County
Deputy Dist. Atty. Janine
Madera asked jurors rhe-

torically Tuesday.
Romero had been
drinking at Hurricanes

and the Huntington Beach
Beer Co. before getting
into a fight on the second
floor of a parking structure
on the 200 block of Main
Street that evening. A 55-
second video taken from
social media and played in
court showed only a por-
tion of an altercation that
went on for about 7 min-
utes, Berkley said.

In the video, Romero
can be seen surrounded
by a group of people as he
fell face-first onto con-
crete, and was then pum-
meled by a man mounted
over him on the ground.

Berkley and an expert
witness, Dr. Manuel Saint

impaired his memory and
ability to reason. His attor-
ney claimed that, if not for
the injury he sustained
prior to the crashes, he
would never have tried to
drive home.

“These are the kinds of
impacts that would jar
your head and brain in
such a way to affect your
decisions,” Berkley told ju-
rors. “The lights were on,
but nobody was home.”

After the fight, Romero
told one responding offi-
cer that he was going to
hire an Uber driver, but
then told another that he
would ask his sister to ar-
range a ride home. He
proceeded to walk to an
area where others were
waiting to be picked up,
but then took an elevator
to the second floor and
got into his luxury sports
sedan.

Madera claimed Rom-
ero was lying to police and
intentionally drove drunk.
Berkley suggested he had
no recollection of those
conversations due to a
concussion and was op-

marks and striking a Cad-
illac that belonged to the
owner of Hurricanes as he
left.

Madera pointed out
that Romero blew through
a stoplight that had been
red for about 20 seconds
before he struck MacDon-
ald, who was on his bicy-
cle and hauling a trailer
full of his belongings at
the time. A witness who
was stopped at the inter-
section said he heard tires
screeching during the
crash, suggesting that the
driver either hit the brakes
or swerved and may have
been aware he had struck
someone.

Relatives of MacDonald
present in court Tuesday
wiped tears from their
eyes as attorneys went
over the moments leading

up to his death.
Romero did not stop.
Another motorist esti-

mated that his BMW was
traveling 70 or 80 mph
when it collided head-on
with a tree, totaling the se-
dan’s front end and caus-
ing its airbags to deploy.

had already left the scene.
Footage from a nearby
doorbell camera showed
what appeared to be the
defendant running from
the crash site in the direc-
tion of the bars he had
been drinking at earlier.

The defendant’s DNA
was found all over the
wrecked car, including its
driver-side airbag. His
wallet was found inside. A
trail of blood led from the
BMW toward Hurricanes
and the Huntington Beach
Beer Co.

Romero returned to the
area of the two bars, and
when he was confronted
by the owner of the Cadil-
lac he damaged in the
parking lot, he claimed
that he had been car-
jacked. When police found
him seated on a fountain
near the two bars, the key
to the sedan was hanging
from a lanyard around his
neck.

Romero was taken to a
hospital following his ar-
rest. During an initial in-
terview with Huntington
Beach police he hardly

“Honestly, my biggest
concern was, I got slept,”
Romero said in a recorded
conversation with officers,
repeatedly using a slang
term for getting knocked
unconscious.

Madera suggested that
the defendant’s fixation on
the fight, rather than the
fatal crash, was evidence
that he made no consider-
ation for the safety of oth-
ers that evening. But Berk-
ley and Saint Martin
claimed he was exhibiting
perseveration, a continual
repetition of phrases or
thoughts that is a telltale
symptom of a concussion.

Perseveration is one of
only a few behaviors that
might distinguish a person
with a concussion from
someone exhibiting signs
of alcohol intoxication.
Saint Martin testified that
people with such an injury
tend to exhibit symptoms
for at least two weeks after
receiving trauma. Madera
pointed out that Romero
was not constantly repeat-
ing phrases during a sec-
ond interview with Hunt-

ter 9 a.m. on the day of the
crash.

During that second in-
terview, Romero did recall
that he had previously
been convicted of driving
while intoxicated, and had
been warned that he
could be charged with
murder if he wound up
under the influence of
drugs or alcohol during a
fatal crash. Madera
claimed he chose to ig-
nore that admonition in
2012, the advice of police
and bar patrons at the
parking lot the day Mac-
Donald died, and numer-
ous other “warnings the
universe gave him that
night.” She argued his ac-
tions meet the definition
of second-degree murder
as well as hit-and-run re-
sulting in death.

“The defendant didn't
intend to kill; there is zero
evidence of that,” Madera
said. “But he knew his ac-
tions were harmful to hu-
man life.”

ericlicas@latimescom
Twitter: @EricLicas

FOR THE
RECORD

A photo caption in
Saturday’s Daily Pilot of a
Veterans Day event at
Heisler Park in Laguna
Beach misidentified the
speaker and the type of
U.S. Air Force aircraft in the
flyover. The speaker was
Orange County Supervisor
Lisa Bartlett, 5th District,
and the planes were F-16s
from 54 Fighter Group
Holloman Air Force Base in
New Mexico.
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worlds, and I'm very
drawn to places where
that’s very evident,” Berg
said. “In Laguna, there’s
erosion, the ocean is con-
stantly changing, even the
rocks look different every

CABINET REFACING
QUARTZ
COUNTERTOPS

*Painting & Refinishing
*Pre-Fab or Custom Cabinetry
*Home-Improvement Contractor
Family-Owned & Operated in South 0.C.
for 30+ yrs.

949-510-5530
KITGHEN VISION

Call Rich for free estimate

time I come, so I really
wanted to reflect that in

tures.”
The ability to pick up

trace, but she indicated

a permanent imprint on
her. The “Pyramidion”

artist said one of her favor-

ite stretches of the com-
munity is the drive into

town from Laguna Canyon

Road.
With that in mind, it

comes as no surprise that

the largest pyramid got
placed at Main Beach,

serving as both a gateway
to the canyon on one side

and using the expansive

Pacific Ocean as its oppo-

site.
“I'love that journey
through the canyon, see-

ing all of those rocks up on

either side, just the light,

even, that comes through
that canyon,” Berg said. “I

love the idea of coming

the materials of the sculp-

and take her artwork with
her allows Berg to leave no

that Laguna Beach has left

into town and then seeing
a Pyramidion where that
canyon landscape and the
town meets the beach and
that endless horizon of the
ocean.

“Each of these locations,
I selected really carefully. I
wanted the entire exhib-
ition to be walkable be-
cause one of my inspira-
tions [for my work], I actu-
ally would take hikes.
That’s where I take photo-
graphs that I work from
with my paintings.”

As an example, Berg
added that the first time
she placed pyramids in the
landscape was during an
artist residency in Joshua
Tree.

Laguna Art Museum
executive director Julie
Perlin Lee described Berg’s
work as a “visual treat”
that made her think about
how unstable her vision
and light can be.

“That was the thing for
me that I was just totally
intrigued with is just how
can we perceive something
that it’s a shape, but then
sometimes it’s flattened
out because of the way the
light hit it,” Perlin Lee said.

For the past decade,
Laguna Art Museum has
piqued the public’s curi-
osity about the surround-
ing natural world through
its Art and Nature Festival.

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

A COUPLE pauses to admire Robert Young's “The Big One." The 9-foot-by-15-foot painting
is believed to be the largest painting ever created in Laguna Beach.

The 10th annual event
featured four exhibits, all
of which will be on view at
the museum through
February. It included the
return of Rebeca Méndez
with a video art installa-
tion called “The Sea
Around Us.” The UCLA
design media arts profes-
sor also exhibited in the
festival the year prior with
“Any-Instant-Whatever,” a
project that captured time-
slice video of the Los An-
geles sky.

Robert Young’s “The Big
One,” a depiction of an
underwater scene believed

to be the largest painting
ever created in Laguna
Beach, and “Five Summer
Stories: The Exhibition” are
also on view at the muse-
um. The latter represents a
collaboration with the
Coast Film Festival, which
is celebrating the 50th
anniversary of the “Five
Summer Stories” surf
documentary.

Two of Berg’s pyramid
sculptures will also remain
at the museum into next
year.

Perlin Lee said the mu-
seum made a big push to
spread the news about the

festival, including connect-
ing with the Laguna Beach
Unified School District.

“We served more than
11,000 people in those four
days, and probably a lot
more,” Perlin said of the
Art and Nature Festival,
which ran from Nov. 3 to
Nov. 6. “... That’s a huge,
huge thing for us, so we're
super excited. Just to put
that into perspective, that’s
a little less than half the
people we saw all of last
year.”

andrewturner@latimes.com
Twitter: @AndrewTurnerTCN
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With over 200,000 veterans and service men and women reentering the
workforce each year, Bank of America is supporting the unique needs of
our heroes as they transition to civilian life and careers.

Some steps we're taking to support veterans and military members:

- Offering free online resources through BetterMoneyHabits.com
on topics specific to them, from home buying to retirement

- Expanding the number of financial centers near military installations
to address the needs of military customers

- Continuing our hiring momentum — more than 15% of our new hires
are military veterans

My teammates and | here in Orange County are proud to
support our military service men and women, especially as
we celebrate Veterans Day. Thank you for your service.

o

Allen Staff
President, Bank of America Orange County

What would you like the power to do?”

Learn more at bankofamerica.com/orangecounty

BANK OF AMERICA Z7

Bank of America, Better Money Habits, Mejores Habitos Financieros and the Bank of America logo are registered trademarks of Bank of America Corporation.
Bank of America, N.A. Member FDIC. Equal Credit Opportunity Lender © 2022 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved.
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Employment

EMPLOYMENT
1500

Designer. Design core fea-
tures of games including
quest design, documen-

Employment tation, implementation,
. . interactive  storytelling
VFX Artist. Create, design techniques, questing

& simulate high quality,
photo-real effects (fire,
smoke, explosions, de-
bris, clouds, etc.) meet-
ing technical & aesthetic
standards for project.
Reg. Bach in Animation &
Visual Effects, Visual Com-
munication Design, or rel.
field or foreign equiv. Job-
site: Woodland Hills, CA.
Send resume ref# 21172
to K. Finnsson, Activi-
sion Publishing Inc, 2701
Olympic Blvd, Bldg. B,
Santa Monica, CA 90404.

systems, & mobile best
practices. Req. 2 yrs exp
in job or 2 yrs exp as Level
Designer, Tester or rel. oc-
cup. Any suitable combo
of educ, training, &/or
exp is acceptable. Jobsite:
Woodland Hills, CA. Send
resume ref#21117 to K.
Finnsson, Activision Pub-
lishing Inc, 2701 Olympic
Blvd, Bldg. B, Santa Mon-
ica, CA 90404.

Notice of Public Sale
Pursuant to the California Self Service Storage Facility
Act (B&P Code 21700 ET seq.) The undersigned will sell
at public auction on Wednesday November 23, 2022 at
3:00 pm. Personal property including but not limited to
furniture, clothing, tools and/or other household items
located at: The sale will take place online at
www.selfstorageauction.com.
Dennis A Hall
Sophia M Paredes
Kent A Walker
Elizabeth Samuel
All sales are subject to prior cancellation. All terms, rules
and  regulations are  available  online  at
www.selfstorageauction.com. Dated this  9th  of
November 2022 and 16th of November 2022 by Irvine
Self Storage, 2960 Main St Irvine, CA 92614 (949) 851-
7900
11/9,11/16/22
CNS-3641673#
DAILY PILOT

Notice of Public Sale
Pursuant to the California Self Service Storage Facility
Act (B&P Code 21700 ET seq.) The undersigned will sell
at public auction on Wednesday November 23, 2022 at
12:30 pm. Personal property including but not limited
to furniture, clothing, tools and/or other household
items located at: The sale will take place online at
www.selfstorageauction.com.
Ciara Kunze-Kind
Ann C Pizinger
Collette Parker
Hasheem J Hicks
Robert Phillip Valenzuela
Karen Lee Summers
Zachary D Castillo
All sales are subject to prior cancellation. All terms, rules
and  regulations are  available  online  at
www.selfstorageauction.com.  Dated this  9th  of
November 2022 and 16th of November 2022 by
Woodbridge Self Storage , 5020 Barranca Pkwy. Irvine,
CA 92604 (949) 857-4900
11/9,11/16/22
CNS-3641391#
DAILY PILOT

Notice of Public Sale
Pursuant to the California Self Service Storage Facility
Act (B&P Code 21700 ET seq.) The undersigned will sell
at public auction on Wednesday November 23, 2022 at
1:30 pm. Personal property including but not limited to
furniture, clothing, tools and/or other household items
located at: The sale will take place online at
www.selfstorageauction.com.
Narik Agoub
Patricia A Ponce
Joseph D Morgan
Richard W Treadaway
Kiya A Bodden
Edwin Kim
Laura C Quick
Brent T Merrell
All sales are subject to prior cancellation. All terms, rules
and  regulations are  available  online  at
www.selfstorageauction.com.  Dated this  9th  of
November 2022 and 16th of November 2022 by Costa
Mesa Self Storage, 3180 Red Hill Ave Costa Mesa, CA
91745 (714) 966-9901
11/9,11/16/22
CNS-3642175#
DAILY PILOT

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE OF
GEORGE ARTHUR GENTNER AKA GEORGE A.
GENTNER, JR. AKA GEORGE GENTNER
CASE NO. 30-2022-01287760-PR-PL-CJC
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent creditors,
and persons who may otherwise be interested in the
will or estate, or both, of: GEORGE ARTHUR GENTNER

AKA GEORGE A. GENTNER, JR. AKA GEORGE GENTNER

A Petition for Probate has been filed by BRIAN H.
GENTNER in the Superior Court of California, County of
ORANGE.

The Petition for Probate requests that BRIAN H.
GENTNER be appointed as personal representative to
administer the estate of the decedent.

The Petition requests the decedent's will and codicils, if
any, be admitted to probate. The will and any codicils
are available for examination in the file kept by the
court.

The Petition requests authority to administer the estate
under the Independent Administration of Estates Act.
(This authority will allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining court approval.
Before taking certain very important actions, however,
the personal representative will be required to give
notice to interested persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed action.) The
independent administration authority will be granted
unless an interested person files an objection to the
petition and shows good cause why the court should
not grant the authority.

A hearing on the petition will be held in this court on
DECEMBER 21, 2022 at 1:30 p.m. in Dept. C08 located at
700 CIVIC CENTER DRIVE, WEST, SANTA ANA, CA 92701,
CENTRAL JUSTICE CENTER.

If you object to the granting of the petition, you should
appear at the hearing and state your objections or file
written objections with the court before the hearing.
Your appearance may be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contingent creditor of the
decedent, you must file your claim with the court and
mail a copy to the personal representative appointed by
the court within the later of either (1) four months from
the date of first issuance of letters to a general personal
representative, as defined in section 58(b) of the
California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date of
mailing or personal delivery to you of a notice under
section 9052 of the California Probate Code.

Other California statutes and legal authority may affect
your rights as a creditor. You may want to consult with
an attorney knowledgeable in California law.

You may examine the file kept by the court. If you are a
person interested in the estate, you may file with the
court a Request for Special Notice (form DE-154) of the
filing of an inventory and appraisal of estate assets or of
any petition or account as provided in Probate Code
section 1250. A Request for Special Notice form is
available from the court clerk.

Attorney for Petitioner: SAM EDWARDS - ATTORNEY AT
LAW, 5650 EL CAMINO REAL, SUITE 225, CARLSBAD, CA
92008, Telephone: 760.438.4030

11/9,11/10,11/16/22
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NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE UNDER A NOTICE OF
DELINQUENT ASSESSMENT AND CLAIM OF LIEN
Order No: 05945746 TS No: W22-03131 YOU ARE IN
DEFAULT UNDER A NOTICE OF DELINQUENT
ASSESSMENT AND CLAIM OF LIEN, DATED
10/05/2021. UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT
YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE.
IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE OF
THE PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD
CONTACT A LAWYER. NOTICE is hereby given that
Witkin & Neal, Inc, as duly appointed trustee
pursuant to that certain Notice of Delinquent
Assessment and Claim of Lien (hereinafter referred to
as "Lien"), recorded on 10/07/2021 as instrument
number 2021000618853, in the office of the County
Recorder of Orange County, California, and further
pursuant to the Notice of Default and Election to Sell
thereunder recorded on 5/12/2022 as instrument
number 2022000179220 in said county and further
pursuant to California Civil Code Section 5675 et seq.
and those certain Covenants, Conditions and
Restrictions recorded on 5/30/2014 as instrument
number 2014000210402, WILL SELL on 12/21/2022,
01:30PM, At the North front entrance to the County
Courthouse at 700 Civic Center Drive West, Santa
Ana, CA 92701 at public auction to the highest bidder
for lawful money of the United States payable at the
time of sale, all right, title and interest in the property
situated in said county as more fully described in the
above-referenced Lien. The purported owner(s) of
said property is (are): Xinxin Yu, a married woman as
her sole and separate property. The property address
and other common designation, if any, of the real
property is purported to be: 17 Quilters, Irvine, CA
92602, APN 527-292-19. The undersigned trustee
disclaims any liability for any incorrectness of the
property address and other common designation, if
any, shown herein. The total amount of the unpaid
balance of the obligation secured by the property to
be sold and reasonable estimated costs, expenses
and advances at the time of the initial publication of
this Notice of Sale is: $13,443.76. The opening bid at
the foreclosure sale may be more or less than this
estimate. In addition to cash, trustee will accept a
cashier's check drawn on a state or national bank, a
check drawn on a state or federal credit union or a
check drawn on a state or federal savings and loan
association, savings association or savings bank
specified in Section 5102 of the California Financial
Code and authorized to do business in this state. If
tender other than cash is accepted, the trustee may
withhold issuance of the Trustee's Deed Upon Sale
until funds become available to the payee or
endorsee as a matter of right. In its sole discretion,
the seller (foreclosing party) reserves the right to
withdraw the property from sale after the opening
credit bid is announced but before the sale is
completed. The opening bid is placed on behalf of
the seller. Said sale shall be made, but without
covenant or warranty, express or implied regarding
title, possession or encumbrances, to satisfy the
indebtedness secured by said Lien, advances
thereunder, with interest as provided in the
Declaration or by law plus the fees, charges and
expenses of the trustee. THIS PROPERTY IS BEING
SOLD IN AN "AS-IS" CONDITION. If you have
previously received a discharge in bankruptcy, you
may have been released from personal liability for
this debt in which case this notice is intended to
exercise the secured party's rights against the real
property only. NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you
are considering bidding on this property lien, you
should understand that there are risks involved in
bidding at a trustee auction. You will be bidding on a
lien, not on the property itself. Placing the highest
bid at a trustee auction does not automatically entitle
you to free and clear ownership of the property. You
should also be aware that the lien being auctioned
off may be a junior lien. If you are the highest bidder
at the auction, you are or may be responsible for
paying off all liens senior to the lien being auctioned
off, before you can receive clear title to the property.
You are encouraged to investigate the existence,
priority, and size of outstanding liens that may exist
on this property by contacting the county recorder's
office or a title insurance company, either of which
may charge you a fee for this information. If you
consult either of these resources, you should be
aware that the same lender may hold more than one
mortgage or deed of trust on the property. NOTICE
TO PROPERTY OWNER AND ALL OTHER INTERESTED
PARTIES: The sale date shown on this notice of sale
may be postponed one or more times by the
mortgagee, beneficiary, trustee, or a court, pursuant
to Section 2924g of the California Civil Code. The law
requires that information about trustee sale
postponements be made available to you and to the
public, as a courtesy to those not present at the sale.
If you wish to learn whether this sale date has been
postponed, and, if applicable, the rescheduled time
and date for the sale of this property, you may call
916-939-0772 or visit this internet website:
www.nationwideposting.com using the file number
assigned to this case: W22-03131. Information about
postponements that are very short in duration or that
occur close in time to the scheduled sale may not
immediately be reflected in the telephone
information or on the internet website. The best way
to verify postponement information is to attend the
scheduled sale. NOTICE TO TENANT: You may have a
right to purchase this property after the trustee
auction pursuant to Section 2924m of the California
Civil Code. If you are an “eligible tenant buyer,” you
can purchase the property if you match the last and
highest bid placed at the trustee auction. If you are
an “eligible bidder,” you may be able to purchase the
property if you exceed the last and highest bid
placed at the trustee auction. There are three steps to
exercising this right of purchase. First, 48 hours after
the date of the trustee sale, you can call (916) 939-
0772 or  visit  this internet  website
www.nationwideposting.com using the file number
assigned to this case W22-03131 to find the date on
which the trustee’s sale was held, the amount of the
last and highest bid, and the address of the trustee.
Second, you must send a written notice of intent to
place a bid so that the trustee receives it no more
than 15 days after the trustee’s sale. Third, you must
submit a bid so that the trustee receives it no more
than 45 days after the trustee’s sale. If you think you
may qualify as an “eligible tenant buyer” or “eligible
bidder,” you should consider contacting an attorney
or appropriate real estate professional immediately
for advice regarding this potential right to purchase.
IMPORTANT NOTICE: Notwithstanding anything to
the contrary contained herein, the sale shall be
subject to the following as provided in California Civil
Code Section 5715:"A non judicial foreclosure sale by
an association to collect upon a debt for delinquent
assessments shall be subject to a right of redemption.
The redemption period within which the separate
interest may be redeemed from a foreclosure sale
under this paragraph ends 90 days after the sale."
Dated: 11/07/2022 Witkin & Neal, Inc. as said Trustee
5805 SEPULVEDA BLVD., SUITE 670 SHERMAN OAKS,
CA 91411 - Tele.: (818) 845-8808 By: Susan Paquette,
Trustee Sales Officer THIS NOTICE IS SENT FOR THE
PURPOSE OF COLLECTING A DEBT. THIS FIRM IS
ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT ON BEHALF OF
THE HOLDER AND OWNER OF THE NOTE. ANY
INFORMATION OBTAINED BY OR PROVIDED TO THIS
FIRM OR THE CREDITOR WILL BE USED FOR THAT
PURPOSE. NPP0417965 To: NEWPORT HARBOR NEWS
PRESS COMBINED WITH DAILY PILOT 11/16/2022,
11/23/2022,11/30/2022

BSC 222471
NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
STEVEN CHARLES BURTNETT

30-2022-01288478-PR-LA-CJC
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent
creditors, and persons who may otherwise be
interested in the will or estate, or both, of STEVEN
CHARLES BURTNETT.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed STEVEN
BURTNETT, JR. in the Superior Court of California,
County of ORANGE.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that
STEVEN BURTNETT, JR. be appointed as personal
representative to administer the estate of the
decedent.
THE PETITION requests authority to administer the
estate under the Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will allow the personal
representative to take many actions without
obtaining court approval. Before taking certain very
important  actions, however, the personal
representative will be required to give notice to
interested persons unless they have waived notice
or consented to the proposed action) The
independent administration authority will be
granted unless an interested person files an
objection to the petition and shows good cause
why the court should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held on
December 28, 2022 at 1:30 p.m. in Dept. C8
located at 700 CIVIC CENTER DRIVE WEST,
SANTA ANA, CA 92701
The court is providing the convenience to
appear for hearing by video using the court’s
designated video platform. This is a no cost
service to the public. Go to the Court’s website at
The Superior Court of California - County of
Orange (occourts.org) to appear remotely for
Probate hearings and for remote hearing
instructions. If you have difficulty connecting or
are unable to connect to your remote hearing,
call 657-622-8278 for assistance. If you prefer to
appear in-person, you can appear in the
department on the day/time set for your
hearing.
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, you
should appear at the hearing and state your
objections or file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance may be in
person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or contingent creditor of
the decedent, you must file your claim with the
court and mail a copy to the personal representative
appointed by the court within the later of either (1)
four months from the date of first issuance of letters
to a general personal representative, as defined in
section 58(b) of the California Probate Code, or (2)
60 days from the date of mailing or personal
delivery to you of a notice under section 9052 of the
California Probate Code. Other California statutes
and legal authority may affect your rights as a
creditor. You may want to consult with an attorney
knowledgeable in California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If you
are a person interested in the estate, you may file
with the court a Request for Special Notice (form DE-
154) of the filing of an inventory and appraisal of
estate assets or of any petition or account as
provided in Probate Code section 1250. A Request
for Special Notice form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for the Petitioner:
VICTORIA E. HORVATICH, ESQ
COPENBARGER & COPENBARGER, LLP
200 SANDPOINTE AVE., #150
SANTA ANA, CA 92707
Published in the NEWPORT HARBOR NEWS PRESS
combined with the DAILY PILOT on: 11/9, 11/11 &
11/16/2022
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BSC 222511
NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
NANCY M. LOUGHRIDGE

30-2022-01290304-PR-PW-CJC
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent
creditors, and persons who may otherwise be
interested in the will or estate, or both, of NANCY
M. LOUGHRIDGE.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by LISA
HAYES in the Superior Court of California, County of
ORANGE.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that LISA
HAYES be appointed as personal representative to
administer the estate of the decedent.
THE PETITION requests the decedent's will and
codicils, if any, be admitted to probate. The will and
any codicils are available for examination in the file
kept by the court.
THE PETITION requests authority to administer the
estate under the Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will allow the personal
representative to take many actions without
obtaining court approval. Before taking certain very
important  actions, however, the personal
representative will be required to give notice to
interested persons unless they have waived notice
or consented to the proposed action) The
independent administration authority will be
granted unless an interested person files an
objection to the petition and shows good cause
why the court should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held on
January 05, 2023 at 1:30 p.m. in Dept. C8
located at 700 CIVIC CENTER DRIVE WEST,
SANTA ANA, CA 92701
The court is providing the convenience to
appear for hearing by video using the court’s
designated video platform. This is a no cost
service to the public. Go to the Court’s website at
The Superior Court of California - County of
Orange (occourts.org) to appear remotely for
Probate hearings and for remote hearing
instructions. If you have difficulty connecting or
are unable to connect to your remote hearing,
call 657-622-8278 for assistance. If you prefer to
appear in-person, you can appear in the
department on the day/time set for your
hearing.
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, you
should appear at the hearing and state your
objections or file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance may be in
person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or contingent creditor of
the decedent, you must file your claim with the
court and mail a copy to the personal representative
appointed by the court within the later of either (1)
four months from the date of first issuance of letters
to a general personal representative, as defined in
section 58(b) of the California Probate Code, or (2)
60 days from the date of mailing or personal
delivery to you of a notice under section 9052 of the
California Probate Code. Other California statutes
and legal authority may affect your rights as a
creditor. You may want to consult with an attorney
knowledgeable in California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If you
are a person interested in the estate, you may file
with the court a Request for Special Notice (form DE-
154) of the filing of an inventory and appraisal of
estate assets or of any petition or account as
provided in Probate Code section 1250. A Request
for Special Notice form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for the Petitioner:
JEFFREY T. BLIED, ESQ
SCHMIESING BLIED STODDART & MACKEY
400 N. TUSTIN AVE., STE 290
SANTA ANA, CA 92705
Published in the ORANGE COAST DAILY PILOT on:
11/16,11/18 & 11/23/2022
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and many of our partners
saw an uptick in reserva-
tions and events.”

While organizers did not
disclose how many dollars
the 2022 festival brought in
over the course of its week-
long run, Schwenk con-
firmed it broke even this
year and that a total of
about 48,000 people at-
tended.

It was the first time since
2019 that the festival was
held fully in person. That
year, an estimated 55,000
attended.

After the COVID-19 pan-
demic struck in the spring
of 2020, the festival was
held digitally. The following
year it was presented in a
hybrid format.

This year’s festival ran be-
tween Oct. 13 through Oct.
20 and kicked off with a
screening of Roku’s
“WEIRD: The Al Yankovic
Story.” Dozens of films and
events were screened and

held throughout its run.

The festival was tradi-
tionally held in April until
the onset of the pandemic.
This was the first year that
organizers shifted the event
to fall, positioning it in the
middle of Hollywood’s
awards campaign season.

“Three of our major
events this year were spe-
cial conversations. One was
with Paul Feig, who di-
rected ‘Bridesmaids’ and
‘The School for Good and
Evil’ and two conversations
were with Adam Sandler
and Eddie Redmayne,”
Schwenk said. “They are all
just insightful, kind and giv-
ing people and were really
able to share so much with
our community. We were
really excited about that.

“Aside from just the great
films, parties and events,
these were opportunities
[for attendees] to hear first-
hand from legendary film-
makers and artisans. Really,
this was very special.”

lillynguyen@latimes.com
Twitter: @lillibirds

and add one of America’s
most iconic trophy resorts
to our luxury hotel portfo-
lio,” Fertitta said via the an-
nouncement. “I have been
traveling to Laguna Beach
for over 30 years. It is one of
my favorite places to visit
and one of the most beauti-
ful areas in the world. The
Montage is a stunning
oceanfront property and
one of the premier hotel
brands in the world.”
Fertitta, who bought the
Houston Rockets basketball
franchise for $2.2 billion in
2017, owns several hotel
properties, including five
Golden Nugget casinos and
hotels, Post Oak Hotel in
Houston, the San Luis Re-
sort in Galveston, and the

Huntting Inn in East
Hampton, New York.
“We are thrilled that

Tilman is the new owner of

Don Leach | Staff Photographer
THE MONTAGE Laguna Beach has a new owner.

MONTAGE

Continued from page Al

this one-of-a-kind property
and welcome him into the
Montage family,” Alan Fuer-
stman, founder, chief exe-
cutive and chairman of
Montage International, said
in a statement.

The Montage Laguna
Beach, located at 30801 S.
Coast Highway in South La-
guna, is a 30-acre, 260-
guestroom luxury resort. It
boasts a 20,000-square-foot
spa, two pool decks, and
three restaurants the
Loft, Mosaic Bar and Grille,
and Studio.

“The staff is thrilled to be
working  with  Tilman,”
Mary Rogers, general man-
ager of the Montage Laguna
Beach, said. “Everyone here
at the property is tremen-
dously excited about his
purchase and look forward
to continuing to provide a
world-class experience to
all of our guests.”

andrewturner@latimes.com
Twitter: @AndrewTurnerTCN
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