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The United States Air Force
Thunderbirds have been added to
the lineup for this weekend’s Pa-
cific Airshow in Huntington
Beach, event organizers an-
nounced Tuesday.

The Thunderbirds will join the
U.S. Navy Blue Angels and the Ca-
nadian Forces Snowbirds at the
airshow, marking just the second
time in history that the three
North American jet teams will
perform together at the same
show.

Fans can expect to see a new
maneuver, Rapid Recovery, along
with other modified maneuvers
showcasing the capabilities of the
F-16 Fighting Falcon.

Pacific Airshow organizer Kevin
Elliott said that it would be an
understatement to say it was an
honor for the Thunderbirds to re-
join the show, which runs Friday
through Sunday.

“The lineup of the 2021 Pacific
Airshow will become a thing of
legend with kids growing up to

Raul Roa | Staff Photographer

THE UNITED STATES Air Force Thunderbirds do a fly-by in May 2020.

U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds
join Pacific Airshow lineup
BYMATT SZABO

See Airshow, page A2

Los Angeles-based artist Karen
Stein said she was all set to par-
ticipate in the Balboa Island Art-
Walk last year as a first-time ex-
hibitor but then COVID-19 hit.
After a few attempts to resched-
ule the event, traditionally held
each May, the 2020 ArtWalk
eventually had to be canceled.

But Stein was one of the many
artists pleased to learn the local
juried show would return on
Sunday.

About 2,500 attendees strolled
along Balboa Island’s South
Bayfront to take in the works of
80 exhibiting artists while live
music played in the background.

An attempt at social distanc-
ing was in effect this year, with a
20% reduction in artist booths
on the normally congested side-
walk. All artists were asked to use
touch-less payment in their
transactions with buyers.

Laguna Beach jewelry de-
signer MerriJane Morrison, who
has exhibited in the show for
about 10 years, said it’s the inter-
actions with people that drive
her.

“If the universe hadn’t given
me the gift to express myself
through creativity I wouldn’t
have been able to experience

beautiful connections with peo-
ple,” Morrison said. “Several
pieces are spiritually inspired,
and when I tell people the story
behind the piece that provides
the same opportunity for that
kind of connection.”

First-time exhibitor Ian Stuart
began creating pottery three
years ago about the same time
he began teaching ceramics at
Saugus High School in Santa
Clarita.

“I make my own glazes for my
hand thrown functional ware,”

Stuart said. “During the pan-
demic, I turned my garage into a
studio where I have a wheel and
kiln.”

Relying on oil paint as her me-
dium, artist Kathleen Williams of
Anaheim Hills has been exhib-
iting in the ArtWalk for about five
years. She finds inspiration in a
variety of subject matter, from
seascapes, landscapes and street
scenes to portraits.

“I do a lot of landscape; we

Balboa Island ArtWalk returns
after last year’s cancellation

Photo by Susan Hoffman

MERRIJANEMORRISON, left, describesoneofher sterling silver
pieces toevent sponsorMaryHardestyduring theBalboa IslandArtWalk.

BY SUSANHOFFMAN

See ArtWalk, page A3

Huntington Beach officials
are offering mental health
services this week to people
who may have witnessed or
been in the vicinity of a police
officer-involved shooting
death on the crowded beach
Saturday afternoon.

In partnership with Be Well
OC, counseling/support ses-
sions are being offered for
those struggling or in need of
emotional support. For more
information, contact Be Well
OC’s Tony Delgado at (949)
300-0175.

The Orange County coro-
ner’s office has identified the
man killed as Ronnie Andrew
Garcia, 43. His city of resi-
dence was not released.

Garcia was shot by police
after a confrontation Sat-
urday on the sand at Hunt-
ington City Beach, near the
U.S. Open of Surfing and
Sandy’s Beach Shack just
south of the pier.

The surfing event had con-
cluded for the day by
3:15 p.m., when the Hunting-
ton Beach Police Department
received reports about a sus-
picious man with a gun.

Garcia was not compliant
to the multiple commands
given to him by the officers,
department spokeswoman
Jennifer Carey said.

A gun was recovered at the
scene, police said.

Graphic video posted on
social media showed Garcia
holding an object covered by
a white shirt and extending it
toward officers.

Gunshots are heard before
Garcia went to the ground in
pain.

He reached for the object in
the shirt again before several
more gunshots are seen hit-
ting his body.

After police and paramed-
ics attempted to perform
CPR, he was transferred to a
local hospital and pro-
nounced dead.

The shooting is under in-

Support
services
offered
after
shooting
Thehelp is for those
whomaywant
counselingafter a fatal
police confrontationat
HuntingtonCityBeach.
BYMATT SZABO

See Shooting, page A2

Determining a whale’s
health can be tricky, but a team
of researchers and scientists
working through a locally se-
cured grant are developing
noninvasive wellness checks
on an endangered species that
could shed light on why its
population is at risk.

A team of National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administra-
tion (NOAA) biologists follow-
ing a population of 73 South-
ern Resident killer whales off
the coast of Washington state
earlier this month began work-
ing with scientific advisers on a
method of capturing the ani-
mals’ health data in real time.

The hands-free approach
blends objective and subjec-
tive observations about indi-
vidual whales with unique
means of data and sample col-
lection, including scouting out
infections with thermal cam-
eras and flying drones equip-
ped with petri dishes into the
misty exhalation, or “blow,” of
a cetacean to check for respira-
tory problems.

Dr. Alissa Deming, vice pres-
ident of conservation medicine
and science for Laguna Beach’s
Pacific Marine Mammal Cen-
ter who awarded a $55,000
grant in 2020 from the National
Fish and Wildlife Foundation
that made the work possible,
said the project aims to devel-
op a process for deftly deliv-
ering deep-sea checkups.

“Biologists have already es-
tablished ways to assess body
conditions, and they’ve done a
really great job at it,” Deming
said. “This just adds another
layer to that.”

Awarded through NFWF’s
Killer Whale Research and
Conservation Program, the
grant let biologists in the field
collaborate with PMMC and
the Washington-based non-
profit SeaDoc Society to collect
data over a two-week period
that wrapped last Friday.

“This award is a major mile-
stone in [our] expanding reach
and impact on ocean health

Nonprofit
giving
whales
health
checkups
The goal of the
assessments is to
shed light on a wider
population decline
of the species.
BY SARA CARDINE

SeeWhales, page A2

F rom India’s Taj Mahal to the
ancient Mayan city of
Chichén-Itzá, amateur and

professional sand sculptors care-
fully shaped and crafted their
masterpieces on Corona del Mar
State Beach to take their would-be
tourists on a trip to “explore the
world” as part of Newport Beach’s

Photos by Don Leach | Staff Photographer

ASANDREPLICAof theTajMajal, carved in thesandat theNewportBeachsandcastle contest atCoronadelMar
StateBeachonSunday.Thisyear's theme“Explore theWorld” showedmany tinycastles fromaroundtheworld.

Sandcastle builders
‘explore the world’
BY LILLY NGUYEN

ABOVE: A crowd
favorite, “Pool
Sharks,” carved in the
sand at Corona del
Mar State Beach.

LEFT: The Doggie
Walk Bags team
created “Exploring
the World of
Animals” at Newport
Beach’s 59th annual
sandcastle contest.

See Sand, page A3
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say, ‘I remember when all
three North American Jet
Teams flew together in
Huntington Beach,’ ” Elliott
said in a news release. “If
you know anything about
airshows, or even if you
don’t, you will not want to
miss this spectacle.”

The Blue Angels will cele-
brate their 75th anniversary
at the show and fly new
F/A-18 Super Hornets, while
the Snowbirds are celebrat-
ing their 50th anniversary.

According to airshow offi-
cials, the Blue Angels and
the Thunderbirds are
scheduled to arrive in Or-
ange County on Wednesday
between 1 and 3 p.m.

The city of Huntington
Beach has already issued
warning to its residents to
expect loud jet noise
through Sunday. Residents
are asked to only dial 911 for
life-threatening emergen-
cies. For problems related
to the airshow, they’re asked
to call (714) 536-5985.

New to the airshow this
year is the Afterburner Mu-
sic Festival, a ticketed event
that runs Friday and Sat-
urday nights and features
Sammy Hagar & the Circle,
Sam Hunt and X Ambas-
sadors, among other acts.

For more information on
the airshow, visit pacificair
show.com or download the
app.

Continued from page A1
AIRSHOW

matthew.szabo@latimes.com
Twitter: @mjszabo

vestigation by the Orange
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment.

“The officers were wear-
ing body cameras, and
[the footage] will be given
to the Orange County
Sheriff’s Department as
part of their investigation,”

Carey said.
Carey said the city will

be holding a community
meeting in coming days
for members of the public
directly impacted by the
shooting to express their
concerns and ask ques-
tions. Details are still being
developed.

Continued from page A1
SHOOTING

matthew.szabo@latimes.com
Twitter: @mjszabo

The Laguna Beach City
Council unanimously ap-
proved amendments to the
bylaws concerning the de-
sign review board Tuesday,
the most notable of which
addressed a limit on the
number of consecutive
terms that can be served by
its members.

The changes required a
vote by the panel because
the board is appointed by
the council.

Community members on

the design review board will
now be able to serve up to
four consecutive two-year
terms before they must take
a two-year break. A board
member who terms out can
be reappointed after fulfill-
ing that required hiatus.

“I’m fine with these term
limits,” Councilman George
Weiss said. “They’re kind of
self-imposed by the [design
review board], so they agree
with it. We can always
change it down the road if it
doesn’t work. Exceptions
can be made by the coun-

cil.”
By imposing the manda-

tory break, it could allow for
participation from more
community members.

During the discussion,
Mayor Bob Whalen, Mayor
Pro Tem Sue Kempf and
Councilwoman Toni Ise-
man all indicated that they
were not in favor of term
limits.

Kempf said she felt there
is a steep learning curve in-
volved with serving on dis-
cretionary boards such as
the design review board,

adding, “Once you get a
good [design review board],
you want to keep that
[board] intact.”

Iseman found giving
board members with expe-
rience the opportunity for
reappointment after the
mandatory break to be
critical to her decision.

“I wouldn’t want to elimi-
nate people who served
their terms and want to
come back,” Iseman said.
“You take a look at the cur-
rent planning commission.
There’s so much talent on

that board. I would hate to
think that we would push
people off and not allow
them to come back.”

While the council
granted the term limits
amendment for the design
review board, resident Judie
Mancuso wondered aloud
if all the city’s committees
should be subject to the
same rules regarding serv-
ice time.

“It may be better to just
standardize all committees
and boards to have one
term limit, whether it’s four
years, eight years, whatever
… and then that’s it,” she
said.

The council directed City
Manager Shohreh Dupuis
to bring an agenda item to
a future meeting to address
the possible standardiza-
tion of term limits for the
remaining city committees.

In addition to the term
limits, the design review
board also submitted up-
dates to its bylaws pertain-
ing to practices that have
taken place since the
COVID-19 pandemic. The
bylaws now state the design
review board generally will

have its regular meetings at
5 p.m., as opposed to
6 p.m., on the second and
fourth Thursday of the
month. The section con-
cerning location has been
updated to state that meet-
ings may be held virtually.

The bylaws were also up-
dated to reflect procedure
for review of projects at
public hearings. Louis Weil,
chairman of the design re-
view board, said that the
amendments were made to
provide clarity as to how
meetings should be run,
while also emphasizing
fairness to both parties.

“The board felt this was
important to document
these procedures because it
ensures a more orderly
process [and] more equal
opportunity for the individ-
ual board members to par-
ticipate in the meeting,”
Community Development
Director Marc Wiener said.
“So that’s why they took it
upon themselves to update
the document and to estab-
lish the procedures.”

Laguna Beach’s design review board’s bylaws updated
BYANDREWTURNER

andrew.turner@latimes.com
Twitter: @AndrewTurnerTCN

and conservation,” PMMC
chief executive Peter Chang
said in an earlier statement.
“We are excited about this
collaborative effort in terms
of what it can do for this
critically endangered popu-
lation of whales.”

While the work is being
conducted on a small
population of orcas that mi-
grates along the Pacific
Coast and spends summer
and fall in Puget Sound,
Deming says the process
could have wider applica-
tions.

“The things being devel-
oped with Southern Resi-
dent killer whales will
hopefully be a way we can
do a doctor’s appointment
on a whale here that has an
entanglement,” she said of
baleen species frequently
imperiled by nets and lines.

Dr. Joe Gaydos, a UC
Davis wildlife veterinarian
and scientific director for
the SeaDoc Society, said es-
sentially creating medical
records and tracking data
over time can inform scien-
tists about the health of the
entire population, the
threats it faces and whether
conservation efforts are
working.

“We don’t want informa-

tion just for information’s
sake,” he said. “The goal is
to say what can we do dif-
ferently, or what can we do
better to help save this
population.”

For example, Southern
Resident killer whales,
whose diet relies heavily on
Chinook salmon, have re-
cently been discovered to
have high toxin levels. Boats
and other vessels also scare
pods away from salmon
runs and make it harder to
hunt.

Knowing whether health
factors contribute to declin-
ing population can help sci-
entists recommend policies
and regulations that may
affect positive change, Gay-
dos said.

On an individual level,
identifying an infection in a
female whale of calf-bear-
ing age and treating it in
time could have a direct in-
fluence on population size.

“When your kids are sick,
you need to take them to
the doctor to get more in-
formation — you don’t
know what to do until
then,” Gaydos explained.

“You have to develop the
tools to look at these things
first,” he continued. “That’s
what we’re doing, devel-
oping the tools.”

Courtesy of the Pacific Marine Mammal Center

AN ADULTMALE Southern Resident killer whale is
tracked by a research vessel. A team of researchers and
scientists working through a locally secured grant are
developing noninvasive wellness checks on an endangered
species that could shed light on why its population is at risk.

Continued from page A1
WHALES

sara.cardine@latimes.com
Twitter: @SaraCardine
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Tired of cutting your grass? Find a gardener in the Classified's
Service Directory!

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:

LINDA FRANCES YELLIN AKA
LINDA F. YELLIN

CASE NO. 30-2021-01220662-PR-OP-CJC
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent
creditors, and persons who may otherwise be interested
in the WILL or estate, or both of LINDA FRANCES
YELLIN AKA LINDA F. YELLIN.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by ERIC
YELLIN, JULIE YELLIN AND DAVID KYMAN in
the Superior Court of California, County of ORANGE.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that ERIC
YELLIN, JULIE YELLIN AND DAVID KYMAN be
appointed as personal representative to administer the
estate of the decedent.
THE PETITION requests the decedent's WILL and
codicils, if any, be admitted to probate. The WILL and
any codicils are available for examination in the file
kept by the court.
THE PETITION requests authority to administer the
estate under the Independent Administration of Estates
Act. (This authority will allow the personal
representative to take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain very important
actions, however, the personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested persons unless they
have waived notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administration authority will
be granted unless an interested person files an objection
to the petition and shows good cause why the court
should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held in this court
as follows: 11/04/21 at 2:00PM in Dept. C08 located at
700 CIVIC CENTER DRIVE WEST, SANTA ANA,
CA 92701
Notice in Probate Cases
(1) If you plan to appear, you must attend the hearing
by video remote using the court's designated video
platform; (2) Go to the Court's website at
http://www.occourts.org/media-relations/probate-
mental-health.html to appear for probate hearings and
for remote hearing instructions; (3) If you have
difficulty connecting to your remote hearing, call 657-
622-8278 for assistance.
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, you
should appear at the hearing and state your objections
or file written objections with the court before the
hearing. Your appearance may be in person or by your
attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent creditor
of the decedent, you must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal representative
appointed by the court within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first issuance of letters to a
general personal representative, as defined in section
58(b) of the California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days
from the date of mailing or personal delivery to you of
a notice under section 9052 of the California Probate
Code.
Other California statutes and legal authority may affect
your rights as a creditor. You may want to consult with
an attorney knowledgeable in California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If
you are a person interested in the estate, you may file
with the court a Request for Special Notice (form DE-
154) of the filing of an inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as provided in
Probate Code section 1250. A Request for Special
Notice form is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
TERENCE S. NUNAN - SBN 62287, PARKER,
MILLIKEN, CLARK, O'HARA & SAMUELIAN
555 S. FLOWER ST., 30TH FLR
LOS ANGELES CA 90071
9/22, 9/23, 9/29/21
CNS-3512647#
NEWPORT HARBOR NEWS PRESS COMBINED
WITH DAILY PILOT
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ACROSS
1 Ocean surge
5 "Didn't We
Almost Have __";
Whitney Houston
song
10 __ Pet;
terra-cotta fad gift
14 Till drawer stack
15 Noisy brawl
16 Ladder piece
17 Baseball's Mel &
his kin
18 Bubonic plague
20 Digit
21 Game of chance
22 Sworn
statements
23 Rex & Donna
25 Notes of the
scale
26 Vandalize
28 Freshens
31 Haywire
32 Wingless
insects
34 Feverish
36 Fuzzy residue
37 Rock climber's
challenge
38 Abundant
39 Ending for
Carol or Clement
40 Highways
41 Wicker: Var.
42 Strangest
44 Most rational
45 One not to be
trusted
46 Put on a scale
47 Undress
50 Nice

51 Large tree
54 School record
57 "Hey __"; Beatles
song
58 Sty cry
59 External
60 As wise __ owl
61 Cauldrons
62 Poor
63 Jewels

DOWN
1 Tap the horn
2 Very interested
in
3 Strong-willed
4 Tee's forerunner
5 Get in the way of
6 Adolescents
7 Furthermore
8 "__ Me Call You
Sweetheart"
9 Ring of flowers

10 Fold line
11 Actress Helen
12 Foot part
13 Quite a while
19 Cash advances
21 Beer containers
24 "__ of Eden";
James Dean film
25 Tree dropping
26 Artist Salvador
27 __ acids; units
that make up
proteins
28 Game officials,
for short
29 Home for Joe
& Jill
30 Divans
32 Musical symbol
33 Pot cover
35 Circus shelter
37 Expense

38 Pushed the
doorbell
40 Brings in the
harvest
41 Attack
43 Beverages
44 Guard
46 __ away; erased
47 Go no further
48 The Bee Gees
or Nirvana
49 Carry on
50 Flying toy
52 Eden evictee
53 Griffey Sr. &
Griffey Jr.
55 Felon
56 Poe's "Murders
in the __ Morgue"
57 Coughing spell

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Jacqueline E.
Mathews

Tribune Media
Services

For answers to the crossword, see page A4.

have the best landscape
scenes in SoCal,” said
Williams, who primarily
paints plein-air. “The sce-
nic California landscapes
are popular with tourists
because they want to take a
piece of California home
with them.”

Williams explained with
the entry fee of $250 even if
she just breaks even, it’s
worth it to get out there and
interact with the public.

“I get business after-
ward,” she said. “People will
follow up with something
they saw at the show or
commission me to paint
something special for
them.”

Mary Hardesty, a local
real estate broker who
sponsors the event, said she

found it to be “a pleasure to
be a part of the energy of
neighbors, friends and Is-
land visitors coming to-
gether in the spirit of cele-
brating our artists and be-

ing inspired by their pre-
sentations.”

Continued from page A1
ARTWALK

Photo by Susan Hoffman

MIXED-MEDIA ARTIST Karen Stein explains her
multilayered process to a Balboa Island ArtWalk attendee.

SUSAN HOFFMAN is a
contributor to Times
Community News.

59th annual sandcastle
contest.

Competitors hit the sands
early Sunday morning,
armed with their teammates,
tools and visions for adven-
ture while onlookers looked
on. This year’s theme was
“Explore the World.”

The competition was
organized by the Commo-
dores Club of the Newport
Beach Chamber of Com-
merce and was sponsored
this year by First Republic
Bank and City of Hope Or-
ange County.

Nineteen teams competed
Sunday for the Commodores
Award for best overall cre-
ation, people’s choice, most
unique sculpture, most
unique castle, most humor-
ous, best display of theme
and best creation in the
juniors’ division.

The Doggie Walk Bags

team emerged victorious as
the overall winner of the
competition with their sand
sculpture, “Exploring the
World of Animals.”

Chamber President and
Chief Executive Officer
Steven Rosansky said in an
email Tuesday that winners
in the remaining categories
will be announced in the

coming days.
The competition was

canceled last year due to
COVID-19, which Rosansky
said was likely the first time
that the chamber has had to
do so since the competition
began.

lilly.nguyen@latimes.com
Twitter: @lillibirds

Photos by Don Leach | Staff Photographer

A SAND REPLICA of the Chican Itza Mayan City is shown during Sunday’s contest.

Continued from page A1
SAND

THE FIRST REPUBLIC Bank's eagle is carved in the sand
at the sandcastle contest at Corona del Mar State Beach.
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FIND
an

apartment
through
classified

Senior Analyst – Mobile
Games. Closely work with
various stakeholders to
answer mission critical
questions by translat-
ing data into analysis of
metrics, new or existing
dashboards, & data deep
dives. Req. Master’s de-
gree in Statistics, Mgmt.
Info. Sys. or rel. field. Any
suitable combo of educ,
training &/or exp is ac-
ceptable. Jobsite: El Se-
gundo, CA. Send resume
ref#20223 to K. Finnsson,
Activision Publishing Inc,
100 N. Sepulveda Blvd.,
9th Fl, El Segundo, CA
90245

Employment

Thank you St Jude & Sa-
cred Heart of Jesus for
prayers answered-CM

Religious
Announcements
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Sell your Car
in Classified !

Classified is
CONVENIENT
whether you're
buying, selling,
or just looking,
classified has
what you need!
To advertise in
CLASSIFIED

go to
timescommunityadvertising.com

Teacher. Teach elemen-
tary & middle school
students. Teaching eu-
rhythmy, which means
artistic movement for
pedagogical purposes,
etc. Req. 2 yrs exp in job
or 2 yrs exp in teaching,
or as Eurythmy Teacher.,
or rel. occup. Any suitable
combo of educ, training,
&/or exp is acceptable.
Jobsite: Costa Mesa, CA.
Send resume: D. Garrett,
Waldorf School of Orange
County, 2350 Canyon Dr,
Costa Mesa, CA 92627

HEALTH CARE
Psychologist

Psychologist with
education and at least
2 years of experience

needed. Compassionate,
empathetic and under-
standing. Knowledge of
English, Armenian and
Russian are encouraged.

5012W Sunset Blvd
Unit 201 Los Angeles CA
90027 notoiroushealth-
careinc@yahoo.com
Asya Vostanikyan 424-

332-9536
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You’re 15 years old and
you just won the U.S. Open
of Surfing. How do you cel-
ebrate?

If you’re Caitlin Simmers,
“I think I’m just gonna get
pizza with some of my
friends.”

Simmers conceded that
even if she hadn’t won the
Open on Sunday afternoon
on the south side of the
Huntington Beach Pier, she
would have gotten pizza
with her friends anyway.

Such is the attitude of
Oceanside’s Simmers, who
turns 16 next month and
became the second-young-
est ever to win the Open.
Hawaii’s Malia Manuel was
14 when she won in 2008.

San Clemente’s Griffin
Colapinto won the men’s
event, first taking out Hunt-
ington Beach local Kanoa
Igarashi in the semifinals
before outlasting his long-
time rival Jake Marshall of
Encinitas in the final.

Simmers beat Hawaii’s
Gabriela Bryan in the wom-
en’s final, clinching the vic-
tory late in the 35-minute
heat with a 6.73 to go with
her 7.17 and give her a two-
wave total of 13.90 to Bry-
an’s 10.60.

But in many ways the
bigger heat was her semifi-
nal victory over Santa Ana’s
Courtney Conlogue, a two-
time U.S. Open winner who
won her first when she was
just 16.

Waves were hard to come
by in the heat, Simmers rid-
ing only two.

But she made the most of
her chances, scoring a 7.00
and 7.83 for a two-wave to-

tal of 14.83 to Conlogue’s
10.34.

“Courtney is really cool,”
Simmers said. “Whenever I
see her, she’s really nice and
really stoked, even if the
waves suck.”

Success has come swiftly
for Simmers, who this year
has won the Jack’s Pro in
Huntington, placed second
in the Super Girl Pro in
Oceanside and was third in

the Outer Banks Pro in
North Carolina. All three
were Qualifying Series
events.

But she’s not thinking
about qualifying for the
World Surf League’s Cham-
pionship Tour, at least not
yet.

“I’m not really trying to
qualify,” she said. “I’m just
trying to surf in events and
see what happens.”

Colapinto’s victory was
no surprise considering he
finished No. 6 in the world
on the just-concluded
Championship Tour. But in
doing so, he had to take out
Igarashi, who appeared
destined for a third Open
crown.

Colapinto and Igarashi
matched up against each
other in the 2018 Open final
with Igarashi coming out
on top in an epic heat.

But in their semifinal
heat on Sunday, Colapinto
put the pressure on
Igarashi immediately, scor-
ing a 7.17 only 30 seconds
into the heat and then a
6.10 a couple of minutes
later.

That left Igarashi needing
two big scores, which be-
came a nearly impossible
task considering the ocean
went flat for most of the
heat.

Igarashi got a 5.17 late in
the heat, but his two-wave
total was just 6.17 to Colap-
into’s 13.27.

“I expected that out of
him, no surprise,” Igarashi
said of Colapinto’s fast start.
“But I wasn’t too worried
about it because I knew I
had a lot of time. But I
guess Mother Nature some-
times can be the enemy.”

In the final, Colapinto,
23, was just too good, scor-
ing a two-wave total of
15.20 to Marshall’s 12.83. It
wasn’t the first time the two
have surfed against each
other, as they have clashed
for many years, and it
wasn’t always an amicable
relationship.

“We know each other su-
per well, we’ve competed
together since we were 9, 10
years old,” Colapinto said.

“And actually he was my
biggest rival when we were
younger for about four or
five years. We were just
head to head, weird things

were going on in between
us. But now everything’s all
good, we’re friends and it
was really cool to have a fi-
nal with him out here.”

Colapinto’s win was also
a win of sorts for the San
Clemente crew, which has a
budding rivalry with the
Brazilians. Granted, Brazil’s
top surfers — reigning
world champ Gabriel Me-
dina, reigning Olympic
champ Italo Ferreira and
Filipe Toledo — did not
compete at the Open, but
there were several other tal-
ented Brazilians who did
take part.

“We’re all in it to help
each other, so we’re always
giving each other advice
and looking out for each
other,” Colapinto said of
the group that includes
Kolohe Andino, Kade Mat-
son, Cole Houshmand,
Crosby Colapinto and oth-
ers. “So when one of us
wins, it feels like we all win.
We all celebrate together.

“Those guys [Brazilians]
have a good thing going on
with how tight their crew is
and that’s what we’re trying
to do in San Clemente,
have a tight crew and all be
there for each other. We’ve
seen it work for them and
we really want to push it for
ourselves.”

No Brazilian got further
than the quarterfinals in
the men’s division, as the
semifinals featured an all-
California quartet with
Long Beach’s Nolan Rapoza
joining Colapinto, Igarashi
and Marshall.

Simmers and Colapinto
each took home a cash
prize of $20,000, while run-
ners-up Bryan and Mar-
shall pocketed $10,000
each.

U.S. OPEN OF SURFING

Griffin Colapinto, Caitlin Simmers win titles
BY JOEHAAKENSON
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GRIFFIN COLAPINTO of San Clemente, left, and Caitlin Simmers of Oceanside are all
smiles as they hold their trophies after winning the 2021 U.S. Open of Surfing on Sunday.

JOE HAAKENSON is a
contributor to Times
Community News.

SAGE HILL SCHOOL alumna Courtney Conlogue does a
cutback during the U.S. Open of Surfing women's semifinals.


