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Newport Beach may soon take a
step closer to constructing a con-
fined aquatic dredged disposal site
— basically, a deep, underwater
hole — for dredged material con-
sidered too toxic to be released into
the ocean, depending on council
action this Tuesday.

Discussion on constructing a
confined aquatic dredged disposal
site to remove the mercury-tainted
sediment dates to 2019.

Newport Harbor is one of the
largest recreational harbors in the
country and natural processes of
storm water and erosion flowing
into the harbor cause the move-
ment and accumulation of sedi-
ment, according to a staff report
prepared for Tuesday’s meeting.

That sediment needs to be
dredged periodically to maintain
federally authorized channel
depths for safe navigation.

The federal channels extend
from the entrance channel to the
turning basin adjacent to Newport
Boulevard bridge. They also extend
from the east anchorage between
Bay Island and Lido Isle to Marina
Park, according to city staff.

Those channels are the responsi-
bility of the U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers, while the rest of the harbor
is maintained by Orange County
and the city of Newport Beach.

The city last undertook a major,
but partial dredging in Newport
Harbor between 2012 and 2013.
That work resulted in the removal
of about 600,000 cubic yards of ma-
terial.

While recent sediment character-
istic studies showed that the major-
ity of sediment could be disposed
at a federally controlled open
ocean disposal site or at a near-
shore disposal zone along New-
port’s ocean beaches, some bottom
sediment cannot be disposed in
those locations due to high con-
centrations of polychlorinated bi-
phenyls and mercury slightly above
ocean disposal limits.

City staff said confined aquatic
dredged disposal sites are con-

Newport
to look at
dredging
project
in bay
The City Council is
expected to discuss the
underwater disposal site
at its Tuesday meeting.
BY LILLY NGUYEN

See Dredging, page A2

T he city of Huntington
Beach raised the
LGBTQ rainbow flag at

City Hall for the first time in a
ceremony Saturday morning.

It will fly until the end of
June. The City Council voted
6-0 to fly the flag and recog-
nize June as LGBTQ Pride
Month during a meeting on
May 3.

Saturday was Harvey Milk
Day, celebrating the life and
accomplishments of the first
openly gay person elected to
public office in California.
Milk was a member of the
San Francisco Board of Super-
visors before he was assassi-
nated in 1978.

Following the ceremony,
city staff also raised the
LGBTQ rainbow flag at the
Huntington Beach Pier, the
Central Library and the Sen-
ior Center at Central Park.

— Matt Szabo

Rainbow
flag flies at
Huntington
Beach
City Hall

Since the coronavirus pan-
demic began, the IKEA store in
Costa Mesa has become a
sought-out destination, not ex-
actly for commerce but assist-
ance, as employees partnered
with the nonprofit Power of One
Foundation to provide free food
to families in need.

On May 15, during a citywide
day of service called “Love Costa
Mesa,” team members distribut-
ed their last box of perishables,
closing the trunk, for now, on a
collaboration that grew to epic
proportions during a time of cri-
sis.

With the tide of the virus be-
ginning to recede, the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture’s Far-
mers to Families Food Box pro-
gram — a temporary relief effort
that provided more than 171 mil-
lion boxes of food to distributing
bodies nationwide — will end
May 31.

Born out of necessity and fu-
eled for 14 months by record-
high unemployment and food in-
security, the Swedish retailer and
Santa Ana-based assistance or-
ganization first teamed up in
April to provide boxes of perish-
able grocery items in a drive-
through curbside format.

It was an ideal partnership.
Power of One, which had hosted
large-scale food giveaways in
Santa Ana, could get supplies

through its connection to Com-
munity Action Partnership of Or-
ange County’s Food Bank, while
IKEA had plenty of room and
hands to help.

“IKEA was shut down partially,
so they didn’t have the customer
traffic and gave us the whole left
side of the parking lot,” Power of
One Foundation President and
chief executive Andre Roberson
said Friday. “Because the parking
lot’s so big, we were able to create
winding car queues.”

Strategy and placement were
key as glad recipients moved
through car lines at a rate of
about 1,000 vehicles per hour.

Starting with two massive dis-

tribution events in April and May
and continuing with curbside
food pickup by appointment and
free diapers and wipes to those
who qualified, organizers esti-
mate more than 17,583 families
have been served.

“It was really an epic journey,”
said Shawnee Witt, POOF’s vice
chair and operations director.
“We’d have our hearts warmed
and our hearts broken every day
by the juxtaposition of everyone
coming together to help their
community with the sobering
need that was in front of us.”

Witt credited IKEA with organ-

Volunteers end 14 months of food
giveaways at IKEA in Costa Mesa

Courtesy of IKEA

CARS LINE UP at a May 15 food distribution event at the Costa Mesa
IKEA, held through a partnership with the Power of One Foundation.

See Food, page A2

BY SARA CARDINE

The Laguna Beach City Coun-
cil has awarded a contract for
preliminary engineering and en-
titlements for the Promenade on
Forest Avenue.

The proposal brought to the
Tuesday meeting was unani-
mously approved, with condi-
tions, after substantial public in-
put and a lengthy discussion.
The city awarded the contract to
RRM Design Firm, which will be
paid $376,990 for its services.

Five proposals were submit-
ted. An evaluation committee re-
viewed the proposals. The other
proposals came from Gensler,
Psomas, Stantec Consulting
Services Inc. and SWA.

Thomas Perez, a capital pro-
gram manager for the city, said
that the firm will be asked to
draft a programming plan.

It is expected to address the
space allotted to restaurants and
retail businesses, as well as
places to gather and those desig-
nated for live performances.

A staff report for the project
noted that the programming
plan would need to consider a
wide array of activities and
events, including musical per-
formances and dancing, farmers
markets and art shows.

Two conceptual alternatives
are to be provided, one of which
would involve extensive im-
provements such as leveling the
street, new lighting and land-
scaping, reconstructed sidewalks
and decorative pavement.

“We feel [the draft program-
ming plan] would be approxi-
mately a two-month effort, and
then the entitlement would be

See Laguna, page A4

Don Leach
Staff
Photographer

THE
PROMENADE
on Forest in
downtown
Laguna Beach
opened to the
public in June
2020.

Laguna brings in design
firm as it looks at future
of Promenade on Forest
BYANDREWTURNER

Photos by Kevin Chang
Staff Photographer

HUNTINGTON
BEACH RAISED

the LGBTQ rainbow
flag at City Hall for the
first time on Saturday.
The occasion fell on

Harvey Milk Day, which
celebrates the life and
accomplishments of
the first openly gay
person elected to

California public office.
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New extended hours are Monday–Saturday 11am–8pm and Sunday from 11am–7pm

Monique Lhuillier

South Coast Plaza is the ultimate destination for brides and grooms. Discover designer gowns,

fine jewelry and special occasion wear for each part of the celebration.

San Diego FWY (405) at Bristol St., Costa Mesa, CA SOUTHCOASTPLAZA.COM 800.782.8888

@SouthCoastPlaza #SCPStyle

THE MODERN WEDDING

Baccarat · Brunello Cucinelli · Burberry · Bvlgari · Canali · Cartier · Christian Louboutin

Crate and Barrel Home Store · David Yurman · Dior Men · Ermenegildo Zegna · Frette · Gianvito Rossi · Giorgio Armani

Harry Winston · Hermès · Jimmy Choo · John Varvatos · La Perla · Louis Vuitton · Mikimoto · Monique Lhuillier

Oscar de la Renta · Pottery Barn · Prada · Ralph Lauren · RH · Roger Vivier · Saint Laurent · Salvatore Ferragamo

Sur La Table · Thom Browne · Tiffany & Co. · Williams Sonoma · Wolford · Zimmermann

partial listing

New extended hours are Monday–Saturday 11am–8pm and Sunday 11am–7pm

ACROSS
1 Old Testament
book
4 Heats up
9 Family member
13 Felt remorseful
about
15 Give __; care
16 Take __; assume
control
17 Asterisk
18 Uptight
19 Helpful clue
20 Deadlock
22 __ up; tallies
23 Military
conflicts
24 Taro root paste
26 Destructive
bugs
29 Spent lavishly
34 Nuts
35 More bashful
36 Actress
Longoria
37 Sink stopper
38 __ off; becomes
less angry
39 Singer Joan
40 Pronoun
41 Purple shade
42 __ Haute, IN
43 Put together
45 Company
46 Name for 13
popes
47 Fling
48 Bread for a
gyro
51 Acquiring
56 Stunt pilot's
maneuver
57 __ with;
handled, as a
situation
58 Close at hand
60 Is in debt
61 Immature
insect
62 Make money
63 Cross a shallow
creek
64 Word of
welcome
65 Cobb's
namesakes

DOWN

1 Yrbk. section
2 Time-__; game
pauses
3 Exhausted
4 Irrigates
5 Throat-clearing
sounds
6 Columnist
Barrett

7 More than half
8 Church toppers
9 Angora goat's
coat
10 Passionate
11 Repair
12 __ and crafts
14 Raffle
21 Godiva's title

25 "The Lord's
Prayer" opener
26 Plato's "A"
27 Krak—w natives
28 Store window
posting
29 Push roughly
30 Stack
31 First, neutral,
reverse, etc.
32 Chris with a
racket
33 Stupors
35 Motown music
38 Kit's partner, in
phrase
39 Make a __ for;
go straight toward
41 Monsieur's wife:
abbr.
42 Rotate
44 Pass, as time
45 Stringed
instrument
47 Bisect
48 Turn the soil
49 Sioux City's
location
50 __ the line;
obeyed
52 Lima or fava
53 Small fruit pie
54 "Cool!"
55 Actor Cooper
59 Nurses, for
short

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Jacqueline
E. Mathews

SUDOKU
By The Mepham Group

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit, 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit sudoku.org.uk.

Tribune Media
Services

For answers to the crossword and
Sudoku puzzles, see page A4.

structed by digging a hole,
then disposing of the initial
material removed from the
hole in the ocean.

Then, the non-ocean
quality bottom sediment is
placed into the hole. A cap
of suitable material then is
placed on top to create a
physical barrier between
the contaminated material

and the ocean.
The site is proposed for

the central portion of lower
Newport Harbor and be-
tween Bay Island, Harbor
Island and Lido Isle.

The next dredging proj-
ect is expected to cost
$20 million and construc-
tion of the disposal site is
anticipated for 2022. The
proposed ordinance indi-
cates about 300,000 cubic
yards of material will be
dredged.

About 106,900 cubic
yards of unsuitable material
from the federal channels
and 50,000 cubic yards
from other harbor channels
will be placed within the
CAD.

City Council members
will be considering adop-
tion of a resolution that will
certify an environmental
impact report for the work.

Continued from page A1
DREDGING

lilly.nguyen@latimes.com
Twitter: @lillibirds

izing a massive undertak-
ing that allowed the Power
of One Foundation to pro-
vide supplies and volun-
teers from across several
local nonprofits, while
store employees handled
day-of logistics.

“The heart that they’ve
had for helping the com-
munity has been revolu-
tionary and, in my mind,
should be an example,”
Witt said.

Vanessa Pasillas, a loyalty
manager for the Costa
Mesa IKEA, said the corpo-
ration values community
service and typically allows
individual stores to select
one of multiple areas of fo-
cus on which to concen-
trate their philanthropic ef-
forts. In late 2019, the Costa
Mesa store decided to shift
from serving schools and
educational causes to a
new one.

“We’d made a plan we
wanted to focus on home-
less and food insecurity,
and it just so happened the
pandemic came the same
year as the strategy we
chose,” Pasillas said.

So, when Costa Mesa city
leaders reached out to the
retailer in the early days of
the pandemic, employees
were willing to assist how-
ever they could. During
food distributions held
April 23 and May 7, they
passed out 2,400 boxes.
Power of One Foundation
helped train employees on
the ins and outs of hosting
a distribution.

“[Andre] came in and di-
rected us ... on how to set it
up,” Pasillas said. “We

trusted Power of One to
lead us and help make it
happen.”

POOF was founded in
2019 but sprang from an-
other Santa Ana nonprofit
— Official No One Left Be-
hind, founded by Rober-
son’s mom Brenda Hall and
grandmother Juanita
Stocker — which has pro-
vided food assistance to
low-income families for
more than a decade.

That experience proved a
rich training ground for
Roberson who, with Witt,
wanted to widen the model
in communities through-
out Orange County. By the
time the pandemic hit, the
foundation found itself
handing out food to end-
less lines of cars.

“The first distribution,
we had five miles of traffic,
and by the third one, the
police had to shut us down.
They had to move us be-
cause our traffic kept get-
ting bigger and bigger,”
Roberson recalled of the
initial response.

In addition to working
with IKEA to coordinate
the curbside pickup of food

and diapers, multiple times
each week at first and then
slightly less as the pan-
demic wore on, POOF held
several other distribution
events.

Between March 2020
and May 1 of this year,
more than 2.5 million indi-
viduals ate meals made
with food provided
through the Power of One
Foundation. Diapers will
continue to be distributed
at the Costa Mesa IKEA
into summer for families
that qualify for assistance.

Now that the USDA’s Far-
mers to Families program
is winding down and goods
become harder to secure,
POOF members plan to
take a month or two to re-
set and consider their long-
er-term goals. But they will
not soon forget the pan-
demic.

“You just saw the best in
the community,” Roberson
said. “Whether you were in
need or weren’t in need,
everybody saw the need to
be there for each other.”

Continued from page A1
FOOD

Courtesy of Power of One Foundation

IKEA EMPLOYEES participate in an October 2020
food distribution event at the IKEA in Costa Mesa.

sara.cardine@latimes.com
Twitter: @SaraCardine
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For more information, please visit memorialcare.org/now
or scan the QR code with your phone camera.

MemorialCare
NOW.

We’re here to help you

feel better ... fast. With

MemorialCare NOW, you

can get quality care, when,

where and how you want

it. Access our full suite of

on-demand services, on

your schedule.

Get On-Demand Care With

Video visit

Meet with a provider
face-to-face using
a camera-enabled

smartphone
or computer.

What can be treated
during a video visit?

There are many
conditions that
can be treated

virtually. You can
see a provider “on
demand” for an

urgent health need
or normal office visit
that does not require

a physical exam.

eVisit

We make it simple
to get care on

your schedule. No
appointment.

No waiting rooms.
Available 24/7.

What can be treated
during an eVisit?

You can be
diagnosed and

treated for a variety of
common conditions.

How does it work?

Online interview
takes five to 15
minutes and a
MemorialCare

provider will review
within one hour.

Urgent care

When medical needs
just can’t wait, our
team of award-

winning physicians
is ready to treat you
and your family, in-
person or virtually.

What can be
treated at an urgent

care center?

Non-emergent
urgent medical

needs for all ages.

Emergency care

With every
protection and

precaution, we are
experienced and
ready to care for
all patients at any
time at our four
leading hospitals.

What can be treated
in the emergency

department?

Life-threatening
situations and
needs requiring

immediate attention.
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Classified is
CONVENIENT
whether you're
buying, selling,
or just looking,
classified has
what you need!
To advertise in
CLASSIFIED

go to
timescommunityadvertising.com

Classified is
CONVENIENT
whether you're
buying, selling,
or just looking,
classified has
what you need!
To advertise in
CLASSIFIED

go to
timescommunityadvertising.com

Classified is
CONVENIENT
whether you're
buying, selling,
or just looking,
classified has
what you need!
To advertise in
CLASSIFIED

go to
timescommunityadvertising.com

Office Coordinator
Bachelor Degree in any

Major req’d
Resume to Alex Ryu
Korean Gospel Broad-
casting Company, Inc.
2641W La Palma Ave
Anaheim CA 92801

Employment

Antique BUYER
American Estate Buyers
Buying Antiques, Art,
Jewelry & More
(323) 829-3911 -Jack

Antiques

MARKETPLACE
To place an ad, go to

http://timescommunityadvertising.com/

CITY OF NEWPORT BEACH

NOTICE INVITING BIDS

Sealed bids shall be submitted electronically via
PlanetBids to office of the City Clerk,

100 Civic Center Drive, Newport Beach, CA 92660
By 10:00 AM on the 15th day of June, 2021,

at which time such bids shall be opened and read for

16TH STREET PUMP STATION
BACK-UP GENERATOR AND UPGRADES

Contract No. 7693-2

$2,450,000
Engineer's Estimate

Approved by
James M. Houlihan

Deputy PWD/City Engineer

Prospective bidders may obtain Bid Documents,
Project Specifications and Plans via PlanetBids:

http://www.planetbids.com/portal/portal.cfm?Comp
anyID=22078

Hard copy plans are available via
Mouse Graphics at (949) 548-5571

659 W. 19th Street, Costa Mesa, CA 92627

Contractor License Classification(s) required for this
project: “A” and all electrical work shall be

performed by a Contractor with a “C-10” license.
For further information, call Ben Davis, Project

Manager at (949) 644-3317

NOTICE:

No contractor or subcontractor may be listed on a bid
proposal for a public works project (submitted on or
after March 1, 2015) unless registered with the

Department of Industrial Relations pursuant to Labor
Code section 1725.5 [with limited exceptions from this
requirement for bid purposes only under Labor Code

section 1771.1(a)].

No contractor or subcontractor may be awarded a
contract for public work on a public works project
(awarded on or after April 1, 2015) unless registered
with the Department of Industrial Relations pursuant to

Labor Code section 1725.5.

This project is subject to compliance monitoring and
enforcement by the Department of Industrial Relations.

MANDATORY PRE-BID SITE WALK:
A mandatory job walk will be conducted for this

project on
Thursday June 3rd, 2021 at 10:00AM at 16th Street

Utilities yard located at
949 16th Street, Newport Beach, CA 92660

Sarah “Helen” Romero
August 10, 1929 - May 18, 2021

Sarah “Helen” Lawson Romero was born in Appleton City,
Missouri. Raised on a farm with 7 siblings, Helen was the
oldest girl and helped to raise the “little ones”. It was here
that she learned how to cook and feed a large family. At the
age of 19 she left Missouri and eventually landed in southern
California where she soon met Harold Romero. They married
in 1955 and settled in Costa Mesa where they lived for 66
years and raised their family. Helen was employed in food
services with the Newport Mesa Unified School District for 30
years. Her talent with cooking fed many parishioners at St.
Joachim’s parish and the neighboring community. She passed
those talents on to her children who then developed their own
love of cooking and feeding others. She is remembered for
her generous spirit, warm heart and hospitality. Survived by
husband Ruben “Harold” Romero, children Charles, Debbi
Romero-Holman (Mary Kay), Robert (Linda), Julia Brooks
(Tom) and grandsons Lawson and Aaron. Services will
be held at St. Joachim’s Catholic Church in Cost Mesa on
Tuesday, May 25 at 10:45, followed by burial at Pacific View
cemetery. In lieu of flowers, donations made be made in
Helen’s name to The Giving Farm or Share Our Selves.
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CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS

freestyle (1:38.91) and the
100 backstroke (50.28). He
and his relay teammates
had their sights set on the
200 medley relay record.

“It was like a 30-year-old
record,” he said. “We look
up to the guys who broke
that record because they are
alumni, and they all have
siblings or other people
connected to our sport and
we really wanted to beat it.”

Dodd’s relay teammates
all won two individual
events apiece. Cunningham
took the 100 freestyle (46.15)
and the 50 freestyle (21.43).
Tas-Palcza won the 200-
yard individual medley
(1:55.65) and the 100 breast-
stroke (58.31), and Ryder
Dodd won the 100 butterfly
(49.20) and the 500 freestyle
(4:35.00).

High school swimmers
packed the Ocean View
High School pool Friday for
the Sunset Conference
swimming finals, which in-
cluded both Surf League
and Wave League boys’ and
girls’ competition.

For the Huntington
Beach boys, Friday’s Wave
League finals meet will last
in their memories for a life-
time. The Oilers secured 868
points to win a league title
for the first time since 1938.
Edison came in second with
663.5 points.

In addition, the Hunting-
ton Beach boys’ 200-yard
medley relay team of Caden
Cunningham, Ryder Dodd,
Finneas Tas-Palcza and
Chase Dodd set a meet
record with a time of one
minute, 32.62 seconds.

In his nine years as the
Huntington Beach swim
coach Ryan Camps has tak-
en his team from winless
seasons to a league title.

“Building a program
takes time and this group of
boys puts in the time,”
Camps said. “You’ve got
good programs in the area
like Edison and Mater Dei.
It’s an open school district,
so to build a good program
takes a while. I’m really ex-
cited.”

Oilers senior Chase Dodd
was a member of the
record-breaking relay team
and a winner of the 200

Laguna Beach took home
the Wave League girls’ title
by amassing 712 points,
besting second-place Hunt-
ington Beach which fin-
ished with 533 points.

Individually, Jana Jocic
won the 200 individual
medley (2:11.18) and the 100
breaststroke, where she
broke the Laguna Beach
school record she set herself
with a time of 1:03.89.

The Breakers and head
coach Ethan Damato ex-
perienced a first of their
own Friday afternoon.

“It’s our first league
championship in this
league,” he said. “We got
second our first year, and
we didn’t swim last year be-
cause of COVID. To win
league is great. It’s a great
accomplishment.”

Los Alamitos swept the
Surf League finals. The
Griffins won the boys’ title
with 928.5 points, beating
out second-place Newport
Harbor (552 points), while
the girls won with 899.5
points, beating out Foun-
tain Valley (643.5 points).

The Los Alamitos boys’
team has now won three
consecutive league titles,
and head coach Brett Dana
says the Griffins’ team-first
mentality leads to their suc-
cess in an individual sport.

“We do a really good job
of taking club swimmers
and explaining to them that
this isn’t about individuals,”
Dana said. “The guys are
really selfless. They don’t
necessarily swim their best
events for us. They swim
what we need them to swim
in order to be the best we
can possibly be.”

Senior Gabe Chang and
his 400 freestyle relay team-
mates Jack Ryan, Jake Luge-
hbuehl and Josh
Hamamoto also broke a
Surf League meet record
with a time of 3:07.21.

“It feels incredible,”
Chang said. “That was our
goal the entire year to break
it. We are pumped that we
got it.”

On the girls’ side, Saman-
tha Banos won the 200 indi-
vidual medley (2:02.76) for
Los Alamitos. Banos and
her team powered through
adversity to win the league
after the team had to be
quarantined for a positive
COVID-19 test. Los Alami-
tos’ best swimmer Elizabeth
Ramirez also left the Griffins
to join the Colombian na-
tional team.

“It feels really good be-
cause we worked so hard
and we overcame so much,”
Banos said. “It was stressful,
but I knew we could come
back from it. We are such a
close-knit team and we
have good depth. Being able
to come back and win is just
super rewarding for us.”

CIF Southern Section
swimming qualifiers will be
posted Saturday at 3 p.m.

Huntington Beach boys’ swim
team ends league title drought

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

HUNTINGTON BEACHHigh swimmer Caden Cunningham
reacts after winning the 200-yard medley relay on Friday.

BYANTHONY CIARDELLI

dailypilot@latimes.com
Twitter: @DailyPilotSport

an additional 10 months,
assuming no unforeseen
issues arise during that
process, and so we antici-
pate the completion in ob-
taining all of the necessary
entitlements by June of
2022,” Perez said.

Perez added that stake-
holder meetings and three
community meetings
would be conducted to get
public input, and after that
the plan would be brought
back to council.

Councilman George
Weiss noted some of the
improvements for how he
would like the Promenade
to function.

“I want the Promenade
to feel like it’s not designed
as a commercial endeav-
or,” Weiss said. “I men-
tioned I want it to be fam-
ily-friendly so that families
can go there. There should
be space set aside that’s
designated for kids be-
tween 2 and 12, furniture
in that space, kid-friendly
in size and scale, attrac-
tions that engage kids in
science, arts and music.”

Both Councilwoman
Toni Iseman and Weiss
cast their votes of approval
with conditions. Attached
to the council’s approval
were the conditions that
the project examine the is-
sues of cost-bearing, de-
sign, parking and traffic.

“This is going to hap-
pen,” Iseman said. “I just
hope that we look at it
critically and make deci-
sions that just make it bet-
ter.”

In supporting the proj-
ect, Mayor Bob Whalen in-
dicated that he wants to
continue to improve upon
the Promenade, rather
than largely replicate its
current version.

Multiple council mem-
bers mentioned that the
restaurants could be asked
to contribute for the con-
tinued use of outdoor din-
ing decks.

“We did that to kind of
get the town going, and so
I think we can offset our
loss in parking revenue by
charging a leasing fee to
the restaurants,” Mayor
Pro Tem Sue Kempf said.

Councilman Peter Blake
said he believes the Prom-
enade is centered around
dining and added that he
felt restaurants would be
happy to pay for the addi-
tional seating. He respond-
ed to critics of the Prome-
nade in throwing his sup-
port behind it.

“COVID has finally given
us an opportunity to take
this risk that we’ve wanted
to take for so many years,
and now that we’ve had a
chance to dine outdoors,
we find that this is the way
we want to eat,” Blake said.

Continued from page A1
LAGUNA

andrew.turner@latimes.com
Twitter: @AndrewTurnerTCN


