Rep. Shirley

Chisholm Formally Enters Contest for Presidency: First ...

Los Angeles Times (1923-1995); Jan 25, 1972; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times

pg. 2

2 NN

RUNNING - . Rep. Ronald V. Dellums (D-Calif) conaratulates
Rep. Shirley Chisholm (D-N.Y.) on her entry in presidential race.
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. ENDORSEMENT- ~Pennsylvania Gov. Milton J. Shapp stands next

TO dEN. EAMUNG >, MUsKie at @ Harrisburg press conterence at
which he announced his support for the presidential candidate.
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UNFURLS BANNER- Supporter of Gov. George C. Wallace holds
Lontederate flag at 1ampa, Fia., rally at waich the governor spoke.

Rep. Shirley Chisholm Formally
Enters Contest for Presidency

First U.S. Negro Congresswoman, a Democrat, Says
She Is Not Just ‘the Candidate for Black America’

By Associated Press

Rep. Shirley Chisholm, the
nation's first black congresswoman,
formally announced her candidacy
taday for the Democratic presiden-
tial nomination.

In the same Bedford-Stuyvesant
slum neighborhood where she once
taught school, the fiery congresswo-
man from Brooklyn told a news con-
ference in Concord Baptist Church:

‘I am not the candidate of black
America, although I am black and
proud. I am not the candidate of the
women's movement in this country,
although I am a woman, and I am
equally proud of that."

Mrs. Chisholm said, "I am con-
vinced that the American people are
in a mood to discard the politics and
the political personalities of the past.

"We have looked in vain to the
Nixon Administration for the cour-
age, spirit, character and the words
to lift us, to bring out the best in us,
to rekindle in each of us our {aith in
the American dream."

Rep. Chisholm, 47, clected to Con-
gress in 1968 after four years in the
New York Legislature, said she be-
lieved that Americans would show
in 1972 and thereafter that "they in-
tend to make independent judg-
ments on the merits of a particular
condidate based on the candidate's
intellizence, character, physical

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

ability, competence, integrity and
honesty."

In Harrisburg, Pa, meanwhile,
Sen. Edmund S. Muskie picked up
another powerful endorsement in
his race for the nomination as Gov,
Milton J. Shapp announced his sup-
port of the Maine Democrat.

Shapp, who will lead the Pennsyl-
vania delegation, third biggest in
the Democratic convention, said he
would campaign hard for Muskie, a
man who "will help us restore our
faith in ourselves."

Gov. George C. Wallace of Ala-
bama, speaking in Tampa, Fla,
charged that sore of his Demecraiie
rivals "are telling it like it ain't. Fv-
eryone of them has been giving your
money away." He announced his
campaign slogan: "Big government,
go home where you belong."

Iis audience, less than the 8,000 to
10,000 his aides had predicted, gave
him standing ovations several times.




