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Fountain Valley commu-
nity groups received a
boost on Tuesday, as
Hyundai Motor America
presented multiple checks
in support of the area the
company calls home.

Hyundai, which has a
headquarters in Fountain
Valley just north of the 405
freeway, has become a
leading sponsor in several

community events, includ-
ing the annual Summer-
fest, the holiday tree light-
ing, and a local 5K and col-
or run.

“Hyundai’s vision is
progress for humanity, and
for us, that means giving
back to the community
where we live and work,”
Brandon Ramirez, director
of corporate social respon-

Courtesy of Hyundai Motor America

HYUNDAI REPRESENTATIVES present a donation at
the Fountain Valley City Council meeting on Tuesday.

Hyundai supports
community groups
in Fountain Valley
BYANDREWTURNER

See Supports, page A2

Once at an existential
crossroads — after state
legislators enacted a ban on
the sale of firearms and am-
munition on state-owned
property, first in Orange
County and then statewide
— gun shows have returned
to the fairgrounds in Costa
Mesa.

The Crossroads of the
West Gun Show reopened
to the public on Friday and
will run through Sunday,
marking a return to the fa-
cility and a decades-long
tradition at the site, after
the last show closed its
doors on Nov. 28, 2021.

Its shuttering came on
the heels of Senate Bill 264,
authored by state Sen. Dave
Min (D-Irvine), a prohib-
ition that applied only to
Orange County and took ef-
fect on Jan. 1, 2022.

A second piece of legisla-
tion proposed by Min, Sen-
ate Bill 915, enacted a state-
wide ban that became law
in 2023 and applied to most
county fairgrounds, which
serve as districted agricul-
tural associations under the
state’s Department of Food
and Agriculture.

Min claimed the bans
closed a “legal loophole,”
wherein bad actors took
advantage of the legal
shows to procure firearms
and parts for unregistered
ghost guns, either through
straw sales or theft.

But the plan to put an
end to such activities back-
fired on Oct. 30, when a
federal judge granted a pre-
liminary injunction over-
turning both bills on the
grounds they did little to
materially restrict people’s
access to guns and seemed
to constitute an effort to
ban all aspects of gun cul-
ture.

U.S. District Court Judge
John W. Holcomb issued
his opinion in response to
an August 2022 lawsuit
filed by a group of gun ad-
vocates led by Crossroads
of the West, who claimed
the bills infringed upon
their constitutional rights
to freely associate in public.

Holcomb ordered state

officials and lawmakers to
restrain themselves from
“engaging in, committing
or performing, directly or
indirectly, by any means
whatsoever, any enforce-
ment of” both bills.

He further ordered offi-
cials with the O.C. Fair &
Event Center, who operate
the fairgrounds, to allow or-
ganizers of the Utah-based
Crossroads of the West to
resume scheduling shows
at the site.

While OCFEC’s board of
directors would not com-
ment on the matter, center
spokeswoman Terry Moore
confirmed Tuesday pro-
moters approached the or-
ganization on Oct. 30, the
day of the federal ruling, to
start booking dates in 2024.

In addition to this week-
end, for which OCFEC is
receiving $123,291, Moore
said another show has
been tentatively set for
sometime around late
March.

Min, who was sitting in
session in Sacramento
Thursday, maintained
there was no solid constitu-
tional basis for Holcomb’s
injunction, which is being
appealed. “The evidence is
very clear that more guns
lead to more gun violence,
and this is particularly true
of gun shows, where ‘ghost
guns,’ which do not require
background checks or
carry serial numbers are
sold and secondary unli-
censed transactions be-
tween patrons regularly
take place,” Min said in a
statement.

“I am beyond disap-
pointed that the gun show
has temporarily returned to
Orange County, but I am
confident that this extrem-
ist decision will be over-
turned on appeal.”

Gun shows at
fairgrounds
fire back up
After a 2-year state
ban, Crossroads
of the West returns
to Costa Mesa
this weekend.
BY SARA CARDINE

sara.cardine@latimes.com
Twitter: @SaraCardine

“I am beyond
disappointed
that the gun
show has
temporarily
returned to
Orange County.”

State Sen. Dave MinW hen it comes to sustainable
fashion, the students in Sage Hill
School’s Reimagined Fashion

Upcycling Club have a real passion for it.
So much so that the club held its sec-

ond annual fashion show — “Deja Vu
Through the Decades” — to a warm
crowd of community members and fans
at the school’s Black Box theater on Fri-
day. About 60 models were gathered from
the school’s campus to wear the 80 pieces
of “upcycled” clothing fabricated by club
members throughout the school year.

All pieces were made to be sold at the
Melrose Trading Post in Los Angeles with
proceeds to go to nonprofit Remake, an
advocacy group for fair pay and climate
justice in the fashion industry.

Club co-presidents Anna Yang and
Sofia Jellen said the show’s theme takes
from the concept of “deja vu” in that the
featured clothing items clothes were attire
many community members may have
already seen, but given new life and flair
pulled through core aesthetics of every
decade from the 1960s until the early
2000s.

Yang said she started the club in 2022
after finishing a summer course at the
Parsons School of Design in New York.
She said she learned about the concept of
“upcycling” there — which, in her case,
involved taking old clothes and embel-
lishing it to create a new piece to avoid
buying into fast fashion.

“We had just had the club fair and I was
thinking, ‘Well, why don’t I try to upcycle

Photos by Don Leach | Staff Photographer

KARMEN SANDHUwalks the runway during the Reimagined Fashion Upcycling Club show at Sage Hill School.

‘Upcycled’ fashion show
looks at decades of style
BY LILLY NGUYEN

PAUL
CAUFFMAN,
above, and
Wenny Han
model upcycled
fashion at “Deja
Vu Through the
Decades.” The
event aimed to
bring awareness
to the effects of
fast fashion on
the
environment
and the workers
in factories who
manufacture
clothes and
shoes around
the world.

See Fashion, page A3

They are known for their pies, giant
cinnamon rolls and plenty of other
eats in between.

Polly’s Pies Restaurant & Bakery in
Huntington Beach recently reopened
following a renovation.

The eatery held a VIP event on
Thursday night, featuring a ribbon
cutting with local officials including
Mayor Gracey Van Der Mark and
members of the Chamber of Com-
merce.

“When you make changes, espe-
cially to a legacy brand, you’re really
taking a chance and trying to use
your best judgment to make sure
you’re not changing it too much,”
Polly’s Pies director of brand Jacklyn
Mitosinka said. “But I think we kept
such a percentage of who we are in
this remodel, with upgrading and do-
ing a twist of modern, so I think it
really balanced out.”

Mitosinka is well aware of the his-
tory of the company, which started in
Fullerton in 1968 and now features 13
restaurants in Southern California.
She’s a granddaughter of co-founder
Eddie Sheldrake and great-niece of
the other co-founder, Donald Shel-
drake.

The Huntington Beach location of
Polly’s Pies opened in 1983. The reno-
vation knocked it out of service from
mid-August until the week after
Thanksgiving, Mitosinka said, though
the company opened a pop-up shop

a couple of doors down where it con-
tinued to sell pies and other baked
goods.

The renovation features brighter,
canned lightning as well as retro col-
ors like kiwi green, moss green, a blu-
ish teal and plenty of orange.

“A lot of people thought it was wild
and crazy for me to do these colors,”
Mitosinka said. “It just really pops. My
inspiration was from a lot of our origi-
nal artwork from 1968 and the early
’70s, and make it modern — but not
too modern — and not too fancy.”

A breakfast bar has been upgraded
to a wine bar, with beer also on tap.
Additionally, a covered patio with
heaters and retractable awnings has
been added outside.

“Especially in Huntington Beach, I
feel like it’s such a great asset to have
a patio for breakfast, get a bottomless
mimosa or an orange juice,” Mi-
tosinka said.

She said the restaurant seats 35
more customers than before.

Eatery has big plans for National Pie Day

James Carbone

POLLY’S PIES founder Donald Sheldrake, from left, CEO Eric Stenta,
Huntington Beach Chamber of Commerce board member Victoria Alberty,
Mayor Gracey Van Der Mark and interim City Manager and Police Chief Eric
Parra cut the ribbon at a VIP reopening event Thursday night.

BYMATT SZABO

See Plans, page A2
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Need Transportation? Looking for a car?
Look in the Classifieds!

NEED EXTRA CASH?
Call Classified and have a garage sale!

CLASSIFIED

It's
the solution
you're
searching
for-whether
you're
seeking a
home,
apartment,
pet
or new
occupation!

CLASSIFIED

It's
the solution
you're
searching
for-whether
you're
seeking a
home,
apartment,
pet
or new
occupation!

CLASSIFIED
It's the solution
you're searching

for-whether
you're seeking a
home, apartment,

pet or new
occupation!

CLASSIFIED

It's
the solution
you're
searching
for-whether
you're
seeking a
home,
apartment,
pet
or new
occupation!

Vinyl RecordsWanted
$$$ Top cash paid

4 all or part of collection.
Jazz, Classical,

Psychedelic, Blues
949-933-6777 Mike

Miscellaneous
Merchandise

MARKETPLACE
To place an ad, go to

http://timescommunityadvertising.com/

APN: 936-69-005 TS No: CA08000862-22-1 TO No:
2992699 NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE (The above
statement is made pursuant to CA Civil Code
Section 2923.3(d)(1). The Summary will be provided
to Trustor(s) and/or vested owner(s) only, pursuant
to CA Civil Code Section 2923.3(d)(2).) YOU ARE IN
DEFAULT UNDER A DEED OF TRUST DATED February
11, 2005. UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT
YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC
SALE. IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION OF THE
NATURE OF THE PROCEEDINGS AGAINST YOU, YOU
SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER. On January 31, 2024
at 01:30 PM, at the north front entrance to the
County Courthouse, 700 Civic Center Drive West,
Santa Ana, CA 92701, MTC Financial Inc. dba Trustee
Corps, as the duly Appointed Trustee, under and
pursuant to the power of sale contained in that
certain Deed of Trust recorded on February 23, 2005
as Instrument No. 2005000137236, of official records
in the Office of the Recorder of Orange County,
California, executed by CHRISTOPHER JOHN RODI,
AND ASHLEY LYNCH RODI, HUSBAND AND WIFE AS
JOINT TENANTS, as Trustor(s), in favor of MORTGAGE
ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC., as
Beneficiary, as nominee for COUNTRYWIDE HOME
LOANS, INC. as Beneficiary, WILL SELL AT PUBLIC
AUCTION TO THE HIGHEST BIDDER, in lawful money
of the United States, all payable at the time of sale,
that certain property situated in said County,
California describing the land therein as: AS MORE
FULLY DESCRIBED IN SAID DEED OF TRUST The
property heretofore described is being sold "as is".
The street address and other common designation,
if any, of the real property described above is
purported to be: 2430 SANTA ANA AVE, APT D1,
COSTA MESA, CA 92627-5409 The undersigned
Trustee disclaims any liability for any incorrectness
of the street address and other common
designation, if any, shown herein. Said sale will be
made without covenant or warranty, express or
implied, regarding title, possession, or
encumbrances, to pay the remaining principal sum
of the Note(s) secured by said Deed of Trust, with
interest thereon, as provided in said Note(s),
advances if any, under the terms of the Deed of
Trust, estimated fees, charges and expenses of the
Trustee and of the trusts created by said Deed of
Trust. The total amount of the unpaid balance of the
obligations secured by the property to be sold and
reasonable estimated costs, expenses and advances
at the time of the initial publication of this Notice of
Trustee’s Sale is estimated to be $21,006.35
(Estimated). However, prepayment premiums,
accrued interest and advances will increase this
figure prior to sale. Beneficiary’s bid at said sale may
include all or part of said amount. In addition to
cash, the Trustee will accept a cashier’s check drawn
on a state or national bank, a check drawn by a state
or federal credit union or a check drawn by a state or
federal savings and loan association, savings
association or savings bank specified in Section
5102 of the California Financial Code and authorized
to do business in California, or other such funds as
may be acceptable to the Trustee. In the event
tender other than cash is accepted, the Trustee may
withhold the issuance of the Trustee’s Deed Upon
Sale until funds become available to the payee or
endorsee as a matter of right. The property offered
for sale excludes all funds held on account by the
property receiver, if applicable. If the Trustee is
unable to convey title for any reason, the successful
bidder’s sole and exclusive remedy shall be the
return of monies paid to the Trustee and the
successful bidder shall have no further recourse.
Notice to Potential Bidders If you are considering
bidding on this property lien, you should
understand that there are risks involved in bidding
at a Trustee auction. You will be bidding on a lien,
not on the property itself. Placing the highest bid at
a Trustee auction does not automatically entitle you
to free and clear ownership of the property. You
should also be aware that the lien being auctioned
off may be a junior lien. If you are the highest
bidder at the auction, you are or may be responsible
for paying off all liens senior to the lien being
auctioned off, before you can receive clear title to
the property. You are encouraged to investigate the
existence, priority, and size of outstanding liens that
may exist on this property by contacting the county
recorder's office or a title insurance company, either
of which may charge you a fee for this information.
If you consult either of these resources, you should
be aware that the same Lender may hold more than
one mortgage or Deed of Trust on the property.
Notice to Property Owner The sale date shown on
this Notice of Sale may be postponed one or more
times by the Mortgagee, Beneficiary, Trustee, or a
court, pursuant to Section 2924g of the California
Civil Code. The law requires that information about
Trustee Sale postponements be made available to
you and to the public, as a courtesy to those not
present at the sale. If you wish to learn whether
your sale date has been postponed, and, if
applicable, the rescheduled time and date for the
sale of this property, you may call In Source Logic at
702-659-7766 for information regarding the
Trustee's Sale or visit the Internet Website address
listed below for information regarding the sale of
this property, using the file number assigned to this
case, CA08000862-22-1. Information about
postponements that are very short in duration or
that occur close in time to the scheduled sale may
not immediately be reflected in the telephone
information or on the Internet Website. The best
way to verify postponement information is to attend
the scheduled sale. Notice to Tenant NOTICE TO
TENANT FOR FORECLOSURES AFTER JANUARY 1,
2021 You may have a right to purchase this property
after the trustee auction pursuant to Section 2924m
of the California Civil Code. If you are an “eligible
tenant buyer,” you can purchase the property if you
match the last and highest bid placed at the trustee
auction. If you are an “eligible bidder,” you may be
able to purchase the property if you exceed the last
and highest bid placed at the trustee auction. There
are three steps to exercising this right of purchase.
First, 48 hours after the date of the trustee sale, you
can call 702-659-7766, or visit this internet website
www.insourcelogic.com, using the file number
assigned to this case CA08000862-22-1 to find the
date on which the trustee’s sale was held, the
amount of the last and highest bid, and the address
of the trustee. Second, you must send a written
notice of intent to place a bid so that the trustee
receives it no more than 15 days after the trustee’s
sale. Third, you must submit a bid so that the trustee
receives it no more than 45 days after the trustee’s
sale. If you think you may qualify as an “eligible
tenant buyer” or “eligible bidder,” you should
consider contacting an attorney or appropriate real
estate professional immediately for advice
regarding this potential right to purchase. Date:
December 28, 2023 MTC Financial Inc. dba Trustee
Corps TS No. CA08000862-22-1 17100 Gillette Ave
Irvine, CA 92614 Phone: 949-252-8300 TDD: 711
949.252.8300 By: Loan Quema, Authorized Signatory
SALE INFORMATION CAN BE OBTAINED ONLINE AT
www.insourcelogic.com FOR AUTOMATED SALES
INFORMATION PLEASE CALL: In Source Logic AT
702-659-7766 Order Number 98816, Pub Dates:
1/6/2024, 1/13/2024, 1/20/2024, DAILY PILOT

Legal Notices Legal Notices

ACROSS
1 Select
4 Settled up
8 Circle or triangle
13 Actor Guinness
15 Blues singer
James
16 Tall edifice
17 19-Across
melody, e.g.
18 “I’m on a __!”
19 Verdi work,
often
20 1996 Adam
Sandler golf
comedy
23 Two-part sound
system
24 Tailless primate
25 The Buckeyes’
sch.
28 Not feeling well
29 Teachers’
charges
31 Not near
34 Home of un roi
36 Eating regimen
37 Drugstore
skincare brand
39 “Obamacare”:
Abbr.
40 Sound quality
41 Attend
42 Detangle
45 Go-ahead
46 Tight one-piece
garments
48 Blushing
50 Take a look at
51 Dentist’s deg.
52 Black-tie
56 Star of
“Sideways”
59 Natural hair
protector
62 Letters on a
cross
63 Ensnare
64 Mental picture
65 “Oh hell!”
66 Rabbit relative
67 Pearly __
68 Waze data, for
short
69 “Absolutely!”

DOWN
1 Solemn vows
2 Fabric fold

3 City near
Phoenix
4 Garden arch
5 Yours, in French
6 “__ work out in
the end”
7 Spotted pup
8 Kept for later
9 Aspire

10 Sheer
amazement
11 Unit pricing
word
12 Pitcher’s stat
14 Blue Grotto isle
21 Crowdsourced
ratings site
22 Numbered

musical work
25 Pungent
veggie
26 Note taker of
old
27 Spanish formal
“you”
29 Burlap bags
30 Summer hrs.
31 Pay attention
32
Unaccompanied
33 Cotton-like
fiber
35 Election result
that’s not close
38 So far
42 Language of
Pakistan
43 Confers holy
orders on
44 Time period
47 Old sayings
49 Demise
53 Go off the path
54 Intense look
55 “Geez Louise!”
56 Book part
57 Annoying
insect
58 “__ Vep” (HBO
miniseries)
59 Use a shovel
60 Actress
Thurman
61 Mob snitch

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Jacqueline
E. Mathews

SUDOKU
By the Mepham Group

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit, 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit sudoku.org.uk.

Tribune Media
Services

For answers to the crossword and
Sudoku puzzles, see page A3.

Twenty-five arrests were
made during the opera-
tions, with five identified
suspects related to crimes
outside Seal Beach. Detect-
ives also recovered two al-
legedly stolen vehicles and
$13,300 in stolen merchan-
dise.

“Throughout the holiday
season, combating escalat-
ing organized retail crime
enforcement becomes in-
creasingly important to en-
sure the safety of our com-
munity,” Seal Beach Police
Chief Michael Henderson
said in a statement. “The
Seal Beach Police Depart-
ment continues to work
diligently to show our dedi-
cation and commitment to
the safety of our communi-
ty and its consumers and to
safeguard our local shop-
ping centers by partnering
with local retailers to take a
proactive approach in com-
bating these types of crimes
as they occur.”

Officials estimate that re-
tail businesses in California
lose $7 billion annually to
organized retail theft.

Seal Beach law enforce-
ment officials have been
partnering with local retail
businesses to help min-
imize organized thefts and
other related offenses in op-
erations that were continu-
ing this week, police said.

According to the Seal
Beach Police Department,
several targeted enforce-

ment operations during the
2023 holiday season re-
sulted in multiple suspects
being arrested and the re-
covery of stolen vehicles
and merchandise.

However, the city contin-
ues to experience a notice-
able increase in retail crime,
including “pushout” thefts,
in which offenders exit a
store with loaded merchan-
dise without purchase,

along with return scams
and grab-and-runs.

Seal Beach police detect-
ives conducted six organ-
ized retail crime-directed
enforcement operations
during October, November
and December. The opera-
tions consisted of investiga-
tors conducting surveil-
lance at retail establish-
ments and making arrests
as crimes occurred.

A 60-year-old San Pedro
man was charged Thurs-
day with sexual assaults
on four women — includ-
ing two who were disabled
or medically incapacitated
— in Huntington Beach,
according to court records.

Earl Wayne Blackshear
Jr. was charged with two
counts of sexual battery on
an institutional victim, as-
sault with the intent to
commit a sexual offense in
a burglary and dissuading
a witness from reporting a

crime, all felonies. He was
also charged with a misde-
meanor count of indecent
exposure.

Blackshear was arrested
Tuesday and appeared
Thursday in the jail court-
room in Santa Ana for his
arraignment, which was
rescheduled for Feb. 9 in
the West Justice Center in
Westminster.

According to the crimi-
nal complaint, Blackshear
was accused of sexual bat-
tery against two women

who were institutionalized
for medical treatment and
were seriously disabled or
medically incapacitated.
He was accused of expos-
ing himself to another
woman and assaulting a
fourth victim, according to
the complaint.

Blackshear was accused
of assaulting the women
Aug. 1. Further details were
not immediately available
from a police spokeswom-
an.

— City News Service

Man charged with attacking 4
women in Huntington Beach

Seal Beach police partner with retail
businesses to combat organized theft
BY CITY NEWS SERVICE

dailypilot@latimes.com
Twitter: @TheDailyPilot

sibility for Hyundai Motor
America, said in a state-
ment. “Our longstanding
partnership with the city
of Fountain Valley sup-
ports local businesses,
community programs,
and special events in the
area.

“These contributions
assist with seasonal
events, community grants
distributed by the Foun-
tain Valley Community
Foundation, and the flag-
ship Hyundai Hope on
Wheels Fun Run and 5K,
which benefits one of our
most cherished causes —
Hyundai Hope on Wheels,
a nonprofit organization
committed to finding a
cure for childhood cancer.
Fountain Valley has been
an important part of
Hyundai’s history for over
30 years, and we are
proud to invest in the
people and places that
also call it home.”

Hyundai representa-
tives first presented a
check for $100,000, which
supports community
events and provides grant
funding for local busi-
nesses.

In a successive presen-
tation, a couple of groups
that came out in bulk for
the Hyundai Hope on
Wheels 5K were rewarded
for their substantial par-
ticipation. The Fountain
Valley High dance team
brought in an event-best
63 runners and received
$2,835 on Tuesday night.
Masuda Middle School
had 45 runners and was
awarded $2,025.

Fountain Valley Com-
munity Services Director
Rob Frizzelle said the 844
registered runners last
year were the most that
have come out for the
event. The race raised
$17,200 for Hyundai Hope
on Wheels and $16,200 for
local community groups.
A total of seven schools
within the Fountain Valley
School District combined
to earn $8,190.

Continued from page A1
SUPPORTS

andrew.turner@latimes.com
@AndrewTurnerTCN

Polly’s Pies will be having
a grand-reopening party at
its Huntington Beach loca-
tion on Tuesday, which is
National Pie Day. Give-
aways will be held all day,
and the first 200 guests will
receive a goody bag filled
with swag.

Lori Sueki, a Huntington
Beach Chamber of Com-
merce ambassador, said
she’s been coming to the

Surf City location for dec-
ades. Her father will often
still visit to bring a giant
cinnamon roll home to her
son, and Sueki said she’s es-
pecially a fan of the dinner
rolls and banberry pie.

“It’s a good family restau-
rant, it was just kind of
dated,” Sueki said. “I still
would come here and stuff,
but this feels more cheerful.
It’s refreshing, like a breath
of fresh air. “

matthew.szabo@latimes.com
Twitter: @mjszabo

James Carbone

PIES STEAMUP
a display case at
the renovated
Polly’s Pies
Restaurant &
Bakery in
Huntington
Beach.

Continued from page A1
PLANS
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Sports
CONTACT US

To report scores of high school and college
games, or other newsworthy items from
youth to pro sports, contact the Daily Pilot
sports staff.

Matt Szabo, Sports Reporter
(714) 966-4614,matthew.szabo@latimes.com
Andrew Turner, Sports Reporter
(714) 966-4611, andrew.turner@latimes.com

Mark’s Painting &
Handyman Service
714-222-3055

Wood Restoration Specialist

Licensed & Bonded
C-33-#967860

1852 McGaw Ave. Irvine, CA 92614

SELL ME
YOUR CAR
Currently in need of BMW, Mercedes-Benz,

Porsche, Lexus, Acura, Cadillac, Honda, Toyota
vehicles under 100k miles.

Before you trade in, call me, Tim the owner,
for a cash offer @ 949-752-2277

or email info to OCAW777@GMAIL.COM
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CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS

brought the fate of the teams
down to tiebreaker criteria.

Newport Harbor (10-4, 1-2 in
the Surf League) looked to be in
command, a run through the
lower weights sending the Sailors
to a 39-6 advantage. Christopher
Lopez (113), Matthew Pinon (138),
Seth Parry (144) and Anthony
Manno (150) had kills through the
first eight matches.

Dual meets often see walkovers
occur, as teams attempt to gain
favorable matchups. It led to
Rikki Villasenor going unchal-
lenged to begin the proceedings,
leaving the onus on Lopez, a
freshman, to seize the momen-
tum, which he did with a third-
period pin.

“The only thing that was going
through my head was, “I need to

Newport Harbor has its hands
back on the Golden Singlet for
the first time in five meetings, an
early surge and a late triumph do-
ing the honors.

The feat had not been accom-
plished since the coronavirus
pandemic, one not achieved by
any of the current Sailors, includ-
ing their head coach.

“I couldn’t breathe, I couldn’t
swallow, I thought I was going to
faint,” Newport Harbor coach
Rigo Pinon said of the sensations
he felt when the victory was
clinched. “I wanted this. I wanted
this for the team, for the program,
for everything we’ve done. …
Sometimes, you put in so much
work, and if you don’t get any-
thing in return, it’s hard.

“We needed this. Our program
needed this. We needed this so
the kids understand that we need
to level up.”

Everett Heninger, a true heavy-
weight, pinned Reid Butler in the
second period of the final match,
setting off the Sailors’ celebration
following their 45-33 road victory.

“I like to say my conditioning is
pretty good,” Heninger said. “His
is probably better than me be-
cause I’m like 60 pounds more
than him, but I just had to use my
strength. I had to use my heavy
hands, just wear him down, get
him tired, and then take top, fin-
ish in the end.”

A pin the other way would have

pin them. I need a win for our
team,” Lopez said. “This is my
first year, and I wanted to do
something big for the seniors.”

Corona del Mar (4-6, 1-2)
stormed back in claiming the
points in five consecutive
matches. It included walkovers
for Antonio Aramburu and Porter
Sharp, as well as pins for Eugenio
Franco and Tony Leon.

In between, Zion Hernandez
secured a hard-earned 3-2 deci-
sion over Ayden Solomon at 165
pounds, a result that proved just
enough to keep the Sailors in the
running at the end.

Luke Miller also recorded a
first-period victory by fall at 120
pounds, a necessary six points to
keep the Sea Kings in the contest
into the latter stages.

“We saw each other in four
tournaments before the end of
the year, so we see them a lot,”
CdM coach Mark Alex said. “We
knew all their wrestlers. They
knew all our wrestlers. …

“There’s not very many sur-
prises in high school wrestling
now. It just comes down to who’s
going to perform, and they had a
couple of kids that performed a
little better than our kids. That’s
what makes the difference.”

BOYS’ WRESTLING

Newport Harbor turns tide in Battle of the Bay
BYANDREWTURNER

Photos by James Carbone

THE NEWPORT HARBOR boys’ wrestling team poses for a picture with the Golden Singlet after beating
Corona del Mar in the Battle of the Bay on Wednesday.

andrew.turner@latimes.com
Twitter: @AndrewTurnerTCN

EVERETT HENINGER raises his
arm in victory after winning the
decisive heavyweight match

There were no expecta-
tions for Costa Mesa’s boys’
soccer team when it kicked
off the season two months
ago.

Not after five straight los-
ing campaigns, not after go-
ing 6-21-5 in Orange Coast
League play the past three
years, not after a dozen Bat-
tle for the Bell showdowns
with archrival Estancia
without a win, and certainly
not after the Mustangs
opened with four defeats,
three of them shutouts.

That makes the triumphs
all the sweeter, and
Wednesday night’s — a 2-1
Battle for the Bell win over
the visiting Eagles — was
undeniably sweet. A late
goal by Jay Parra, product of
a sizzling Daniel Henriquez
run, and three big moments
from goalkeeper Kevin
Perez Henriquez prodded
Costa Mesa to its first out-
right Bell since 2016, with a
hugely rare sweep in the se-
ries.

Mission accomplished.
“It’s amazing,” said Santi-

ago Guzman, who has been
part of the program for
eight years and is in his
third season as head coach
of the Mustangs. “Seeing
these guys [succeed] after
eight years of not taking
Battle [for] the Bell and not
being able to beat [Es-
tancia] ..., I’m just very
proud of those boys.

“The difference was
heart. We are heart. We
wanted it. The whole team
has bought into our goals,
and this is one of our goals,
to get the Bell and win city
champs, and we did it.”

It was all but assured fol-
lowing the Mustangs’ 5-0
mid-December road romp,
their first victory over Es-
tancia in 13 outings since
2017 — goal differential is
the tiebreaker if each team
wins once — but holds ad-
ditional weight as their un-
beaten streak, since the
start of December, grew to
nine games, eight of those
wins.

That run has put an un-
expected aim within reach:
a first league championship
in 22 years, and Costa Mesa
(8-4-1 , 7-0-1 in the Orange
Coast League, 22 points)
pushed six points ahead of
longtime powerhouse
Saddleback (8-3-4, 5-1-1),
which had a bye but figures
to trim the gap back to

three against fifth-place St.
Margaret’s (2-9-2, 2-4-2) on
Friday, when the Mustangs
are off. The first meeting
with Saddleback finished
1-1; Costa Mesa is home for
next Friday’s rematch.

“We’re shooting for the
league title,” Guzman said.
“That’s something we didn’t
have in mind at the begin-
ning of the season, but as
the season kept going and
we started winning and be-
ing a better team out there,
that’s now our second goal.”

Estancia (5-8-4, 3-3-2)
holds a one-point lead in
the fight for third place over
two-time defending Orange
Coast League champion
Santa Ana (6-6-5, 3-3-1),
which drew, 3-3, at St. Mar-
garet’s and has a game in
hand on the Eagles. They’ll
face off in a league finale
Jan. 31 at Estancia. The
league’s top four claim CIF
Southern Section playoff
berths.

Estancia and Costa Mesa
traded first-half penalty
kicks after fouls in the boxes
— Christian Gomez con-
verting for the Eagles in the
32nd minute, Miguel Reyes
answering four minutes lat-
er for the Mustangs — and
then Perez Henriquez twice
prevented his team from
falling behind again.

The junior netminder
made a point-blank stop on
Gabe Johner at the right
post from a throw-in just
before halftime, then made
a spectacular foot save, with
the ball ricocheting off the
crossbar, off the dynamic
Gomez’s one-on-one foray
12 minutes into the second
half.

Eagles goalkeeper Joel
Perez came up big in the
65th minute, parrying wide
Noe Martinez’s blast from a
nifty Roman Serpas chip,
but he had no chance on
Parra’s winner. The junior
forward, who played at Es-
tancia as a freshman, fired
into the open right side of
the net from the left edge of

the box after Henriquez
dribbled past three defend-
ers.

“I was just in the right
place at the right time,” said
Parra, who had the first goal
in the first game against Es-
tancia. “Lifted my head,
and I saw that it was open,
and I just slotted it in.”

Perez Henriquez, who is
unbeaten in five games
since returning from a fifth-
metatarsal injury two weeks
ago, made sure it was
enough, handling two
sharp Gomez shots from
distance, and most impor-
tant, holding off two attack-
ers to snag a loose ball off a
rebound in the goalmouth
five minutes into stoppage
time.

“Our goalkeeper saved
the day,” said midfield
leader Gabe Garcia, the
Mustangs’ most dynamic
attacker. “Thanks to Kevin,
we’re on top right now.”

If Guzman is surprised by
Costa Mesa’s trajectory, Gar-
cia isn’t.

“I knew it was going to
happen,” he said. “We knew
because everyone was more
focused than last year, we
became more of a family,
and we started picking each
other up together. ... We all
want it, and we’re tired of
being the underdog.”

Parra sees it differently.
Two months ago, the idea
that the Mustangs would be
on target for a league cham-
pionship would have
seemed a fantasy.

“I wouldn’t have believed
it, to be honest,” he said.
“But thank God that we
are.”

BOYS’ SOCCER

Costa Mesa captures
sweep of rival Estancia
BY SCOTT FRENCH

matthew.szabo@latimes.com
Twitter: @mjszabo
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COSTA
MESA’S
Miguel Reyes,
seen against
San Clemente
in 2022, scores
a goal for the
Mustangs
versus
Estancia on
Wednesday.

something?’ I took one of
my old shirts that I didn’t
wear and added gem-
stones and lace at the bot-
tom and went, ‘Oh my
God, this works,’” she
said. “You can be a begin-
ner like me and have ac-
cess to all of these and
create all of these new
things from old clothing.
[We] ran with that con-
cept and started ‘Re-
imagined.’”

Jellen joined on as a vice
president in its first year
but is now a co-president
alongside Yang, who will
be graduating this spring.

The club, Jellen said, is
about focusing on sus-
tainability and creating a
circular economy between

thrifting and upcycling to
decrease the amount of
textile waste produced by
the fashion industry. She
said the group hosts about
three workshops a week
and that all the pieces for
the fashion show Friday
were made from clothes
that were donated in a
community clothes drive
that they ran last year.
Jellen estimates about 650
gallons of clothes were
put in their hands.

“It looked like a land-
fill,” she joked.

The pieces shown Fri-
day were made by stu-
dents with varying de-
grees of skill. Some were
decorated through fabric
paint or spray paint while
others might have taken
up needle and thread to
sew on additions.

Yang said the focus of

the club was not just
about designing and giv-
ing old clothes new life
but “about imagination,
and we’re reimagining ...
what is the future of the
fashion industry and fu-
ture for all of us.”

“It’s about trying to save
our planet and show peo-
ple that there’s a way you
can reuse your clothes
without creating more
waste,” said Jellen. “We
want to show how acces-
sible it is to thrift and up-
cycle and show how good
it can look too. There’s a
stigma around thrifting
because it’s ‘used’ clothes,
but it’s always pieces you
can wear. It’s not that it’s
unwearable. It might just
be out of style.”

Continued from page A1
FASHION
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