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The beginnings of Dani Sparks’
girls’ volleyball career at Hunting-
ton Beach High allowed her to fly
under the radar, to an extent.

Not long before, her older
sister, Lindsey, had starred at
Edison, helping the Chargers win
a state title as a junior in 2016
before going on to play beach
volleyball at UCLA.

Needless to say, the younger
Sparks was inspired but equally
eager to make a name for herself.
A freshman season canceled due
to the coronavirus pandemic
delayed the unfolding of her
story.

Once back on the court, with a
number of girls she grew up with,
Sparks would begin stacking
accomplishments right away. In
her sophomore year, the Oilers
finished as the runner-up to Aliso
Niguel for the CIF Southern Sec-
tion Division 2 championship.

In those early years, Hunting-
ton Beach coach Craig Pazanti
would rave that it felt like he had
three liberos on the floor at once
when Sparks shared the court
with Tori Hagan and Olivia Foye.

Back-row defense continued to
be a strength of the Oilers

throughout Sparks’ tenure with
the program, which concluded
this year with an impressive post-
season showing against competi-
tion in the top division.

Sparks, who is the Daily Pilot
Girls’ Volleyball Dream Team
Player of the Year, guided the
Oilers to within one match of the
Division 1 section final.

Huntington Beach went 29-9
overall and 5-1 in claiming the
Surf League championship out-
right. The Oilers wound up as the
only team to push Mater Dei

DAILY PILOT GIRLS’ VOLLEYBALL DREAM TEAM

Sparks flew for Huntington Beach as Dani ran the show

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

HUNTINGTON BEACH setter Dani Sparks is the Daily Pilot Girls’ Volleyball Dream Team Player of the Year for
2023. She shared Surf League MVP honors with Oilers outside hitter Haylee LaFontaine.

BYANDREWTURNER

See Sparks, page A3

“I think that’s kind
of what she
brought to the
table... It’s like a
great point guard
or a great
quarterback, you
make people
around you better.”

— Huntington Beach coach
Craig Pazanti

OC Coastkeeper and the Cali-
fornia State Coastal Conservancy
announced this week the Beach
and Coast Accessibility Program,
which aims to fund improve-
ments that would increase access
to the coast and recreation for in-
dividuals with disabilities.

Officials at the nonprofit con-
firmed Thursday the grant pro-
gram will provide up to $30,000
to local jurisdictions, nonprofits
and indigenous groups for the
acquisition of accessibility
equipment. That would include
items such as beach wheelchairs,
walkers, mats and other equip-
ment.

Applications are not yet open,
but both groups will be taking
them statewide. The program is
also expected to cover mainte-
nance and upkeep costs for up to
five years.

“Here in Orange County, we
have some of the most beautiful
beaches in the state. It’s impor-
tant to us that everyone who vis-
its our beautiful coastline can

OC Coastkeeper teams with state to fund
program set to buoy beach accessibility

File Photo
ADAPTIVE SURFER Kumaka Jensen, 14, of Huntington Beach rolls out on the first Mobi-Mat in Huntington
Beach in 2021. OC Coastkeeper and the California State Coastal Conservancy’s Beach and Coast Accessibility
Program aims to help fund items such as Mobi-Mats and beach wheelchairs to aid mobility on beaches.

BY LILLY NGUYEN

See Beach, page A2
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A RUNNER STRIDES along the Main Beach boardwalk as people gather on the sand and the sun sets over the Pacific in Laguna Beach.

Enjoying that SoCal life

After months of fighting over
the fate of the 114-acre Fairview
Developmental Center in Costa
Mesa — where state officials plan
to redevelop a portion of land
into a regional emergency opera-
tions center — city officials are
hanging up their gloves.

Mayor John Stephens delivered
the news in a regular council
meeting Tuesday, saying he and
City Manager Lori Ann Farrell
Harrison traveled to Sacramento
Monday with state Assembly-
woman Cottie Petrie-Norris to
meet with state department
heads.

The trio toured a larger state-
wide emergency command center
in the nearby city of Mather,
which serves as a hub of commu-
nication and coordination during
disasters and other crises, to
understand its layout and func-
tion.

“We had a pitchbook in hand,
and the city manager and I did
our best to try and convince the
powers that be to relocate the
[proposed] emergency services
center someplace else,” Stephens
said Tuesday.

“That is not going to happen.
They are very strident that the
emergency operations center will
be at Fairview Development Cen-
ter.”

Costa Mesa leaders penned let-
ters objecting to the redevelop-
ment of a 15-acre portion of the
property, saying the proposed fa-
cility would not be compatible
with the up to 2,300 residential
units envisioned for the state-
owned site.

The state is decommissioning
the grounds of what served for
decades as a hospital for adults
with developmental disabilities
and has allocated $3.5 million to
the city to rezone the area for resi-
dential use. Once that’s been
done, state officials plan to devel-
op the property in accordance
with the new code.

What happens next and how
Fairview will fit into the city’s fu-
ture housing plans will be up for
discussion Tuesday at 5 p.m.,
when the City Council hosts a

Project
doubts
allayed
in Costa
Mesa
After trip to Sacramento,
city leaders acquiesce to
state plan for emergency
operations center at
former Fairview Center.
BY SARA CARDINE

See Project, page A2
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have a meaningful experi-
ence there,” Garry Brown,
president and founder of
OC Coastkeeper, said in a
statement. “We hope this
grant can help people with
limited mobility explore Or-
ange County and all Cali-
fornia beaches in new and
exciting ways.”

Funding comes from the
California State Coastal
Conservancy, which ap-
proved the disbursement of
$250,000 for the program at
the end of November. The
program is an expansion of
2019 efforts to provide
beach wheelchairs at the
coast.

OC Coastkeeper spokes-
man Matt Sylvester said
talks to establish the pro-
gram largely took place
during the summer and de-
veloped naturally as the
state agency has previously
given the nonprofit grants
and was familiar with the
organization’s interest in
coastal access and equity.

“[The California State
Coastal Conservancy] al-
ready have some sort of
coast accessibility program-
ming, but it’s through their
systems and contacts. It’s
the difference of getting

funds between the state
and us, as a nonprofit,”
Sylvester said. “They’re
looking to get those funds
out to people in all different
areas and communities and
tapped into us because, al-
though we’re in Orange
County, we know people all
across the state. It made
sense for the funding to
come to us and, for us, to
help develop the request for
proposals [for the pro-
gram].”

Sylvester noted that some
beaches in Orange County
can sometimes present
challenges, whereas others,
like Huntington State
Beach, are wide open and
easier to access.

“Some are only acces-
sible by steps. There’s such
a varying degree, but what
this grant program hopes to
do is help local agencies
and organizations find so-
lutions that work for them.
For some people, that
might be beach wheel-
chairs. Others, it might be
mats or walkers. We’ve seen
some kayaks that might be
more friendly to those with
challenged mobility,”
Sylvester said. “It’s not just
about getting onto the sand
but about recreating too.”

Continued from page A1
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study session on that and
other housing-related top-
ics.

Stephens elaborated on
his trip to Sacramento in a
phone interview Thursday,
saying any concerns he
had about ongoing, dis-
ruptive activity happening
at the proposed emer-
gency center were allayed
by the visit.

“My concern was there
would be, in times of
emergency, helicopters
coming in and out or
trucks going back and
from the warehouse,” he
said. “[But] It’s like a com-
mand center for when
there’s an emergency. You
have an office complex,
where people go in and
talk and work on their
computers — I’d call it an
information-gathering and
decision-making hub.

“My temperature went
way down when I under-
stood what the reality of
the functioning of the
emergency operations
center will be.”

The visit also introduced
city leaders to the various
state departments and of-
ficials that would be devel-
oping and potentially

working at the center once
it’s up and running, which
could happen sometime in
2027.

Meanwhile, Costa Mesa
officials have begun draft-
ing a Fairview Devel-
opmental Center Specific
Plan that will set devel-
opment standards for any

future build-out of the
property.

As for the actual con-
struction of residential
units, that’s likely still sev-
eral years out. But,
Stephens said, it’s a start.

“It’s a very positive thing,
it’s just going to take a long
time to figure out,” he said

of Costa Mesa’s partner-
ship with the state over
what to do with the re-
maining 90-plus acres of
land. “It’s a unique oppor-
tunity for a city that is oth-
erwise built out.”

Continued from page A1
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HOWFAIRVIEW Developmental Center will fit into the city’s future will be up for dis-
cussion Tuesday when the City Council hosts a study session on housing-related topics.

A Camp Pendleton Mar-
ine pleaded guilty to federal
charges last week for his
role in a firebombing attack
on a Planned Parenthood
clinic in Costa Mesa.

Chance Brannon, 23, of
San Juan Capistrano, is
scheduled to be sentenced
April 15.

Co-defendants Xavier
Batten, 21, of Brooksville,
Fla., and Tibet Ergul, 21, of
Irvine, are still awaiting tri-
al. Batten was due in court
Dec. 6 for a bond hearing.

Brannon and Ergul
pleaded not guilty to fed-
eral charges at their ar-
raignment in July. A trial is
scheduled in March.

Ergul and Brannon alleg-
edly ignited and a threw a
Molotov cocktail at the
clinic entrance at 1520 Nut-
meg Place during the early
morning hours of March 13,
2022, according to an affi-
davit from FBI Special
Agent Jennifer Hirsch, who
added that the pair re-
turned to the clinic about
two hours later.

Security video captured
the attack.

“This attack was not ran-

dom,” U.S. Atty. Martin
Estrada said earlier. “It was
a planned and concerted
effort to attack the clinic on
account of the services it
provided — namely repro-
ductive health services.
There were repeated dis-
cussions prior to the attack
and Batten instructed Bran-
non on how to construct a
Molotov cocktail.”

The defendants “boasted
about what they had done”
in messages to each other
after the attack, Estrada
said.

All three defendants were
charged with one count of
conspiracy and one count
of malicious destruction of
property by fire and explo-
sion. Brannon and Ergul
were both also charged
with one count of pos-
session of an unregistered
destructive device and one
misdemeanor count of in-
tentional damage to a re-
productive health services
facility, which is a violation
of the Freedom of Access to
Clinic Entrances Act, prose-
cutors said.

The conspiracy and ma-
licious destruction charges
each carry a sentence of
five to 20 years in federal

prison, prosecutors said.
The charge of possession of
an unregistered destructive
device is punishable by up
to 10 years in federal prison.
The intentional damage to
a reproductive health facil-
ity charge carries a maxi-
mum sentence of one year
in federal prison.

As for the alleged motive
for the attack, Estrada said,
“Our investigation is on-
going and we’re learning
more all of the time ... But
there is strong evidence of
animus toward women.”

Hirsch said the clinic
“was forced to close and
cancel dozens of appoint-
ments,” noting that clinic
employees told investiga-
tors about 30 appointments
had to be rescheduled.

A day after the attack, Er-
gul “texted an acquaint-
ance, taking credit for the
fire and noting that he
wished he ‘could’ve record-
ed the combustion,’”
Hirsch said.

Ergul sent a photograph
to an “acquaintance” show-
ing “his gloved hand hold-
ing the Molotov cocktail
from inside Brannon’s car,”
according to Hirsch.

Surveillance video from

the clinic shows the two ap-
proach the building about
12:55 a.m., Hirsch said.
They wore hooded sweat-
shirts and masks, Hirsch
said.

The estimated damage to
the building was about
$1,050, Hirsch said.

In January, the FBI of-
fered a reward of up to
$25,000 for information
leading to an arrest of sus-
pects, prompting a call
from a witness who called

the FBI in April, Hirsch
said. The witness, who was
a friend of the suspects in
high school, said Ergul sent
text messages admitting his
involvement in the bomb-
ing, according to Hirsch.

She said the text message
read, “Boom (fire emoji)” at
“1500 Blk nutmeg plaza...
Costa Mesa health center/
Planned Parenthood
clinic.”

The FBI agent also said
that Ergul was arrested Oct.
21, 2022, in Tempe, Ariz., on
suspicion of aggravated as-
sault, unlawful impris-
onment and

criminal damage after
“punching his roommate in
the nose and breaking the
doorknob so she could not

leave their shared apart-
ment.”

Brannon’s attorney, Kate
Corrigan, while at her cli-
ent’s initial appearance in
court in June, told U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Douglas McCor-
mick she found it “a little
ironic” that officials were
citing Brannon’s military
training as a reason for
considering him as “dan-
gerous.” She indicated he
specialized as a Farsi lan-
guage expert.

Corrigan said her client
would surrender his pass-
port, could be monitored
with a GPS device and had
strong local family ties with
the means to pay for his
bond. Brannon has no prior
criminal history, she added.

Assistant U.S. Atty.
Kathrynne Seiden told Mc-
Cormick at the June hear-
ing that Brannon crossed
over into Mexico on foot
without notifying Camp
Pendleton officials as re-
quired. She also said his
biological father owns an
online betting company in
Costa Rica that has been in-
vestigated for money laun-
dering.

Corrigan said Brannon’s
parents divorced “two dec-

ades ago” and that his fa-
ther “abandoned the family
years ago ... and there’s no
indication I’ve heard there’s
any communication or fi-
nancial ties.”

Seiden said that during a
search agents seized silenc-
ers, a short-barrel rifle and
weapons that are banned.

The agents also found
“neo-Nazi” paraphernalia
in his room as well as a
drawing of a service mem-
ber shooting someone who
is Jewish holding money,
and the drawing was cap-
tioned, “Thank you for
keeping America pure,” Sei-
den said.

There were also writings
in his room that included a
declaration of “an unbeliev-
able desire to murder jour-
nalists,” Seiden alleged.

Corrigan noted that the
government was alleging
her client possessed the
material but did not create
it. She also said it was irrel-
evant to the alleged crime.
“I can see if it was a crime
against a synagogue,” Cor-
rigan said.

Marine pleads guilty in Planned Parenthood firebombing
BY PAUL ANDERSON

dailypilot@latimes.com
Twitter: @TheDailyPilot

Orangewood Children
Center sets goal of
1,000 bicycles

TZone OC Fitness & Pilates in
Costa Mesa is helping the
Orangewood Children Center
mark its 21st year hosting the
Orangewood Bike Drive.

The organization is asking the
public to help it reach its goal of
1,000 bikes through donations of
new bikes or funds that can be
used to purchase them.

Please drop off new bicycles by
by Dec. 21 at TZone OC, 333 E.
17th St. in Costa Mesa. For more
information, call (949) 689-0925.

Newport Beach
accepting donations
for Operation
Christmas

The city of Newport Beach is
continuing its partnership, on-
going since 2005, with Operation
Christmas. Last year’s holiday sea-
son saw 2,000 gifts distributed
from Newport Beach donation
boxes alone. Drop boxes will now
be out at the Civic Center, the Po-
lice Department, OASIS Senior
Center, community centers and
all library branches through Dec.
20 at 5:30 p.m. Residents are be-
ing asked to donate unwrapped
toys, sporting equipment and
DVDs during regular business
hours.

“Many military families are fi-
nancially struggling this year,”
said Brad White, founder of Oper-
ation Christmas. The gifts will be
distributed to families of active
duty and reserve National Guard
members and the U.S. Space
Force, White said.

Sign-ups solicited for
Newport Beach Rose
Parade float

Newport Beach will have a float
in the upcoming Rose Parade.

“Jingle on the Waves” is the long-
est float entry in the parade’s his-
tory and is dedicated to the New-
port Beach Christmas Boat Pa-
rade as much as it is also a dedi-
cation to the Balboa Fun Zone’s
Ferris wheel and the Balboa Pavil-
ion.

Volunteers as young as 13 are
being asked to participate in con-
tributing to the float in shifts that
span around eight hours. Volun-
teer decorators are being asked to
sign a waiver and dress appropri-
ately for the work, which involves
glue and paint.

Volunteers will need to check in
at the Phoenix Decorating Co.
warehouse at 5400 N. Irwindale
Ave.

Available volunteer dates are
Dec. 9, 16, 23, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30
and 31. Sign up at airtable.com/
appbc54x6ikyah7YI/
shrJXZzV2pqUx1Zzw.

North Beach Cottage
reservations reopen

The Crystal Cove Conservancy
announced Thursday it would re-
open reservations for some of the
North Beach cottages on Monday
at 8 a.m. The reservation window
will allow for four weeks of reser-
vations starting on Dec. 22. Cot-
tages can only be reserved
through ReserveCalifornia.com.
More information on the cottages
is available at crystalcove.org/
beachcottages/cottages.

Huntington Beach
resident honored as
Veteran of the Year

Assemblywoman Diane Dixon
recently honored Sgt. Michael
Seeley as the veteran of the year
for the 72nd Assembly District.

Seeley is a Huntington Beach resi-
dent and served in the U.S. Mar-
ine Corps for almost three dec-
ades. Seeley, through his service,
received two Purple Hearts, a Na-
tional Defense Medal and a Viet-
nam Service Medal.

“As the proud daughter of a
Purple Heart World War II US
Army veteran, and in support of
the large veteran population liv-
ing in my Assembly District, I am
honored to join with the Veterans
Resource Center in bringing a
Veterans Resource Fair to my con-
stituents this month,” said Dixon
in a statement Thursday. “During
the event, I had the distinct pleas-
ure of honoring Sgt. Michael See-
ley as our 72nd Assembly District
2023 Veteran of the Year. Con-
gratulations and thank you for
your brave service and sacrifice to
America.”

OCC Theater hosts
‘holiday melodrama’

This weekend the Orange Coast
College Repertory Theatre Com-
pany will again stage “The Toy
Master General,” which opened
last Friday. It’s both a drama and
an ice cream social.

Adults and children are invited
to join and sing along to holiday
songs while enjoying a free ice
cream treat at performances at 7
p.m. on Friday and Saturday and
with 2:30 p.m. matinees on Sat-
urday and Sunday.

Tickets are $10 for adults and $5
for children under 12. Tickets can
be purchased at occtickets.
universitytickets.com/w/event.
aspx?id=3111. Parking is free in Lot
C, and visits from Santa will join
every performance.

— From staff reports

AROUND TOWN

Susan Hoffman

OWNER SEAN
CANOVA at
Training Zone
Fitness & Pilates
in Costa Mesa.
This year TZone
is collecting
bicycle
donations on
behalf of
Orangewood
Children Center
through Dec. 21.
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Featuring a full
performance of
“Rhapsody in Blue”
andmany other
Gershwin hits

Jan. 18 – 28, 2024
Directed by Joel Zwick
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ACROSS
1 Mr. Linkletter
4 Fills a suitcase
9 Sign of healing
13 Flying insects
15 By yourself
16 Marching band
instrument
17 Clothing
fastener
18 Scrooge, for
one
19 Lyft competitor
20 Louis
Armstrong or Al
Hirt
22 Football
maneuver
23 Reddish horse
24 Hubbub
26 Spinets
29 Software
learning aid
34 Fully
anesthetized
35 Clamps
36 Actress
McClanahan
37 Not indecent
38 Appointed
39 Book leaf
40 Beer barrel
41 Melts together
42 Lugged around
43 Not as wobbly
45 Purebred
evidence
46 Final-yr.
students
47 Stuffed
48 Possesses
51 Postoperative
treatment
56 Hawaiian island
57 Gullible
58 Skelton &
Barber
60 Places to stay
61 Heals
62 Cooking herb
63 SAT, for one
64 Put forth effort
65 Indigo or

henna

DOWN
1 Stomach muscles
2 Torn in two
3 Drop of sorrow
4 South American
plains
5 Martian, for one
6 Price
7 ACL tear site

8 Notched
9 Daze
10 Nation with the
most doctors per
capita
11 Fortas & Vigoda
12 Social spots
14 Rejected with
disdain
21 Secure with an

anchor
25 Uno y uno
26 Disks on ice
27 Stream
28 Wise saying
29 Hourglass
30 __ up; runs out
of
31 Raging
32 Boring tool
33 Populous
English city
35 Flower holder
38 Pest
39 Fast-growing
willows
41 Presidential
monogram
42 Powder
44 Aid
45 Most untainted
47 Frenzy
48 Leave out
49 Subside
50 Mother
Superior’s flock
52 Artificial
53 Grow fatigued
54 Text message
status
55 On pins and
needles
59 Espy

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Jacqueline
E. Mathews

SUDOKU
By the Mepham Group

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit, 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit sudoku.org.uk.

Tribune Media
Services

For answers to the crossword and
Sudoku puzzles, see page A4.

(43-2) — the CIF Division 1
and Open Division state
champion — to a fifth set
this season.

“Each year, we got a little
bit better,” Sparks said.
“Even though we didn’t
finish top of the top, we still
got so much better than
when we started. Honestly,
it’s not disappointing where
we ended, because I think
we ended on a good game.
We took Mater Dei to five,
which was a really big deal
for us, and so I don’t have
any regrets.”

Sparks flourished as a
distributor for a core group
of hitters that included
senior outside hitter Haylee
LaFontaine, with whom she
shared Surf League MVP
honors and will be heading
to Cal Poly to join the
beach volleyball program.
Junior opposite Taylor
Ponchak, sophomore out-
side hitter Addison
Williams and senior middle
blocker Kylie Leopard were
also formidable options.

Huntington Beach coach
Craig Pazanti praised
Sparks for her “volleyball
IQ.”

“It’s not as demanding
on a coach when you have,
basically, an extension of
you on the floor,” Pazanti
said. “I think that’s kind of
what she brought to the
table...just her understand-
ing of the game and under-
standing who can do what.
That’s, to me, what makes a
great setter. It’s like a great
point guard or a great
quarterback, you make
people around you better.

“She did that. She did it
time and time again, ex-
ceeded all expectations, to
be honest. I knew coming
in as a freshman that she
was going to be really
good.”

During her senior sea-
son, Sparks provided 1,483
assists, 246 digs and 36
service aces. Although
Sparks was known as a
leader by example, she
would use her voice as
needed, helping hitters by
calling out open spots to
target as they went up for
her sets.

Sparks learned leader-
ship qualities from the
mentorship of Lillian
Perkins, Sydney Murrey
and Cali Haaf during her
first prep season of indoor
volleyball.

“Although they graduated
really early and we only
knew them for a year, they
really made an impact in
just how much we can
support each other as a
team,” Sparks said. “Not
only like volleyball skill. It
didn’t really matter how
good they were. It was
more about what they
showed us what we should
do for each other.”

COACH OF THE YEAR
Craig Pazanti
Huntington Beach
Huntington Beach set

out to take on top-tier
competition, and once
there, it acclimated itself
quite well. The Oilers quali-
fied for the Division 1 play-
offs, a designation reserved
for the top eight teams in
the CIF Southern Section.
At season’s end, the Oilers
were ranked second in
Orange County and No. 8
in the state by MaxPrep-
s.com. Huntington Beach

went 3-2 in postseason
play, its losses coming on
the road to the top two
teams in the state. Those
defeats came at the hands
of Manhattan Beach Mira
Costa in the final round of
pool play in the section
playoffs and to Mater Dei
in the CIF State Southern
California Regional Open
Division semifinals.

FIRST TEAM
Jade Auger
OH | Ocean View | Sr.
Ocean View (11-10)

showed an indomitable will
to extend points over the
past two seasons, both of
which saw the Seahawks
stake their claim to the
Golden West League title.
After tying atop the league
standings with Westminster
last year, the Seahawks
earned a five-set win on
their home floor against
the rival Lions to win the
league title outright. The
go-to option for both of
those squads, Auger earned
Golden West League MVP.
She compiled 297 kills, 204
digs and 69 aces in her
swansong with the Sea-
hawks.

Haylee LaFontaine
OH | Huntington Beach |

Sr.
From the first chance she

got, LaFontaine factored
heavily into her team’s
fortunes. Denied a fresh-
man season due to the
coronavirus pandemic,
LaFontaine led the Oilers to
the Division 2 final as a
sophomore. The paths of
LaFontaine and Sparks
appear intertwined. They
shared Surf League MVP
honors, and the All-CIF
Division 1 honorees signed
with Cal Poly for beach
volleyball. A former Dream
Team Player of the Year,
LaFontaine produced 536
kills, 201 digs, 49 aces and
39 blocks.

Kylie Leopard
MB | Huntington Beach |

Sr.
Huntington Beach had

potent options on the pins,
but Leopard’s emergence
gave the Oilers another
dimension to show teams
while competing against
the best teams in the sport.
The Cal Poly Pomona com-
mit became an emotional
leader in postseason play.
She had 11 kills and 4½

blocks in a season-ending
five-set defeat to Mater Dei.
It marked the only time
that Mater Dei, which won
the Division 1 section title
and the Open Division
state championship, was
taken to a fifth set. Leopard
had 243 kills and 90 total
blocks.

Korynn Mayo
OH | Marina | Fr.
Following its run to the

CIF Division 5 final last
season, Marina (17-13)
regrouped with a number
of new faces. Ryan Parker
replaced Jake Nuneviller as
head coach, while Mayo
became the focal point for
the Vikings to play through.
The Wave League first-
team selection had 23 kills
and 13 digs against Laguna
Beach in a match that
decided the league’s second
automatic playoff berth.
For an encore, she
pounded out 31 kills on

.571 hitting to go with 15
digs and three aces in a
first-round win over Glen-
dora in the Division 3 play-
offs.

Molly McCluskey
OPP | Edison | Sr.
As a left-handed pin

hitter, McCluskey provided
a look not often seen by the
opposition. When coupled
with the versatility and
vision to execute tips be-
hind strong blockers, the
UC San Diego commit
became quite a force to be
reckoned with. A Surf
League first-team and
All-CIF selection, Mc-
Cluskey guided Edison
(16-13) to the Division 2
quarterfinals, one year
removed from a Division 3
semifinals appearance.
McCluskey finished with
333 kills, 123 digs, 60 blocks
and 30 aces.

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

HAYLEE LAFONTAINE (11) of Huntington Beach kills a ball past the block of Santa
Margarita’s Brooklyn Kostoff (3) on Sept. 12.

File Photo

HUNTINGTON BEACH coach Craig Pazanti, seen against
Newport Harbor, led the Oilers to the Surf League title.

James Carbone

OCEAN VIEW’S Jade Auger (28) spikes the ball against
Westminster in a Golden West League match on Oct. 11.
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BSC 224348
NOTICE OF PETITION

TO ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
RITA CLAUDINEMANNEY, aka RITA C. MANNEY,

aka RITAMANNEY
30-2023-01363346-PR-PL-CMC

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent
creditors, and persons who may otherwise be
interested in the will or estate, or both, of: RITA
CLAUDINE MANNEY, aka RITA C. MANNEY, aka
RITAMANNEY.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by
ROBERT MANNEY JR in the Superior Court of
California, County ofORANGE.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that
ROBERT MANNEY JR be appointed as personal
representative to administer the estate of the
decedent.
THE PETITION requests the decedent’s will and
codicils, if any, be admitted to probate. The will and
any codicils are available for examination in the file
kept by the court.
THE PETITION requests authority to administer the
estate under the Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will allow the personal
representative to take many actions without
obtaining court approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, however, the personal
representative will be required to give notice to
interested persons unless they have waived notice
or consented to the proposed action.) The
independent administration authority will be
granted unless an interested person files an
objection to the petition and shows good cause
why the court should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held on
Feb 08, 2024 at 1:30 p.m. in Dept. CM06
located at: 3390 HARBOR BVLD.
COSTA MESA, CA 92626
The court is providing the convenience to
appear for hearing by video using the court’s
designated video platform. This is a no cost
service to the public. Go to the Court’s website
at The Superior Court of California - County of
Orange (occourts.org) to appear remotely for
Probate hearings and for remote hearing
instructions. If you have difficulty connecting or
are unable to connect to your remote hearing,
call 657-622-8278 for assistance. If you prefer to
appear in-person, you can appear in the
department on the day/time set for your
hearing.
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, you
should appear at the hearing and state your
objections or file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance may be in
person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or contingent creditor of
the decedent, you must file your claim with the
court and mail a copy to the personal
representative appointed by the court within the
later of either (1) four months from the date of first
issuance of letters to a general personal
representative, as defined in section 58(b) of the
California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the
date of mailing or personal delivery to you of a
notice under section 9052 of the California Probate
Code. Other California statutes and legal authority
may affect your rights as a creditor. You may want
to consult with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If
you are a person interested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for Special Notice
(form DE-154) of the filing of an inventory and
appraisal of estate assets or of any petition or
account as provided in Probate Code section 1250.
A Request for Special Notice form is available from
the court clerk.
Attorney for the Petitioner:
ROBERT MANNEY JR
IN PRO PER
17450 SEQUOIA ST., #7
HESPERIA, CA 92345
Published in the ORANGE COAST DAILY PILOT on:
12/8, 12/14 & 12/15/2023

BSC 224340
NOTICE OF AMENDED PETITION
TO ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:

LEWIS LEE LEWIS
30-2023-01360399-PR-LA-CMC

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent
creditors, and persons who may otherwise be
interested in the will or estate, or both, of: LEWIS
LEE LEWIS.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by Zell
S.H. Lewis in the Superior Court of California,
County ofORANGE.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that Zell
S.H. Lewis be appointed as personal
representative to administer the estate of the
decedent.
THE PETITION requests the decedent’s will and
codicils, if any, be admitted to probate. The will and
any codicils are available for examination in the file
kept by the court.
THE PETITION requests authority to administer the
estate under the Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will allow the personal
representative to take many actions without
obtaining court approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, however, the personal
representative will be required to give notice to
interested persons unless they have waived notice
or consented to the proposed action.) The
independent administration authority will be
granted unless an interested person files an
objection to the petition and shows good cause
why the court should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held on
Jan 24, 2024 at 1:30 p.m. in Dept. CM05
located at: 3390 HARBOR BVLD.
COSTA MESA, CA 92626
The court is providing the convenience to
appear for hearing by video using the court’s
designated video platform. This is a no cost
service to the public. Go to the Court’s website
at The Superior Court of California - County of
Orange (occourts.org) to appear remotely for
Probate hearings and for remote hearing
instructions. If you have difficulty connecting or
are unable to connect to your remote hearing,
call 657-622-8278 for assistance. If you prefer to
appear in-person, you can appear in the
department on the day/time set for your
hearing.
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, you
should appear at the hearing and state your
objections or file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance may be in
person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or contingent creditor of
the decedent, you must file your claim with the
court and mail a copy to the personal
representative appointed by the court within the
later of either (1) four months from the date of first
issuance of letters to a general personal
representative, as defined in section 58(b) of the
California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the
date of mailing or personal delivery to you of a
notice under section 9052 of the California Probate
Code. Other California statutes and legal authority
may affect your rights as a creditor. You may want
to consult with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If
you are a person interested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for Special Notice
(form DE-154) of the filing of an inventory and
appraisal of estate assets or of any petition or
account as provided in Probate Code section 1250.
A Request for Special Notice form is available from
the court clerk.
Attorney for the Petitioner:
SCOTT G. NATHAN, ESQ
LAW OFFICES OF SCOTT G. NATHAN
12241 NEWPORT AVE., STE 100
NORTH TUSTIN, CA 92705
Published in the ORANGE COAST DAILY PILOT on:
12/8, 12/14&12/15/2023
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TS No: CA08001290-22-1 APN: 591-392-39 TO No:
220558192-CA-VOI NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE (The
above statement is made pursuant to CA Civil Code
Section 2923.3(d)(1). The Summary will be provided
to Trustor(s) and/or vested owner(s) only, pursuant
to CA Civil Code Section 2923.3(d)(2).) YOU ARE IN
DEFAULT UNDER A DEED OF TRUST DATED
November 19, 2019. UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO
PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A
PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION OF
THE NATURE OF THE PROCEEDINGS AGAINST YOU,
YOU SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER. On December
20, 2023 at 01:30 PM, at the North front entrance to
the County Courthouse at 700 Civic Center Drive
West, Santa Ana, CA 92701, MTC Financial Inc. dba
Trustee Corps, as the duly Appointed Trustee, under
and pursuant to the power of sale contained in that
certain Deed of Trust recorded on November 20,
2019 as Instrument No. 2019000484326, of official
records in the Office of the Recorder of Orange
County, California, executed by MINGYU HU AS
MARRIED WOMAN AS HER SOLE AND SEPERATE
PROPERTY, as Trustor(s), in favor of MORTGAGE
ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC., as
Beneficiary, as nominee for HSBC BANK USA, N.A. as
Beneficiary, WILL SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION TO THE
HIGHEST BIDDER, in lawful money of the United
States, all payable at the time of sale, that certain
property situated in said County, California
describing the land therein as: AS MORE FULLY
DESCRIBED IN SAID DEED OF TRUST The property
heretofore described is being sold "as is". The street
address and other common designation, if any, of
the real property described above is purported to
be: 62 CARTWHEEL, IRVINE, CA 92618 The
undersigned Trustee disclaims any liability for any
incorrectness of the street address and other
common designation, if any, shown herein. Said sale
will be made without covenant or warranty, express
or implied, regarding title, possession, or
encumbrances, to pay the remaining principal sum
of the Note(s) secured by said Deed of Trust, with
interest thereon, as provided in said Note(s),
advances if any, under the terms of the Deed of
Trust, estimated fees, charges and expenses of the
Trustee and of the trusts created by said Deed of
Trust. The total amount of the unpaid balance of
the obligations secured by the property to be sold
and reasonable estimated costs, expenses and
advances at the time of the initial publication of this
Notice of Trustee’s Sale is estimated to be
$1,357,830.53 (Estimated). However, prepayment
premiums, accrued interest and advances will
increase this figure prior to sale. Beneficiary’s bid at
said sale may include all or part of said amount. In
addition to cash, the Trustee will accept a cashier’s
check drawn on a state or national bank, a check
drawn by a state or federal credit union or a check
drawn by a state or federal savings and loan
association, savings association or savings bank
specified in Section 5102 of the California Financial
Code and authorized to do business in California, or
other such funds as may be acceptable to the
Trustee. In the event tender other than cash is
accepted, the Trustee may withhold the issuance of
the Trustee’s Deed Upon Sale until funds become
available to the payee or endorsee as a matter of
right. The property offered for sale excludes all
funds held on account by the property receiver, if
applicable. If the Trustee is unable to convey title for
any reason, the successful bidder’s sole and
exclusive remedy shall be the return of monies paid
to the Trustee and the successful bidder shall have
no further recourse. Notice to Potential Bidders If
you are considering bidding on this property lien,
you should understand that there are risks involved
in bidding at a Trustee auction. You will be bidding
on a lien, not on the property itself. Placing the
highest bid at a Trustee auction does not
automatically entitle you to free and clear
ownership of the property. You should also be
aware that the lien being auctioned off may be a
junior lien. If you are the highest bidder at the
auction, you are or may be responsible for paying
off all liens senior to the lien being auctioned off,
before you can receive clear title to the property.
You are encouraged to investigate the existence,
priority, and size of outstanding liens that may exist
on this property by contacting the county recorder's
office or a title insurance company, either of which
may charge you a fee for this information. If you
consult either of these resources, you should be
aware that the same Lender may hold more than
one mortgage or Deed of Trust on the property.
Notice to Property Owner The sale date shown on
this Notice of Sale may be postponed one or more
times by the Mortgagee, Beneficiary, Trustee, or a
court, pursuant to Section 2924g of the California
Civil Code. The law requires that information about
Trustee Sale postponements be made available to
you and to the public, as a courtesy to those not
present at the sale. If you wish to learn whether your
sale date has been postponed, and, if applicable, the
rescheduled time and date for the sale of this
property, you may call Nationwide Posting &
Publication at 916.939.0772 for information
regarding the Trustee's Sale or visit the Internet
Website www.nationwideposting.com for
information regarding the sale of this property,
using the file number assigned to this case,
CA08001290-22-1. Information about
postponements that are very short in duration or
that occur close in time to the scheduled sale may
not immediately be reflected in the telephone
information or on the Internet Website. The best
way to verify postponement information is to attend
the scheduled sale. Notice to Tenant NOTICE TO
TENANT FOR FORECLOSURES AFTER JANUARY 1,
2021 You may have a right to purchase this property
after the trustee auction pursuant to Section 2924m
of the California Civil Code. If you are an “eligible
tenant buyer,” you can purchase the property if you
match the last and highest bid placed at the trustee
auction. If you are an “eligible bidder,” you may be
able to purchase the property if you exceed the last
and highest bid placed at the trustee auction. There
are three steps to exercising this right of purchase.
First, 48 hours after the date of the trustee sale, you
can call 916.939.0772, or visit this internet website
www.nationwideposting.com, using the file number
assigned to this case CA08001290-22-1 to find the
date on which the trustee’s sale was held, the
amount of the last and highest bid, and the address
of the trustee. Second, you must send a written
notice of intent to place a bid so that the trustee
receives it no more than 15 days after the trustee’s
sale. Third, you must submit a bid so that the trustee
receives it no more than 45 days after the trustee’s
sale. If you think you may qualify as an “eligible
tenant buyer” or “eligible bidder,” you should
consider contacting an attorney or appropriate real
estate professional immediately for advice
regarding this potential right to purchase. Date:
November 13, 2023 MTC Financial Inc. dba Trustee
Corps TS No. CA08001290-22-1 17100 Gillette Ave
Irvine, CA 92614 Phone: 949-252-8300 TDD: 711
949.252.8300 By: Bernardo Sotelo, Authorized
Signatory SALE INFORMATION CAN BE OBTAINED
ONLINE AT www.nationwideposting.com FOR
AUTOMATED SALES INFORMATION PLEASE CALL:
Nationwide Posting & Publication AT 916.939.0772
NPP0443434 To: NEWPORT HARBOR NEWS PRESS
COMBINED WITH DAILY PILOT 11/24/2023,
12/01/2023, 12/08/2023
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NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
EDWARD JOSEPH GIROUX

CASE NO. 30-2023-01359377-PR-LA-CMC
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent
creditors, and persons who may otherwise be
interested in the WILL or estate, or both of EDWARD
JOSEPH GIROUX.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by JASON
GIROUX in the Superior Court of California, County of
ORANGE.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that JASON
GIROUX be appointed as personal representative to
administer the estate of the decedent.
THE PETITION requests authority to administer the
estate under the Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will allow the personal
representative to take many actions without
obtaining court approval. Before taking certain very
important actions, however, the personal
representative will be required to give notice to
interested persons unless they have waived notice or
consented to the proposed action.) The independent
administration authority will be granted unless an
interested person files an objection to the petition
and shows good cause why the court should not
grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held in this court as
follows: 01/17/24 at 1:30PM in Dept. CM05 located at
3390 HARBOR BLVD., COSTA MESA, CA 92626-1554
NOTICE IN PROBATE CASES
The court is providing the convenience to appear for
hearing by video using the court's designated video
platform. This is a no cost service to the public. Go to
the Court's website at The Superior Court of California
- County of Orange (occourts.org) to appear remotely
for Probate hearings and for remote hearing
instructions. If you have difficulty connecting or are
unable to connect to your remote hearing, call 657-
622-8278 for assistance. If you prefer to appear in-
person, you can appear in the department on the
day/time set for your hearing.
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, you
should appear at the hearing and state your
objections or file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance may be in
person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent creditor of
the decedent, you must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal representative
appointed by the court within the later of either (1)
four months from the date of first issuance of letters
to a general personal representative, as defined in
section 58(b) of the California Probate Code, or (2) 60
days from the date of mailing or personal delivery to
you of a notice under section 9052 of the California
Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal authority may
affect your rights as a creditor. You may want to
consult with an attorney knowledgeable in California
law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If you
are a person interested in the estate, you may file
with the court a Request for Special Notice (form DE-
154) of the filing of an inventory and appraisal of
estate assets or of any petition or account as provided
in Probate Code section 1250. A Request for Special
Notice form is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
NICHOLAS J. VAN BRUNT - SBN 233876,
MEGHANMCCORMICK - SBN 307072,
SHEPPARDMULLIN RICHTER & HAMPTON LLP
1901 AVENUE OF THE STARS, SUITE 1600
LOS ANGELES CA 90067,
Telephone (310) 228-3700
12/1, 12/2, 12/8/23
CNS-3756097#
NEWPORT HARBOR NEWS PRESS COMBINED WITH
DAILYPILOT

CITY OF NEWPORT BEACH

NOTICE INVITING BIDS

Sealed bids shall be submitted electronically
via PlanetBids to office of the City Clerk,

100 Civic Center Drive,
Newport Beach, CA 92660

Before 10:00 AM on the 4th day
of January, 2024,

at which time such bids shall be opened and
read for

EAST COAST HIGHWAY AND SANMIGUEL
DRIVE PAVEMENT REHABILITATION AND
EVENING CANYONDRIVE DRAINAGE

IMPROVEMENTS

Contract No. 8925-2

$5,300,000
Engineer's Estimate

Approved by
JamesM. Houlihan

Deputy PWD/City Engineer

Prospective bidders may obtain Bid
Documents, Project Specifications and Plans

via PlanetBids:
http://www.planetbids.com/portal/portal.cfm?

CompanyID=22078

Hard copy plans are available via
Mouse Graphics at (949) 548-5571

659W. 19th Street, Costa Mesa, CA 92627

Contractor License Classification(s) required for
this project: “A”

For further information, call Ben Davis, Project
Manager at (949) 644-3317

It is intended that American Rescue Plan Act
(ARPA) Funding will be used to fund a portion of

this project. Contractor shall be aware of all
relevant Uniform Guidance Sections. Contractor
shall be subject to 2 C.F.R. § 200.321 and all

necessary reporting procedures.

BID INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE
ON THE CITYWEBSITE:

https://www.newportbeachca.gov/government/
data-hub/online-services/bids-rfps-vendor-

registration

FOUND: Personal prop-
erty was found on Sept. 5,
2023 near Jamboree Rd.
in Tustin. If you are the
owner, please contact the
Tustin Police Department
at (714) 573-3200 to file a
claim. Provide a detailed
description of the proper-
ty, time & location where
the loss was made, and
the estimated value. Ref-
erence Case #23-06045.

Found

Vinyl RecordsWanted
$$$ Top cash paid

4 all or part of collection.
Jazz, Classical,

Psychedelic, Blues
949-933-6777 Mike

Miscellaneous
Merchandise
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Reiley Murphy
OH | Corona del Mar | Sr.
Corona del Mar had

much to celebrate this
season, including an unde-
feated Wave League cham-
pionship. What meant just
as much to Murphy and
the Sea Kings was their
home-and-home sweep of
crosstown rival Newport
Harbor in the Battle of the
Bay. Looking back on those
two accomplishments,
Murphy commented,
“That’s all I can ask for,” to
sum up the feats after
CdM’s second five-set win
of the season against New-
port Harbor. The Wave
League MVP, Murphy sup-
plied 270 kills, 255 digs and
36 aces.

Ella Olson
OH | Newport Harbor |

Fr.
Newport Harbor (17-16)

sustained significant losses
to graduation in Anabel
Kotzakov, the previous
Dream Team Player of the
Year, and Laine Briggs,
who was a first-team selec-
tion. The Sailors spent no
time on the sidelines,
thanks in large part to the

freshman phenom. In-
stead, Newport Harbor
parlayed an at-large berth
into a Division 2 quarter-
finals appearance, notch-
ing five-set road victories
over West Hills Chaminade
and Santa Margarita. Ol-
son, an All-CIF honoree,
accounted for 510 kills, 239
digs, 56 aces and 44 blocks.

SECOND TEAM
Position, Name, School,

Year
S Drue Coberly, Newport

Harbor, Sr.
L Kirsten Dauderman,

Corona del Mar, Sr.
L Isabel Escuro, Ocean

View, Sr.
L Olivia Foye, Hunting-

ton Beach, Jr.
MB Morgan Gillinger,

Edison, Sr.
OPP Taylor Ponchak,

Huntington Beach, Jr.
OH Aubrey Spallone,

Costa Mesa, Jr.
S Sophie Vienna, Edison,

Sr.
OH Summer Witherby,

Edison, Sr.
OH-MB Chara Won-

dercheck, Pacifica Chris-
tian, Jr.

OH Kyra Zaengle, La-
guna Beach, Jr.

James Carbone

NEWPORT HARBOR’S Ella Olson taps the ball over the net
against Corona del Mar in the Battle of the Bay match Oct. 12.
She’s on this year’s Daily Pilot Girls’ Volleyball Dream Team
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