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at the Argyros Girl Scout Leadership Center in Newport Beach.

Girl Scouts get new makerspace
for anything they can dream up

BY MATT SZABO

Foothill High School senior
Kenna Kashima would love to see
herself working in a career of toy
design.

She said she was inspired by
the popular “Barbie” movie that
was released last year, and she
also admires American Girl dolls.
Kashima is currently taking
graphic design and art classes.

“I think it's really cool how a
toy can represent a young per-
son’s interests or culture or back-
ground,” said Kashima, a mem-
ber of Girl Scouts of Orange
County Troop 881. “I really want
to make that possible for the
younger generation.”

Now Kashima has a valued
resource to match her passion.

Girl Scouts of Orange County
recently opened a STEM-focused
makerspace at its Argyros Girl
Scout Leadership Center in New-
port Beach.

The building now features
tools like a 3D printer, an xTool
Laser Cutter, a Cricut Cutting
Machine and a Cricut Heat Press.

“We wanted to create a space
for gitls to have freedom to create
and design and innovate,” said
Amanda Moore, Girl Scouts of
Orange County STEM manager.
“We were figuring out ways that
we could do that. This is a STEM
building, so we wanted to bring
that to this space in a way that is
accessible to all of our girls.
[They're] tools that they might

See Scouts, page A5
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AMANDA MOORE prints a design made by Hailey Kamikawa and her mom Nancy, from left, at the new Girl Scouts of Orange County makerspace

TINA OROOJI and her daughter Alyssa learn how to draw designs on a
computer, to later print on a tote bag.
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OKs
Zoning
for more
housing

The City Council
bypassed noise and
safety concerns for
development plans near
John Wayne Airport.

BY GABRIEL SAN ROMAN

Prompted by state housing
mandates, the Irvine City Council
voted to override the Orange
County Airport Land Use Com-
mission’s concerns over plans to
add 15,000 homes near John
Wayne Airport.

If council members didn’t pass
the resolution during Tuesday’s
meeting, the city risked missing a
February 2025 deadline to update
its long-term housing plans,
which would subject Irvine to
hefty fines, stripped permitting
powers and other penalties from
the state.

While the council did not delib-
erate before voting, Irvine resi-
dent Doug Elliott supported the
move as he said that development
near the airport was already in-
tensive.

“We have high-rise office build-
ings [and] hotels,” Elliott added.
“We have condos pretty much
across the street from the airport
and yet, supposedly, we can't ac-
commodate housing further out?”

Only Councilman Larry Agran
voted against the override and a
subsequent zoning change that
would clear the way for high-den-
sity units to be built in the Irvine
Business Complex that abuts the
airport.

In June, the airport commission
aired its objections, citing noise
impacts and safety issues in not-
ing the rezoning as “inconsistent”
with the Airport Environs Land
Use Plan, which sets guidelines
for development and land use in
surrounding areas.

The Irvine City Council first
voted on Aug. 13 to move forward
with overriding the airport com-
mission’s determination while ap-
proving its broader general plan

See Housing, page A4
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Locals recognized by safety
group for heroic rescues at sea

BY SARA CARDINE

Costa Mesa friends Shayla
Bauer and Jeffrey Weber were out
at Huntington Dog Beach on a
cold day in January trying to catch
some waves before work, but not
much was happening on the wa-
ter.

The waves were too small, and
most people were packing up to
leave by the time they'd arrived.
But they'd come there with a third
friend, Chris Wessels, who was
trying to get more surfing hours
under his belt, and so decided to
stay.

The trio were sitting on their
boards waiting for something to
happen when Wessels began to
feel woozy.

“He looked at me and said, T'm
feeling dizzy and light-headed,’
and then he just kind of leaned

See Rescues, page A3
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FORMER COSTA MESA resident Chris Wessels, center, poses with
friends Jeffrey Weber and Shayla Bauer, who helped save his life during a
Jan. 16 surfing session in Huntington Beach.
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Anaheim approves laws affecting homeless

BY GABRIEL SAN ROMAN

Homeless people in Anaheim
may soon be banned from sleep-
ing on sidewalks, selling bike
parts at parks or even smoking
near bus stops.

The sweeping changes were
approved by the Anaheim City
Council on Tuesday with an ini-
tial unanimous vote.

“We are creating ordinances to
further enhance the toolbox for
our law enforcement to better
serve our city, but it really is also
a comprehensive approach,” said
Councilwoman Natalie Rubal-
cava. “These ordinances, al-
though some people may feel
that they are heavy-handed,
they’re really necessary things for
us to keep our community safe.”

Last month, council members
Rubalcava and Natalie Meeks
asked city staff to review how it
could strengthen its laws govern-
ing the use of parks and rights-
of-way spaces after the U.S.
Supreme Court recently ruled
anti-camping bans are constitu-
tional.

Anaheim first passed an anti-
camping ban in 2014 as tent en-
campments popped up at public
parks around the city. The law
prohibits people from putting up
tents and storing personal prop-
erty.

In strengthening the city’s en-
forcement hand, a new law also
seeks to ban people from leaving
property or lying down on side-
walks, bus benches or medians
in an effort to clear the homeless
from public places.

Citing an average of 255 bicy-
cle thefts per year in Anaheim,
another ordinance targets bicy-
cle “chop shops,” where parts are
disassembled and sold at public
parks.

Shoring up the changes, Ana-
heim is looking to update its
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A HOMELESS MAN sits on the sidewalk in Newport Beach. Anaheim is set to pass a law banning people from
sitting on sidewalks among other ordinances called “necessary ... for us to keep our community safe.”

smoking ban to include public
parks. Smoking from cigarettes,
cannabis and vape pens would
also be prohibited with 25 feet of
public bus stops and within 100
feet of any school or daycare fa-
cility.

“These proposed ordinances
apply to everyone in the city,”
said City Atty. Rob Fabela. “How-
ever, we recognize that they will
likely impact those who are un-
housed and are using our public
rights-of-way as living spaces.”

According to the latest home-
less count, 1,417 unhoused peo-
ple live in Anaheim, with 601 of
them unsheltered.

In considering the changes,

Anaheim joined several other Or-
ange County cities that have
sought to strengthen their en-

forcement hand after the
Supreme Court ruling.
Newport  Beach  recently

banned storing public property
on sidewalks and beefed up its
anti-camping law to include peo-
ple sleeping in their cars.

Duane Roberts, a longtime An-
aheim resident and investigative
blogger, criticized Anaheim’s pro-
posed sidewalk law as a potential
affront to civil liberties and urged
council members to table discus-
sion.

He considered the exception
for people who sit on the side-

walk “for purposes of viewing a
legally conducted parade or sim-
ilar lawful or permitted event” to
be too broad and vague.

“It ignores the fact that the 1st
Amendment does give people
the right to sit on a sidewalk if
they are engaged in free speech
activities,” Roberts said. “Some-
body could set up a movable
chair and table on the sidewalk
in front of city hall and distribute
political or religious literature.”

Anaheim Resort hoteliers
spoke in favor of the changes.

“We need to take back our bus
stops,” said Laura Watkins, gen-
eral manager of the Best Western
Plus hotel. “[Housekeepers] are

petrified to go out to the bus stop
in front of my property because
of the element that is at the bus
stop.”

Another hotelier echoed those
concerns and claimed that un-
housed people in the resort area
were increasingly coming from
outside of the county.

Council members found gen-
eral agreement with the need for
enhanced enforcement and
stressed the city’s efforts in re-
cent years to provide services
and shelter to unhoused people.

Last month, Anaheim became
the third city in O.C. to partner
with CalOptima’s street medicine
program.

“Were moving forward in an
ethical way,” said Anaheim May-
or Ashleigh Aitken. “But we are
maintaining that responsibility
to our residents and to our com-
munities that we will keep you
safe.”

Anaheim police and code en-
forcement officers would have
discretion to enforce the new
laws with either a citation or a
misdemeanor arrest. Shelter,
housing and health diversion
services are also slated to be
made available as an alternative
after detention.

“This is a balanced approach,”
said Anaheim Police Chief Rick
Armendariz. “We're still provid-
ing services. We're still wanting to
make sure that people are con-
nected with services. However,
for those individuals that refuse,
for those individuals that contin-
ues to violate the law, we will en-
force the law.”

A second vote on the new ordi-
nances is slated for Oct. 29. If
passed, the bans would take ef-
fect in late November.

gabriel.sanroman
@latimes.com
Twitter: @gsanroman?2
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‘KISSSSS' is an intimate look at an artists’ last work

BY SARAH MOSQUEDA

For curator Bridget R.
Cooks, the intimacy of the
work featured in Yong Soon
Min’s “KISSSSS” is poignant
and arresting.

“It is really powerful and
unexpected,” she said.

The personal nature of
the exhibition goes even
further for Cooks, as the
late artist, a UC Irvine pro-
fessor emerita was a col-
league and friend of Cooks,
who herself is the Chancel-
lor’s Fellow and a professor
of African American studies
and art history at UCI.

On view at the Contem-
porary Arts Center Gallery
on UCI’s campus and co-
sponsored by UCI’s Jack
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By Yong Soon Min
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“KISSSSS" IS the last project UC Irvine professor and artist
Yong Soon Min worked on before her death.

and Shanaz Langson Insti-
tute and Museum of Cali-
fornia Art and Claire Trevor
School of the Arts with sup-
port from UCI’s Center for
Critical Korean Studies and
Claire  Trevor  Society,
“KISSSSS” is a labor of love.
Cooks and other fellow art-
ists worked together to fin-
ish the exhibition, carefully
crafting the show the way
they believed Min would
have wanted it.

“It was a very fulfilling ex-
perience because 1 was
working with her team of
artist friends,” said Cooks.
“Everyone missed her, ev-
eryone felt so sad and ev-
eryone wanted to do the
right thing.”

Much of Min’s identity
was wrapped up in the year
of her birth, 1953. She was
born during the Korean
War in Bugok, in a village in
South Korea just south of
Seoul where she lived until
age 7 when her family
moved to the coastal town
of Monterey, Calif.

“She was born in 1953,
which was when the armi-
stice was signed declaring a
military ceasefire between
what was newly North and
South Korea,” said Cooks.
“She always felt very per-
sonally marked by that be-
cause that was also the year

David Kelley

GEOPOLITICAL RELATIONS between North and South Korea are explored in the late
Yong Soon Min's “KISSSSS” on view at the UCI Contemporary Arts Center Gallery.

that she emerged, and it felt
like the beginning of her life
was this kind of ambiguous
ending to this war that,
technically, is still going
on.”

Min attended UC Berke-
ley, earning her bachelor’s
degree, master’s of arts and
master’s of fine arts de-
grees. She became an edu-
cator, artist, activist and cu-
rator who continued to ex-
plore the impact of the Ko-
rean War in her studies and
her art. In 1993, she joined
the Department of Art fac-
ulty at UCL. Min passed
away from breast cancer in
March.

Currently, there are three
separate works by Min at
the gallery. Five prints on
the wall titled “Both Sides
Now” are part of a work
Min completed in 2018.

“This is a combination of
images from postcards she
took when she went to the
Joint Security zone, the de-
militarized zone between

North and South Korea,”
said Cooks, “because there
are gift shops there.”

A pack of 10 postcards
from two trips to the Joint
Security area in the 1990s
are spliced together in a
collage to make a series of
five prints that alternate
two images, demonstrating
the parallels of North and
South Korea.

One image  repeats
throughout the gallery:
three tables in a neat row.

“In this image we have a
room with these tables, this
is the room and the tables
where the armistice was
signed,” said Cooks. “So
that becomes a really im-
portant space in the history
of the political war, but also
for her and her work.”

The image is the focus of
a second work, “Still/Inces-
sant,” five newly produced
artist books.

“This really is the last
work that she completed,”
said Cooks.

The conceptual work is a
heavy book, bound in a
military green cover, with
the image of the tables on
every page, turning pro-
gressively more red until
the image is completely ob-
scured by the color. There
are just five copies of the
book, each lined up for
viewing with gloves for
handling.

“KISSSSS” is the third
and unfinished work by
Min and the title of the
whole show. Min wanted to
include representation of
seven important moments
that traced the beginning of
the Korean War to the sign-
ing of the armistice.

“She passed before she
was able to figure out how
to convey that research. So
what the team has done is
looked at her notes, what
she highlighted to help us
understand how she was
collecting these seven dif-
ferent moments,” said
Cooks.

Seven brick stations that
display her notes and mark
those events line up in the
center of the gallery, placed
with intention.

“The latitudinal North lo-
cation of the split between
North and South Korea is
called the 38th parallel, so
the horizontal bricks are
about 38 inches long, and
the vertical ones are about
38 inches high,” said Cooks.
“That was something that
Yong Soon came up with
and then we worked to-
gether to come up with
these designs.”

The brick stations are
surrounded by walls with
seven images on each,
showing what was happen-
ing politically at these dif-
ferent stages in time.

The images show two
people in various stages of
embrace, with flags obscur-
ing their faces, inspired by
work from artist René Ma-
gritte’s 1928 painting “The
Lovers.”

“In that painting you
have two people who have
these white clothes, and
they are kissing, but they
are not actually touching
and that kind of surrealist
intimacy but separation
made sense conceptually
for Yong Soon to explain
the relationship between

China, the Soviet Union,
North Korea, South Korea,
the United States and the
United  Nations,” said
Cooks. “These are the dif-
ferent entities you see rep-
resented by the flags.”

The show’s opening on
Oct. 5 also served as a me-
morial for the artist and in-
cluded a walk-through of
the exhibition with Kylie
Ching, Ph.D., a postdoctoral
researcher. On Oct. 26, a
panel titled “KISSSSS and
Legacy of Yong Soon Min as
Artist, Curator, and Mentor”
is planned with the partici-
pation of some of Min’s art-
ist friends who helped with
the exhibition. The show
ends on Dec. 17.

Deciding how a curator
should be involved in a
project when the artist has
died is a subject Cooks
tackles with her own stu-
dents. She found this proj-
ect to be both gratifying
and emotional, she said,
and feels Min would have
wanted the team at UCI to
help fulfill her vision.

“We just wanted to make
sure that we did something
that she would be happy
with,” Cooks said.

sarah.mosqueda
@latimes.com
Twitter: @SarahNMos
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‘Sand czar' looks to turm tide on coastal erosion

BY GABRIEL SAN ROMAN

Before becoming San
Clemente’s new coastal ad-
ministrator last year, the
beach has always held a
nostalgic place in Leslea
Meyerhoff’s heart.

“Some of my earliest
memories are walking the
beach in Santa Monica
with my grandma,” she
said. “I also recall fond
times boogie boarding, col-
lecting seashells or just en-
joying a stroll at the beach.”

On a recent foggy after-
noon by San Clemente Pier,
Meyerhoff looked on from
a picnic bench as a handful
of families similarly walked
along the beach while oth-
ers carried boogie boards
into the ocean.

In recent years, the city’s
eroding beaches have been
a far cry from the wide, ex-

pansive sands of Mey-
erhoff's Santa  Monica
memories.

But a year into her role as
San Clemente’s coastal ad-
ministrator, stretches of the
south Orange County city’s
shores are in much better
shape, thanks to taking a
cue from Santa Monica’s
sand pumping past.

“She’s been nothing
short of extraordinary,”
said San Clemente Mayor
Victor Cabral. “We desper-
ately needed someone like
her with her qualifications,
experience and connec-
tions to move the city for-
ward, particularly with the
enormous problems we
have with sand and pro-
tecting our coastal infra-
structure.”

The initial phase of a
U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers sand replenishment
project has pumped a fresh
batch of beige sand that
has stretched the coastline
further out toward the
ocean. Crews are due back
in November to finish the
job of bringing 251,000 cu-
bic yards of sand around
the pier.

San Clemente also just
announced the completion
of an emergency project to
repair North Beach with
37,000 cubic yards of sand
trucked in from Orange
County’s Santa Ana River
stockpile site.

More than beautifying
the beach for recreation
and tourism, San Clem-
ente’s sand projects are in-
tended to protect infra-
structure like the Lossan
train tracks that coil by the
coast to the picnic table
Meyerhoff sat on as she
discussed her “sand czar”
role.

“We can’t wait for Mother
Nature, because she’s not
able to do her job, at least

for this stretch of coast,”
she said. “That’s why we've
had to restore the beaches
ourselves.”

Urban development has
choked off natural sand re-
plenishment, whether from
river beds or bluffs that are
armored by train tracks. In
the future, sea level rise
prompted by global warm-
ing will present a new
threat to the integrity of
San Clemente’s beaches.

Sensing the task ahead,
the San Clemente City
Council approved the cre-
ation of a coastal adminis-
trator position to manage
sand replenishment proj-
ects, guide coastal resilien-
cy plans and serve as a liai-
son with different govern-
ment agencies.

At an Oct. 3, 2023 council
meeting, council members
awarded Meyerhoff a
three-year contract.

She came into the job
having started the Summit
Environmental Group as a
small business in 2004 after
earning a master’s degree
in urban planning from
UCLA.

By 2016, Meyerhoff
counted San Clemente as a
client when the city hired
her to help with its local
coastal program, which
guides development and
resource protection in ac-
cordance with state law.

She also worked on San
Clemente’s Sea Level Rise
Vulnerability ~ Assessment
in 2019 and the city’s Coast-
al Resiliency Plan in 2021.

Prior to taking on the
coastal administrator job,
Meyerhoff helped manage
the Army Corps’ Solana
Beach sand replenishment
project.

“It was actually an easy
transition for me to step
into the role in San Clem-
ente,” she said.

Crews overseen by the
Army Corps set up on the
beach by San Clemente
Pier a month into Mey-
erhoff’s tenure as coastal
administrator. And then,
the long-awaited Army
Corps project that took two
decades to secure funding
for hit an unexpected snag.

When the borrow site off
the coast of Oceanside
didn't damage equipment,
piping spewed its unusable
cobble-strewn sediment on
the beach.

“We had to come up with
an alternate plan pretty
quickly,” Meyerhoff said. “It
required everyone to work
together.”

She recalled 100-hour
workweeks that spilled into
weekends and the holidays.

The project was delayed
for several months as all-
involved worked to secure

permitting to use the Surf-
side-Sunset Beach borrow
site in northern O.C.

When work resumed in
April, the beach was wid-
ened with 114,000 cubic
yards of sand just in time
for summer.

As part of a 50-year plan,
the Army Corps will assess
future sand replenishment
efforts every five to six
years.

But that’s not the only
beach nourishment plan in
the works for San Clem-
ente.

The Orange County
Transportation Authority is
in the planning stages of a
project to protect the Los-
san tracks in San Clemente
with riprap and 541,000 cu-
bic yards of sand. The San
Diego Assn. of Govern-
ments’ third Regional
Beach Sand Project is
slated to bring a million cu-
bic yards of sand to San
Clemente in the future.

Meyerhoff stays in con-
tact with all involved agen-
cies in trying to integrate
and streamline the incom-
ing projects as much as
possible.

“We are all trying to solve
the same problem,” she
said. “My role is to advo-
cate the city’s position,
which is [that] sand is the
best solution.”

It’s a message Meyerhoff
has brought to residents so
that they can better under-
stand the city’s efforts
against erosion.

“She has taken a strate-
gic approach to doing an
assessment of the entire

4.5-mile coastline of San
Clemente,” said Cameron
Cosgrove, a resident and

planning commission
chair. “She’s presented that
in several public forums
where members of the
public could come and get
educated and also provide
their input on potential op-
tions moving forward.”

In the Nov. 5 election San
Clemente voters will have a
say in the future of the
city’s beaches in the form
of Measure BB, which, pro-
poses a half-percent sales
tax hike to fund the city’s
share of the Army Corps
project.

Signs popping up around
town in support of the bal-
lot measure, which Cos-
grove serves as campaign
leader, urge residents to
“restore our beaches” with
a “yes” vote.

The scaled-down hike
means that even if the ini-
tiative passes, San Clem-
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WORKERS REPLENISHED the beach in San Clemente with new sand south of the pier in May.

ente will still need to track
down additional funding
for sand projects outside of
the Army Corps, a task a
coastal administrator
would lead.

“You can get the permits,
you can get through the
environmental studies, but
you need money, at the end
of the day, to build these
projects,” Meyerhoff said.

With more sand planned
for San Clemente’s future,
efforts against erosion also
entail monitoring and re-
tention.

The city is currently
working on a study funded
by the California Coastal
Commission that is assess-
ing breakwaters, artificial
reefs and other sand re-
tention strategies.

Every grain of sand goes
toward a future that Mey-
erhoff envisions where a
walkable beach from Dana
Point Harbor to Trestles
isn't thwarted by erosion at

LESLEA
MEYERHOFF
stands
ankle-deep in
new sand
pumped on
the beach near
San Clemente
Pier to
replenish it
from erosion.

Don Leach | Staff
Photographer

any point along the way.

“The need for the beach
is going to increase — not
decrease — over time,”
Meyerhoff said. “All the
things were doing now
—restoring the beaches,
looking at retention solu-
tions, looking at compre-
hensive beach nourish-
ment from the south end to
the north end of the city —
are going to promote resil-
iency in the city now and
with sea level rise.”

It’s all in a day’s work for
San Clemente’s “sand czar.”

Meyerhoff doesn’t know
where the tagline came
from but shares a chuckle
at its expense.

“'m fine with it,” she
said with a laugh. “My mis-
sion is to get sand delivered
to the beach. That is my fo-
cus for San Clemente.”

gabriel.sanroman
@latimes.com
Twitter: @gsanroman?

RESCUES

Continued from page Al

forward on his board,” We-
ber, 24, recalled of the inci-
dent nine months later.
“Quickly, we realized he
wasn't responding.”

Immediately, Weber and
Bauer wedged themselves
on either side of Wessels’
board and paddled him to
shore. The beach was
nearly empty, but Bauer
managed to find someone
with a phone and commu-
nicated their location to
lifeguards as Weber per-
formed CPR.

Hed taken a class in high
school but had never per-
formed the life-saving pro-
cedure. He remembered an
episode of the TV show
“The Office,” in which the
characters sang “Stayin’
Alive” by the Bee Gees in a
CPR class to maintain the
correct tempo. So that’s
what he did.

“I didn’t know what I was
doing but started chest
compressions and tried to
stay to that beat,” Weber
said.

The trio remained on the
beach until paramedics
came and relieved the ad-
hoc rescuers, transporting
Wessels to Hoag Hospital,
where he would remain for
the next 45 days. CPR had
sustained his life for a full
45 minutes until his natural
heartbeat resumed.

Doctors later determined
he suffered from arrhyth-
mogenic right ventricular
cardiomyopathy (ARVC), a
heart disease that causes a
potentially fatal irregular
heartbeat and requires the
implantation of a defibrilla-
tor.

“It's a very random heart

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

LAGUNA BEACH teens Merrick Vellmure and Jude Young, from left, received a Meritorious
Act Award for their Oct. 15 rescue of a family of three struggling in a rip current at St. Ann's

Beach in Laguna Beach.

disease,” Wessels said of the
condition that changed the
course of his life, as he
moved from Costa Mesa to
Maryland to receive treat-
ment from Johns Hopkins
Hospital. “It was undiag-
nosed for a while. Now I'm
doing cardiac rehabilitation
and brain therapy.”

The 27-year-old credits
his friends, who hed only
met months earlier through
Costa  Mesa’s  Canopy
Church, with saving his life.
Today, the three friends are
bonded by what they ex-

perienced together.
“Wed never even met his
family,” Bauer, 24, said.

“Now we've been adopted
into the Wessels family, for
sure.”

For their bravery and

quick thinking on that fate-
ful day, Bauer and Weber
were each officially recog-
nized by members of the
California Surf Lifesaving
Assn. Thursday with a He-
roic Act Award in a ceremo-
ny during a board meeting
hosted by the San Clemente
local chapter.

Founded in 1964 under
the U.S. Lifesaving Assn.,
the statewide organization
of lifeguards and marine
safety professionals strives
to promote beach safety
and professional open-wa-
ter lifesaving standards.
Each year, the group hosts
regional ceremonies to
honor members and citi-
zens who've gone above
and beyond to save the
lives of others.

“We anticipate bravery
and quick thinking from
our professional ocean life-
guards, but when civilians
step up and perform life-
saving actions, it is a par-
ticular honor to recognize
their heroism and selfless
commitment to their com-
munity,” Gus Avila, presi-
dent of the CSLSA, said of
the annual award.

“These award recipients
embody courage despite
great personal risk, and
their actions are both inspi-
rational and worthy of rec-
ognition.”

Bauer and Weber weren't
the only local residents rec-
ognized Thursday at the
San Clemente Community
Center — two Laguna
Beach teens received a

Sara Cardine

BILL RICHARDSON, a retired Marine Safety Captain for
the Huntington Beach Fire Department, on Thursday
received a Life Member Award from the California Surf

Lifesaving Assn.

Meritorious Act Award for
rescuing a family of three
caught in a rip current at
the city’s St. Ann’s Beach a
year ago this week.

Jude Young was hanging
out with friend Merrick
Vellmore and a group of
friends after school at
nearby Thalia Street Beach
on Oct. 15, 2023 and was
just drying off when he saw
imperiled swimmers in the
distance.

“A little boy was getting
swept out, and then his
mom got swept out while
trying to rescue him,” re-
called Young, now 18.

He alerted friend and
classmate Merrick Vell-
mure, and the pair immedi-
ately ran to the adjacent
beach. Then members of
Laguna Beach High School
Surf Team, they'd both tak-
en lessons,  provided
through the city’s Marine
Safety Department, on per-
forming underwater res-
cues.

The course, which covers
everything from hasty

searches to pulling victims
with broken necks to shore,
is designed to train local
surfers and beachgoers to
spot danger and act quickly
until first responders arrive
on scene.

On that harrowing day
last October, Young helped
pull the young boy to waist-
deep water, as Vellmure
swam out to the boy’s
mother. The two of them
were guiding the woman to
safety, when they noticed
more activity about 150
yards off shore.

“That's when I noticed
there was also a dad in the
mix,” Young said. “It looked
like he was struggling the
most, and he was the fur-
thest out.”

Vellmure tried to pull the
semi-conscious man to
safety by having him hold
onto his foot, but the res-
cuee’s much larger frame
was too heavy to pull. Using
boogie boards provided by
someone on land, the teens

See Rescues, page A4
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JOSEPH MCGINTY Nichol, known as McG, speaks outside
the Lido Theater while holding his young son.

Sugar Ray rocks
the restored stage
at Lido Theater

BY SARAH MOSQUEDA

Outside the recently re-
stored Lido Theater, movie
lovers, music fans and poli-
ticians gathered near the
box office. State Assembly-
woman Diane Dixon, New-
port Beach Mayor Pro Tem,
Joe Stapleton and council
members Erik Weigand and
Robyn Grant were among
those who joined Joseph
McGinty Nichol, better
known as McG, for a rib-
bon-cutting ceremony at
the theater on Saturday,
Oct. 5.

“I have never seen this
many people here,” Dixon
remarked. “Thank you for
restoring life to Lido.”

While some of the guests
came for the open house
event that ran throughout
the day, allowing visitors to
explore the restored venue
and offering complimenta-
ry popcorn from the con-
cession stand, many came
for the free concert from
pop rock band Sugar Ray.

Sugar Ray was formed in
Newport Beach in the
mid-1980s and achieved
mainstream success in 1997
with its first hit, “Fly,” off
the album “Floored.”

Lead singer Mark Mc-
Grath and McG, who is also
a Newport Beach native,
have a friendship that dates
back to their high school
days in Orange County.
McG produced Sugar Ray’s
first album and directed the
music video for the band’s
song “Caboose.” The expe-
rience led to other opportu-
nities directing music vide-
os for songs like Sublime’s
“Santeria” and The
Offspring’s “Pretty Fly (For a
White Guy)” to eventually
directing full-length feature
films. McG credits the influ-
ence of the Lido Theater
and his friendship with Mc-
Grath with inspiring his
successful creative career.

McG is one of two part-
ners at the River Jetty

Restaurant Group, the new
operator of the landmark
theater, which was reno-
vated by the Fritz Duda Co.

“The Lido Theater was a
house of dreams for all of us
as I look at my buddy, Mark
McGrath, my friend of 50
years,” said McG. “We
thought growing up in
Newport Beach there was
no way we could ever touch
the world, that everything
cool happened elsewhere.”

McG tapped McGrath
and his band to play a free
show at the open house, re-
flecting another aspect of
the offerings McG sees the
theater providing for the
community. Besides show-
ing movies, he anticipates
live music, comedy per-
formances, benefits and ga-
las at the venue.

“This theater is about
bringing people together to
experience film and [to]
dream, to experience live
music and feel alive,” said
McG.

Sugar Ray opened with
“Someday” followed by “Ev-
ery Morning” and “When
It's Over.” The set also in-
cluded a medley of '90s hits
such as “How Bizarre” by
OMC and “Steal my Sun-
shine” by Len. They per-
formed “Fly” with an added
breakdown of Sublime’s
“What I Got” and closed
with “Fight for Your Right”
by Beastie Boys, as McG
joined in on lead vocals.

McG said it was an en-
couraging first night of en-
tertainment and just the
beginning of what he be-
lieves the Lido Theater can
be for Orange County.

“This the extinguisher of
loneliness as we come to-
gether and celebrate every-
thing that gets us excited
and makes us dream about
worlds that are bigger than
ours.”

sarah.mosqueda
@latimes.com
Twitter: @SarahNMos

FROM LEFT, Newport Beach City Councilman Erik Weigand,
Mayor Pro Tem Joe Stapleton and Councilwoman Robyn
Grant present a certificate of recognition to the Lido Theater.

HOUSING

Continued from page Al
update, which included
housing.

In addition to the Irvine
Business Complex area, the
update also eyed neighbor-
hoods around the Spec-
trum and Great Park that
could accommodate more
than 57,000 future housing
units.

“Unless we are absolutely
committed to installing
transit first and unless we
are absolutely committed
to addressing and providing
affordable housing first, de-
velopment of this magni-
tude is just unconscion-
able,” Agran said. “The
spillover effects will be
dramatic. We're asked here
to override all kinds of envi-
ronmental concerns that
have been identified [and]
cannot be properly miti-
gated.”

Councilwoman Tammy
Kim tangled with Agran’s
stance and noted staff had
put in three years of work
on the general plan.

“We get into this

Catch-22 ... and then noth-
ing gets done,” she argued.

Since the August votes,
government agencies
traded letters over the air-
port commission’s objec-
tion to residential devel-
opment planned near the
airport.

“The city’s decision to in-
troduce low to very-low in-
come housing within the
new residential zoning
overlay fails to adequately
address the principles of
environmental justice,”
wrote Matthew Friedman, a
Caltrans senior aviation
planner, in a Sept. 9 letter
to an Irvine city official.
“These communities are
often more susceptible to
adverse environmental
conditions, including those
associated with proximity
to airports, such as noise
and safety risks.”

Orange County cities
have overridden the air-
port commission several
times before in order to
plan for or approve new
housing.

In July, the Newport
Beach City Council by-
passed its concerns in giv-

Photos by Sarab Mosqueda

POP-ROCK BAND Sugar Ray rocked the restored Lido Theater in Newport Beach on Saturday, Oct. 5.

"UCI Health

‘We treat more than

Just your cancer.

At UCI| Health, we expertly address your cancer

with innovative treatments and clinical trials.
But we don’t stop there. We consider all your
healthcare needs and work with specialists
across UCI| Health to care for you beyond
your cancer diagnosis.

Your fight is our fight, and together, we never
cease in our commitment to a cancer-free world.

Visit ucihealth.org/cancer or call 714-500-7891
to schedule a next-day consultation.

Allen Schaben | Los Angeles Times

THE IRVINE City Council voted to zone for more housing

by John Wayne Airport.

ing the green light to a 282-
unit apartment building
near John Wayne Airport.

Santa Ana and Costa
Mesa have also overridden
the airport commission, ac-
cording to Irvine’s staff re-
port.

Councilman Mike Carroll
sits on the airport commis-
sion but was absent during
its vote to find the housing
plan inconsistent.

On the dais, Carroll voted
to override that objection
alongside a supermajority
of his Irvine council col-
leagues.

A second council vote at
a future meeting is required
before the zoning change
becomes official.

gabrielsanroman
@latimes.com
Twitter: @gsanroman2

RESCUES

Continued from page A3

eventually  transported
him to shore as well.

Despite their valiant ac-
tions, the teens aren’t
quite comfortable wear-
ing the mantle of hero.
Young said, despite
sounding like a cliche, it
was just “the right thing to
do.” Vellmure agrees.

“I feel good about my-
self,” the 18-year-old said.
“It's not the first time I've
saved somebody, but it's
definitely the gnarliest.
This time, it was like, OK,
this is a big one.”

Other awardees recog-
nized Thursday included:

California State Parks
seasonal lifeguard Ben
Sweet, given a Medal of
Valor Award for swim-
ming half a mile in peril-
ous conditions during a
Dec. 28 storm in Ventura
to rescue a struggling
swimmer.

Michael Bartlett, a
Marine Safety captain for
the Huntington Beach
Fire Department, and re-

Sara Cardine

CALIFORNIA STATE
Parks seasonal lifeguard
Ben Sweet, with a Medal of
Valor Award Thursday for
arescue he performed in
Ventura in December.

tired Capt. Bill Rich-
ardson, who received Life
Member Awards in rec-
ognition of their commit-
ment to saving lives
while advancing water
safety and the lifeguard-
ing profession.

saracardine@latimescom
Twitter: @SaraCardine
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Robert Mansfield

BRENT WELDON, left, records a bodyboarder riding massive waves at the Wedge.

Dr. David I. Lee is a nationally
recognized fellowship-trained
urologist who specializes in
prostate cancer surgery.

Designated
Comprehensive
Cancer Center

SCOUTS

Continued from page Al

not have access to other-
wise.

“It’s really important to
not only provide the oppor-
tunities, but to show them
that they can do anything in
STEM, try different things in
STEM in safe spaces.”

The organization will
have a Maker Night once a
month, where girls can
come in and work on proj-
ects with the resources. The
space is also open by reser-
vation seven days a week
for each of the approxi-
mately 15,000 Girl Scouts
and troops countywide.

“They can have a sleep-
over here and do projects
overnight, or just come for
the day,” Moore said.

Kashima’s mother Karin,
an assistant leader for their
troop, said she was excited
to report back to its mem-
bers about the opportuni-
ties that the makerspace
can provide.

“To have it in a girl-driv-
en environment, it’s a safe
environment and a sis-

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

KENNA KASHIMA reads information on how to use the Cricut machine at the new Girl
Scouts of Orange County makerspace in Newport Beach.

Talbert Middle School in
Huntington Beach, is part
of the Girl Scouts Juliettes

“I love this,” said Chloe’s
mother, Cindy Pecken-
paugh, watching nearby.

terhood,” Karin Kashima
said. “For Kenna, it’s a great
opportunity that Girl Scouts

offers that.” program for individually “The STEM stuff is her

Other girls spent time registered members. forte, that’s her strong point.
working on different proj- She was constructing a She loves STEM. This is her
ects at the first Maker Night  tote bag using Procreate on  outlet. She complained

a tablet, before the Cricut
app sent it to the printer.

on Sept. 26. Chole Pecken-
paugh, a seventh-grader at

about coming before we got
here, and now she loves it

Eric Licas

BRENT WELDON sits on the rocks of Newport Harbor jetty
while discussing his feature-length documentary, “The Wedge,”
which debuts at the Newport Beach Film Festival Friday.

"The Wedge'
makes debut at
Newport Beach
Film Festival

BY ERIC LICAS

A powerful wave knocked
the underwater housing of
videographer and surfer
Mike Harris’s camera into
his face as he was filming at

the iconic surfing spot
known as the Wedge. He
passed out and got

slammed into the rocks of
Newport Harbor jetty, col-
league Brent Weldon said.

“You know it happens,”
Weldon said. “You hear
about it all the time. But to
see it that bad, I'd never
seen it that bad before.”

Friends pulled Harris out
of the water and waited in
anxious horror as he
floated in and out of con-
sciousness. He was unable
to coherently respond to
the people trying to help
him, yet somehow main-
tained a vice-like grip on
his camera until he was
able to recognize Weldon
among the faces around
him.

“He Dbasically doesn't
know what'’s going on, been
knocked out twice in the
water, being pulled in, and
his only thing is: ‘Give it to
Brent!”” Weldon told the
Daily Pilot during an inter-
view at the Wedge while
gentler waves rolled in
Thursday morning.

Memories of that day
and stories of other friends
seriously hurt there despite
being experienced swim-
mers, body boarders or
surfers lingered with Wel-
don, imparting a deep
sense of awe and reverence.
That inspired him to
chronicle their stories and
pair them with footage
spanning over seven years
of monster swells.

“The Wedge” debuts at
the Newport Beach Film
Festival on Friday, Oct. 18.
It's Weldon’s first attempt at
making a feature film after
years of producing videos
published to Youtube.

“It definitely turned into
something that I was not
expecting,” Weldon said.
“It's way bigger, way longer
than what I was thinking it
would be. But I'm stoked
with how it came out. I
learned so much.”

The project that eventu-
ally became “The Wedge”
began four years ago,
shortly after Harris got
hurt. Weldon put it to-

“It definitely
turned into
something that
I was not
expecting. ... But
I'm stoked with
how it came

out.”

— Brent Weldon
director of “The Wedge”

gether mostly on his own
while maintaining a day job
as a sales rep for underwa-
ter housing manufacturer
Aquatech. The self-taught
filmmaker refined his skills
as an editor and inter-
viewer over the course of
production, and shot a ma-
jority of the footage him-
self.

Weldon said one of the
hardest parts about making
the film was maintaining
enough motivation to com-
plete it. Words of enthusi-
asm from practically every-
one he shared his progress
with was key in keeping
him committed to his pas-
sion project.

Even so, he wasn’t sure if
“The Wedge” would make
the cut for the Newport
Beach Film Festival. He said
he was about 90% done
with it when he submitted
his reel for consideration.

“They called me a week
later and said, ‘You're in,”
Weldon said. “And I'm like,
‘Oh, crap, I better upgrade
this to make it better!””

Weldon said he was hon-
ored the boarding commu-
nity surrounding the Wedge
trusted him to share their
stories and is excited to
shed a light on them. He
also hopes those who see
the film come home with a
deeper appreciation of the
ocean’s power.

“People are just not
knowing what they’re doing
thinking they can surf this
place,” Weldon said. “The
risks are out here. Parents
are coming in and drop-
ping off six kids [from their]
car and saying, ‘Go hang
out for the day,” and leaving
them here on an 8-foot
[swells] day.”

eric.licas@latimes.com
Twitter: @EricLicas

here. She doesn't want to
leave.”

Girl Scouts of Orange
County communications
director Maria Solis noted
the gender gap in STEM-
related careers, and efforts
to try to narrow that. Ac-
cording to The National
Center for Science and
Engineering, only 10.9% of
inventors who filed patents
with the United States Pat-
ent and Trademark Office in
2022 were female.

“What's really interesting,
and one of our challenges,
is that we're trying to redi-
rect the public perception
of what a Girl Scout is,”
Solis said. “It's always been
about empowering girls,
and building girls of
courage, confidence and
character who make the
world a better place. It's
more than cookies, it's more
than camp, it's more than
crafts. One of our huge
pillars is in STEM space, so
it’s really to help girls devel-
op future skills and open up
this area.”

Alyssa Orooji, 10, lives in
Foothill Ranch and is part
of Troop 8623. She said she

hopes to eventually create a
Nurdle-counting machine
as she aims for her Girl
Scouts Gold Award in the
years to come.

Nurdles are plastic pellets
that affect marine life, and
Alyssa has already been on
the “Nurdle Patrol” with Girl
Scouts, collecting them
from the beach.

“Alyssa is just brilliant ...
she sees a problem and she
comes up with a solution,”
Solis said. “She’s a ways
away from [the Gold
Award], but I love that she
has her eyes on a vision
that’s going to help the
world.”

Whatever their aspira-
tions are, the new mak-
erspace is a resource to help
the Girl Scouts work on
them, assisted by “STEM
Patrol” volunteers.

Kenna Kashima, for one,
said she really appreciates
the collaborative environ-
ment.

“It’s free of judgment,”
she said. “Everybody’s just
here to be creative.”

matthewszabo@latimes.com
Twitter: @mjszabo
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Treatment of air show, library
a study of contrasts in H.B.

he air show is all about
I money. Our City Council

only sees the Benjamins,
no concern whatsoever about
what the residents feel or want.
I'm a 40-plus-year resident and
homeowner in H.B. and today I
had to keep windows and doors
closed and sit and hold and try to
console my terrified dog. The
noise pollution is horrendous.
There are sick people, children,
pets and veterans suffering from
PTSD who don't think the air
show is swell. In Newport Beach
there are noise regs because of
airport noise. I plan on trying to
complain on a state level. Wish
me luck.

Joanne Piccolo
Huntington Beach

I am sorry that Kevin Elliott
took it personally when citizens
objected to the infamous air show
settlement (Pacific Airshow set to
zoom back into Huntington
Beach, where reactions are
mixed, Daily Pilot, Oct. 3) To me,
it looks like Elliott was only doing
what any red-blooded business-
man would do. He materially
supported the election cam-
paigns of the city attorney plus
some inexperienced candidates
for City Council. Then, City Atty.
Gates and newbies Strickland,
Van Der Mark, Burns and McK-
eon won. A few months later,
after suing his hometown, Elliott
met with them and ended up
with a settlement deal he couldn't
refuse. Good business for him.

Your article quoted Elliott hop-
ing that “time will heal these
wounds, and people will realize
that ... the airshow should be for
everyone.” As it stands, he’s got
that wish locked up: H.B. citizens
are legally and financially com-
mitted to a 40-year exclusive with
Code Four airshows come Hell or
low clouds.

Buzz McCord
Huntington Beach

H.B. City Atty. Michael Gates
taunted the wrong direction
when he said “the state can go
pound sand” (Daily Pilot, Oct. 4).

Gates should have said that to
Pacific Airshow executive Kevin
Elliott in answer to the lawsuit
against Huntington Beach and
then-Mayor Kim Carr.

Once again, Gates focuses his
attention the wrong way.

Paula A. Schaefer
Huntington Beach

D 4

* :

James Carbone

THE THUNDERBIRDS split up doing acrobatic maneuvers during the first day of the Pacific Airshow at Huntington Beach on Oct. 4.

Everywhere you look in Hunt-
ington Beach you see signs to
“Save Our Libraries.” Save them
by voting for this person or that
or by voting for ballot measures.

I can't speak for you, but I can
say this for me: Our libraries don't
need to be saved — they need to
be left alone!

I think about it. Two years ago
no one was saying that our li-
braries needed saving. We had
respected librarians, a great col-
lection of books with a known
system to manage them, great
programs that benefited the com-
munity. Then Van Der Mark,
Strickland, Burns and McKeon
came to be, and what do we have
to show for it?

Book Bans: Books have been
pulled from shelves without any
professional expertise. An ordi-
nance so flawed that the state has
now passed a law to oppose it.

Privatization: This effort is not
dead. City Council is simply wait-
ing for the petition to be resolved
before they give the business to
LS&S. The finances are simple —
the city’s savings are the equiva-
lent of paying a $10,000 bill by not
buying one $20 pizza.

Librarians leaving their posts:

Librarians have been called pedo-
philes and groomers just for
doing their job. Our city has done
absolutely nothing to support
them or refute these claims. The
librarians are leaving our libraries
and going where they are appre-
ciated. The damaged has been
done

What can you do? It’s as easy as
1-2-3:

1) Sign the petitions: The peti-
tions to place charter amend-
ments protecting against book
bans and privatization need sig-
natures. Sign them and give your-
self a voice in the outcome.

2) Support Moser, Kalmick and
Bolton, not the “HB3”: A vote for
the “HB3” is a vote to continue
the chaos that degrades our li-
braries.

3) Vote against Measure U: This
flawed initiative has nothing to
do with the libraries; the signs
suggesting otherwise are a lie. We
do not need to lose another costly
lawsuit for flawed legislation. We
need to fix the fountains.

Leave our libraries alone!

Larry Hersh
Huntington Beach

City Atty. Gates doesn't like the

state telling him what to do. Well,
there are many residents here
who don' like the council major-
ity telling them how their schools
and libraries should be run. Why
is the council afraid to let resi-
dents vote on these matters if
they truly believe in freedom as
they all claim? And of course, our
city will spend even more resi-
dents’ tax dollars trying to fight
AB 1825.

As with a true authoritarian
government, residents were not
allowed to vote on the ordinance
restricting public library book
access or having a review com-
mittee which could override any
children librarian’s books orders.
When the motion was made that
would have allowed residents to
vote before management of the
library could be outsourced to an
outside company, the council
majority vetoed it.

That is why a group of dedi-
cated library supporters from
Protecthb.org have written two
library petitions hoping to give
our residents a chance to vote on
these important library issues.
Should a politically appointed
committee have the ultimate say
in what books can and cannot be

in the children’s library? Should
residents’ approval be required
before the city can outsource
library management and privatize
its staff? Regardless how one feels
about these issues, they should
be allowed to vote on them. It’s
their library, their vote, their
choice. I encourage all H.B. resi-
dents who support our award-
winning library and believe all
H.B. registered voters should have
a say in what happens to their
library to sign these petitions.
Until we can get the privatization
petition passed, put on the ballot
and voted upon, our library is
under threat. Our council could
enter a no bid contract with LSS
at any time and there would be
nothing residents could do about
it. To loosely quote Joni Mitchell,
“Don't it always seem to be, you
don’t know what you've got, ‘till
it's gone. They've paved paradise
and given you a substandard
library and book collection.“

Barbara Richardson
Huntington Beach

The current Huntington Beach
Council majority continues to

See Mailbag, page AIO
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A WORD, PLEASE | JUNE CASAGRANDE

The torturous
difference between
‘rack’ and ‘wrack’
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SHAKER CABINETS AVAILABLE IN
9 STYLES, 6 COLORS IN 7-10 DAYS

mem /714.538.9100

=

www.cabinetoutlet.com
Tues-Fri. 10am-5pm, Sat 10-3pm, Closed Sun & Mon
1201 W. Katella Ave. Orange

Some DECORA Color

‘SOUTH BAY LONG BEACH
SUTHLOS ANGELES

57 Fwy
Main St

Katella

Batavia

55 Fwy

Kemper Colors

Come In - Let us help you
get the Kitchen you have always
wanted. Bring in your Floor
Plan. Designers are available to

assist you and SAVE!

carefully, that’s a
good thing. Precise
language begets
precise communica-
tion, which improves
the odds you'll get your
point across. But there’s a
price to pay for that cau-
tion: insecurity, like the
self-doubt I'm racked with
every time I have to choose
between “rack” and
“wrack.”

Do you wrack your brain
or rack it?

Are you racked with guilt
or wracked?

Are these questions
nerve-wracking or nerve-
racking?

Faced with these ques-
tions, I forget what I once
learned. Rather than get it
wrong or (heaven forbid)
take the time to look it up, I
just avoid these phrases
altogether.

Turns out, that’s not a
bad strategy. Though their
origins point to different
meanings, “wrack” and
“rack” are often inter-
changeable today. But folks
who choose their words
carefully might want to
keep the original meanings
in mind.

“Rack” originates from a
noun referring to a Medi-
eval torture device, with the

b evoving o meen I the real
wreck. “Wrack” was World, “rack”
\ born as a nautical ¢ »
term meaning, and "wrac!t
- esse;lntially, “mlrreck." aren’t so simple.
] “This etymology
~ explains why the word For more than a
is ‘nerve-racking’ rather centur leading
than ‘nerve-wracking,” ¥
insists Theodore Bernstein’s language
1965 guide “The Careful
Writer.” “Something that is exPerts I'?ave
nervi—rﬁcking does not 1 been doling out
wreck the nerves, it merely o
strains or tortures them.” contradICtory
“Wrack,” by this reason- advice.

ing, isn't very useful —
limited mainly to talk of
ships and things that can
be similarly wrecked: like a
“storm-wracked vessel” or,
from that, “wrack and
ruin.”

Beware any usage guide
that, like Bernstein, speaks
in absolutes. Sometimes,
their prohibitions are cor-
rect. But more often, the
writer is a little drunk with
power, demanding that
good advice be treated as a
hard rule.

In the real world, “rack”
and “wrack” aren’t so sim-
ple. For more than a cen-
tury, leading language
experts have been doling
out contradictory advice.
Some, like Bernstein, say to
keep these words separate
and true to their origins.

Others say “wrack” is

dead and to just use “rack”
no matter your meaning.
Though “wrack” is most
certainly not dead (in fact,
it has gotten a little more
popular in the last 30 to 40
years), it wouldn't be so bad
to follow this advice. After
all, how often do you talk
about ships destroyed by
storms?

Still other authorities,
notably the official style
guide of the New York
Times, say to avoid both
words and instead just find
a more modern synonym.

So if you like taking or-
ders from bossy types,
you'll have to choose: Keep
the words separate, strike
“wrack” completely from

See Word, page AIO
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*MemorialCare GNP
Medical Group MemorialCare

Reputation you can trust,
access you 'l love.

Quality care, 24/7.

Find a MemorialCare doctor near you today.
(844) 618-1187 | memorialcare.org/OE24

Ease and access to exceptional health care is always within reach at MemorialCare.
With 24/7 Virtual Urgent Care and access to top quality physician groups and leading

hospitals, you can get expert care when and where you want it.

MemorialCare.
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THE 16-FOOT-TALL “Big Jack” at Outlets at San Clemente will be on display through Oct. 31
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Photos by Sarah Mosqueda

‘Big Jack' is a treat for
a San Clemente charity

BIG JACK'S Pumpkin Patch at Outlets at San Clemente is
open through Halloween.

Get the FREE
TimesOC newsletter.

Orange County’s most essential stories
in your inbox.

Every Wednesday, get the news that matters most to your
community in the TimesOC newsletter, with the latest on
issues from business and immigration to food and what to do
this weekend. It’s the top local stories from the Daily Pilot,
the L.A. Times and TimesOC — all delivered straight to you.
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$Los Angeles Times

TimesOC

Good morning. It's Wednesday, Oct. 25. I'm Carol Cormaci, bringing you
this week’s TimesOC newsletter with a look at the latest local news and

events.

Watch where you're stepping on 0.C.'s famed sands, because you may
encounter a rare specimen of marine life. One, in fact, that has very sharp
teeth.

That's what happened on a recent afterncon to lifeguard Sierra Fockler,
who found a spooky-looking black angler fish, specifically a Pacific football
fish, while she was walking near the lifeguard headquarters building on
Moro Beach, located within Crystal Cove State Park.

Scan the code or visit
latimes.com/timesOCnewsletter
to sign up now.

HONEY, a miniature cow, is surrounded by other petting
zoo friends at Big Jack’s Pumpkin Patch in San Clemente.

BY SARAH MOSQUEDA

t the petting zoo in-
A side Big Jack's Pump-

kin Patch at Outlets at
San Clemente, Mary Lou is
somewhat of an escape art-
ist.

“She always does that,”
one of the petting zoo em-
ployees remarked, as the
black and white goat scam-
pered out of her pen when
the gate swung open.

Most of the time Mary Lou
dashes towards the sack of
feed stored near the pen, but
she doesn't get far. She
makes it just a few feet be-
fore an employee scoops her
up and helps her back into
the enclosure. She is joined
by other goats, chickens, al-
pacas and a miniature cow
named Honey.

The petting zoo is sur-
rounded by a large enclosed
pumpkin patch filled with
gourds of various sizes dis-
played on bales of hay.

The largest pumpkin of all
is just a few steps away at
Center Court, standing 16
feet high. Outlets at San
Clemente is partnering with
alocal nonprofit through the
end of October, using “Big
Jack,” a 1,500-pound steel
jack-o’-lantern, to encour-
age families to treat Family
Assistance Ministries to do-
nations of canned goods and
nonperishable food items.

“We are incredibly grateful
for our partnership with
Outlets at San Clemente for
the ‘Big Jack Gives Back’
campaign,” said Teresa
Schickling, director of devel-
opment at Family Assistance
Ministries. “This initiative is
helping FAM bring our com-
munity together during the
holiday season to support
local families who are strug-
gling with food insecurity.”

Family Assistance Min-
istries is based in San Clem-
ente, and the interfaith char-
itable nonprofit alliance is
dedicated to assisting those
in need with food, shelter
and personalized coaching
to help them reach inde-
pendence. Founded in 1999
by Ellen Gilchrist, FAM fo-
cuses on what the organiza-
tion calls “whole person sup-
port” that emphasizes nutri-
tion, housing, counseling

and health. Last year, FAM
served more than 22,000 in-
dividuals in Orange County.

“Family Assistance Min-
istries’ mission really reso-
nated with our value of com-
mitment to community.”
said Katy Ciotti, senior mar-
keting manager at Outlets at
San Clemente. “Food inse-
curity is something that is
important to us that we
really wanted to address this
season.”

Those visiting “Big Jack”
for photo opportunities are
invited to bring nonperish-
able food donations to the
customer service desk at
Outlets at San Clemente
through Oct. 31. Additionally,
donations can be made on-
line at lovefam.org.

“By collecting both food
and monetary donations,
the Outlets are fueling our
mission to ensure no one in
our community goes hun-
gry,” said Schickling.

Besides photos at “Big
Jack” and the pumpkin
patch, Outlets at San Clem-
ente will host a Candy Crawl
on Oct. 26, welcoming
guests to trick or treat at the
shopping center while also
enjoying face painting, a bal-
loon artist and a pumpkin-
carving contest. Children’s
train rides are being offered
each Sunday now through
Oct. 31from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
The petting zoo is open
Monday to Friday from 2 to
10 p.m. and from 10 a.m. to
10 pm. on Saturday and
Sunday.

“Honey is worth the visit
alone,” Ciotti said about the
miniature cow, who at 7
months old is fully grown.

In just the first couple of
weeks of the ‘Big Jack Gives
Back’ campaign, Family As-
sistance Ministries has al-
ready seen the impact its
fall-themed outreach can
create.

“We have already received
donations on our website
and donated food items. It's
through efforts like these
that we can continue to
make a real difference in the
lives of those in need,” said
Schickling.

sarah.mosqgueda
@latimes.com
Twitter: @SarahNMos

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Stella
Zawistowski
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1Go the distance
5 Run after

10 One-pot meal
14 Inquires

15 Hank of
baseball

16 Algebra and
arithmetic

17 Hoodie, eg.

19 Feel sore

20 Noticed

21 getit!”
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type

24 At a discount: 2
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26 Unsettle
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Olympic podium
31 Applies sloppily
34 Lion’s home
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40 Go up
41“_overboard!”
42 Impartial
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shadow

45“ _never heard
of him”

46 Narrative

47 Well-read

50 Portugal’s
capital
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58 Egg breakfast
dishes
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61 Actress
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62 Spelunking
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63 Hawaii’s
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67 Hue
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New spot brings handcrafted hand rolis to Irvine

BY SARAH MOSQUEDA

Irvine’s Heritage Center on the
corner of Culver Drive and Wal-
nut Avenue is already home to
two eateries from Kei Concepts.
Sip Noodle Bar and Nep Cafe
both draw people to the center,
especially on the weekends when
crowds wait outside during the
dinner rush. Now another restau-
rant from Kei Concepts has
moved in.

“Our third ROL Hand Roll Bar
in Irvine is a testament to the
journey we've embarked on with
Kei Concepts over the last dec-
ade,” Viet Nguyen, the restaura-
teur and executive chef behind
Kei Concepts, said in a statement.

ROL Hand Roll Bar opened in
late September at 14370 Culver
Drive and is the third restaurant
in a lineup of sister restaurants in
the same shopping center and the
third location for the ROL con-
cept.

Based in Orange County’s Little
Saigon, Nguyen started Kei Con-
cepts nearly 10 years ago with full
service restaurants like Vox
Kitchen, Kin Izakaya and Nep Ca-
fe as well as more casual concepts
like the recently opened Kei Cof-
fee House filling out the group’s
portfolio.

ROL currently has locations in
Fountain Valley and Huntington
Beach, and its popularity has led
to the new 1,350-square-foot
space in Irvine. ROL specializes in
handcrafted hand rolls, made to
order in front of guests. Unlike
“maki” sushi or cut rolls which are
rolled into cylinder and then
sliced, hand rolls or “temaki” are
individual servings rolled in a
piece of seaweed or “nori.”

With 22 bar-only seats, each
guest can watch the sushi chef
make their hand rolls right in
front of them, placing them on a
small tray in front of each seat
when they're ready.

“We recommend that you take
a bite within the first 10 to 15 sec-
onds,” a server advised on a re-
cent visit. “So the nori is still
crispy.”

The nori is crispy and warm,
filled with sushi rice and seafood
of the diner’s choice like yellow-
tail, toro, spicy salmon, shrimp
tempura and blue crab. There are
also premium hand rolls filled
with Santa Barbara uni, lobster
with truffle and A5 wagyu beef.

The menu also features inari,

ROL'S BAR-ONLY DINING in Irvine focuses on a menu of handcrafted hand rolls.

pouches made of seasoned and
fried tofu that are then stuffed
with sushi rice and fillings like al-
bacore, scallop or spicy salmon
crunch. Seafood can also be or-
dered as a rice bowl or “donburi,”
and there is a section of expected

appetizers like miso soup,
edamame, furikake fries and
tartare.

In the decade since Kei Con-
cepts began, Nguyen’s goal of
growing the restaurant group’s cu-
linary empire includes expanding
not only where diners can can ex-
perience Kei’s food but the type of
experiences they have access to.

“From the success of our very
first concept, Sip Noodle Bar, to
this latest addition, our goal has
always been to innovate and cre-
ate spaces where people can
come together over great food,”
said Nguyen. “Were excited to
continue bringing unique and
memorable dining experiences to
our community as we look ahead
to the next chapter.”

sarah.mosqueda@latimes.com
Twitter: @SarahNMos

INARI, TOFU POUCHES stuffed with sushi rice and seafood at ROL Hand Roll Bar in Irvine.

California.

PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

KARL

e-Elect

e LEADERSHIP & EXPERIENCE COUNT -
and that’s what I will continue to provide.

e 40+ years of professional engineering experience
in technical and policy issues in water in Orange
County, Southern California and Statewide.

e Worked successfully with every water agency in
Orange County and many throughout Southern

e Committed to necessary investments in water to
ensure the reliability of our water supplies and
healthy water quality with reasonable water rates. —

www.Karlforwater.com
karlwseckel@gmail.com
Cell 714-423-3361

Paid for by Seckel for Water Board 2024 ~ ID # 1468110

SECKEL

to Municipal Water District
of Orange County Division 4

1 am asking for the support of voters in
Costa Mesa, Huntington Beach and
Seal Beach again in Nov 2024.

Segerstrom Center Presents

Eric McCormack
& Laura Bell Bundy

From Primetime to Sondheim

The Emmy-winning
actor is joined by his
Tony-nominated bestie
for a night of songs,

October 17-19

scfta.org

Segerstrom
Center for the Arts’
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WORD

Continued from page A6

your vocabulary, or strike
both “wrack” and “rack” (as
verbs) from your vocabu-
lary.
Luckily, you don't have to
let any of these self-ap-
pointed rule-makers push
you around. If you want to
hew closely to the original
definitions, you can rest
assured that your choice
won't offend any readers.
That's what I try to remem-
ber to do. But if you don't
want to worry about it, you
don't have to.

“Rack’ and ‘wrack’ in
‘(w)rack one’s brain’ and
‘nerve-(w)racking’ have
been used interchangeably
since the late 19th century,
and both spellings are

commonly encountered
today in edited prose,”
write the editors of Mer-
riam-Webster’s online
dictionary. As a result, both
spellings are now accept-
able: “‘wrack’ has so often
been used as a variant
spelling of ‘rack,” especially
when used in the phrases
‘(w)rack one’s brain’ and
‘(w)racked with pain,’ that
many dictionaries now list
it as a variant.”

So while “rack your
brain,” “racked with guilt”
and “nerve-racking” are the
safest choices, you still get
to choose.

JUNE CASAGRANDE is the
author of “The Joy of Syntax:
A Simple Guide to All the
Grammar You Know You
Should Know.” Reach her at
JuneTCN@aolcom.

DIANE
OPPENHEIMER,
from Detroit,
balances on rocks
to walk over a
small creek while
her friend Charity
Kahn, from
Oakland, stands
next to the
Inverness
Shipwreck in
Inverness, Calif.,
in April 2024. It
had been wracked
— not racked — by
storms.

Genaro Molina
Los Angeles Times

MAILBAG

Continued from page A6

push an extreme MAGA
agenda over good govern-
ance. As a voting bloc of
four, it forces through un-
popular policies unrelated
to effectively running the
city.
Thankfully, the demo-
cratic citizen-led library
petitions now offer Hunt-
ington Beach voters the
right to choose how they
want their popular public
library to be managed. Four
council members shouldn’t
have sole power to choose
the fate of an institution as
essential and treasured as
our public library.

The first petition, issued
in May, has more than
17,000 signatures. It will
give voters a voice on
whether to allow a library
review board of political
appointees “final” and
“non-appealable” authority
over book selection. The
second petition is not far
behind and would allow
voters to decide if a for-
profit corporation should
manage library operations.
(No other public library in
Orange County has taken
on this business model.)
Signatures for the second
petition will be accepted
through the third week of
November.

Please cast your votes for
Rhonda Bolton, Dan
Kalmick, and Natalie Moser
for City Council and Regina
Blankenhorn for city clerk.
All four of these candidates
support keeping our
award-winning library as it
is.

Carol Daus
Huntington Beach

All eyes in Orange
County and elsewhere will
be looking at Huntington
Beach this November for a
couple reasons, neither
good.

The first is the City
Council election. If the
council majority slate wins,
all seven members will be
cut from the same MAGA
cloth. Along with MAGA
City Atty. Michael Gates
and the possibility of a new
MAGA city clerk being
elected (Lisa Lane Barnes),
there will be no guard rails
on how decision-making is
made.

The second is the result-
ing fallout if this scenario

Mark’s Painting &
Handyman Service
714-222-3055
‘Wood Restoration Specialist

Licensed & Bonded
C-33-#967860

comes to pass. The citi-
zenry could be at the mercy
of bad decisions in taking
on the state over voting,
housing, the environment
and a host of other issues.
An enormous cost in terms
of lawsuits, restrictions,
penalties and loss of local
control could haunt us. The
community wouldn’t know
if the arguments of the
council are constructed of
straw or sticks until the Big
Bad Sacramento Wolf blows
our house in. The stakes in
the election couldn't be
much higher.

The right-wing forces
which have built their
grievance-driven machine
over the past few years to
dominate local politics in
Surf City may have reached
the pinnacle of their power
this year. However, if the
result is a tsunami of bad
decisions for the communi-
ty that wash away all we
have built and threaten our
future through state retri-
bution, the residents here
are in for the proverbial
“bumpy night” for the next
two years at least. Other
communities will be
watching to see how this all
plays out.

Tim Geddes
Huntington Beach

Tank Farm vote
reveals a lot

According to the Daily
Pilot the Huntington Beach
City Council voted unani-
mously to approve the
Magnolia Tank Farm proj-
ect at its Sept. 19 meeting.
This project has many
virtues, not the least among
them that a full 20% of the
proposed units in the
mixed retail-housing devel-
opment would be reserved
for the very people who
would work at the restau-
rants, the hotel, and the
shops of the project. These
will be actual units occu-
pied by actual families,
living stable, productive
lives in our community.

But many of my fellow
residents disagree. Vehe-
mently. The one constant
political truth in southeast
Huntington Beach these
last seven years is that
there is a well-organized
opposition to the Tank
Farm project. And they had
what seemed in 2022 a set
of well-funded candidates
for City Council who would
take care of their interests.
Of the “Fab-Code-
Four+Gates” candidates in
2022, every single one of
them have betrayed that
trust. I am not sure that the
current mayor, the mayor

brick or stone.

Jim Jennings
Custom Masonry Inc.
Serving Newport Beach, Costa Mesa for 55 years.
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pro tem, Councilman McK-
eon or even City Atty. Gates
fully understand what they
have done, or really why
they do anything they do.
The mastermind of the
group has always been
Tony Strickland. And
should Janet Nguyen win
her campaign for county
supervisor, the voters of
CA-Senate District 36
should know a salient fact
about Strickland.

You may imagine that
Strickland is “your candi-
date” when you cast your
ballot. But the reality is that
once Strickland is in office,
you are “his voter,” and he
will do whatever is in his
best interests to you and
with District 36, as he has
done with the city of Hunt-
ington Beach.

Galen Pickett
Huntington Beach

Not crazy
about guns

It strains credulity to see
how the gun show promot-
er would suffer irreparable
injury from being forbid-
den to sell firearms, fire-
arms precursors and am-
munition at its scheduled
Nov. 30 O.C. Fairgrounds
show. I used to attend this
event decades ago before
America lost its mind over
guns and the 2nd Amend-
ment. Find another venue
to hold your event at, just
not at the state’s county
fairgrounds. I'm tired of the
gun mayhem in this coun-
try, especially when the gun
industry does everything in
its power to continue to
perpetuate the problem
instead of being part of the
solution.

Mike Aguilar
Costa Mesa

Liking Mancuso
in Laguna Beach

Judie Mancuso would be
an excellent City Council
member for Laguna Beach.
Having devoted much of
her life to public service,
she has gotten 27 bills
passed in our state capital
to protect animals, our
natural environment and
much more. Mancuso
knows how to get things
done and would be a good
ally when working with
Sacramento on the issues
that matter most to us.
Currently vice chair on the
Environmental Sustainabil-
ity Committee, she care-
fully researches topics
before offering a solution
that’s based on the facts.
Smart, engaging and driv-
en, Mancuso has great
ideas. She'll work collabora-
tively to accomplish goals,

including residents early in
the decision-making proc-
ess. Her no-nonsense,
straightforward approach
to solving our complex
problems is just what we
need now.

Trish Sweeney
Laguna Beach

Choices to make
in Newport Beach

Even though I am far
away in China, I am excited
about the upcoming U.S.
elections. We also have
some notable people in our
local Newport-Mesa elec-
tions.

Finishing my dozenth
degree at Coastline College
and an accelerated master’s
of education at Cal State
San Bernardino, I can see
how politics and education
are closely intertwined.
Sometimes, they work
synergistically; sometimes,
they work antagonistically.

I am no stranger to poli-
tics. I was part of the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce
Congressional Affairs divi-
sion in 2004. Although it
was 20 years ago, I vividly
recall the excitement of a
presidential and congres-
sional year. I worked very
hard to ensure my team of
capable lobbyists got the
best information. We were
quite successful, with the
highest performance of any
PAC in the country.

I hope voters can look
carefully into the candi-
dates we vote for or even
champion. From firsthand
experience working right
next to the White House, I
can say that integrity, a
commitment to excellence,
and a genuine hard work
ethic can persevere. Lead-
ing by example is the only
true form of leadership.
Seeing year after year, cer-
tain families run for city
council, mayor, and school
board leadership, I voted
not only on what they said
but also on the track record
and personality qualities
they put forth.

One reason I champi-
oned Max Ukropina in the
primaries was precisely
because of the admirable
qualities of him and his
family: innovative, down-
to-earth and loyal. Beyond
a track record of business
success, their track record
of being good people who
remember people and their
needs gives confidence in
their leadership abilities.
Titles, good looks, and
charisma abound in Wash-
ington D.C., Sacramento,
and Newport Beach, but we
need to look into a person
and evaluate their charac-
ter to see who is best fit to
lead. While David Min had
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strong ties to my alma
maters, Brown University
and University of Cali-
fornia- Irvine, I champi-
oned Max because I knew
his conduct and character
were exceedingly stellar.

Going forward, I hope
this newspaper and our
entire community can have
robust debates about the
issues and the personal
qualities that make up our
candidates.

Joseph Klunder
Beijing

I told myself this election
season that I was going to
focus on national politics,
having been disappointed
too many times by New-
port City Council elections
being won by people who
used them merely as a
springboard for other posi-
tions. The current council’s
recent violation of the
Greenlight Initiative shows
their disdain for the demo-
cratic process. We need to
elect people who are sin-
cerely interested in our city
and who will vote inde-
pendently with the desires
of their constituents in
mind.

Two people I know who
will do this have histories of
being very involved in city
matters, one having already
served on the council
where he proved that his
prior experience as an
educational leader pre-
pared him for a leadership
position in the city. In his
previous service on the
council, I knew I would
always get a clear view of
issues if I consulted him.
His speaking and writing
skills are excellent, qualities
that set him apart from
some other council mem-
bers past and present.
Perhaps most important of
all, he always tried to be
available to his constitu-
ents.

I am speaking of course,
about Jeff Herdman.

During the last four years
Herdman has been working
diligently with the SPON
(Still Protecting our New-
port) and the Newport
Beach Arts Foundation
boards.

He also helped lead the
successful campaign
against Measure B. Be-
tween 2016 and 2020, Jeff
represented District 5 on
the City Council.

Herdman is so knowl-
edgeable about the current
council’s controversial plan
to exceed the state’s re-
quirement of 4,863 new
homes by 50%, that he has
laid out specific plans to
satisfy the requirement
without exceeding the
mandate of the state. He
refutes the council’s current
decision to amend the
Land Use/Housing Element
of the city’s General Plan
without voter approval.

The other candidate that
I support enthusiastically is
Nancy Scarborough, whom
I have known for several
years and with whom I
have shared concerns
about our Newport
Heights’ neighborhood. In
addition to having been a
close associate of Jean
Watt, one of the all-time
most respected leaders of
the Newport Beach com-
munity, Scarborough has
advocated for residents
regarding airport noise,
planning issues and traffic
noise.

She even has a site in
which she discusses impor-
tant issues such as one-
night rentals, the lack of
sufficient police patrol cars
in Heights/Haven to en-
force traffic laws, more
sensible control of e-bikes,
and state and Newport
plans for high-density
housing. Scarborough also

desires to work to limit
future overly ambitious
developers’ plans for Mari-
ner’s Mile. She is independ-
ent and her low-key ap-
proach to problems makes
it easy for her to work with
others. She brings the best
of both worlds to City
Council.

Scarborough’s opponent
is actually abandoning her
seat on the school board to
run. In my opinion, the
position on the board is
every bit as valuable as that
on City Council if not more
so, especially considering
the current trend of trying
to politicize public schools.

In contrast both Scarbor-
ough and Herdman have
no desire to use a council
position as a stepping
stone to other positions.
They want to serve the
community and bring fresh
ideas and other viewpoints
to a council which too
often votes as a block, often
on unpopular ideas.

Lynn Lorenz
Newport Beach

Jeff Harlan the
best choice for
Costa Mesa

It’s been a dizzying elec-
tion cycle for people like
me who believe in small
“c” conservatism. Presi-
dential candidates one-up
each other’s vicious rheto-
ric while our nation is
rocked by one crisis after
another. But thankfully our
local elections provide a
refreshing contrast.

Mayor Pro Tem and
current District 6 City
Council Member Jeff Har-
lan has earned my vote by
representing Costa Mesa’s
east side with humility,
intelligence and grace. He
has championed public
safety by restoring the
Costa Mesa Police Depart-
ment’s staffing and re-
sources cut by previous
administrations and voting
to make our street infra-
structure safer for all users.
He campaigned hard to
revitalize Jordan Park and
he helped secure over
$400,000 for the long-
awaited renovation of
Brentwood Park. He stood
up for the community and
successfully fought to
maintain public access to
Harper Park’s fields. And
he’s a voice of fiscal re-
sponsibility: He recently
voted against salary in-
creases for City Council,
breaking with the majority
to do so.

But Harlan’s most im-
pressive accomplishments
are in housing. Drawing
on his background as an
attorney and a former
Planning Commissioner,
his thoughtful approach
reflects three clear princi-
ples: keep families in their
homes during rapid infla-
tion, respect private prop-
erty and individuals’ hous-
ing choices, and be hum-
ble about the govern-
ment’s role in the housing
market.

And he has held firm to
these principles even in
the face of criticism by the
more liberal members of
the City Council.

In other words, Harlan’s
approach reflects the bal-
anced governing philoso-
phy I'look for in a candi-
date. He respects individu-
als and their aspirations
while defending our public
spaces and striving to
make them safe and wel-
coming. We are fortunate
to have a proven leader
representing us on the east
side. I urge you to join me
in supporting Jeff Harlan
for reelection.

Jenn Tanaka
Costa Mesa



