
A rtist Damin Lujan had
never painted with
acrylics or oils until he

took a class in partnership
with nonprofit Faces of
Mankind and an Anaheim
emergency shelter.

“I was a little afraid of this
class. But when I got to sit
next to Victoria and hear her
story over dinner, I couldn’t
wait to pray and paint her,”
Lujan wrote in the art
gallery’s label.

His portrait of Victoria,
whom he met through
Bridges at Kraemer Place,
shows her looking directly at
the viewer with an arched
brow and a smile.

Her face is painted in
shades of pink and purple
undertones. She’s adorned
with gold flowers on a collage
background of Bible pages.

It’s one out of 35 paintings
on view at Muzeo Museum
and Cultural Center’s “Faces
of Mankind: Portraiture for
Social Change” show.

In addition to Anaheim, the
gallery includes portraits of
unhoused and formerly un-
housed residents from Santa
Ana, Riverside and Detroit.

Brian Peterson was working
as a car designer for Kia Mo-
tors in Irvine and founded
the Faces of Mankind project
in 2015 as a response to the
homelessness in the Santa
Ana neighborhood he moved
into with his wife.

Typically, he befriends
unhoused people and asks if
they want to be part of the
project.

He takes a couple of candid
photos while asking them
about their life — happiest

‘I try to show people
who they are’

Artists paint portraits of Orange County’s homeless

Photos by Kevin Chang | Staff Photographer

TOP PHOTO: Artists Brian Peterson, 34, center, Scott Schaible,
23, left, and Marybeth Stafford, 68, pose for a portrait at the
Muzeo Museum and Cultural Center in Anaheim.ABOVE:
"Faces of Mankind: Portraiture for Social Change" is a display of
35 portraits of unhoused and formerly unhoused friends
created by the Faces of Mankind artist collective and nonprofit.

BY VERA CASTANEDA

See Artists, page R7
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During the dark and quiet days
of pandemic shutdown, the new
Orange County Museum of Art
building, under construction at
Segerstrom Center for the Arts in
Costa Mesa, slowly but steadily
took shape and is now about
three-quarters complete.

The $93-million building by
Morphosis Architects, the 80-per-
son studio founded by Pritzker
Prize-winning architect Thom
Mayne, was designed to be many
things: the new home for a con-
temporary art museum — more
than a decade in the works — that
will nearly double exhibition
space and raise the institution’s
profile, for one. A community
gathering space in sprawling and

disjointed Orange County, with a
grand staircase that Mayne mod-
eled after New York’s Metropoli-
tan Museum of Art steps, for an-
other. A fluid, light-filled structure
that will be architecturally and
programmatically simpatico with
the five other arts entities on Seg-
erstrom’s campus — “a good
neighbor,” as new Director Heidi
Zuckerman put it on a recent
construction site tour.

What the museum was not de-
signed to be: an architectural re-
sponse to a global pandemic,
configured for an art audience
who may still be wary of indoor
cultural experiences.

But that is how OCMA is
emerging, unintentionally. The
museum, which plans to open
Oct. 8, 2022, may be an ideal post-

COVID-19 art destination, says
Zuckerman, who assumed her
post in February.

Mayne’s design is indoor-out-
door, with skylights, retractable
walls, more than 10,000 square
feet of green space and an out-
door plaza accommodating up to
1,000 people for events. Not to
mention the front steps, where
audiences will sit for perform-
ances, artist talks and other hap-
penings. Zuckerman, a California
native and avid hiker, intends to
display artworks, including paint-
ings, outside. The world changed
as OCMA was rising, and now the
museum is on point for the times,
if inadvertently.

“During COVID, there was this

While you were in quarantine, a major new art museum rose

Gina Ferazzi | Los Angeles Times

THENEWOrangeCountyMuseumofArt, under constructionatSegerstrom
Center for theArts.To the left is a sculpturebyRichardSerra, “Connector.”

BY DEBORAHVANKIN

SeeMuseum, page R8

The Orange County Grand Jury
identified several security flaws in
Orange County jails in a report re-
leased this week, including secu-
rity weak points that could lead to
contraband being brought into
jails and an insufficient chain-link
fence at a maximum-security jail.

The report highlighted the need
for a block wall at the Theo Lacy
facility because the current fence
between the jail and the vacant
Orange County Animal Shelter
“presents a major security risk.”

In February, there were about
1,800 inmates at Theo Lacy, which
is located in Orange, near the
large shopping plaza the Outlets
at Orange.

The grand jury also stressed
that the Theo Lacy facility’s front
desk is a security risk because
there isn’t enough separation be-
tween the public and jail staff.
There is currently a 2-foot-tall
plexiglass wall on top of the desk.
The grand jury recommends that
it be raised to 8 feet.

“The main entrance is a hub for
the public to enter the facility,”
the report says. "[Orange County
Sheriff’s Department] personnel
are behind a desk with a 2-foot-
tall plexiglass wall atop the desk
that could be easily breached.”

The grand jury report also
found several other security gaps
in the jails and provided recom-
mendations to the Sheriff’s De-
partment, including the installa-
tion of security booths and video
surveillance cameras in the attor-
ney bonds entrance at the Central
Men’s Jail because the current se-
curity system at the entrance is
inadequate to prevent the traf-
ficking of contraband.

“An [Orange County Grand
Jury] tour of the [Central Men’s
Jail] in September 2020 revealed
the Attorney Bonds Entrance area
had significant security issues,”
the report says.

“There were no video surveil-
lance cameras in the area, and no
separation between attorney and

Report
cites
security
flaws in
O.C. jails
The county grand jury
notes several lapses,
including an insufficient
chain-link fence at the
Theo Lacy facility.
BY BEN BRAZIL

See Jails, page R2
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THE WAREHOUSE

Shop a wide assortment of women’s
luxury apparel and accessories

Saturday, June 26th 2021
9AM – 3PM

17421 Derian Ave, Irvine, CA 92614

We gladly accept credit cards, debit and cash. No checks.
All sales are final. No bags allowed inside of the sale.

We reserve the right to refuse anyone. We will be following
the recommendations of public health officials regarding safety
protocols and space capacity. We humbly ask that you practice

social distancing and wear a face mask while shopping.

SALE inmate, creating an oppor-
tunity for contraband to en-
ter the facility.”

The grand jury also said
that contraband could be
brought into the Intake and
Release Center because
there aren’t enough Sheriff’s
Department personnel
trained to scan inmates.
The grand jury recom-
mends that all inmates
should be scanned “to en-
hance security and reduce
contraband coming into
the jail.”

The grand jury also rec-
ommends for the depart-
ment to require mandatory
COVID-19 testing for all jail
staff.

“Lack of mandatory
COVID testing for jail per-
sonnel creates a high risk of
infection to inmates and
others,” the report says.

Despite the security and
coronavirus testing issues it
highlighted, the grand jury
found that the jails and fa-
cilities were acceptable and
in overall compliance with
state and federal standards.

Sheriff’s spokeswoman
Carrie Braun said in an
emailed statement that the
construction projects rec-
ommended by the grand
jury are consistent with
Barnes’ plans and will be
reviewed.

She did not specify which
projects she was referring
to, and said that some proj-
ects have been delayed due
to the department’s efforts
to mitigate COVID-19 and
until funding is available.

The grand jury report ac-
knowledged these delays.

“The Grand Jury’s report
provides a factual account
of the complex work and
tremendous dedication of
the custody and healthcare
personnel working in the
Orange County Jail system,”
Braun said.

“We are pleased that the
Grand Jury recognized
Sheriff Barnes’ proactive ef-
forts to manage COVID-19.
Additionally the Grand Jury
commended the efforts to
meet the behavioral health
needs of the inmates in
custody.”

Braun also provided
comment on the Theo Lacy
fence that the grand jury
highlighted.

“The fence separating the
Theo Lacy Facility from the
vacant Animal Shelter is a
double fence (essentially
two layers of fencing) with
razor wire atop both
fences,” Braun said.

“The area adjacent to the
fence is a restricted area,
utilized only by lower secu-
rity inmates who are moni-
tored and do not pose a sig-
nificant escape risk. We are
constantly in a state of as-
sessment regarding security
and making improvements
to provide the most secure
facilities possible.”

The grand jury report
also analyzed healthcare in
the O.C. jails, identifying a
few flaws with Correctional
Health Services, which is a
part of the county’s health-
care agency.

The grand jury recom-
mends that Correctional
Health Services staff receive
more crisis intervention

training. The report also
recommends mandatory
COVID-19 testing for all
health staff.

“Lack of mandatory
COVID testing for [Correc-
tional Health Services] staff
creates a high risk of infec-
tion to inmates and others,”
the report says.

Jessica Good, a Health
Care Agency spokeswoman,
said the department is
aware of the grand jury re-
port and will respond
through the county execu-
tive office’s established
process.

Each department has 90
days to formally respond to
the grand jury.

The security flaws in the
O.C. jail system are all the
more crucial in light of the
much-publicized escape of
three inmates from the
Central Men’s Jail in Santa
Ana in 2016. The incident
led to a statewide manhunt
that lasted more than a
week.

In the aftermath, many
questioned the security
lapses in the Orange
County jails that led to the
escape.

A grand jury investiga-
tion concluded that depu-
ties were not adequately
trained and supervised by
managers, leading to secu-
rity and policy violations.

Former Sheriff Sandra
Hutchens said at the time
that the jail break was an
“embarrassment” and ac-
knowledged security flaws
in the jail that needed to be
changed.

Continued from page R1
JAILS
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As Kathy Lemly tells it,
the beachside confronta-
tion that led her and her
husband, Don Lemly, to the
federal courthouse in Santa
Ana this month began with

an ominous comment from
a watchful state park rang-
er.

“I heard someone say
you’re not going to feed
these people are you?” she
recalled on the witness
stand. “I turned to my hus-
band and said ‘I think we
can expect trouble today.’ ”

The San Clemente cou-
ple’s visit to Doheny State
Beach to feed homeless
people ended with Don
Lemly in handcuffs and Ka-

thy Lemly calling 911 on the
ranger who arrested him,
part of an ongoing contro-
versy in South Orange
County about daily food
handouts at the beach, the
people who attend them
and the law enforcement
officials tasked with patrol-
ling the area.

They sued in U.S. District
Court for alleging constitu-
tional violations including
false arrest and excessive
force, but a jury rejected

each claim last Tuesday af-
ter a four-day trial.

Their lawyer, Jorge Gon-
zalez, suggested jurors
award Don Lemly $50,000
to $100,000 for the August
2018 ordeal, but the jury
awarded nothing, just as
lawyers for the park ranger,
Nicholas Milward, re-
quested they do.

“There’s some dangers
going on that Mr. Lemly,
he’s just not aware of. Sure,
people are nice when he’s

handing them the food,”
Milward’s lawyer, Deputy
Atty. Gen. Ezra Siegel, told
jurors.

Milward acknowledged
in testimony that he’d made
the comment about not
serving when the Lemlys
arrived, but he said he
didn’t decide to stop the
feed until later, after he’d
dealt with an unruly man
who was there for food.
Milward said he was con-
cerned the man would re-

turn and cause more trou-
ble.

“I felt it was best to take
away what was attracting
him, which was the feed,”
said Milward, a state park
ranger for 13 years and a
lifeguard for seven. “I didn’t
want him to come back and
start another confronta-
tion.”

When the Lemlys told
Milward they had a right to

Jurysideswithparkranger in fooddispute
Controversy centers
on a couple’s visit
to Doheny State
Beach to feed
homeless people.
BYMEGHANNM. CUNIFF

See Dispute, page R4

An Orange County non-
profit recently broke
ground on a project to
transform a motel into a
permanent supportive
housing facility, with
about half of the units set
aside for the mentally ill.

When the Jamboree
Housing Corp.'s new 57-
unit project is completed,
it will be the nonprofit’s
first permanent supportive
housing community in
Buena Park.

The development —
named “Ascent” — is re-
placing the defunct Air-
port Inn, located about 3
miles from Knott’s Berry
Farm. The location was
chosen for the project due
to its proximity near a
medical clinic, public park
and public transportation.

Households qualify to
stay at Ascent if they earn
between 30% and 50% of
the median income of Or-
ange County, which was

$103,000 in 2020. The aver-
age resident is expected to
pay about $283 a month.

Considering that sur-
rounding communities
can frequently become ag-
grieved at the prospect of
having financially strug-
gling people living next to
them, Jamboree and the
city held community
meetings and discussed
the project at City Council
study sessions. However,
due to public concerns,
there will be surveillance
at Ascent and people will
need a key fob for entry.

Jamboree will oversee
supportive services for all
residents, which includes
managing medications,
mental health counseling
and life skills training. The
Orange County Healthcare
Agency will be the service
provider for the tenants
with mental illnesses.

“Ascent is the perfect ex-
ample of what’s possible
when you have a commit-
ted city partner, targeted

county dollars and a cre-
ative development team
like Jamboree who can
transform old structures
into new, community as-
sets like supportive hous-
ing,” county Supervisor
Doug Chaffee said in a
news release.

Jamboree has partnered
with the city on two other
affordable housing proj-
ects in 2013 and 2016.
Those provided about 140
apartment homes for fam-
ilies.

For the Ascent project,
Jamboree worked with the
city to establish a new
zoning code classification
for “permanent supportive
housing.” According to a
staff report, the city be-
lieves this is the “next-step
housing solution” for
homeless people transi-
tioning from a shelter to
permanent housing. The
city also has a homeless
shelter that started accept-

For Jamboree by
Architecture

Design
Collaborative

A RENDERING
of the Jamboree
Housing Corp.'s

Ascent
supportive

housing
community in

Buena Park.

O.C. nonprofit turning motel
into housing for the homeless
BY BEN BRAZIL

See Housing, page R4

Undocumented Santa Ana residents
fighting deportation proceedings may have
better access to legal services after Santa
Ana increased funding to its critical depor-
tation defense fund this week.

The City Council authorized another
$100,000 for the fund as part of its approval
of the city’s budget on Tuesday night,
bringing the total fund to $300,000. The
council also made the defense fund a re-
curring line item on each year’s budget.

The city’s deportation defense fund,
started in 2017, allows Santa Ana residents
facing potential deportation to secure an
attorney they would otherwise not be able
to afford. Santa Ana is the only city in Or-
ange County to provide legal defense sup-
port to immigrants facing deportation.

Several groups had been advocating for
the expansion of the fund, including the
O.C. Justice Fund, Vera Institute of Justice,
the Harbor Institute for Immigrant and
Economic Justice, VietRISE and the Immi-
grant Defenders Law Center, which has
been the contracted recipient of the fund
since its inception.

The groups held an online forum with
Santa Ana Mayor Vicente Sarmiento and
Councilwoman Jessie Lopez a few weeks
ago before the funding increase and budget
were initially approved on June 1. This
week’s approval was the second reading of
the budget.

“We’re encouraged of the further com-
mitment in making sure that Santa Ana
residents and those who have ties to Santa
Ana will continue to have legal support if
anybody is placed into removal proceed-
ings,” said Lisa Okamoto, an attorney with
Immigrant Defenders Law Center. “I’m
grateful that not only have they continued
to fund it but that they have increased the
funding as well.”

Okamoto said the increased funds will
allow attorneys to take on more cases, and
the firm’s case managers are now also bet-
ter equipped to further help clients with
housing and food insecurity, a common
struggle for people involved in removal
proceedings.

The advocacy groups were also pushing
for an expansion of the fund to better serve
the Vietnamese community of Santa Ana.
More than 25,000 Vietnamese Americans
live in the city.

Amid reports of growing Asian-hate inci-
dents around the country, Councilwoman
Thai Viet Phan and others have been push-
ing for better representation for the Asian
communities of Santa Ana. As part of the
budget approval, the council also created a
Vietnamese Community Liaison in the city,
which Phan had been advocating for.

Allison Vo, youth organizing coordinator
with VietRISE, pointed out in an interview

that there has only ever been one other
Asian elected official before Phan claimed a
seat on the council late last year. Phan is
the first Vietnamese American and first
Asian woman on the council.

“It’s an affirmation that this is a service
that is absolutely needed when we are try-
ing to advance immigrant justice,” Vo said
of the council’s expansion of the defense
fund. “This is about equal access to justice
and ensuring that immigrants are not ex-
cluded from due process. So it sends a very
strong message that Santa Ana is commit-
ted to this, and I think there’s an opportu-
nity as well for other cities to witness the
success of this program and see how they
can also implement a legal defense fund
for their immigrant communities.

“The Vietnamese community is the sec-
ond most impacted community to be im-
pacted by immigration enforcement. In
Santa Ana alone, given the history of exclu-
sion and lack of access to government re-
sources as a result of language capacity, but
also language and cultural competency, a
lot of the Vietnamese residents have been
left out. We wanted to make sure that the
increase for this fund also made a con-
certed effort to reach the Vietnamese com-
munity and begin strengthening the
bridges for trust and belonging.”

Okamoto said Immigrant Defenders is
working on how best to further reach the
Vietnamese community in Santa Ana, such
as working with the Vietnamese liaison and
other in-person outreach efforts.

“It’s one of our goals and intent with this
expanded program to ensure that our out-
reach and our legal services can reach the
Vietnamese community,” Okamoto said.

Santa Ana City Council
approves more funding for
deportation defense fund

Irfan Khan | Los Angeles Times

A GUARD PATROLS the Adelanto
detention facility. Orange County’s
immigration detainees were transferred
there after a contract between the Sheriff’s
Department and U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement agency in 2019.

BY BEN BRAZIL

benjamin.brazil@latimes.com
Twitter: @_benbrazil
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Go to bankofamerica.com/community to learn more about
the work we are doing with our incredible partners.

Bank of America, N.A. Member FDIC. Equal Housing Lender © 2021 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved.

At Bank of America, we have long been committed to advancing racial
equality and economic opportunity in the communities where we work
and live. Recognizing the urgency of the moment, we’ve expanded our
longstanding efforts to drive progress by committing an additional
$1.25 billion over five years to create opportunity for people and
communities of color.

By partnering with organizations here in Orange County, we’re continuing
to align our resources to help drive sustainable progress locally.
Our investments and partnerships will help address critical issues
and long-term gaps including:

• connecting workers to new skills and enhanced job readiness
• expanding affordable housing options for more people
• ramping up lending and support to local small businesses
• increasing access to healthcare and addressing food insecurity

We know there’s so much more work to be done. My teammates and I
remain committed to the job ahead. Together with our local partners,
we can make a real difference. What would you like the power to do?®

Working together
We’re collaborating with a variety of
organizations to help our community
move forward. They include:

OCAPICA

CIELO

Camino Health Center

High School Inc. Foundation

Allen Staff
President, Bank of America Orange County

Making a lasting
impact in

Orange County
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ing new residents last year.
“California is in the midst

of a homelessness and
housing crisis that can only
end if cities get creative
when it comes to boosting
housing production,” May-
or Connor Traut said.

The total cost to develop
Ascent is about $18.7 mil-
lion, $8.2 million of which
was funded by the county’s

Section 8 housing vouchers.
Supportive housing is

widely considered to be the
key to ending chronic
homelessness. A 2017 study
by UC Irvine, Jamboree
Housing and Orange
County United Way found
that it costs twice as much
for someone to live on the
street than to house them.

The county committed in
2018 to add 2,700 perma-
nent supportive housing
units by June 2025. So far,
306 permanent supportive

housing units have been
completed toward that
goal.

Another 535 are under
construction and 339 other
units are in the process of
being funded. The public
can track the county’s prog-
ress online. There are 6,860
homeless individuals in the
county, according to the
2019 Point-In-Time count,
which is the most current.

With its more than 30 Or-
ange County properties and
2,800 living units, Jamboree

has been on the front lines
of that movement, espe-
cially over the last few years
since several shelters were
built in response to a law-
suit filed by homelessness
advocates that attempted
to stop the eviction of
homeless individuals at a
Santa Ana Riverbed en-
campment.

Jamboree has properties
in Brea, Fullerton, Orange,
Anaheim, Santa Ana, La
Palma, Garden Grove,
Huntington Beach, Laguna

Beach, Irvine, San Clem-
ente and Mission Viejo.

In its infancy, Jamboree’s
sole goal was to develop af-
fordable housing in Irvine,
where it’s based. Now with
an office in Sacramento, the
nonprofit has since devel-
oped more than 90 afford-
able housing and perma-
nent supportive housing fa-
cilities throughout Califor-
nia, and it is now the
second-largest nonprofit
builder of quality affordable
housing in California.

About 15 years ago, the
organization started offer-
ing its resident services pro-
grams, and about 10 years
ago Jamboree began focus-
ing on providing housing to
the formerly homeless and
mentally ill. A flagship tech-
nique for Jamboree has
been dedicating about 10%
of a facility’s units for those
living with chronic mental
illness.

Continued from page R2
HOUSING

benjamin.brazil@latimes.com
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feed the homeless there be-
cause of a settlement with
the American Civil Liberties
Union, Milward replied,
“The ACLU’s a freaking
joke.”

He then knocked a soda
away from Don Lemly that
he told jurors he feared
could be used as a weapon,
grabbed him and walked
him over to a curb, cursed
at him to sit down, hand-
cuffed him and cited him
for failing to comply with a
police officer’s orders.

A bystander captured the
encounter on his cell-
phone, and photographs
show bruises and bloody
cuts on Lemly’s wrists from
the handcuffs.

Jurors saw everything
several times during trial,
then deliberated about

three hours before siding
with Milward.

The verdict ends a legal
crusade that Don Lemly de-
scribed in testimony as a
righteous cause. The 72-
year-old retiree told jurors:
“If people who are in com-
fortable circumstances like
I am don’t stand up for
what’s right and call out
somebody who’s a bully in
law enforcement, then our
society is in big trouble.”

“I’m fortunate enough
that I have the time and
availability to be able to
pursue this,” Lemly said.

The jury’s decision also
follows key defense testi-
mony from Milward and
other law enforcement offi-
cers about ongoing prob-
lems with the feedings and
the people they bring to the
beach. A sheriff’s investiga-
tor who spent a month
watching the feed compiled
a report for the city of Dana

Point that concluded 70%
of the approximately 600
people served had criminal
records.

“The majority of the peo-
ple that attend the feed are
criminals. Drugs. Domestic
violence. Stabbings. Fights,”
Milward testified. “I knew a
lot of them by name and
date of birth.”

“I feel that it didn’t do the
state beach well to have
that event daily,” he added.

The verdict won’t deter
Lemlys and other volun-
teers, who are organized
through the religious coali-
tion Welcome Interfaith
Needs Network. The Lemlys
— Don Lemly is Welcome
INN’s current president —
volunteer through their
church in San Clemente, St.
Andrew’s by the Sea United
Methodist Church. Don
Lemly cited the Bible’s
Gospel of Matthew when
explaining why to jurors:

“We believe that people, no
matter what their circum-
stances, deserve to have de-
cent food.”

The Lemlys have served
food at Doheny for about 12
years, but the feeds have
been around longer. They

moved the feeds to a
church in Dana Point sev-
eral years ago, but the
church’s priest asked them
to leave after a late-night
stabbing, so the group re-
turned to Doheny.

The ACLU settlement ref-

erenced during the con-
frontation and at trial oc-
curred in 2008, after the
ACLU of Southern Califor-
nia sued the state for
threatening the group with
ticketing and arrest for
serving the meals. State
park rangers argued the
group needed to get a gath-
ering permit, but the ACLU
argued the requirement in-
terfered with the group’s 1st
Amendment rights. Under
the settlement, the state
agreed to stop enforcing the
permit requirement.

In defending Milward,
Siegel emphasized to the
jury that the ACLU settle-
ment still meant the event
had to comply with park
rules and obey police or-
ders.

“It didn’t give them un-
limited rights,” Siegel said.

Continued from page R2
DISPUTE

Meghann Cuniff

VOLUNTEER JAN GREENBERGwalks back to the food
set up after assisting men Doheny State Beach on June 16.

MEGHANN M. CUNIFF is a
contributor to TimesOC.

P atchwork Show
Modern Makers
Festival returns to

Orange County on June 26
and 27.

Through the free outdoor
event, participants can
view and purchase hand-
made goods such as cloth-
ing, handbags, accessories,
jewelry, art and apothecary
items from independent
artists and crafters. The
featured artisans, the ma-
jority of which are based in
O.C., were chosen through
a jury process.

There will also be several
DIY craft stations and
Patchwork Junior, which is
dedicated to artisans who
are under the age of 18.

The festival started in
Santa Ana with 25 vendors
in 2007 and grew to a
multicity festival with more
than 100 vendors at each
event. This year the festival
will also make its way to
Santa Ana, Long Beach,
Oakland and Ventura at

dates to be announced at a
later time.

Patchwork is produced
by Dear Handmade Life, an
Orange-based business
that brings together cre-
atives and small business
owners through events and
education. In addition to
the festival, Dear Hand-
made Life also hosts a
podcast, blog and the
Craftcation Conference.

“COVID has been rough
on creatives,” Nicole
Stevenson, Dear Hand-
made Life CEO, said.
“Many of them were al-
ready living on a tight
budget and relied on in-
person craft shows or
wholesale sales to local
small shops for the bulk of
their revenue and then
COVID closed both of those
for a while. But creatives
are resourceful, and many
took it as an opportunity to
grow their online busi-
nesses and focused on
building their website or

online platform (like Etsy)
sales. Even though craft
shows are coming back and
people are shopping in
person again, I think it will
be a while before those
things are as profitable as
they were pre-COVID so it’s
great that now these mak-
ers have built up their
online sales and added a
new strong income
stream.”

Festival organizers are
planning to follow
COVID-19 safety guidelines

such as social distancing,
mandatory mask wearing,

no food, capacity guide-
lines and sanitizing sta-

tions.
— From staff reports

Patchwork ShowModern Makers Festival returns

Photo courtesy Dear Handmade Life

A LOCAL ARTISAN demonstrates cross stitching during the festival at her booth.

IF YOU GO
What: Patchwork Show
Modern Makers Festival
Where: 245 El Camino
Real, Tustin
When: June 26 to 27, 11 a.m.
to 5 p.m.
Cost: Free
Info: dearhandmadelife
.com/patchwork-show

T he Heritage Muse-
um of Orange
County is preparing

to host its first in-person
event of the year, “From
Dinosaurs to People.”

The free-entry event
showcases Orange County’s
cultural and natural history
with a variety of vendors,
demonstrations and activ-
ities including guided na-
ture tour walks, Dino En-
counters’ robotic dinosaurs
and posters for photo-ops
and arm painting (in lieu
of face paintings).

Local high school stu-
dents will unveil their mu-
ral series on unknown
histories, which was post-
poned for a year. Repre-
sentatives from local Viet-
namese, Cambodian, Bud-
dhist and Sikh communi-
ties will be present to
discuss the topics covered
in the mural.

The first 100 guests will
receive goodie bags.

“Last summer, this event
was named Best Family
Festival by Macaroni Kid,
which is a very popular
mommy blog group,” said
Jamie S. Hiber, executive
director. “It gave us inspira-
tion to continue. It’s a
perfect way to welcome
our community back to the
museum by hosting our
most beloved event.”

The event started in 2015
when the museum part-
nered with John D. Cooper
Archaeological and Paleon-
tological Center to show-
case its Orange County
fossil findings to residents.

In the past, museum
staff also organized dem-
onstrations featuring
Tongva and Acjachemen
tribe representatives, live
animal rescue groups spe-
cializing in reptiles and
wolves as well as gold
panning.

Due to COVID-19 and a
shortage of staff, the muse-

um scaled back some ac-
tivities.

Hiber said the biggest
challenge this year is hav-
ing animals on site, howev-
er visitors may still have a
chance to explore some of
the 12 acres of wildlife
made up of birds, rabbits,
squirrels, wildcats and a
family of coyotes.

The museum staff plan
to follow COVID-19 guide-
lines such as requiring face
masks upon entry, social
distancing between house-
holds and temperature
checks for indoor exhib-
itions.

“Santa Ana was hit very
hard by COVID, and it has
been really personally
tragic for a lot of my staff,”
Hiber said. “We have not
gotten out of COVID un-
scathed and I’m going to
take it in the direction in
line with the staff’s comfort
level.”

The museum reopened
with its public tours of
their historic buildings in
May and began operating
at full capacity in June.

They have booked seven
weddings, three proms and
Gente Night Market at their
grounds this month.

Hiber said the biggest hit
was financial. Most of the
museum’s revenue comes
from field trips, weddings
and other private events.

Donors, sponsors, com-
munity partners, PPP
loans, grants and federal
funding have helped the
museum reopen with
about half of its usual staff.

“I can’t say we’re out of
this yet, but we are emerg-
ing from it and we’re really

excited,” Hiber said. “The
museum is very fortunate
and to have gotten this far
... and I really hope that all
of this time has shifted our
direction in the community
and what we can do to
educate and collaborate.”

— From staff reports

Photos by Don Leach | Staff Photographer

AGAZEBOcourtyardat theHeritageMuseum. “FromDinosaurs toPeople” is themuseum’sbiggest in-personeventof theyear.

THEKELLOGGHOUSE, built in1898, at theHeritageMuseum,
which ishosting “FromDinosaurs toPeople”onJune27.

‘Dinosaurs’
return to
Heritage
Museum

AWORKER CLEARS leaves with John Magg Farmhouse in
the background at the Heritage Museum of Orange County.

IF YOU GO
What: “From Dinosaurs to
People”
When: June 27, 11 a.m. to
3 p.m.
Where: Heritage Museum
of Orange County, 3101 W.
Harvard St., Santa Ana
Cost: Free
Info: heritagemuseumoc.org
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Don’t let pain hold you back. Move
forward with the best joint care available.
MemorialCare delivers an unforgettable
patient experience—with high satisfaction
rates to prove it. And in addition to our
team of specialists, you’ll also have a Joint
Replacement Patient Navigator by your
side who knows your unique needs and
fastest path to recovery. More from life is
calling with MemorialCare.

Get personalized joint care that’s
as unique as you.

Find a specialist.
800-MEMORIAL

memorialcare.org/JointReplacement

H I P | K N E E | A N K L E | S H O U L D E R | R E P L A C E M E N T C A R E

S T I C K T H R O W E R SY O G I S

G R A N D K I D C H A S E R S
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Sales Office
Now Open!

RCFE: #306005908

www.westmontofcypress.com4889 Katella Avenue
Cypress, CA 90720

(619) 320-6550
SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!

Westmont of Cypress

Ask about our Founder’s Club!
SAVINGSUP TO $5,000!*
OPENING SOON IN 2021!

Westmont of Cypress is a full-service
luxury senior living community offering
Independent Living, Assisted Living,
and Memory Care.

SAVINGS UP TO$5,000!*

*Terms & Conditions Apply

LOS ALAMITOS (CNS) — A
180-day program providing addi-
tional firefighting helicopters to
departments in Los Angeles, Or-
ange and Ventura counties has
begun.

The Quick Reaction Force pro-
gram includes two Boeing Chi-
nook CH-47 helitankers, one
based at Van Nuys Air Tanker
Base and the other at the Joint
Forces Training Base Los Alami-
tos, and a Sikorsky S-61 heli-
tanker, based in Ventura County.

The CH-47s are considered the
world’s largest fire suppression,
retardant-dropping helicopters
with the capacity to carry 3,000
gallons. Unlike other firefighting
helicopters, they have the ability
to fly at night.

“That’s a lot of firefighting
power, if you will, when you can
drop 3,000 gallons of water onto
a brush fire. It’s an important
tool,” Orange County Fire Au-
thority Capt. Thanh Nguyen told
City News Service. “We’re grateful
that we will be able to use it. It’s
impressive.”

The program is being financed
with nearly $18 million from
Southern California Edison.

Millions of residents in Los An-
geles, Orange and Ventura coun-
ties are among the most vulnera-
ble living within wildfire-prone
areas, fire experts said.

Extreme drought conditions
and dry vegetation, along with
predictions of a dire wildfire sea-
son ahead, led to the formation

of the QRF program.
“Generally, when we get a

wildfire, it’s accompanied with
strong winds,” Nguyen said.
"[Helicopter] pilots have a lot to
contend with.”

The QRF program contracts
exclusively for up to 180 days
with Coulson Aviation to com-
bine aerial firefighting resources,
preassembled in Los Angeles, Or-
ange and Ventura counties, with
a mobile retardant base and
hover-filling tanks.

The helicopters’ capabilities
were demonstrated on Monday
at the training base in Los Alami-
tos, where OCFA Chief Brian Fen-
nessy described the speedy fire-
fighting response that will be
possible for fire incident com-
manders calling for deployment,
who can say, “Get me the QRF.”

“One’s coming from Orange,
one’s coming from L.A., one’s
coming from Ventura County,”
Fennessy told KTLA5.

“We’re going to jump on that
fire, hopefully beat it down be-
fore it becomes a problem.”

For the Los Angeles County
Fire Department, the CH-47s will
enhance the department’s air op-
erations fleet, which includes five
Sikorsky S-70 Firehawks and five
Bell 412 helicopters, in addition
to a seasonal contract with Que-
bec for the 90-day lease of two
CL-415 SuperScoopers expected
to arrive in early September, offi-
cials said.

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

A CH-47 CHINOOK helitanker drops water on the brush during a
presentation of the new HeloPod Dip Tank water refilling system for
the city of Laguna Beach in November 2020.

Southland fire crews
to get more helicopters
for the wildfire season
BY CITY NEWS SERVICE

dailypilot@latimes.com
Twitter: @TheDailyPilot

Photos by Kevin Chang | Staff Photographer

PATRICKMCCANN, 8, of Bellflower holds on tight as he rides a zip line at the playground near the Visitors
Center at the Orange County Great Park in Irvine on May 20.

A great time at
the Great Park

PHYLICIA
MCCANN,
left, of
Bellflower
and her
sons Lucas,
2, center,
and Jack, 4,
play with a
zip line at
the Orange
County
Great Park
in Irvine.
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Get local access
to world-class
cancer care.

At Providence, we seemore than a cancer patient, we see the life in you,
and we have for nearly 100 years.That’s how long we’ve been providing
world-class cancer care in Orange County. Today, we’ve strengthened
our commitment to you by integrating three nationally accredited cancer
programs — Mission, St. Joseph and St. Jude. Together, we’ve combined
the expertise of premier cancer specialists and patient navigators, as well
as access to themost advanced technology and treatment options, including
research, genetic counseling, precision medicine and clinical trials. From
diagnosis to recovery, we’re here for you.

To learnmore, call us at 866-366-7183 or visit Providence.org/CancerOC

Providence Cancer Institute Orange County
Mission | St. Joseph | St. Jude

moments, family, dreams.
Then he prints the photo
in black and white and
begins to paint.

Once he’s finished, he
reveals the portrait to his
subjects and asks them to
sign it.

When the artwork is
sold, 50% of the proceeds
go into what Peterson
called a love account. The
subjects of the paintings
decide how to use the
money.

Some have purchased
clothing, a van, train tick-
ets, wheelchairs, army cots
or rented hotel rooms. The
majority choose to pur-
chase bicycles.

Artists receive 40% of the
proceeds and 10% goes
back toward the nonprofit.

Some paintings in the
Muzeo show, like Lujan’s
portrait of Victoria, are up
for sale from about $2,000
to $7,000 through the Faces
of Mankind website.

“I try to show people
who they are,” Peterson
said. “People may forget
those living on our streets
or see them as living in
guilt, shame, failure and all
the things that we try to
avoid. I’m saying, what if I
can show who you actually
are in a painting full of
color and life?”

Peterson emphasizes the
friendship portion of the
project as essential to treat-
ing people with dignity.

“There’s always the risk
when you’re either photo-
graphing someone or
painting someone of ex-
posing people to the world
in unhealthy ways,”
Peterson said.

“Dignity for me starts
with friendship. It puts us
both at a level where I’m
not above you. I’m just
trying to be human, and I
hope that it translates into
the paintings.”

His relationships with his
subjects don’t always last.
Although he spent much
time with Matthew, the
subject of his first portrait,
they’re no longer speaking.

At one point, Peterson
helped Matthew get lined
up for free permanent
housing.

“When we had to sign

some paperwork to the
house, I thought it was the
greatest victory in my en-
tire life,” Peterson said.
“The minute Matt heard
the word paperwork, he
began to feel like it was a
trick … and so he now
believes that I’m trying to
hurt him.”

Peterson later added he
doesn’t think their story is
over and is open to con-
necting again.

The purpose of Faces of
Mankind is to connect with
people and share their
stories through art but not

necessarily to solve home-
lessness.

When co-curators Kelly
Chidester and Katie Adams
Farell approached
Peterson, they were looking
for work to fill half of
Muzeo’s main gallery space
in conjunction with the
traveling National Endow-
ment Arts exhibit “For All
the World to See: Visual
Culture and the Struggle
for Civil Rights.”

The show is a collection
of photographs, TV clips,
art posters and historic
artifacts that trace how

images and media trans-
formed the modern civil
rights movement.

Farell said the through
line between the side-by-
side shows is how visual
culture influences people,
particularly how it can help
us to see each other with
more humanness.

“Imagery and visuals are
really big with both of
those exhibitions,”
Chidester said.

“What do we want our
visitors to walk away with?
We kept coming back to
this idea of humanity and

equality. Even though both
of those exhibitions touch
on different struggles, the
main theme of the visuals
is how that informs our
perceptions of each other
and our communities.”

Since transforming the
project into a nonprofit
model, Peterson’s role has
changed. He quit his car
designing job in 2019 to
become a pastor at Vine-
yard Anaheim.

About nine months into
the pandemic, he decided
to also quit his job as a
pastor to become a full-
time artist.

“In the midst of the
pandemic, I went to zero
income and started to
pursue art,” he said. “It’s
not like I hadn’t done any
art. I realized I needed to
get back to the guy who’s
an artist and loves to create
with his community ... and
my job was hindering that
progress.”

Peterson sees his art as a
form of worship and wants
to take on the responsibil-
ity of helping others do the
same in their respective
cities.

In addition to helping
artists Scott Schaible in
Detroit and Marybeth
Stafford in Riverside devel-
op their projects, he’s re-
ceived messages from
others in Bakersfield, Ten-
nessee and as far as Africa
seeking the same.

He hopes the project can
spread on a global scale
through coffee table books
or full-length docu-
mentaries too.

For now, he’s growing the
nonprofit and out in the
streets painting a portrait
once a month.

“People may
forget those
living on our
streets or see
them as living
in guilt, shame,
failure and all
the things that
we try to
avoid.”

— Brian Peterson

Photos by Kevin Chang | Staff Photographer
ARTISTMARYBETH STAFFORD, 68, of Corona, at the Muzeo Museum and Cultural Center in Anaheim. "Faces of
Mankind: Portraiture for Social Change" is a display of 35 portraits of unhoused and formerly unhoused friends.

ARTIST SCOTT SCHAIBLE, 23, a resident of Detroit, at
the Muzeo Museum and Cultural Center in Anaheim.

BRIAN PETERSON, shown with his wife Vanessa,
became a full-time artist after quitting his job as a pastor.

IF YOU GO
What: “Faces of Mankind:
Portraiture for Social
Change”
When: June 16 to Aug. 11,
Wednesday to Sunday,
11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Where: Muzeo Museum
and Cultural Center, 241 S.
Anaheim Blvd., Anaheim
Cost: General admission
$10
Info: muzeo.org

Continued from page R1
ARTISTS

vera.castaneda@latimes.com
Twitter: @vera_fyd
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★ Heating & AC Repair

★ Heating & AC Maintenance

★ Heating & AC Install

★ Duct Fogging & Install

★ Air Purifiers

714-206-3493 ★ WWW.VETERANAIRUSA.NET
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“Proudly Serving You, Then And Now”“Proudly Serving You, Then And Now”

THANK YOUTHANK YOU FOR VOTING USBESTBEST AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING COMPANY IN 20202020

LET’S DO ITLET’S DO IT
AGAGAAIN!IN!

Voting Ends Monday, June 21st

bestofthesouthland.com

VOTE FOR US

Heating & Air Conditioning
And Small Business

See Orange County Link

idea that people may never
go back inside together
again,” Zuckerman says. “I
don’t think that’s going to
happen now. But institu-
tions that have the ability to
allow people to be in this
kind of hybrid indoor-out-
door space, I think, will be
the most successful over
time. It’s about what a mu-
seum can be for the 21st
century.”

The pandemic was chal-
lenging for all cultural insti-
tutions, but OCMA took
less of a hit than many mu-
seums.

After closing its longtime
Newport Beach location in
June 2018, it had been
showing exhibitions in a
temporary space, a former
Room & Board furniture
store in South Coast Plaza
Village.

During the pandemic,
OCMAExpand opened for
two months in the fall but
then closed permanently.
With a small full-time staff
and light overhead, the mu-
seum rode out the pan-
demic relatively unscathed,
avoiding staff layoffs and
furloughs. Its $16-million
endowment grew 20% dur-
ing 2020.

“The institution was liv-
ing within its means and
was able to weather the
storm,” Zuckerman says.

But the 53,000-square-
foot building project — po-
sitioned next to the Renée
and Henry Segerstrom
Concert Hall and seen as
the final element of Seger-
strom’s cultural campus —
was not immune to the
challenges of 2020.

Construction slowed as
smaller crews worked while
socially distanced, and the
pandemic brought manu-
facturing delays. Fundrais-
ing, steered throughout the
pandemic by former direc-
tor Todd D. Smith — before
his departure in August —
and interim director Sarah
Jesse, slowed to a crawl. The
museum pushed its open-
ing date from 2021 to
mid-2022 and then fall
2022.

Zuckerman, formerly di-
rector of the Aspen Art Mu-
seum in Colorado, oversaw
the creation of a $45-mil-
lion building there de-

signed by Shigeru Ban that
opened in 2014.

Upon her arrival at
OCMA, she accelerated the
project, expediting con-
struction and raising more
than $9.4 million in her first
eight weeks. The building
campaign stands at more
than $60 million.

Zuckerman made opera-
tional changes to the build-
ing as well — mostly tweaks
related to security, staff of-
fices or visitor experience.
She added five board trust-
ees and nailed down the
new opening date. She also
began acquiring art, begin-
ning with an “eight-talis-
man installation” by L.A.
artist Sarah Cain.

“Eight is the number of
infinite abundance,”
Zuckerman says. “They’re
painted dollar bills sus-
pended from the ceiling
with fishing wire. The backs
are silver or gold and the
fronts are vibrant [colors]. I
tell our team, ‘Walk under
them, tell them what you
need!’ ”

If there’s an overall vision
for the museum beyond
maximizing Mayne’s in-
door-outdoor design for a
post-COVID world, Zucker-
man says, it’s “looking back

to move forward.”
In a nod to OCMA’s his-

tory, the opening special
exhibition will be a resur-
rection of the museum’s
long-running California Bi-
ennial, which began in 1984
and continued, nearly un-
interrupted, until 2010.
Zuckerman hired a three-
generation curatorial team
led by Elizabeth Armstrong,
who has curated the bien-
nial three times. She’ll be
joined by Gilbert Vicario,
chief curator at the Phoenix
Art Museum, and inde-
pendent curator Essence
Harden.

The biennial will be “ex-
pansive,” Zuckerman says,
incorporating artists
throughout California at
various stages of their ca-
reers. The work will include
painting, sculpture, pho-
tography and video as well
as architecture, design, mu-
sic and fashion.

“I’ve always associated
this institution with the
California Biennial,”
Zuckerman says. “It was a
destination exhibition, on
the circuit of people who
would travel to see art. And
I think some of the most in-
teresting ones were curated
by Liz Armstrong.”

With 25,000 square feet
of exhibition space to work
with, Zuckerman plans to
switch up displays of the
permanent collection,
which consists of more
than 4,500 works produced
by California and Pacific
Rim artists. It highlights
movements such as Light
and Space, Pop art, Mini-
malism, California concep-
tualism, and early and mid-
century modernism. With
deep holdings by artists
such as John Baldessari,
Charles Ray, Chris Burden,
Vija Celmins, Jay DeFeo,
Catherine Opie and Ed
Ruscha — dating back to
early in their careers — the
museum is poised to pre-
sent both thematic exhib-
itions and robust solo
shows.

“There’s this old idea that
permanent collection gal-
leries were staid and never
changed,” Zuckerman says,
“and now museums can be
more dynamic in how
they’re using their assets. I
think that’s how more mu-
seums will function in the
future.”

Zuckerman, who hosts
the independently pro-
duced podcast “Conversa-
tions About Art” and who

wrote the “Conversations
With Artists” book series,
will curate the opening re-
installation of the perma-
nent collection, though it’s
too soon to provide details,
she says.

Meantime, Zuckerman is
working on “right-sizing”
the museum. That includes
growing the staff of 10 to
about 40 people, accelerat-
ing fundraising, building
the board and increasing
acquisitions. She also has
launched a $25 million en-
dowment campaign.
Zuckerman expects the
museum’s $3 million annu-
al operating budget will
grow to $9.5 million.

Another goal: getting ad-
mission underwritten so
the entry to the museum
will be free.

“I believe access to art is
a basic human right, it’s not
a privilege,” Zuckerman
says. “So our mission and
vision is to connect as
many people to art and art-
ists as possible.”

Construction is on track
for May 2022 completion,
but OCMA won’t open until
the fall so there’s time to
iron out kinks and to pro-
vide a pause after the Mu-
seum of Contemporary Art

San Diego premieres its ex-
pansion in April, Zucker-
man says.

OCMA’s opening will be a
24-hour-long event that will
include tours of the perma-
nent collection by past cu-
rators and directors as well
as live music, middle-of-
the-night movie screenings
and sunrise yoga.

Zuckerman’s hope for the
evening — for the museum
itself — is that it be “dy-
namic and organic and in-
novative and expressive
and just hyper-present,”
she says.

“Orange County doesn’t
have a downtown, it doesn’t
have a civic center. So the
idea of our project is to be-
come the anchor of Orange
County. We can use art and
culture as the connector for
the community.”

It’s something that’s es-
pecially needed right now,
Zuckerman says.

“One of the things that
COVID highlighted was: If
we don’t make efforts to be
with other people, then we
get isolated. I don’t think
humans like to be on their
own. We need each other,
want each other, we do bet-
ter together. And this space
is really designed for that —
to watch culture but also to
watch other people.”

Continued from page R1
MUSEUM

Gina Ferazzi | Los Angeles Times

NEWDIRECTOR Heidi Zuckerman stands at the construction site of the Orange County Museum of Art in Costa Mesa.

“During COVID,
there was this
idea that people
may never go
back inside
together again.
... institutions
that have the
ability to allow
people to be in
this kind of
hybrid indoor-
outdoor space, I
think, will be
the most
successful over
time.”

— Director Heidi
Zuckerman

DEBORAH VANKIN writes
for the Los Angeles Times.
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