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A growing chorus of businesses
small and large has been desper-
ately lobbying California officials
to reopen this fall as they struggle
to survive after months of co-
ronavirus shutdowns.

This week, they got an ally with
undeniable star power.

The Walt Disney Co., one of the
world’s largest entertainment
companies, partially blamed Cali-
fornia’s strict reopening rules for
massive layoffs in its theme park
division after trying unsuccess-
fully to get officials to allow the
gates of Disneyland to swing open
again.

Disney’s blunt criticism is
putting more pressure on Gov.
Gavin Newsom and health offi-
cials at a critical moment.

The state’s first attempt at re-
opening led to a major surge in
COVID-19, and Newsom has

vowed to move more cautiously
this time and listen only to the
science.

His reopening plan omits
theme parks altogether, though
officials said guidelines will be re-
leased this week.

Bradley Pollock, chairman of
the Department of Public Health
Sciences at UC Davis, said waiting
on the state for guidance is un-
doubtedly frustrating for theme
park operators, but that Newsom
and his staff are confronting an
extremely difficult calculus in de-
termining the size and pace of re-
openings.

Keeping businesses closed
deals a major blow to the econo-
my and to large swaths of society
that may lose their livelihoods, he
said.

But any reopenings will in-
crease interactions between peo-
ple, lead to more cases of the co-

Disneyland’s push to
reopen sets up critical
moment in California’s
coronavirus battle

Allen J. Schaben | Los Angeles Times
THEENTRANCE toDisneylandonWednesday, adayafter companyofficials announced layoffs resulting fromthe
coronavirus-inducedclosureof the themepark.Disneyannounced that itwould layoff 28,000staffmembers.

BY SOUMYAKARLAMANGLA,
PHILWILLON, STEPHANIE LAI

See Disney, page R6

The Anaheim City Council
moved forward early Wednesday
morning with a controversial deal
to keep the Anaheim Angels in the
city until at least 2050.

After a contentious, hours-long
council meeting that went past
1 a.m., the council voted 5-2 to
approve a series of agreements to
sell 150 acres and Angel Stadium
to team owner Arte Moreno’s new
company SRB Management for
$150 million in cash.

The deal also includes about
$170 million of “community ben-
efits credits” for 466 affordable
housing units and a seven-acre
park.

The deal was originally tagged
at $325 million before the city
subtracted $5 million to retain
some of the land for an existing
water well and a planned fire sta-
tion.

The deal includes options for
the team to renew the agreement
through 2075.

There will be a second reading
of the deal at the council’s next
meeting. The sale likely won’t be
finalized until late 2021 or early
2022.

Mayor Harry Sidhu said the
deal was a “major victory” for An-
aheim. Keeping the Angels in An-
aheim was a crucial part of Sid-
hu’s mayoral campaign in 2018.

“We have made history,” Sidhu
said in a statement after the
meeting. “What have been far too
many years of uncertainty and in-
action in Anaheim are now over.

“We have secured baseball
while freeing our city from the
costs of stadium ownership. Our
residents will benefit for years to
come as valuable, underutilized
land gives way to a stadium area
we can all be proud of.”

Council members Jose Moreno
and Denise Barnes cast the only
dissenting votes. Both took um-
brage with various parts of the
deal, including that the price tag
was too low.

Moreno voiced opposition to
Sidhu’s suggestion that the deal
represents fair market value for
the land.

“When we say its market value
was $320 million, we don’t know
that because we did not open it
up for the market,” Moreno said.
“We opened it up to one bidder,

$150M
land deal
keeps
Angels in
Anaheim
The controversial
agreement intends to
keep the major-league
baseball team in the
city until at least 2050.
BY BEN BRAZIL

See Angels, page R6

“Are you ready to spread some
sunshine?” reads the all-caps
subhead on a Solely Sunshine
web page. Below the question
are suggestions on what to in-
clude or not include in a letter
addressed to a patient at a men-
tal health facility.

Solely Sunshine is an organi-
zation whose mission is to help

those coping with mental health
conditions. Anyone can submit
notes of encouragement online
or via snail mail. The digital
notes are transcribed onto letters
and sent to mental health facili-
ties around the world.

So far, over 1,000 letters have
been delivered to people in 32
states and 35 countries.

The genesis of the organiza-
tion started with Natalie Sal-
vatierra, a 16-year-old Foothill
High School student.

In March, her mom, Heather
Salvatierra, shared an article
about people with mental health
issues, particularly those dealing
with an OCD-related hand-
washing compulsion, having a

harder time during the pan-
demic.

“I found it really interesting
and I also have lots of family
members who have dealt with
mental health conditions,” Nata-
lie said. “It’s just something that’s
close to my heart. I want the
letters to bring encouragement,
love and support so that people

know that they’re not alone.”
She posted on Instagram a call

to write letters and received a
good response. By May, she built
a website and enlisted the help
of the Girl Scouts for initial guid-
ance and to make Solely Sun-
shine a Gold Award project.

Photos by Kevin Chang | Staff Photographer

NATALIESALVATIERRA,16, delivers lettersof encouragement topatients in theMentalHealth InpatientCenter atChildren’sHospital ofOrangeCounty.

Teen’s groupsendsuplifting
letters tomentalhealthpatients

LETTERS LIKE THESE are given to mental health hospitals and facilities around the world.

BY VERA CASTANEDA

See Letters, page R6

“It’s a lot of teens
helping teens. ... It’s
so timely because
people are kind
of trapped inside
from COVID and
they do want to
help.”

— Heather Salvatierra
Natalie’s mother
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T he latest heat wave was met with a decent 4- to 5-foot swell at the Wedge off Newport Beach on Wednesday which
brought a few daredevil surfers to attempt to wrangle and ride the famous powerhouse jetty peak. Up the beach
some riders even managed to regular surf a few, while body boarders, and body surfers, attempted to hang on

long enough to get a barrel view of the mighty caverns known as cylinders. These waves are for the experienced only, but
every now and then, even the best get thrown around a bit when the Wedge “turns on.”

— Don Leach

SURFERSWASH ashore and collect their gear after a set
of big waves in Newport Beach onWednesday.

A SURFER leaps away from his board as he is taken
over the falls on big wave at the Wedge on Wednesday.

Photos by Don Leach | Staff Photographer

A GROUP OF BODY BOARDERS takes a break on the beach as a friend drops into a wave at the Wedge in Newport Beach on Wednesday.

A swell time at the Wedge

A SURFER FILMS his own ride, his camera secured in his mouth, as he glides under the ceiling of a big wave.

ASURFERcollectshis camera,hisboardanda friend’sboard.

A SURFER shoots down the face of a glassy green wave.

A BIGWAVE rolls into the Wedge on Wednesday.

A BODY SURFER finds himself atop a thick wall of water.
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Providence contracts with various Medicare Advantage Plans (MA), Medicare Supplement Plans and Prescription Drug Plans (PDPs) with Medicare contracts. Enrollment in these plans
dependsoncontract renewal. Youmustcontinue topayyourMedicarePartBpremium.Foraccommodationsofpersonswithspecialneedsatsalesmeetings, call 1-844-992-1260 (TTY/
TDD: 711). A sales representative will be present with information and applications. PGIA represent various Medicare Advantage (MA) and prescription Drug Plans (PDPs) with Medicare
contracts. eHealthMedicare.com is a non-governmentwebsite operated by eHealthInsurance Services, Inc., a licensedhealth insurance agency that sellsMedicare products anddoes
business as eHealth. eHealthMedicare.com and eHealth are not affiliated or connected with Medicare. eHealth offers plans from a number of insurance companies. This ad solicits
insurance prospects for eHealth.

Mission | St. Joseph | St. Jude
HeritageMedical Group andAffiliated Physicians

ALL-IN-ONE
MEDICARE
COVERAGE
$0As low

as
premium
permonth

Speak to a licensed
insurance agent

Call 844-992-1260 (TTY: 711) or visit
Providence.org/MedicareCA to:

Compare health
plans online

Register for a freeMedicare
2021 benefits class

Choose a Medicare
plan that’s as
extraordinary
as you are.
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Virtual Event • Monday, October 12 • 2 p.m.
To register, visit hoag.org/cancerpanel

Our nationally recognized physician panel:

Burton Eisenberg, M.D., F.A.C.S.
Executive Medical Director,
Hoag Family Cancer Institute
Grace E. Hoag Executive Medical Director
Endowed Chair
Oncology Surgeon

Michael J. Demeure, M.D., M.B.A.,
F.A.C.S., F.A.C.E.
Director, Hoag Precision Medicine Program
Endocrine and Oncology Surgeon
American Surgical Association Fellow

Dori Holnagel, M.B.A.
Vice President of Clinical Institutes
Hoag Family Cancer Institute

What Personalized Cancer Therapy Means at Hoag
JOIN US FOR A SPECIAL VIRTUAL DISCUSSION

Gary A. Ulaner, M.D., Ph.D.,
F.A.C.N.M.
Director, Hoag Molecular Imaging
& Therapy

What is precision medicine?

What is molecular imaging and therapy?

What is immunotherapy?

The science of cancer care continues to evolve and become more precise, more personalized, to address each individual's unique
cancer diagnosis. Hoag is on the forefront of this care, being the first to bring some of the most advanced diagnostic and treatment
therapies to Orange County, and even to the United States. Join our nationally-recognized physician panel as they discuss how Hoag is
applying these targeted therapies in our patient-driven approach to cancer care, helping us conquer cancer one specific patient at a time.

How can Hoag use information
about me and my tumor to better
care for me?

© 2020, Hoag is a registered trademark of Hoag Memorial Hospital Presbyterian. All Rights Reserved.

UC Irvine is providing consulting
services to private businesses to de-
velop rules and procedures to keep
employees and customers safe from
COVID-19 as the economy starts to
open up.

“As the only program in public
health in Orange County, we have an
obligation to assist our community,”
UCI professor Karen Edwards said in a
news release. “I think there’s a gap in
this area for us to step up and offer
these types of services. This has the
potential to have a major positive im-
pact.”

Orange County was on track to
move into the state’s less restrictive or-
ange tier until the average new daily
case rate climbed this week. The
county is currently in the red tier, the
state’s second-most restrictive tier.

The county saw its highest total
deaths in a single day on Tuesday at
33.

UC Irvine is providing the consult-
ing services to businesses with which
it has already established relation-
ships.

Currently, the school is working
with three different business, includ-
ing the Irvine Co. and Pacific Sym-
phony. UCI spokesman Tom Vasich
declined to identify the third business.

UC Irvine is also currently negotiat-
ing with two other businesses.

The college already helped the
Monarch Beach Resort in Dana Point
put together a revised plan as well as a
45-minute training video for staff.

The effort required a detailed safety
plan to deal with the hotel’s 175 acres
of hotel accommodations, dining,
golfing, spa and fitness services. The
resort is using a variety of safety pro-
tocols, including deep cleaning and
sanitization, physical distancing, re-
duced seating capacity in restaurants,
screening staff and keeping doors
open in communal areas.

“For Orange County to be able to re-
open safely, it can’t just be public
health experts saying we need to im-
plement the kinds of policies and pro-
cedures that will keep everyone safe,”
said Edwards, chair of epidemiology
at UCI. “Businesses have to want to do
that too.”

UCI partners with
O.C. businesses
to develop safe
reopening plans
BY BEN BRAZIL

benjamin.brazil@latimes.com
Twitter: @benbrazilpilot

Undercover police stings ar-
en’t effective at combating crime
rates and create criminals out of
people who possibly wouldn’t
otherwise commit crimes, ac-
cording to a new article by a UC
Irvine law professor.

In “The Dangers of Police-
Created Crime,” Katie Tinto de-
scribes how undercover policing
has evolved from focusing on
larger crimes to low-level of-
fenses, which tends to “ensnare”
vulnerable people.

“Is this effective and cost effi-
cient policing?” Tinto said in a
phone interview. “We suggest
the answer is no, that we are ac-
tually creating criminals. It’s not
at all clear that these individuals
would commit these crimes
were it not for undercover police
officers presenting the opportu-
nity.”

Tinto said that rather than
targeting high-level drug king-
pins, officers are more likely to
run a sting operation on vulner-
able individuals like a homeless
drug addict on Skid Row.

Undercover policing was born
of the idea that some criminals

are very hard to catch, whether
that be a politician taking
bribes, or somebody high up in
a drug network. Yet, the ap-
proach has been “watered
down,” Tinto said.

Rather than targeting these
high-level criminals, police tend
to go after people from vulnera-
ble populations, like homeless
people or drug addicts.

“When you approach some-
one who is drug addicted or

down on their luck or recently
out of prison or needs money
and you offer them a tempting
thing, people say yes,” Tinto
said.

“They are not going into the
private law firm and being like,
who wants to buy coke?”

Tinto partnered with the non-
profit Justice Collaborative Insti-
tute for the article.

“Inviting people to commit
crimes is fundamentally at odds

with what we expect police to
do, which is to focus on credible
and serious public safety con-
cerns,” said Dawn Milam, senior
legal counsel for the Justice Col-
laborative Institute.

“Firefighters do not start fires
just to extinguish them, and po-
lice officers shouldn’t lure des-
perate people into breaking the
law just to arrest them.

UCI law professor says undercover
police stings can create criminals
BY BEN BRAZIL

See Criminals, page R7
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UC IRVINE
law professor
Katie Tinto has
written an
article that says
undercover
policing
focuses on
low-level
offenses and
vulnerable
people who
wouldn’t
otherwise
commit crimes.

The Priority Center, a non-
profit working toward breaking
the generational cycle of
trauma, is kicking off Mental Ill-
ness Awareness week with free
suicide- and child abuse-pre-
vention resources.

The annual awareness week
hosted by the National Alliance
on Mental Illness is set for Oct. 4
through 10, and the focus is
what people with mental illness
want others to know.

The center is hosting a Zoom
webinar “Understanding
Trauma and the Wiring Effects
on Brain and Mental Health” at
noon Tuesday. Guest speakers
include the center’s Director and

CEO Lisa Fujimoto, UCI profes-
sor and Director of Public Policy
Al Valdez and mental health
specialists.

The Santa Ana-based center
has served all of Orange County
since 1983. It was originally
known as the Child Abuse Pre-
vention Center but has broad-
ened its programs to include
adults.

“Orange County Health Care
Agency asked if we would con-
sider partnering with them be-
cause the need for adults in cri-
sis was starting to really sky-
rocket,” Fujimoto said. “We were
already doing the work with
children and the county was
shifting more into that side of a
mental health focus.”

She also said about 80% of the
programs still serve children.
They are 10 programs ranging
from school readiness, child-
abuse services and in-home in-
tervention services.

The organization serves indi-
viduals during a crisis, which
could mean they are experienc-
ing suicidal or homicidal ide-
ation or are in danger of hospi-
talization or transitioning to an
out-of-home placement. Most
of the people the center works
with are referrals from county
agencies or hospitals — typically
those who are brought to an
emergency room for a psychiat-
ric evaluation but may not meet
the criteria for hospitalization or
those transitioning back to their

home setting.
Julia De Almeida, associate

supervisor of the children’s in-
home crisis program, said sum-
mer is a slow time for the pro-
gram.

“School presents a lot of
stressors for our kids. When
they’re out of school, we did see
referrals go down. However, it
has been pretty steady over the
[past] summer and due to the
pandemic,” De Almeida said. “I
can attribute that to possibly the
children feeling like they’re
missing out over the summer —
not being able to hang out with
their friends, not being able to
go on their vacation, having to

ThePriorityCenter inSantaAnakicksoffMental
IllnessAwarenessweekwith free resources,webinar
BYVERA CASTANEDA

SeeWeek, page R7
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WHERE WE LIVE CAN DETERMINE
HOW WELL WE LIVE.

Discover modern senior living thoughtfully designed to help
you live safely and well – in times that require greater caution,
and those when you can fully embrace the coastal lifestyle.

Enjoy a low-touch, high-comfort living environment with
seamlessly integrated in-home technology, elevated amenities,
attentive service and discreet support from a professional care
team at the ready 24/7.

Learn more about how Atria Senior Living is helping residents
stay safe, connected and engaged during the COVID-19
pandemic at AtriaSafeTogether.com.

NOW PRE-LEASING | OPENING FALL 2020

To schedule a virtual community tour or
contactless tour of a model apartment,

call 949.236.6580.

393 Hospital Road | AtriaNewportBeach.com

Modern Senior Living

License #306005387 260426

Paul Cao prefers his pri-
vacy.

Cao is the chef and
owner of Burnt Crumbs,
which has locations at Pa-
cific City in Huntington
Beach and Irvine, as well
as the Burntzilla restau-
rant in Irvine.

He said he only went on
the Food Network reality
cooking show “Chopped”
last summer at the urging
of his publicist, Kat Ngu-
yen. The move more than
paid off.

Cao won the “Soup and
Sandwich Savvy” episode,
which aired Sept. 22, and
the $10,000 prize that
came with it.

“My thing was just make
sure you get everything on
the plate,” said Cao, 41, an
Irvine resident. “I’ve seen
so many people mess up
because they forgot an
item or forgot an ingredi-
ent, and they get
chopped.”

Cao made it to the third
round of the show and
avoided being chopped at
the end. He created a fun-
nel cake ice cream sand-
wich with an assist from
his friend and fellow chef
John Park, who runs Toast
Kitchen + Bakery in Costa
Mesa.

“I’m not a dessert or
pastry guy, but I was able
to memorize a couple of
recipes with the help of
my buddy John,” Cao said.
“I was like, ‘I need to know
how to make a dessert in
10 minutes.’ He said, ‘The
only thing you can make
that fast is either a funnel
cake or a churro.’ ”

Cao’s specialty at his
restaurants is the spaghet-
ti grilled cheese sandwich,
two things which might
not seem to go together.
Fame might not always be
on Cao’s plate, though he
said he’s appreciated the
hundreds of text messages
he’s received since the
show aired last week.

He flew out to New York
City to tape the episode
along with a couple of

longtime friends. One of
them was Minh Pham,
one of his business part-
ners along with Phi Ngu-
yen.

“The second day we
were there, he went to go
shoot the show,” Pham
said. “The later in the day
that it got, the more confi-
dent we got that, OK, may-
be he had a good shot at
winning. He left at 5 a.m.
and he didn’t come back
until 9 p.m. We saw him
walking in with a big smile
on his face, and we knew
right away. Knowing Paul,
if he lost, he was going to
be pissed.”

Cao won the prize mon-
ey. He said he planned to
use it go on a family vaca-
tion this spring, but the
ongoing coronavirus pan-
demic took away that trip.

Cao, who has a degree
in business economics
from UCLA and started
out as an accountant post-
college before switching
his career path, has tried
to stay afloat. After run-
ning a food truck called
The Burnt Truck for a few
years, he and his partners
opened the three restau-
rants in 2015 and 2016.

This year, COVID-19
forced their closure for
about a six-week period
from late March until
Mother’s Day weekend in
mid-May.

Due to continued slow
business, Cao said the Pa-
cific City Burnt Crumbs
restaurant is now only
open from Thursday to
Sunday each week.

“COVID came, and the
$10,000 got burned real
quick,” Cao said. “It’s been
tough, man. The ups and
downs, the highs and lows
have been crazy … I don’t
think anyone in the
restaurant business right
now is actually making
money. Everyone is just
trying to stay alive. Every-
one I know is just trying to
doggy paddle and survive
this thing.”

Cao hopes for better
times ahead, but watching
the episode when it aired

last week brought back
some good memories. He
hadn’t seen the final prod-
uct before it was on televi-
sion, he said.

He has previously ap-

peared on shows like “Eat
St.” and “Junk Food Flip.”

“I don’t let [the atten-
tion] affect me or change
me,” he said. “It’s cool, it’s
great attention for the

business. If I can bring
any attention to the chefs
in Orange County, that’s
even more important.
There’s a lot of really good
food out here. L.A. gets a

lot of credit, and de-
servedly so, but there’s
great food down here.”

Orange County chef Paul Cao wins on ‘Chopped’

Photos by Don Leach | Staff Photographer

CHEFAND restaurantownerPaulCao recentlywonthe reality cookingshow“Chopped.”CaoownsandoperatesBurntCrumbs
inHuntingtonBeachand Irvine, but likemany restaurantowners,headmits it‘s a challenge to stayafloatduring thepandemic.

SOUTHERN FRIED chicken at Burnt Crumbs in Irvine. A CHALKBOARD shows some offerings at Burnt Crumbs.

BYMATT SZABO

matthew.szabo@latimes.com
Twitter: @mjszabo
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Now the reach has
expanded to members
from the Assistance
League of Tustin, teen-led
nonprofits, a Vancouver-
located rotary club and
other groups who help
transcribe letters.

“It’s a lot of teens help-
ing teens,” Heather said.
“It’s amazing that via
social media, she’s able to
reach so many people
through this project and
it’s so timely because
people are kind of
trapped inside from
COVID and they do want
to help.”

For Natalie, the best
part is hearing back from
people who received the
letters.

One facility created a
wall to post the letters.
Another facility had kids
ask for tape to post them
in their rooms. She said
the most well-received
letters are those written
by people who have ex-
perienced a mental health
condition and offer ad-
vice.

“I hope that people in
the mental health facili-
ties if they receive a letter
from someone in a differ-
ent country who might be

going through the same
thing as them, it just
makes them feel like
everything’s going to be
OK because other people
can relate to them,” Nata-
lie said.

When deciding where
to send the letters, Natalie
does research on facilities
and therapeutic boarding
schools but also takes
requests.

She won the Baskin-
Robbins Pint-Sized He-
roes award after being
nominated by her mother.

In addition to free ice
cream for a year, Baskin-
Robbins donated $5,000
to the organizations of
her choice — the Assist-
ance League of Tustin and
the Children’s Hospital of
Orange County mental
health facility, which is
also one of the local spots
that receive the letters.

Natalie is no stranger to
writing about mental
health. In June, she pub-
lished a children’s picture
book “Do Not Worry,
Little Donkey” about
dealing with anxiety.

In between her junior
year classes, Natalie plans
to continue Solely Sun-
shine at least until she
graduates.

Continued from page R1
LETTERS

vera.castenada@latimes.com
Twitter: @vera_fyd

Barnes at one point dur-
ing the meeting proposed
to table the council discus-
sion until an in-person
public workshop could be
held to ensure residents’
voices are heard. The city
held three online town halls
earlier this month.

The motion failed 2-4,
with Moreno in support
and Councilman Jordan
Brandman abstaining.

Moreno eventually pro-
posed to continue the item.
He also hoped to have a
public workshop before the
final decision.

That, too, failed with the
same vote as Barnes’ pro-
posal.

“I have read through
many emails since Friday
and the public has not had
their right to be heard,”
Barnes said. “I think it’s
egregious that we are not
discussing that first and
foremost.”

Moreno echoed those
sentiments.

“I don’t understand why
we are rushing this deal,”
Moreno said. “The Angels
are here until 2029, there is
no longer a pressing urgent
deadline … My goodness,
we are in the middle of a
pandemic and we are in the
middle of discussing and
being presented a very
complex land deal with a
lot of components to it.”

and that was Arte Moreno.”
Jose Moreno pointed out

a city-commissioned ap-
praisal that valued the site
around $500 million if the
city tore down the stadium.

Moreno also questioned
the community benefits
portion of the deal, claim-
ing that the 466 affordable
housing units are meager
compared to the city’s
need.

“It’s being highlighted
how much housing is com-
ing in for us here but it’s not
necessarily at the level we
need right now,” Moreno
said.

Supporters of the deal
have pointed to the 45,000
permanent jobs and 30,000
temporary construction
jobs that will benefit Ana-
heim as the area is devel-
oped out into the planned
Platinum Triangle, which
will include shops, parks,
homes and restaurants.

But Moreno said those
jobs will largely just have
low-paying wages, creating
further economic strain on
the residents of Anaheim.

“What I’m hearing from
Councilmember Moreno is
a lot of pavement pounding
and a lot of yelling,” Coun-
cilman Trevor O’Neil said.

The more than 250 pub-
lic comments submitted by
email were not read aloud
consistent with how the city
has run council meetings
since March.

Comments were pro-
vided to the council mem-
bers and can be viewed on-
line.

Barnes spent many of her
turns speaking by reading
aloud comments from the
public.

The land deal has been
mired in controversy for
months.

Former Anaheim mayors
Tom Daly and Tom Tait

have been outspoken in
their criticism of the deal.

The People’s Homeless
Task Force filed a lawsuit in
February against the city,
claiming that the city has
violated state transparency
laws by holding meetings
behind closed doors and
failing to provide negotiat-
ing records.

An Orange County Supe-
rior Court Judge denied the
city’s request earlier this
month to throw out parts of
the lawsuit.

Danny Moloshok | Associated Press

THE ANAHEIM City Council moved forward with an
agreement to keep the Angels in the city until at least 2050.

Continued from page R1
ANGELS

benjamin.brazil@latimes.com
Twitter: @_benbrazil

ronavirus, and more
deaths, he said.

“It’s not a question of if,
but rather, how much?” he
said. “The virus hasn’t
changed. ... When you have
people who can gather
physically closer together,
you increase the risk. Is it
worth it?”

Complicating matters is
that some states are begin-
ning to see a new surge in
coronavirus cases that ex-
perts fear could eventually
arrive in California. That
would come at the same
time as a flu season already
expected to make
COVID-19 more difficult to
manage.

In some parts of the
state, including San Fran-
cisco and other, more rural,
areas, businesses are begin-
ning to reopen as cases
plummet. But it’s been
slower going in Southern
California, frustrating busi-
ness owners and some local
officials.

Los Angeles County an-
nounced Wednesday that
shopping centers and nail
salons will be allowed to re-
sume indoor operations
with limited capacity over
the next 10 days. But there
has been much debate
about whether the region is
reopening too quickly given
the health risks, or not
quickly enough given the
economic woes.

Disney announced that it
would lay off 28,000 staff
members across its parks,
cruises and retail stores be-
cause of the pandemic.
Though the cuts affect em-
ployees across the U.S.,
executives cited in their de-
cision California’s “unwill-
ingness to lift restrictions
that would allow Disney-
land to reopen.”

The pushback from the
corporation is part of a
much larger, growing pres-
sure that communities
around California are fac-
ing as businesses grapple
with a make-or-break fall
after months of slashed rev-
enue.

Jocelyn Campos said her
family’s restaurant, a mile
from Disneyland and typi-
cally a popular spot with
park visitors, can probably
survive only six more
months with business
down by 40% since the
shutdown.

“We’re going to do every-
thing in our power, but all
we can do is cross our fin-
gers that the customers re-
turn,” Campos said.

Disney, one of the largest
employers in the state, has
been severely hobbled by
the coronavirus health cri-
sis. In April, the company
said it was furloughing
more than 100,000 workers
after the pandemic forced
the company to shut down
its theme parks. Disney also
cut expenses, slashed exe-
cutive pay and suspended
major projects to save

money.
In June, Disneyland an-

nounced plans to reopen
but Newsom and his advis-
ors persuaded park officials
to hold off.

Disney Executive Chair-
man Bob Iger has been in
direct contact with New-
som throughout the out-
break and is a key member
of Newsom’s Task Force on
Business and Jobs Recovery,
which was created in April
to guide the state’s financial
recovery and create jobs.

However, the prolonged
shutdown became finan-
cially unsustainable for Dis-
ney, said Josh D’Amaro,
chairman of Disney’s parks,
experiences and products
segment, in a memo to staff
on Tuesday.

“As heartbreaking as it is
to take this action, this is
the only feasible option we
have in light of the pro-
longed impact of COVID-19
on our business,” D’Amaro
said.

Dr. Mark Ghaly, Califor-
nia’s Health and Human
Services secretary, said the
Newsom administration ex-
pects to release guidance
this week for the reopening
of theme parks across the
state. The extent of reopen-
ings may depend on the se-
verity of the COVID-19 pan-
demic in the counties
where they are located.

State public health offi-
cials have been meeting
with amusement park rep-
resentatives since the out-
break first began, with re-

cent talks focused on the
complex natures of those
attractions, which have
drawn millions of visitors
annually.

Ghaly noted that initially,
Disneyland and other parks
were not expected to open
until the final stage of the
pandemic recovery, when
herd immunity was estab-
lished.

“When you think about
an amusement park, there’s
components that are in-
door and outdoor and
there’s different things, like
there’s water rides,” Ghaly
said Wednesday. “People
usually come to the parks
for weekends or weeks. It’s
a family event. You’re in ho-
tels and restaurants. If you
keep your guard up while
you’re in the park, you may
take your guard down when
it comes to transmission in
all these related activities.”

Ghaly said the an-
nounced layoffs at the Walt
Disney Co., as well as the
economic toll on other
businesses across the state,
have weighed heavily on
every decision made by
both the Newsom adminis-
tration and local public
health officials.

“Nobody has a playbook
on this,” Ghaly said. “Ideal-
ly, the way that we look at
this is that our choices
around controlling trans-
mission are in fact, helping
us set up for more success
moving our economy for-
ward.”

But not everyone is treat-

ing theme parks this way. In
July, Walt Disney World in
Orlando, Fla., was allowed
to reopen. However, that
Florida allowed Disney
World to reopen should not
be taken as a sign that New-
som should charge forward,
Pollock said.

“They seem to have more
tolerance for outbreaks,”
Pollock said of Florida. “Do
I blame the governor here
for being more conserva-
tive? No.”

He added, however, that
the opening of Disney
World serves as a “natural
experiment” testing
whether the theme park
will become a hotbed for
cases. So far, that hasn’t ap-
peared to be the case, he
said.

“Nothing helps explain
risk like history and the
facts. So they opened up
their theme parks, they did
it under very carefully con-
trolled conditions, and
there hasn’t been a spike,”
he said. “So I think that
theoretically, they may be
able to reopen safely here.”

Glynndana Shevlin, who
has worked at the Disney-
land Resort for 32 years,
said she felt shocked by
news of the layoffs. Her
union, Unite Here Local 11,
expects 950 of its 3,000
members who work at the
resort to be laid off on
Nov. 1.

“I’m in limbo right now,”
she said. “Of course we
want to reopen and work,
but it has to be done safely.”

The closure of Disney-
land has had ripple effects
throughout the city of Ana-
heim, where it is the largest
employer. Unemployment
in the city is at 12%, the
same as during the Great
Recession, according to
Mayor Harry Sidhu.

“This is not a choice be-
tween public health and
the economy,” he said in a
statement. “There is a safe,
responsible middle path ...
We need to begin restoring
our economy in a way that
protects public health and
also allows people to sup-
port their families.”

Before the shutdown, the
Days Inn & Suites by Wynd-
ham Anaheim at Disney-
land Park was often
booked, full of families en-
joying the theme park. Now,
the hotel is at only about
20% occupancy, said gen-
eral manager Ziaul Islam
Syed.

Syed helped manage the
front desk on Wednesday, a
change due to shifting roles
during the pandemic. The
hotel used to be often fully
booked, but now they are
barely scraping by, he said.

“We’re canceling more
bookings than we’re get-
ting,” Syed said.

LA Times staff writer
Taryn Luna contributed to
this report.

Continued from page R1
DISNEY

SOUMYA
KARLAMANGLA, PHIL
WILLON and STEPHANIE
LAI are writers for the Los
Angeles Times.

Cal State Fullerton’s Begovich
Gallery, Grand Central Art Center
and MUZEO Museum & Cultural
Center remain closed. But they
are collaborating on a two-part
exhibit making use of public
space.

Camargo was set to show his
MFA thesis “Origins & Displace-
ments: On Making Sense of Place,
Histories & Possibilities” at Clare-
mont Graduate University’s
gallery, but then the campus shut
down. His photography series ex-
amines the depiction and erasure
of Chicanx and Latinx identity
making use of historical docu-
ments and archived news materi-
al touching on topics related to
gentrification, systematic racism
and police brutality.

Some of the photos in the series
feature Camargo holding signs in
a significant location. In “Y’all
Forget Who Worked Here?” Ca-
margo stands in front of the Ana-
heim Packing House holding a
sign reading “Brown women used
to pack oranges here.”

“People of color get invalidated
sometimes. A lot of that work that
I was doing was looking at history
and trying to bring up this memo-
ry of the folks that were invisible
during that time too,” said Ca-
margo in a June interview with
TimesOC.

Jennifer Frias, director and cu-
rator of the Begovich Gallery, was
familiar with Camargo’s work and
kept thinking about the photogra-
phy series throughout the sum-
mer when protests put social in-
justices on the forefront of peo-
ples’ minds.

“It was very fitting and I saw his
work as not just photographs.

They’re educational tools, a form
of activism or also a form of out-
reach,” said Frias.

Together they figured out a cre-
ative way to put on an exhibit ac-
cessible to the public, no matter
the county’s COVID-19 tier status.

Beginning Oct. 3, volume one
of the series can be viewed from
Grand Central’s 2nd Street prome-
nade while volume two can be
viewed from the storefront of
MUZEO’s Carnegie building and
sign boxes on the corner of south
Anaheim and Broadway streets.

The exhibit purposefully relates
to the city the art spaces are lo-
cated in — each installation fea-
tures Camargo’s research using
the Santa Ana or Anaheim city
historical and digital collections.

“It’s been interesting trying to
figure out how to do things on the
outside of the building instead of
the inside. That’s apparently not
something that anyone had tried
before [at MUZEO],” said Katie
Adams Farell, MUZEO’s interim
executive director.

One of Camargo’s newer pieces

is a photo of him holding a sign in
front of Anaheim City Hall read-
ing that four KKK members were
elected to the City Council in
1924. Frias described it as one of
the more powerful photos in the
show. It’s going to be featured in-
side the MUZEO Historic Car-
negie Library Galleries once it re-
opens on Nov. 21.

Gallery wall space will pose
questions for visitors — “How far
have we come? Where are we go-
ing?” and “How do we get there?”

Farrell said community is im-
portant to the museum’s mission,
and Camargo’s series that extends
inside the galleries is a chance for
visitors to imagine what they
want their community to look like
in the future.

“People are sometimes discour-
aged to go into a museum, but
what if they’re seeing these [out-
ward] displays and it continues
inside?” Frias said. “It becomes
more welcoming.”

Frias later added, “When you
think about murals and bill-
boards, they have this immediacy

to provoke thought and conversa-
tions. They convey messages of
hope in grim times and having
William’s photographs in front of
a façade amplifies that sense of
awareness and a call for resetting
or decanonizing that system.”

Virtual programming related to
the installations are scheduled on
Oct. 13, Nov. 7 and Dec. 5. The ex-
hibit runs until Dec. 31.

3 art spaces collaborate on storefront exhibits

Courtesy of William Camargo

“YA’LL FORGETWhoWorked Here?” by William Camargo, taken in
2020 and part of his master thesis project “Origins & Displacements:
On Making Sense of Place, Histories & Possibilities”
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“DAMN
YA’LL
Were

Violent in
1936!”
2020,

archival
inkjet

print by
William

Camargo.
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Tinto said this type of po-
licing doesn’t have any
meaningful impact on
crime rates and puts these
vulnerable, low-level of-
fenders in jail for long peri-
ods of time.

The financial cost is sig-
nificant, especially during
the pandemic economy.
Taxpayers end up footing
the bill for the costly sting
operations and long-term
jail sentences.

Tinto said because the
undercover policing doesn’t
primarily target high-level
criminals, law enforcement
isn’t going after the root
cause of the crime.

“Spending all that money
doesn’t make us safer,”
Tinto said.

Law enforcement agen-

cies use undercover police
stings because it’s an easy
method to make arrests
and get convictions, Tinto
said. It’s a way to boost the
numbers.

To the layman, entrap-
ment would seem to be a
rock solid defense against
being talked into a crime by
a police officer.

But that’s not the case.
“Entrapment is a very

limited defense,” Tinto said.
The suspect has to show

that they weren’t predis-
posed to saying yes to the
crime offered by the under-
cover officer.

Tinto said that under
most legal standards,
somebody is considered
“predisposed” if they have a
criminal record.

The suspect could have
committed a wholly unre-
lated crime and still be
considered predisposed.

Most jurisdictions hold
that a suspect cannot be
entrapped if they are pre-
disposed.

Tinto said undercover
policing should return to its
traditional state, when it
was limited to catching
high-level criminals.

“When you know some-
body is committing a type
of crime and traditional
methods don’t allow you to
apprehend that individual,
then an undercover polic-
ing technique might be
necessary,” Tinto said.

“But simply going
around and tempting vul-
nerable people, people
down on their luck, people
addicted to drugs, people
who need money, I don’t
think that is effective polic-
ing.”

Continued from page R4
CRIMINALS

benjamin.brazil@latimes.com
Twitter: @_benbrazil

isolate and social distance
from schoolmates.”

The children’s in-home
program, for ages 5 to 18
years old, assists the entire
family. A case worker typi-
cally visits the family at
home and provides parents
strategies to manage their
child’s behaviors or symp-
toms. After the short-term
therapy program is com-
pleted, families can apply
for the center’s post-crisis
services through the Con-
nected Care program.

Since the pandemic, all
programs were switched to
phone or video sessions.
Fujimoto said people have
started to reach out more to
the center as the county has
opened up more within the
state’s red tier restrictions.

The center received
about $200,000 from the
CARES Act about two
months ago and began pro-
viding rental and utility as-
sistance, food, transporta-
tion and other basic needs
to clients. They have until
mid-December to distrib-
ute the money to clients
adversely affected by
COVID-19.

“Mental health is really
being highlighted right
now,” De Almeida said. “I
know there’s been a lot of
talk about what the after-
math might look like as far
as mental health and as-
sessing for any sort of child
abuse because children are
spending so much time at
home. We’re willing and
ready to adapt whenever
that transition happens
again to any sort of nor-
malcy and any possible
peaks [in services] we
might see.”

Continued from page R4
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RANKED TOP 1%
IN THE NATION
• TOP volume Comprehensive Stroke Center in Southern California –
65% of patients back to normal at 90 days

• HIGHEST Level Epilepsy Center (IV), using advanced diagnostics
and minimally invasive robotic surgery

• TOP volume brain tumor program in Southern California

• ONE of a few centers in the U.S. offering vaccine trials for glioblastoma
(brain tumor)

• ONE of a few hospitals in the U.S. to use Augmented Reality for
brain surgery

• ONE of five sites in the U.S. for the NFL Players Association’s Brain
and Body Exam and Milestone Wellness Assessment programs

• FIRST hospital on the West Coast to offer real time image-guided
spinal surgery

• TOP volume Parkinson’s/Deep Brain Stimulator program in
Southern California


