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If there’s one thing Orange County Fair &
Event Center officials have learned during the
coronavirus pandemic it’s that things can,
and will, change at a moment’s notice.

The small group of organizers responsible
for planning the massive OC Fair changed
course in late April, canceling the regional at-
traction — which draws some 1.4 million visi-
tors each year — at the expense of $36 mil-
lion in lost revenue.

Planners retooled yet again this summer,
offering a Virtual OC Fair that allowed teens
to auction off livestock online and featured
juried competitions where locals showed off
photos of their best Zoom backgrounds, pan-
demic haircuts and shelter-in-place baking
attempts.

The O.C. fairgrounds at Costa Mesa has
since offered Drive-Thru Fair Food weekends
and played host to a stream of drive-in con-
certs, shows and spectacles, most recently
the holiday light extravaganza “Night of
Lights OC,” which opens Thursday and runs
through Jan. 10.
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FAIRGOERSENJOY the rideKongaat theOrangeCountyFair in2018.Organizershad tocancel thisyear’s fair but arehopeful for amodifiedversionin2021.

Prepped by a pandemic, organizers
make tentative plans for OC Fair

Raul Roa | Staff Photographer

THINK TOGETHER’S Shalimar Learning Center students, from left, Nataly, Alma, Kimberly,
Leslie and Alondra react to a goat’s sniffs during their visit to the Orange County Fair in July 2017.

BY SARA CARDINE

See Fair, page A4

With the potential coronavirus
fallout from the Thanksgiving hol-
iday still to be fully realized, Or-
ange County virus trends are on a
troubling course, as health offi-
cials on Wednesday reported a
record-high number of new infec-
tions and COVID-19 hospitali-
zations.

Orange County Health Care
Agency officials recorded 2,613
new cases — the highest single-
day total recorded in the county
so far during the pandemic —
bringing the cumulative total of
coronavirus infections to 93,126
cases. With no new deaths re-
ported, fatalities remain at 1,633.

Area hospitals on Wednesday
reported 974 residents were being
treated for COVID-19, with 239 in
intensive care units.

That burden is impacting the
availability of ICU beds, a key
metric in determining how long
Orange County will have to follow
stay-at-home orders issued by the
state on Saturday. Only 11.2% of
countywide beds were still open
as of Wednesday, compared to
13% the day before and 18% Mon-
day.

Health Care Agency Director
and Public Health Officer Dr.
Clayton Chau explained in a
meeting of the Orange County

O.C. has
highest
virus
totals for
one day
Thecountyhealthcare
agency reports 2,613new
coronavirus caseson
Wednesday, as regional
ICUcapacity falls to9%.
BY SARA CARDINE

See Virus, page A4

Orange County prosecutors an-
nounced Tuesday that an alleged
DUI driver who struck and killed
a 12-year-old boy riding his bicy-
cle near Costa Mesa’s TeWinkle
Park on Sunday has been charged
with murder.

Richard Lavalle, 59, of Long
Beach faces one count of murder
for the death of Noel Bascon, who
was riding bicycles with his father
at around 5:55 p.m. Sunday near
the juncture of Junipero and Ar-
lington drives.

The riders had pulled into the
crosswalk when Lavalle, who was
reportedly driving a rented Ford
F-150 pickup truck eastbound on
Arlington, failed to stop at a stop
sign and struck Noel, Costa Mesa
police said.

A witness to the incident tried
to resuscitate the boy, who had

Driver who
struck, killed
12-year-old
boy charged
with murder
BY SARA CARDINE

See Driver, page A2

The Laguna Beach City Council
opted to have Bob Whalen serve a
third consecutive term as mayor
on Tuesday night.

Whalen was nominated for the
position shortly after being sworn
in to begin this third four-year
term on the council. Sue Kempf
was selected as mayor pro tem,
replacing former Councilman
Steve Dicterow in that role.

“I know this is somewhat un-
precedented, but we’re in unprec-
edented times, and we’re in prob-
ably the darkest point of this pan-
demic,” Kempf said in nominat-

ing Whalen, citing his
connections at the county level
and with other mayors. “Bob has
been a great leader through all
this.”

Looking ahead, Whalen said
that the city faces significant pub-
lic health and financial chal-
lenges.

“I certainly appreciate the con-
fidence the other council mem-
bers showed in me to appoint me
again,” Whalen said. “I’ve been
working very hard all year to ad-
dress COVID concerns in the
community, making sure we put
public health and safety first.

“We’ve got challenges ahead,

both health-wise and economy-
wise, so we’re going to have to ad-
dress both of those throughout
the year, so I am looking forward
to another term where I’m hope-
fully continuing to provide some
steady leadership.”

The council welcomed a new
face to its ranks on Tuesday night,
as George Weiss took the oath of
office to join the five-person
panel.

Weiss, who ran on a platform of
fiscal responsibility and transpar-
ency from City Hall, said he also
wants to focus on environmental

Laguna tohaveBobWhalenasmayoragain,
SueKempf is selectedasmayorpro tem
BYANDREWTURNER
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BOBWHALEN is servinghis third consecutive termasLagunaBeachmayor.See Laguna, page A3

Newport Beach swore in its
new mayor and mayor pro tem-
pore — Brad Avery and Kevin
Muldoon — during Tuesday
night’s City Council meeting.

Avery and Muldoon were ap-
pointed by the Newport Beach
City Council to their new posi-
tions as part of the annual reor-
ganization of the seven-person
panel. Also nominated for the
mayoral position for a second
term was previous Mayor Will
O’Neill by new Councilman
Noah Blom. Councilwoman Joy
Brenner nominated herself for
mayor pro tem.

Both appointments were se-
cured by a 6-1 vote, with Blom
and Brenner casting the lone dis-
senting votes in each race.

Avery was elected to the New-

port Beach City Council in 2016
and won his bid for reelection this
year with 59.83% of the votes over
opponent Nancy Scarbrough.
Avery was sworn in Tuesday with
Councilman O’Neill, who ran un-
opposed, and freshman Blom,
who edged out incumbent Jeff
Herdman. Muldoon was elected
to the Newport Beach City Coun-
cil in 2014 and served as mayor
pro tem in 2016. He was mayor for
2017 and followed then-outgoing
Mayor Diane Dixon.

O’Neill said he was thankful to
people who have reached out and
offered their support for him, but
that he felt the city found itself in
a better position than neighbor-
ing cities in the county. O’Neill
said one of the best things that
the city has done was provide its

Newport City Council appoints Brad Avery as
mayor and Kevin Muldoon as mayor pro tem

Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

EVELYN HART, right, administers the oath of office for Brad Avery
while his wife, Julie Clevenger, holds a Bible Tuesday during a
swearing-in ceremony for Newport Beach City Council members.

BY LILLY NGUYEN

See Newport, page A2
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Virtual Consultations • 2 Hour Contactless Installation • CDC Safety Procedures

Brighten your home with
beautiful, natural light.
• Great for kitchens, hallways, and bathrooms

• ACT NOW - 26% Tax Credit ending DEC 31st*
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• Ask about our New Fresh Breeze
Skylight

• ACT NOW - 26% Tax Credit ending
DEC 31st**

*On solar-powered products
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ACT NOW
26% Tax Credit
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fast.
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Use Promo Code: AlohaLA
for Online Orders and Phone Orders,

or bring in Coupon
for In-store Purchases
Minimum of $20 purchase
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COTTON
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STOCKING
STUFFERS!
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YES, WE’RE
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ACROSS
1 Years __; way
back
4 Say
9 Winter months:
abbr.
13 Microwave, e.g.
14 Food processor
speed
15 Prefix meaning
"height"
16 Eat
17 "The Thinker" &
the "Pieta"
19 Suffix for legal
or journal
20 Wallace and
Ditka
21 Luxury Honda
22 Highways and
byways
24 Lemon
meringue __
25 Stir up
27 Sea by
Stockholm
30 Takes a break
31 Appears on the
horizon
33 Initials for
Coretta's hubby
35 TV's "__ Is Us"
36 Couches
37 End-to-end
distance
38 College
hopeful's test
39 Men with kids
40 Barnyard birds
41 __ days;
yesteryear
43 Opposite of
smooth
44 "Put a __ on it!";
cry to a windbag
45 Cat sounds
46 Pandemonium
49 "Been __, done
that"
51 "Grand __ Opry"
54 Lawn game
56 USC or UCLA
57 Fundamentals
58 Bisect
59 Lose color
60 Like pink
cheeks
61 Stopped
62 __ as a fox

DOWN
1 Car rental
agency
2 Benevolence

3 "Come __, come
all!"
4 __ down; turned
over
5 __ in; puts to bed
6 Word of
agreement
7 Morays &
congers
8 House member:

abbr.
9 Spigot
10 Beige
11 __ Rabbit;
fictional critter
12 Baseball great
Sammy __
13 Poem of praise
18 Coin toss call
20 Cathedral

service
23 Pitcher's
delights
24 Shriver &
Dawber
25 Word with
liberal or martial
26 Addict
treatment center
27 Deadly
squeezers
28 Cold &
businesslike
29 Group of
students
31 Easy stride
32 One __ kind;
unique thing
34 Leg joint
36 Make wood
smooth
37 Singe
39 Calmness
under stress
40 Puncture
42 Shiny; lustrous
43 Used foul
language
45 Aggravate
46 Scorch
47 Tramp
48 Curved lines
49 Holier-__-thou
50 On __; waiting
52 Easter flower
53 12/24, for one
55 Pronoun
56 Walk-__; many
NYC apartments

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Jacqueline E.
Mathews

SUDOKU
By The Mepham Group

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit, 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit sudoku.org.uk.

Tribune Media
Services

For answers to the crossword and
Sudoku puzzles, see page A3.

autism, according to the
Orange County district at-
torney’s office.

Police and paramedics
arrived on scene, but Noel
later died in a nearby hos-
pital, Costa Mesa Police
Department spokeswom-
an Roxi Fyad said Monday.

Lavalle was booked for
murder, driving under the
influence and a parole vio-
lation.

His passenger, Lee Anna
Diaz Murphy, 56, of Artesia
was arrested for pos-
session of controlled sub-
stances and unlawful
paraphernalia.

The Orange County dis-
trict attorney’s office, in a
release issued Tuesday,
said Lavalle was previously
convicted of driving under
the influence in San Diego
County in 2013. That pre-
vious DUI conviction al-
lowed prosecutors to file
murder charges related to
Sunday’s incident.

Lavalle now faces a
maximum sentence of 30
years to life in prison if
convicted.

“The unimaginable pain
that this family is being
forced to endure because
of the selfish decision of a
stranger is unconscion-
able,” Orange County D.A.
Todd Spitzer said in Tues-
day’s release.

“I am sick and tired of
my prosecutors having to
go to court to file murder
charges against repeat
drunk and drugged drivers
who have been warned
about the consequences –
sometimes multiple
times,” he continued.
“Taking a Sunday bike ride
with your dad shouldn’t
equate to a death sen-
tence.”

A friend of Noel’s grand-
mother started a
GoFundMe page to raise
funds for the boy’s family.
As of Wednesday after-
noon, close to $19,000 had
been raised.

Continued from page A1
DRIVER

sara.cardine@latimes.com
Twitter: @SaraCardine

residents consistent and
transparent communica-
tion.

“I think in this coming
year, we’re going to owe it
to our residents to contin-
ue that strong, consistent
and transparent communi-
cation because this is going
to be a tough year,” O’Neill
said. “It’s going to start off
tough. It’s going to contin-
ue to be tough and one of
the nice things about this
past year — because you
have to look for silver lin-
ings — has been serving
with [Avery].”

The roles of mayor and
mayor pro tem are largely
ceremonial, but O’Neill
said the pandemic
changed that.

Avery took his place at
the center of the dais after
the vote.

“I think anyone that
takes this seat, especially
for the first time, you’ve got
to be humble,” Avery said.
“It’s really important that
you don’t have all the an-
swers. You’ve got to be able
to reach out to people and I
certainly intend to do that
because I have those feel-
ings of having to meet the
expectations and, really,
the needs of this commu-
nity. I take solace in always
understanding that seven
of us up here have to work
together. One of us really

can’t change much, except
maybe Mr. O’Neill. He’s
made some big changes,
not by any decree, but just
by his personality and his
ability to reach out to peo-
ple.”

“Moving forward, I’m
confident we’ve got a great
council. I’ve seen it,” Avery
added. “I welcome Mr.
Blom to the council and
he’s demonstrated his clear
vision of his commitments
and what he’s about and I
think that’s important. It’s
important to have that and
I know he will represent his
constituency going for-
ward.”

Avery said that it was
“something” to see O’Neill
go into action in March at
the start of the pandemic.

“It’s one thing to inherit
it as I’m doing, it’s another
to just get hit with it right
from the very start,” Avery
said.

At his first council meet-
ing, Blom thanked his wife,
Marin, for her support. He
said he was extremely hon-

ored to represent his dis-
trict.

“Growing up here, being
raised here, spending all
my time here — you have a
different view of what this
city is. Leaving and experi-
encing the rest of the world
and getting the opportuni-
ty to make it back has been
one of the greatest things
in my life,” Blom said.
“Building businesses here
and family and seeing us
grow, rise and adjust,
there’s nothing like it in this
world.”

“No matter what hap-
pens on any other side, I
will always speak from my
heart and do what I believe
is right and there is no
swaying me,” Blom added.
“I think most of us know
that, especially my wife. I
will do everything in my
power to make this the
greatest city that I can,”

O’Neill thanked the vot-
ers for allowing him to
serve again on the City
Council and his family and
friends for their continued
support.

“Throughout this year,
we have seen the good that
can be accomplished when
our city is built on a firm
foundation of kindness,
neighborliness, charity and
resilience,” O’Neill said.
“Indeed, that kind of resil-
ience shows up most in the
relationships that we have.”

Continued from page A1
NEWPORT

lilly.nguyen@latimes.com
Twitter: @lillibirds

Scott Smeltzer

NOAH BLOM holds up his
hand during a swearing-in
ceremony on Tuesday.
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CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS

and housing issues on the
dais.

“I want to work on af-
fordable housing in 2021
and really make it a reality
that we can embrace,”
Weiss said.

“I know it will take years
to do, but I think we’re on
the right track. I’m going to
be on the Housing and Hu-
man Services committee
with Bob to do that.”

With coronavirus trans-
mission rates creating pub-
lic health concerns state-
wide, another stay-at-home
order was recently issued
by the state. The order will
remain in effect for a min-
imum of three weeks, until
at least Dec. 28 in Orange
County.

Public comments during
the Laguna Beach City
Council meeting included a
restaurant worker asking
for residents to patronize
their local restaurants.

The staff reports portion
saw appeals to residents to
shop local and to also com-
ply with the rules of the
stay-at-home order.

City Manager John Pietig
indicated that the city
would take an education-
first approach as it relates
to compliance from restau-
rants, but he warned that
the city would consider en-
forcement, including re-
porting an establishment
for violations or issuing
fines, if necessary.

“We’re all in this to-

gether,” Pietig said. “In or-
der to come out of this, we
have to cooperate, we have
to follow the protocols, and
then hopefully we can
come out of this soon, and
then hopefully in the next
several months, the vaccine
will take effect.”

Kempf said that restau-
rant owners in town have
been taking COVID-19 pro-
tocols seriously, adding,
“We are sympathetic to
them.” She also said that
business recovery in town
would be a priority for her
going forward.

A quiet Forest Avenue in
downtown Laguna Beach
on Wednesday afternoon
suggested that many have
chosen to follow the stay-
at-home order, despite it
having dealt the latest blow
to restaurants and retailers
during the holiday season.

Whalen said he is pleased

with the community’s com-
pliance to this point in the
face of what he character-
ized as a “difficult” and
“heartbreaking” situation.

“It is very difficult to see
the businesses suffering
down there because there
just aren’t shoppers down
there,” Whalen said in ob-
serving the light traffic at
what has become a popular
area in town in the Prome-
nade on Forest.

“We are encouraging
people to shop local and to
support our merchants.
When I was down there the
other day, I was very im-
pressed that the merchants
were complying with the
order and they were regu-
lating the number of people
who could go into the
buildings.”

Continued from page A1
LAGUNA

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

SUE KEMPFwas chosen to replace former Councilman
Steve Dicterow as mayor pro tem in Laguna Beach.

andrew.turner@latimes.com
Twitter: @ProfessorTurner
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RITZY LUNCH IS BACK!

RESERVE YOUR TABLE TODAY
949-673-6585

Traditional Holiday Fare I Served Through December 31st
Wednesday - Friday 11:30am - 4pm

NOW OPEN FOR OUTDOOR DINING & TAKEOUT

A GIFT IN GOOD TASTE
Earn $20 In BungalowBucks For Every $100Gift Card Purchased

*Purchase Now In Any Denomination Through January 2nd

TheBungalowRestaurant.com

the holidays are still happening at

2441 East Coast Highway Corona del Mar, CA 92625

NOTICETOCREDITORSOFBULKSALE
(SEC.6106-6107U.C.C.)

EscrowNo.9450
Noticeisherebygiventocreditorsofthewithinnamedsellerthatabulksale
isabouttobemadeoftheassetsdescribedbelow.
Thename(s) andbusiness addresses of the seller are: VILLA FLORACARE
HOMES,INC.,at10092BISMARKDRIVE,HUNTINGTONBEACH,CA92646.
ThelocationinCaliforniaofthechiefexecutiveofficeoftheselleris:SAME
As listedbytheseller, all otherbusinessnamesandaddressesusedby the
sellerwithinthreeyearsbeforethedatesuchlistwassentordeliveredtothe
buyer are: VILLA FLORA CARE HOMES, INC. AND ADAL ENTERPRISES at
10092 BISMARK DRIVE, HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA 92646; VILLA FLORA
CAREHOMESAT2750LORENZOAVE.,COSTAMESA,CA92626;ANDVILLA
FLORA CARE HOMES AT 18480 SANTA ALBERTA CIRCLE, FOUNTAIN
VALLEY,CA92708.
Thenames andbusiness addresses of thebuyer are: REAALIMat 3480E.
PARADUXXPRIVADO,ONTARIO,CA91762.
The assets to be sold are described in general as: BUSINESS, INVENTORY
FOR SALE, MACHINERY, FURNITURE, FIXTURES AND OTHER NAMES,
TRADENAMESANDTRADEMARKS,LOGOS,COPYRIGHTSANDPATENTS,
SIGNSANDADVERTISINGMATERIALS, TELEPHONEANDFAXNUMBERS,
WEB SITES, URL NAMES, E-MAIL ADDRESSES, ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE,
VENDOR LISTS AND CATALOGS, GOODWILL, AGREEMENTS NOT TO
COMPETE, FRANCHISEAGREEMENTS, DISTRIBUTIONRIGHTS, EMPLOYEE
LISTSANDINFORMATION,COMPUTERANDCUSTOMERSOFTWARE,AND
CUSTOMER DEPOSITS of that certain business known as VILLA FLORA
CAREHOMESlocatedat:2750LORENZOAVE.,COSTAMESA,CA92626, IN
THECOUNTYOFORANGE,STATEOFCALIFORNIA
Thebusinessnameusedbytheselleratthatlocationis:VILLAFLORACARE
HOMES
Theanticipateddateofthebulksale is:DECEMBER30,2020attheofficeof:
BEACH PACIFIC ESCROW, INC., 7372 PRINCE DRIVE #101, HUNTINGTON
BEACH,CA92647-4573
The bulk sale is subject to California Uniform Commercial Code Section
6106.2.
Ifsosubjectthenameandaddressofthepersonwithwhomclaimsmaybe
filedis:PJGARCIA,BEACHPACIFICESCROW,INC.,7372PRINCEDRIVE#101,
HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA 92647-4573, and the last date for filing claims
shallbeDECEMBER29,2020,whichisthebusinessdaybeforethesaledate
specifiedabove.
Dated:DECEMBER1,2020
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Board of Supervisors on
Tuesday that the county is
one of 11 included in a
Southern California region
whose combined ICU avail-
ability must be 15% or
higher for lockdown orders
to be lifted.

“Once we’re in the lock-
down, we stay in the lock-
down for three weeks,” he
said. “At the end of week
three, the state will look at
the ICU capacity projected
out four weeks. If the region
is 15% or above, the entire
region would be off the
lockdown.”

The California Depart-
ment of Public Health on
Wednesday placed the
Southern California region’s
ICU capacity at 9%.

The adjusted seven-day
average of new cases per
100,000 residents now

stands at 30.3 — the highest
on record so far — while
the county’s seven-day av-
erage testing positivity rate
has reached 10.6% with
15,592 tests reported by
agency officials.

Here are the latest cumu-
lative coronavirus case
counts and COVID-19
deaths for select cities in
Orange County:

• Santa Ana: 17,998 cases;
338 deaths

• Anaheim: 15,695 cases;
353 deaths

• Huntington Beach:
3,875 cases; 92 deaths

• Costa Mesa: 3,130 cases;
47 deaths

• Irvine: 3,343 cases; 16
deaths

• Newport Beach: 1,645
cases; 26 deaths

• Fountain Valley: 1,107
cases; 21 deaths

• Laguna Beach: 366
cases; fewer than five
deaths

Here are the case counts

by age group, followed by
deaths:

• 0 to 17: 8,055 cases; one
death

• 18 to 24: 13,518 cases;
four deaths

• 25 to 34: 19,658 cases;
23 deaths

• 35 to 44: 14,719 cases; 41
deaths

• 45 to 54: 15,095 cases;
124 deaths

• 55 to 64: 11,259 cases;
229 deaths

• 65 to 74: 5,686 cases;
321 deaths

• 75 to 84: 2,936 cases;
356 deaths

• 85 and older: 2,139
cases; 534 deaths

Updated figures are
posted daily at occovid19
.ochealthinfo.com/corona
virus-in-oc. For information
on getting tested, visit
occovid19.ochealthinfo.com/
covid-19-testing.

Continued from page A1
VIRUS
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“If the pandemic has
taught us anything, it’s that

you have to stay on your
toes,” OCF&E Chief Execu-
tive Michele Richards said
Tuesday. “You have to stay
fluid and ready to change
direction at any given mo-

ment. And, to the extent
you can, you need to be
able to look ahead and have
lots of contingencies.”

Now, Richards and her
colleagues are preparing to
let pandemic uncertainty
carry them into a new cal-
endar year, daring to imag-
ine how a 2021 OC Fair
might look and remaining
ever hopeful that, in one
way or another, the show
might go on.

In an Oct. 12 meeting of
the OC Fair & Event Center
Board, Richards presented
a rough sketch for a modi-
fied 18-day fair that would
run from July 16 through
Aug. 8 and limit capacity to
30,000 visitors per day —
about 50% of the event’s
traditional attendance.

Richards said Tuesday
that attendance level re-
flects the capacity of out-
door areas with 6-foot so-
cial distancing in place and
provides a good middle
ground from which organ-
izers could pivot in either
direction if needed.

Tickets would be pur-
chased in advance, and
gate transactions would be
contactless, she told board
members. Super passes
could not be sold, because
crowd counts would have

to be predetermined.
Indoor exhibits, competi-

tions and merchants would
move outdoors, and the
number of concessionaires
would likely be reduced,
while attendance in the Pa-
cific Amphitheatre would
also be capped at 50%.

Fair officials are in on-
going talks with Orange
County Health Care Agency
Director and Public Health
Officer Dr. Clayton Chau,
who’s helped organizers
understand how several dif-
ferent state reopening
guidelines — pertaining to
retail shopping, dining and
outdoor events — could be
applied to fair operations.

“When you begin to
break it down into different
pieces, you begin to see the
possibility of a fair happen-
ing next year,” Richards
said.

Of course, with the co-
ronavirus pandemic still
ongoing, health officials
have indicated to organ-
izers several criteria would
have to be met for an in-
person fair to take place.

For example, there would
have to be an approved
COVID-19 vaccine on the
market, and it would have
to be widely distributed
and accepted in Orange

County, to the point where
the county’s immunity level
was between 65% and 80%.

Fair officials are already
considering how plans
might be adjusted if virus
rates were to suddenly de-
crease or continue un-
abated.

In a Nov. 13 budget study
session, officials looked at
the center’s 2021 budget
and considered the impacts
of a 50%-capacity modified
OC Fair. Estimates place ex-
penses at around $13.9 mil-
lion and revenues as high
as $20.3 million — for
$6.4 million in net pro-
ceeds.

That’s a bit of good news
in a fiscal-year budget still
operating at a loss from
typical years. Officials an-

ticipate $35.3 million in ex-
penses and $23.5 million in
revenue, forecasting an
$11.8-million deficit in the
year ahead.

During the November
study session, OCFEC
Board Vice Chair Doug La
Belle expressed cautious
optimism about a modified
fair, the plans for which will
be formalized in the
months ahead.

“Well, half a pie is better
than no pie at all,” he sur-
mised. “I would also sug-
gest that we look at one-
third of the pie.”

Richards acknowledged
Tuesday plans are still very
tentative. In a worst-case
coronavirus scenario, the
2021 OC Fair could be re-
configured into a drive-
through event.

But one thing is certain,
she said. “There will be
something, absolutely —
we will not let summer go
by without some celebra-
tion of the OC Fair,” she
vowed. “We understand
how badly people want the
fair back, because we feel
the same way. And we’re
working to make that hap-
pen.”
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“Well, half a pie
is better than
no pie at all. I
would also
suggest that we
look at
one-third of the
pie.”

— Doug La Belle
OCFEC Board Vice Chair


