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When author Sarah Rafael Gar-
cía’s LibroMobile began taking up
space in a Santa Ana back alley off
4th and Spurgeon streets, the pur-
pose was to cultivate diversity
through books. The past year has
been about how to take up space
online to survive.

LibroMobile’s Literary Arts Festi-
val is going virtual on Saturday
from noon to 8 p.m. The free one-
day event will present a mix of live
readings, workshops and music.

When curating the festival line-
up García and Marilynn Montaño,
the bookstore’s social media and
event coordinator, focused on lo-
cal and visiting artists who have
supported the bookstore, Santa
Ana or who have elevated the
voices of Black and indigenous
people of color.

Viewers can expect book, art
vendor and business recom-
mendations, drag queen story-
time, a Vietnamese American Arts
& Letters Assn. collaboration and a
performance from the band
Apollo Bebop.

Some of the featured poets and
writers include Tamara Hattis, Do-
nato Martinez, Sheila J. Sadr, Ga-
briel San Román (who is also a
TimesOC contributor), Luis Hum-
berto Navejas and Ernesto Cisner-
os.

David Lopez, a queer Latino
writer and librarian for O.C. Public
Library, will be awarded the Mod-
esta Avila Award.

The original iteration of Libro-
Mobile, which still exists, started
as a repurposed garden cart trav-
eling through the area — in the
same vein as a street-food-vend-
ing cart. A year later, García moved
into a 200-square-foot bookstore
and launched a festival.

“Until 2018 I had not presented
even in my local library as a writer
or an author, even though my first
book came out in 2008,” García
said. “Experiencing that brings on
a lot of trauma because you are so
proud to come from this commu-
nity. We go back to what inspired
us to be who we are, and it’s usu-
ally our childhood hometowns,
our culture, relevant role models
we had growing up that encour-

aged us to be the artists or writers
that we are — yet the city doesn’t
take pride in this.”

Organizers said the motivation
behind the festival was to not only
build a platform creating visibility
for local writers and artists but to
also invest in Santa Ana mone-
tarily. García made it a point to pay

festival performers as much as Li-
broMobile could in a modest
stipend. Staff members such as
book advisors and web content
managers, who are either artists or
local youth, are paid from book
sales and grant funding.

The bookstore didn’t open to
the public throughout the co-

ronavirus pandemic. Instead, all
efforts went toward going virtual.

“That was really hard for me be-
cause I’m 46 years old and I went
to undergrad before the internet
existed. I’m not someone who is
savvy on Instagram, I didn’t even

Literary Arts Festival spotlights local and visiting artists of color

Kevin Chang
Staff Photographer

SARAH RAFAEL
GARCIA
is founder and
curator of
LibroMobile, a
literary project in
Santa Ana featuring
bookmobile exhibits,
creative workshops
and live readings.

See Festival, page R2
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More than 6,600 people have
signed an online petition de-
manding the resignation of a re-
cently elected Placentia-Yorba
Linda Unified board member
who was present at a rally that
led to the siege of the U.S. Capi-
tol.

Leandra Blades has been lam-
basted in the past week since she
and a group of friends attended a
Trump rally in Washington, D.C.,
that turned into a violent attack.

Blades denied her involvement
in the siege in a Facebook post
that has since been deleted.

She said she was present at the
rally, but left to meet with friends
and get lunch after she heard of
the violence unfolding within the
Capitol building.

“At no time did I incite, con-
done or encourage any violence
or rioting,” she wrote.

“At no time did I go inside the
Capitol. There have been many
people on social media making
these false allegations. These are
people who have attacked me in
the past for my political views
and others who I have never met.

“What they are saying is com-
pletely false. The history inside
the Capitol is immense, as well as
the beauty inside, which should
be respected by all who enter. As
a retired police officer I would
never want to make fellow law
enforcement officers job harder
than it is.”

Blades addressed the issue last
week on a Youtube interview
with Andy Falco, who describes
himself as a CBD expert, author
and speaker.

She said she was in D.C. for a
“girls’ trip,” but also planned on
seeing Trump speak.

“I haven’t had a girls’ trip in
years, in years,” Blades said. “I
can’t remember the last time I
had a girls’ trip. So to go with
these two other girls, I mean it
was like, it was seriously like hav-
ing a slumber party...”

Blades did not respond to mes-
sages from TimesOC seeking
comment on Tuesday.

Her comments were not good
enough for many supporters of
the petition.

“A person who has power to
oversee what our children learn
should not align herself with an
extremist group that espouses
the overturning of a democratic
election,” one supporter wrote in
the comment section of the peti-
tion.

“No person that actively par-

School
board
member
under
pressure
Petition seeks resignation
of aPlacentia-YorbaLinda
trusteewhowas in
Washington,D.C., theday
of theU.S.Capitol siege.
BY BEN BRAZIL
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This story was produced with
support from the Asian American
Journalists Assn. and AARP, a non-
partisan organization dedicated
to empowering people 50 and old-
er to choose how they live as they
age.

Before the coronavirus pan-
demic, June Bai’s weeks were
filled with a diverse range of ac-
tivities she looked forward to do-
ing.

Bai, 69, enjoyed the freedom
she had to attend dance and tai
chi classes and evenings at the
symphony.

That all came to an end when
the country began shutting down
in March.

“Because of the pandemic, all
those social activities were can-
celed, so I couldn’t engage with
people,” she said through an in-
terpreter, Eileen Ni, director of
community wellness at the Santa
Ana-based nonprofit Asian
American Senior Citizens Service
Center (AASCSC). “I lost my joy. I
could only stay at home and take
care of my father. That’s the only
thing I could do.”

Like many people across the
country, Bai has struggled to ad-
just to the new reality brought on
by the coronavirus pandemic.

Multiple nonprofit organiza-
tions providing direct services to
Asian Americans, who account
for roughly 20% of Orange Coun-
ty’s population, said seniors like
Bai are among the most vulnera-
ble within the population. Lead-
ers within those groups say
they’ve seen a rise in mental
health issues including isolation,

stress, depression and anxiety
among seniors throughout the
last nine months.

Jennifer Wang, chief operating
officer of AASCSC, said some sen-
iors it serves learned about the
coronavirus in January through
loved ones in Asia. With that in-
formation, some opted to begin
quarantining at that time and
have been doing so since then.

“And they are a very high-risk
population,” Wang said. “They
know that their age and physical
condition is not in their favor.”

It has been challenging for sen-
iors who, prior to the pandemic,
led active lives by taking the bus.
Lorraine Tuala, program manager
at the Orange County Asian Pa-
cific Islander Community Alli-
ance, said even if seniors want to
go out, they know they’re more
vulnerable to severe conse-
quences of the virus.

Mary Anne Foo, founder and
executive director of the commu-
nity alliance, said the pandemic
has increased isolation for Asian
American seniors who were al-
ready homebound because hav-
ing visitors is risky.

“We’ve seen lots of anxiety, de-
pression and people needing re-
sources in general,” Tuala said.

Cypress resident Kyung Sook
Kwon, 75, lives with her daughter
and two grandsons, which has
kept her from feeling isolated.

She said the biggest challenge
for her has been staying inside for
so long. Prior to the pandemic,
she would go grocery shopping,
exercise outside and meet with
friends.

She does her best to stay in-
doors now because she worries

about getting the virus. But it has
been a challenge because she
often feels cooped up, she said.

For some Cambodian seniors,
the stay-at-home orders have
triggered trauma they experi-
enced under the rule of the
Khmer Rouge regime, under
which more than 2 million people

died.
“A lot of times, our community

members don’t say it, but when
they tell stories, it’s triggering,”
said Amina Sen-Matthews, health
and mental health program di-
rector at Santa Ana-based non-

Courtesy of the LOVE Coalition

THELOVEOURVulnerableandElderlyCoalitionhasdistributed foodandbasicnecessities toAsianAmericanseniorsduring theCOVID-19pandemic.

Extending a helping hand
Orange County nonprofits have responded to
the impact of the coronavirus pandemic on
Asian American seniors and business owners.

Courtesy of AASCSC
A COMMUNITY volunteer delivers gifts to a senior father as part of
an effort by the Asian American Senior Citizens Service Center to
help seniors feel less isolated during the pandemic.

BYAGNES CONSTANTE

See Helping, page R5
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ticipates in overthrowing
our democratic process
should have any participa-
tion in choices that affect
these children’s educa-
tional environment,” an-
other commenter wrote.
“Resign Now!”

The Placentia-Yorba
Linda Unified School Dis-
trict posted an online
statement last week.

”... Board members may
make public statements
and participate in public
discourse on matters of
civic or community inter-
est and utilize their right to
freely express their person-
al views,” the statement
reads.

“Board members also
have a responsibility to
identify personal view-
points as such and not as
the viewpoint of the Board
and the Placentia-Yorba
Linda Unified School Dis-

trict.
“To the extent any public

statements were made by
or about any individual
Board member concerning
the events that took place
on Jan. 6 in Washington,
D.C., we want to be clear
that those statements were
not viewpoints shared by
the Board or the Placentia-
Yorba Linda Unified School
District.”

Continued from page R1
PETITION

benjamin.brazil@latimes.com
Twitter: @_benbrazil

use [IG] stories before the
pandemic,” García said.

She held weekly Insta-
gram TV sessions and is
holding the festival through
the same platform this year.

In mid-2020, García hired
Xochitl Vallez as a web con-
tent manager to help the
bookstore transition to on-
line selling.

Vallez first met García in
2009 when she was 13 years
old through Barrio Writers, a
free creative college-level
writing program for teens.
Vallez’s single mother
wanted her and her sister
Anatalia Vallez (who pub-
lished a book last year) to
have a place to go during
the summer, and she found
the program advertised in a
flier through Libreria Mar-
tinez, a Santa Ana bookstore
that closed in 2012.

Vallez was diagnosed with
rheumatoid arthritis a year
prior to participating in Bar-
rio Writers. She said her di-

agnosis changed the trajec-
tory of her life. She had
trouble getting to class and
having the energy to partici-
pate. She ended up finishing
high school completely on-
line. Now that she’s taking a
variety of courses through
community colleges, she
wonders how her studies
could translate to a job in
the near future.

“A lot of disabled folks
have been asking for years
to be able to do remote
work,” Vallez said. “For me
personally, my body doesn’t
just go whenever I ask it to.
It doesn’t work that way. A
lot of places denied that this
[remote way of working]
was productive. Apparently
it’s doable when abled peo-
ple have to go online.”

The current work that she
does through LibroMobile
allows her to work remotely
with flexible hours. Vallez
has been key in managing
the online catalog of books
for sale and website produc-
tion. She’s also brainstorm-
ing how to incorporate
more tech for accessibility.

Among the bookstore’s
newest online programs are
book reviews from contrib-
uting writers and a podcast
set to launch next month,
which will be available with
audio transcripts.

“We didn’t realize we were
ignoring a whole other
population of readers and
book lovers when we
weren’t virtual,” García said.
“That has been a huge les-
son learned and it’s some-
thing that we said no matter
what we’re going to contin-
ue.”

Continued from page R1
FESTIVAL

IF YOU GO
What: LibroMobile’s 3rd
Literary Arts Festival
When: Saturday from noon
to 8 p.m.
Where: Instagram
Cost: Free
Info: libromobile.com/
literary-arts-festival

vera.castaneda@latimes.com
Twitter: @vera_fyd

The city of Irvine has set-
tled a 1st Amendment law-
suit that alleged former
Irvine Mayor Christina
Shea blocked a resident on
Facebook from posting af-
ter he posted comments on
her personal page in sup-
port of the Black Lives Mat-
ter movement.

Irvine resident Lamar
West claimed that Shea vio-
lated his rights by blocking
his ability to engage in
open discussion during a
critical period of debate in
the country regarding po-
lice brutality and racism.

The city settled for nearly
$40,000. Irvine also spent
more than $80,000 in legal
fees.

“This is a huge step in the
right direction for the peo-
ple!” West said Monday in
an emailed statement.
“Public officials need to be
held accountable for their
actions especially when
they affect our constitu-
tional rights.

“I’d like to urge all the
young, black, people of col-
or, residents of Irvine and
other cities to continue
fighting injustices wherever
they may exist. Let’s contin-
ue making our cities safe
and inclusive for the cur-
rent and future generations
to come.”

As the lawsuit has prog-
ressed since July, Shea has
been dismissive of West’s
claims against her. Shea,
who was running to keep
her mayoral seat, once con-
tended that the lawsuit was
a “political maneuver” by
her opponents.

On Monday, Shea echoed
similar sentiments.

“I did the right thing,”
Shea said. “I defended my
right to protect my friends
and my family from their
aggression and their hostil-
ity, and he didn’t win the
case, he won nothing. He
didn’t win his 1st Amend-
ment defense, he didn’t win
anything. He just wanted to
get this attorney paid off,
obviously. That’s why that
was settled.”

Shea disagreed with the
decision to settle the case
and said it set a bad prece-

dent for the city.
“What we’re doing is that

we’re allowing individuals
in our city to believe that if
they want to just sue for
whatever reason, some friv-
olous point of view, that we
are just going to settle and
everybody is going to feel
comfortable to come to the
city,” Shea said.

Baum, Hedlund, Aristei
and Goldman, the firm rep-
resenting West, withdrew a
motion over the summer
for a preliminary injunction
calling for Shea to unblock
him and others who posted
similar sentiments in sup-
port of the movement.

That was done in re-
sponse to Shea making her
disputed Facebook profile
completely private and ac-
cessible to only her friends.

The city of Irvine posted
an online comment about
the settlement on Dec. 9,
the day after Farrah Khan
was sworn in as the new
mayor.

While the city of Irvine’s
comment on the settlement
pointed out that the case
settled without an admis-
sion of liability, it was a
strong rebuke of Shea’s ac-
tions.

“While arguments can be
made that the City could
have successfully defended
the lawsuit at trial, there
can be no question that this
whole situation could have
been avoided had former
Mayor Shea not blocked the
users and deleted the
posts,” the post reads.

“The City of Irvine holds
itself to high standards. It
encourages robust discus-
sion of important public is-
sues, and it disapproves of
actions that silence the
voices of those with oppos-
ing points of view. Putting
aside the question of what
is ‘legal,’ the City believes
that former Mayor Shea’s
actions did not meet the
City’s standards and expec-
tations.”

Shea said the new City
Council decided the fate of
the lawsuit. She would have
chosen differently.

“If I had not lost the elec-
tion, I would have pursued
this case to the end,” Shea
said.

Shea first came under fire
in early June for deleting
and blocking comments
supportive of the Black
Lives Matter movement on
her Facebook page. At the
time, she contended that
the page was for personal
use, and that she had a
separate Facebook page for
public dialogue. Public offi-
cials are legally allowed to
hold private social media
accounts.

However, Shea posted
similar statements on both
pages during the Black
Lives Matter protests in
June, and the complaint
says that Shea has used her
profile “since its inception
... to disseminate informa-
tion regarding mayoral and
city council activities ... all
with greater frequency than
her [official] page.”

Shea’s comments in June
— made amid nationwide
protests that were sparked
after the death of George
Floyd — were strongly in
support of her police de-
partment and critical of
protesters. They provoked

heated discussion on her
page.

“We have been named
one of the Safest Cities in
America for 15 years in a
row and I will not agree to
reduce our public safety
funding especially after see-
ing the violence we have
endured as a nation this
past week. If you are com-
ing into Irvine to promote
an agenda, and protest for
lesser public safety protec-
tion, best you turn around
and find another city to
compromise,” Shea wrote
on her personal Facebook
page on June 3, according
to the lawsuit.

Many responded criti-
cally to Shea’s post, includ-
ing West, a Black man.

“Like other educated
people have mentioned, it’s
OK for you to support the
movement and not defund
the police but you don’t
want to do either. I can hear
the racist ancestors of yours
in this post, and it’s sicken-
ing. Enjoy your position
while it [lasts],” West wrote,
according to the complaint.

West was blocked soon
after the post.

Shea received criticism
from the Thurgood Mar-
shall Bar Assn., Orange
County’s only Black bar as-
sociation, the Knight First
Amendment Institute and
the ACLU of Southern Cali-
fornia for her actions on
Facebook.

“When government offi-
cials use social media
clearly in their governmen-
tal capacities, then if they
are going to allow com-
ments, they can’t discrimi-
nate on the basis of the
content of those com-
ments,” Peter Eliasberg,
chief counsel and 1st
Amendment attorney with
the ACLU of Southern Cali-
fornia, said in June prior to
the lawsuit being filed.
“Government officials can
act as private citizens and
use social media as private
citizens, in those cases they
are free to choose whether
they want to delete com-
ments or allow them or
pick or choose among
them.

“There is quite a bit of of-
ficial content on both of
[Shea’s] pages, and we do
have serious concerns
about Mayor Shea’s block-
ing comments on one of
her Facebook sites.”

Michele Goodwin, Chan-
cellor’s Professor of Law at
UCI Law, agreed that the
question of legality is a
complicated one if politi-
cians post on both their
personal and official ac-
counts.

“If her Facebook account
is her personal [one] then
she can do what she wants
to on that account,” Good-
win said in June. “But what
we have seen in recent
years is politicians blurring
those lines, using those
platforms to express their
official views.”

Goodwin said even if
Shea’s actions are legal, she
doesn’t agree with them.

“It’s not always what is le-
gal that happens to be what
is right,” Goodwin said.

Irvine settles lawsuit filed against former mayor Shea
BY BEN BRAZIL

Raul Roa | Staff Photographer

TWOSTUDENTS fromBeckmanHighSchool in IrvineorganizedaBlackLivesMatterprotest at the IrvineCivicCenteronJune13.

benjamin.brazil@latimes.com
Twitter: @_benbrazil
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There was a time when I enjoyed all that space. But the last few years, it just became far more than
I wanted to deal with. At Walnut Village I have my own place that fits me perfectly, and the freedom
to do other things. New things. With new people. Home is where the heart is, and mine is here.

Mac
Walnut Villager
world traveler
dog walker

L I M I T E D - T I M E
O F F E R

Ask about a $5,000 incentive
towards moving costs.

Email us at walnutvillagesales@frontporch.net WA L N U T V I L L A G E . O R G 8 6 6 . 9 8 3 . 6 7 6 3

8 9 1 S . W A L N U T S T A N A H E I M , C A 9 2 8 0 2

We’re an equal opportunity housing provider. LIC# 306000961 COA# 197

MY HOUSE
HAD
OUTGROWN
ME.

As Orange County ex-
pands its COVID-19 vaccine
distribution, UC Irvine re-
searchers are developing a
vaccine that could prevent
other coronavirus outbreaks
in the future.

The vaccine, which will be
designed to target known
and unknown strains of the
coronavirus, is envisioned as
a long-term answer to the
virus. It could be all the
more crucial as new strains

have emerged in the United
Kingdom and South Africa.

“Our vaccine is not only
targeting COVID-19 — it’s
also targeting the viruses
that caused previous out-
breaks,” UC Irvine professor
Lbachir BenMohamed said.

“Don’t forget that we had
several outbreaks in the last
20 years. It just happened
that the outbreak that hap-
pened in 2019 is more dan-
gerous because the virus
transmitted faster. But we
did have other other co-

ronavirus outbreaks back in
2003, in 2008 and 2015. But
they were contained. They
were contained very quickly
before they transmitted
worldwide.”

BenMohamed said the
vaccine will also target
forms of the viruses carried
by bats and pangolins.
These viruses could spread
to human populations in
the future.

“There is no guarantee
that there will be no other
COVIDs in the future,” Ben-

Mohamed said.
The researchers have

been working on the vaccine
since January 2020. Months
later, the team received a
$3.7-million National Insti-
tutes of Health grant.

The vaccines currently be-
ing distributed that were
produced by Pfizer, Mod-
erna and AstraZeneca all tar-
get the spike protein of the
virus, which is a protein ex-
pressed on the surface of the
virus.

But, the UC Irvine vaccine

targets several other pro-
teins in addition to the spike
protein. Each of these pro-
teins provoke a unique
immune response.

BenMohamed said they
are currently in the pre-clini-
cal phase of the research
and are testing forms of the
vaccine on animal models.
He hopes to move onto the
first phase of clinical trials
by June.

The researchers have to
work their way through
three phases of testing be-

fore the vaccine can be ap-
proved and distributed.

Meanwhile, Orange
County is ramping up its
vaccine distribution by
opening “super” sites. Dis-
neyland will be one of five
vaccination centers.

The county also an-
nounced this week that resi-
dents 65 and older are eligi-
ble to receive the COVID-19
vaccine.

UCIdevelopingvaccine targetingall coronaviruses
BY BEN BRAZIL

benjamin.brazil@latimes.com
Twitter: @_benbrazil

UC Irvine’s East Asian Collec-
tion celebrated its 30th anniversa-
ry in 2020 and has extended its
exhibition programming hon-
oring the anniversary through
November 2021.

A preview inside the largest col-
lection of items in Orange County
related to China, Japan and Korea
are showcased in the virtual ex-
hibit “From I-Ching to Manga:
UCI’s East Asian Collection Cele-
brating 30 Years.”

The collection was established
in 1990 to serve on-campus re-
search and teaching. Ying Zhang,
exhibit curator and research li-
brarian for Asian Studies, said
East Asian studies were expand-
ing in the U.S. at the time, and
many students were coming from
China.

In 2017, the Los Angeles Times
described the campus as “located
in what used to be a largely white
Republican community, home
now to so many Asians that peo-
ple joke that UCI stands for ‘Uni-
versity of Chinese Immigrants.’”

Zhang’s predecessor William
Wong was the first Asian studies
librarian hired to create the col-
lection and he put an emphasis
on poems, novels and short sto-
ries. At the start, the library
housed 8,000 volumes of Chinese
books, and the collection has
grown to include more than
120,000 volumes in multiple lan-
guages.

Zhang said the manga stories
from Shonen, a popular Japanese
magazine, are significant since
they include issues from 1959 to
1995 and are believed to be a rare
complete collection in the U.S.
Readers can track cultural and

economic changes throughout
generations in the manga collec-
tion.

Zhang and John Sisson, re-
search librarian for biological sci-
ences, co-hosted an online dis-
cussion Thursday about how ani-
me and manga call the attention
of both students and the sur-
rounding communities to the col-
lection.

“More students are really inter-
ested in this recent scholarship,
trying to understand what’s been
going on in the last 10 years or 20
years,” Sisson said. “A 20-year-old
manga is like the Dark Ages for
them, and the fact that we have
these collections going back to
the 1950s allows people to go in

depth.”
“Astro Boy,” originally known in

Japan as “Tetsuwan Atomu” or
“Mighty Atom,” is a manga series
written by Osamu Tezuka in the
1950s and ‘60s that was adapted
to run as a mostly black-and-
white animated TV series. It’s
credited as the first anime and
was adapted to the U.S. for NBC
in 1963. The Astro Boy series was
also remade in 1980 and 2003.

“In Japan, Astro Boy was for
children in the ’50s and then be-
came the nighttime television hit
in the early ‘60s,” Sisson said.
“Forty percent of the households
[children and adults] in Japan
were watching Astro Boy in the
evenings.”

Astro Boy, the main character, is
the robot invention of a scientist
who created him in 2003 after the
death of his own son.

The manga follows Astro Boy as
he fights crime and saves both
humans and robots. It covered
heavy topics of discrimination,
slavery and wariness of technol-
ogy.

One episode saw Astro Boy go-
ing to Vietnam to stop the bomb-
ing of villagers.

The exhibit was set to be on
view in UCI’s Langson Library but
it closed adhering to stay-at-
home restrictions in the county
during the coronavirus pandemic.
The virtual exhibit is available on-
line and free events are open for

registration throughout the next
couple of months.

On Feb. 8, Hyong Rhew, Reed
College professor, is scheduled to
discuss the importance of “I-
Ching” (“The Book of Changes”)
and a new translation. On
March 9, Brian Yecies will discuss
the book “South Korea’s
Webtooniverse and the Digital
Comic,” which he co-wrote with
Ae-Gyung Shim. Lastly, a how-to
manga drawing event is set for
April 14.

The collection has an item wish
list. Zhang said gathering priority
items is hampered by the pan-
demic, and the library is looking
for e-resources and e-books from
Korea and Japan.

UCI extends East Asian Collection’s 30th anniversary celebration
BY VERA CASTANEDA

vera.castaneda@latimes.com
Twitter: @vera_fyd

Courtesy of UC Irvine Libraries

ASTROBOYwasa robot character createdbyOsamuTezuka,whowas influencedbyWaltDisneyandD.C. comics.

IF YOU WATCH
Working with Magical
Symbols in Ancient Chinese
Divination
When: Feb. 8 from 6:30 to
7:30 p.m.
Where: Virtual
Cost: Free
Info: news.lib.uci.edu/library-events
South Korea’s Webtooniverse
and the Digital Comic
Revolution
When: March 9 from 5 to 6 p.m.
Where: Virtual
Cost: Free
Info: news.lib.uci.edu/library-events
Virtual Manga Drawing Event
When: April 14 from 5 to 6 p.m.
Where: Virtual
Cost: Free
Info: news.lib.uci.edu/library-events
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20%
OFF

Relive the magic of 50 incredible years, six championships and 
perhaps the greatest player of all ±me with the commemora±ve 
book every fan will want to own. This hardcover is packed with 

exclusive imagery, player profiles and much more!

SHOP NOW at
tribpub.com/bullsbook
or call 866-545-3534

 CHICAGO BULLS:
A DECADE|BY|DECADE HISTORY

It was 1976 and Kim Petersen
found herself on the fringe as sev-
eral photographers prepared to
shoot Disneyland’s bicentennial-
themed parade. It was the 16-
year-old high school senior’s first
media assignment, and she was
excited.

Petersen stood out in the
crowd with her basic camera
gear, compared with other pho-
tographers’ fancy equipment. She
believes that’s how Renie
Bardeau, Disneyland’s chief pho-
tographer, noticed her.

Before the parade began,
Bardeau walked over to her, in-
troduced himself and moved her
to stand between two other men
who had most likely been pho-
tographers longer than she’d been
alive. Bardeau placed her at a bet-
ter vantage point, perfect for a
long shot of the parade, Petersen
recalled.

“I never forgot this simple
courtesy extended to a measly lit-
tle high schooler,” Petersen said.

Bardeau was a revered photog-
rapher credited with docu-
menting Disneyland’s every nook
and cranny, archiving the amuse-
ment park’s evolution for nearly
four decades beginning in 1959.

He was a mentor to many and
a Disneyland celebrity to die-
hard Disney fans, some of whom
own an autographed copy of his
famed “Footsteps,” a candid
black-and-white photo of Walt
Disney walking in front of Sleep-
ing Beauty Castle in 1964.

Bardeau died Jan. 4 of kidney
failure at his retirement home in
Glendale, Ariz., having contracted
COVID-19, according to his
daughter Debbie Bardeau. He
was 86.

“He left a photographic history
that will endure,” she said. “He
loved his Disney family and
leaves behind an amazing lega-
cy.”

Bardeau started his photogra-
phy career when he was 12. The
native Arizonan earned a Boy
Scout merit badge for his work
and later took photos for his high
school yearbook and campus
newspaper.

He joined the Navy after high
school and became an aviation
photographer aboard the aircraft
carrier Midway during the close

of the Korean War.
He later enrolled in college, in-

tending to pursue a career in ad-
vertising. To earn money between
semesters, he took a photography
summer job at Disneyland be-
cause the now-defunct Los Ange-
les Herald Examiner — his pre-
ferred destination — didn’t have
internships available.

That 1959 part-time summer
gig marked the beginning of his
legacy.

Bardeau’s first assignment was
covering the opening of Tomor-
rowland, which included getting
a photo of the ribbon-cutting at
the monorail with then-Vice Pres-
ident Richard Nixon, his family
and Walt Disney.

In 1964, Bardeau graduated
from college and Disneyland of-
fered him a full-time position,
which he accepted. He moved
with his family from Tucson to
Anaheim, minutes away from the
park. He became chief photogra-
pher in 1968.

He went on to photograph for-
eign dignitaries such as Emperor
Hirohito of Japan; actors such as
Elizabeth Taylor; big band musi-
cians such as Buddy Rich and
members of the Glenn Miller Or-
chestra; and Disney himself.

His most memorable photo is
likely a shot of Disney on a fire-
truck with Mickey Mouse in front
of Sleeping Beauty Castle. That
photo was shot on a Rolleiflex,
which yielded only 12 pictures
per roll. He took 11 pictures of
Disney at different angles and
thanked him for his time.

"[Disney] asks me if I was sure,
and I told him I was. He then told
me that at the studio we treat film
like paper clips. You shoot, shoot,
shoot all the film you need be-
cause if it’s not in the can, you
will never have it. So he asked me

to shoot one more. ... So, I shot
one more, and he said, ‘That’s
fine, thank you, Renie,’ and he
walked away,” Bardeau told The
Times in 1987.

He didn’t remember if the 12th
frame was the shot selected, but
the picture was used for years. He
described it as “trademark”
photo.

“I think the one thing about my
dad’s photographs is he was al-
ways able to capture emotion and
story,” his daughter Debbie said.
“You can look at a photo and see
what he was trying to portray. It
didn’t take a lot of explanation. I
think that was just a gift he had.”

A year after he retired in 1998,
Bardeau received the highest
honor given to Disneyland em-
ployees.

His name was immortalized on
an upper-story Main Street win-
dow — above a camera shop. The
marker reads “Kingdom Photo
Services. Magic Eye to the World.
Renie Bardeau. Photographer-Ar-
chivist.”

In a statement, the Disneyland
Resort said, “We are deeply sad-
dened to hear of the passing of

Renie Bardeau, who will long be
remembered for some of the
most iconic Disneyland photog-
raphy ever published.”

Among colleagues, Bardeau
was known for his gregarious per-
sonality and off-color humor. He
always wore a suit and regularly
wore a Disney-themed tie.

He constantly roamed the park,
carrying his camera with his sig-
nature Mickey Mouse strap
around his neck.

Despite his rising fame, he was
a mentor for photographers and
employees across departments.

“His personality shined. Every-
body liked him. He never had a
bad word for anyone,” former
photographer colleague Gary
Moore said.

Moore said Bardeau was the
first to welcome him to the team
on his first day of work in 1959.
The two quickly hit it off and
spent a majority of the day lolly-
gagging at the backstage cafete-
ria.

They regularly teamed up to
shoot and were sent to Florida to
document preparations before
the grand opening of Walt Disney

World.
“He never acted superior. He

was there to cooperate and make
it the best photo and make it ex-
actly what Walt wanted,” former
colleague Peggy Matthews Rose
said.

She met Bardeau in the late
1960s when he took her photo as
Peter Pan. They later worked to-
gether behind the scenes for the
Disneyland Resort Line, an inter-
nal magazine.

He taught her how to set up
photos, what to look out for and,
eventually, helped her choose her
first camera.

In the late 1970s, she said
Bardeau suffered a stroke that af-
fected his speech, but he kept
plugging along and fully recov-
ered.

He embodied “sticktoitivity,”
she said, a phrase Disney coined
to describe perseverance.

Bardeau is survived by his
daughter, son, stepson, four
grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren.

Photographer who
captured Disneyland’s
early evolution dies

Debbie Bardeau

RENIE BARDEAU, former chief photographer for Disneyland, poses with the fab five Mickey Mouse, Minnie,
Goofy, Donald and Pluto. Bardeau became chief photographer of the amusement park in Anaheim in 1968.

BY PRISCELLA VEGA

PRISCELLA VEGA writes for the
Los Angeles Times.

“He left a
photographic
history that will
endure. He loved
his Disney family
and leaves behind
an amazing legacy.”

— Debbie Bardeau
Daughter of Renie
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www.dental2000.comwww.dental2000.com

LAGUNA NIGUEL:
30012 Crown Valley Pkwy, STE B

IRVINE:
33 Creek Rd, STE 210-B

Call to book your FREE Consult Now!

NOW SERVING YOU IN TWO LOCATIONS!

In House CT Scan Available

866-998-7097Se Habla
Espanol

INCLUDES IMPLANT, ABUTMENT AND CROWN

$699*SINGLESINGLE
IMPLANTIMPLANT

*Expires 1/31/21. Cannot be combined with insurance Fees. New Patients only.
Excludes extraction, bonegraft, etc. Cannot be Combined with other coupons.

HEALTHCARE FINANCING FOR YOUR PRICELESS SMILE.HEALTHCARE FINANCING FOR YOUR PRICELESS SMILE.
*OAC PORCELAIN

CROWN
CROWN

ROOT
ABUTMENT

POST
a.k.a

IMPLANT
BODY

FIXTURE
a.k.a

23*Expires 1/31/21. Must qualify for procedure, crestal
approach only. Cannot be combined with insurance fees.

New Patients only. Cannot be combined with other coupons.

3 IMPLANTS

9

$2,025

QUALITY PRODUCTQUALITY PRODUCT

AMERICAN ACADEMY
OF IMPLANT DENTISTRY

FOR

You CAN eat what
you love again.

HAVE YOU LOST
YOUR TEETH BUT

NOT YOUR APPETITE?

? ?

*Expires 1/31/21. Must qualify for procedure, crestal
approach only. Cannot be combined with insurance fees.

New Patients only. Cannot be combined with other coupons.

FREE SINUS LIFT
(WITH MINIMAL 2 IMPLANTS)

Dental Implant

Grafted bone

Before After

RCFE# 306005350EQUALHOUSINGOPPORTUNITY

Call 949.427.9143 to schedule
your personalized tour.

24441 Calle Sonora • LagunaWoods
TheRegencySeniorLiving.com •949.427.9143

CARF-ACCREDITED
INDEPENDENT & ASSISTED LIVING RESIDENCES

ASK ABOUT OUR EXCEPTIONAL SAVINGS SPECIAL!

A team. A family. An assist
with everything thatmatters.

That’s the Power ofWE.
Imagine life with a complete support system.

It’s like an extended family working together and making
things easier. Meals, prescriptions, medical appointments,

personalized care, even a hobby or two,
all taken care of—with smiles at every turn.

Having it all, and an extra hand when you need it.
That’s Assisted Living at The Regency.

profit the Cambodian Fam-
ily. “During the Khmer
Rouge, everything went on
lockdown too and every-
thing was in chaos. They at-
tribute the same thing with
lockdown.”

To quell community
members’ concerns and at-
tend to their needs, the
nonprofit Wang leads,
AASCSC, encouraged sen-
iors to reach out 24/7.

“They were really scared,”
she said. “They’re also cog-
nizant of anti-Asian resent-
ment out there, and they
weren’t sure if they’d be able
to protect themselves from
the virus or physical attacks
or any psychological at-
tacks.”

Santa Ana resident Jia Ye,
74, said through Ni, the di-
rector of community well-
ness at AASCSC who served
as an interpreter, that she
hasn’t been plagued by any
mental health issues
throughout the pandemic
and maintains a social life
through video calls. But she
shared one instance of dis-
crimination she experi-
enced earlier this year: she
was yelled at while she
walked on the street while
wearing a mask.

Several nonprofit groups
serving the Asian American
community at the begin-
ning of the pandemic
banded together to serve
seniors by establishing the
Love Our Elderly and Vul-
nerable Coalition, also
known as the LOVE Coali-
tion. Foo, whose organiza-
tion is part of the coalition,
said it has reached out to at
least about 6,000 seniors on
multiple occasions through
phone calls and socially dis-
tanced visits.

On Mother’s Day, AASCSC
staff delivered flowers and
cards in native languages to
seniors. On Father’s Day,
they delivered gifts to senior
fathers. And on the Dragon
Boat Festival holiday, the or-
ganization prepared
steamed rice dumplings for
seniors, Wang said.

Organizations in the co-
alition have also provided
oximeters, PPE, disinfect-
ants and other items seniors
have requested, Foo added.

Another way groups have
been helping seniors

through isolation is by facili-
tating virtual activities
through Zoom. The Cambo-
dian Family has held yoga,
exercises, English and citi-
zenship classes to provide
seniors a place to socialize,
Sen-Matthews said. Last
month, it also held a lunch
gathering through Zoom
where participants brought
their favorite dishes.

“We heard from older
adults that they miss com-
ing to the agency. Especially
for the ones who don’t have
any kids, we are their fam-
ily,” Sen-Matthews said. She
added that one of their cli-
ents shared she felt aban-
doned when staff at the
Cambodian Family began
working remotely and dis-
closed depression and sui-
cide ideation. The agency
responded by assigning a
case manager to call the cli-
ent every day to mitigate
feelings of isolation and also
referred her to a therapist.

Katie Tran, grants and
program manager of Hope
Community Services, a

nonprofit in Santa Ana
that’s part of the LOVE Co-
alition, said the majority of
people it serves are mono-
lingual seniors, many of
whom don’t drive. In the
earlier months of the pan-
demic, one of the rising
needs for seniors that non-
profits serving Asian Ameri-
cans saw was food that
catered to the community.

The coalition has served
more than 3,000 Asian
American seniors with eth-
nic food they weren’t able to
find at mainstream food
banks, including basmati
rice, soy sauce, ramen and
seaweed, Train said. Groups
also delivered hot meals to
seniors.

“I think there’s this as-
sumption that seniors and
elders are valued in Asian
Pacific Islander communi-
ties,” Wang said. “But if that
were the case, our organiza-
tions wouldn’t exist.”

IMPACT ON
BUSINESS OWNERS

Business owners in Or-

ange County’s Asian Ameri-
can community have also
struggled with the shut-
downs that have resulted
from the pandemic.

Foo said OCAPICA has
seen increased rates of de-
pression and suicide ide-
ation and attempts among
Asian American business
owners. Some have re-
ported hate incidents, in-
cluding spray painting on
brick-and-mortar locations
and broken windows.

The community alliance’s
mental health program has
helped clients enduring the
crisis, Foo said, by identify-
ing the source of stress for
clients during the intake
process. From there, the or-
ganization can either offer
direct assistance or make
referrals to existing re-
sources.

It has also responded to
the stress and confusion
business owners have ex-
perienced, in part due to
the lack of in-language re-
sources, by helping business
owners figure out how to

apply for unemployment
and small business loans.

Much of its work in help-
ing business owners in-
volves assisting them in
navigating available re-
sources, Foo said.

Christie Nguyen, co-
owner of Studio 18 Nail Bar
which opened in Tustin in
2017, said her salon saw its
profits grow every month
since it was established. She
and her brother, who co-
owns the business, were
considering opening a sec-
ond location. But they had
to close down for six
months beginning in
March, leading them to put
that plan on hold.

“It’s taken a huge emo-
tional toll and mental toll,
not knowing when you’ll be
able to reopen, if something
you worked hard to build
over all these decades is go-
ing to survive this or not,”
she said. “That’s something
that really haunts us every
day.”

Nguyen said sales at the
nail salon have declined
75%. The business also only
received a small amount of
rent assistance, putting
Nguyen and her brother se-
verely behind on rent pay-
ments.

The daughter of Viet-
namese refugees who
sought the American dream
and a mother to three
young children, Nguyen has
worked to maintain a pos-
itive attitude in front of her
family.

“It’s been really hard,” she
said. “A lot of times I find
myself trying to protect my
parents from the reality of it
because there’s no point in
all of us stressing about it.”

For some Asian American
business owners in Orange
County, including Nguyen,
caring for other community
members in need has
served as a crucial coping
mechanism during these
unprecedented times.

She got involved in an ad-
vocacy group called Nailing
it for America, which she
said distributed hundreds of
thousands of PPEs and
thousands of meals to those
in need. It served as a much
needed distraction, she
said.

“I think without that, it
would’ve been really diffi-
cult because I would’ve had
to constantly think about
the pandemic, about when

are we going to reopen
again.

“You can sit home and
wait to reopen or go out
there and make a difference
to help others move forward
from it,” she said. She added
that although it was also ex-
hausting to be so heavily in-
volved, it helped her emo-
tional and mental health.

Viet Pham, owner of the
Recess Room restaurant in
Fountain Valley, also poured
time and attention into
serving his community two
days after his business had
to shut down in March.
While sales declined 75% in
the first month, he started
up a weekly food drive for
Vietnamese seniors, a group
he said he feels is under-
served.

Despite the widespread
worry brought on by the
pandemic, Pham focused
his attention on the silver
lining in his situation, in-
cluding the restaurant’s ex-
isting customers, rather
than on what was lacking.

“For me that’s just a lost
cause,” he said. “Thinking
about negativity doesn’t
help me as an individual.”

BETTER SERVICES
ARE NEEDED FOR
ASIAN AMERICANS

Leaders from some non-
profit groups, including
Ellen Ahn, executive direc-
tor of Korean Community
Services in Buena Park, say
that the coronavirus pan-
demic has revealed the lack
of services designed to serve
Asian Americans.

While the pandemic has
been difficult for everybody,
among Asian Americans, it
has been especially stressful
for those who are monolin-
gual, have recently immi-
grated to the United States,
are low income and unin-
sured, she said.

“COVID-19 has exposed
that the infrastructure,
whether it’s the public infra-
structure or private non-
profit infrastructure, just is
still under developed to re-
spond to a county that has
rapidly shifting demo-
graphics,” she said. “I think
there’s going to be a lot of
introspection and dissec-
tion in where we went
wrong with COVID-19 in
this county.”

Continued from page R1
HELPING

Courtesy of AASCSC

SANTA ANA-BASED nonprofit Asian American Senior Citizens Service Center delivered
flowers and cards in native languages to seniors on Mother’s Day in 2020 as a way to help
combat isolation seniors have experienced during the pandemic.

AGNES CONSTANTE is a
contributor to TimesOC.
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Hoag Brings Molecular
Imaging & Therapy
to Orange County
LED BY NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED RADIOLOGIST AND NUCLEAR

MEDICINE EXPERT GARY A. ULANER, M.D., PH.D.

Hoag Family Cancer Institute is pleased
to launch the Hoag Molecular Imaging
& Therapy Program, the most advanced
diagnostic and treatment program
available in Orange County. Recruited to
lead this revolutionary program is Gary
Ulaner, M.D., Ph.D., who brings with him
clinical trials which are the first to be
offered in the county, the state and some
to be the first in the nation. Dr. Ulaner
will be conducting ground breaking trials
of molecular imaging to detect cancer,
as well as molecular therapies (“liquid
radiation”) to treat cancer.

Standard Imaging

Molecular imaging at Hoag provides super sensitive
detection of cancer at the cellular level well before
standard imaging can detect it.

Molecular Imaging

Learn more about Hoag’s Molecular Imaging & Therapy Program
at www.hoag.org/mit or call 949-7-CANCER.


