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Autopilot
not part
of fatal
crash in
Newport

Investigators say Tesla
Model S was traveling in
‘great excess' of speed
limit when it crashed
on PCH and killed 3.

BY ERIC LICAS

On May 12, 2022, a Tesla Model
S Plaid traveling “in great excess
of the speed limit,” slammed into
construction equipment at about
12:45 a.m. on Pacific Coast High-
way, between Old Newport Boule-
vard and Riverside Avenue, New-
port Beach Police Lt. Eric Little
said.

Crystal McCallum, 34, of Texas,
Andrew James Chaves, 32, of Ari-
zona, and Wayne Walter Swanson
Jr., 40, were killed in the crash.
Three people working at the
scene were injured.

The crash happened as ques-
tions were being raised about the
safety of self-driving cars. The
Newport Beach collision was one
of 34 involving such technology
that had been reported to the Na-
tional Highway Transportation
Safety Administration since 2016.
Of those, 28 involved Teslas.

It became one of the cases ex-
amined in an NHTSA probe into
the reliability of autopilot-like fea-
tures, and the focus of widespread
media attention. Newport Beach
polices MAIT team worked
closely with the federal agency,
Tesla and other local agencies to
learn what they could about the
moments leading up to the trage-
dy.

After examining data recorded
by the Model S’s onboard com-
puter, investigators learned that
its driver assist function was not
activated during the crash, and
the vehicle was under its driver’s
control at the time, Little said.

As of Friday, authorities believe
alcohol or drugs and speeding
were the main factors behind the
incident.

PAINSTAKING COLLECTION
OF CLUES AT THE SCENE
Everyone hates traffic jams, es-

See Autopilot, page A8

Retired teacher Bill
Hoffman uses his
knowledge to offer
tours throughout SoCal
and doesn't stop there.

BY MATT SZABO

Teachers have lesson plans.

That was the life that Laguna
Beach resident Bill “Hoffy”
Hoffman lived for close to 40
years.

When he retired from the
Capistrano Unified School Dis-
trict in 2012, though, Hoffman
never stopped teaching.

His lesson plan nowadays is
an information packet he gives
out to those who attend his
Hoffy Tours, including the tour
itinerary, fun quizzes and in-
formation about the locale.

The classroom? Dozens of
spots in Southern California
might qualify. It might be a
walking tour of one of several
cities in Orange County, or it
might be a bus tour to places
like Jet Propulsion Laboratory,
Joshua Tree National Park or
even local cannabis dispensa-

Photos by Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

BILL HOFFMAN, a Laguna Beach resident who gives tours of his hometown and other spots under his
business "Hoffy Tours," talks about the Laguna Art Museum on Tuesday.

Showing the best of
Laguna and beyond

HOFFMAN PICKS a dead head from a Birds of Paradise plant at
Heisler Park. The retired teacher start giving tours in the early 1980s.

ries.

“I did a cannabis tour the
other day,” said Hoffman, 71.
“People bought a bunch of
product. I don’t know if it ben-
efited them or not.”

Hoffman clearly sees the
benefits to his tours, which to
him showcase the best of what
Golden State living has to offer.
He said he’s developed 83 dif-

ferent tours, mostly in Los An-
geles, Orange and San Diego
counties. He began giving the
tours in the early 1980s, then
formalized the business once
he retired from teaching.

His mailing list has 1,350
people on it, he said, and he’s
proud of the fact that the

See Laguna, page A8

Officials
warn EBT
users of
benefits
thefts

OC. victims can turn to
groups like Community
Action Partnership of
Orange County while
funds are reprocessed.

BY SARAH MOSQUEDA

Low-income families in Or-
ange County often struggle to
make ends meet, and a recent
rash of thefts of electronic benefit
transfer funds is making that
struggle even harder.

“Many of us have heard of
these skimmers using card read-
ers, initially to go after ATM
cards,” said Gregory C. Scott,
president and chief executive of-
ficer of Community Action Part-
nership of Orange County. “That
has evolved to now going after
those individuals that have EBT
cards, or funds from the Supple-
ment Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram.”

Founded in 1965, Community
Action Partnership of Orange
County is dedicated to address-
ing the root of poverty by advo-
cating for low-income individu-
als and families through systemic
reforms, social justice and racial
equity. CAP OC also addresses
immediate needs with a diaper
bank, the OC Food Bank and the
Southeast Community Center in
Santa Ana, which serves hot
meals and offers other resources
including utility assistance and
an emergency crisis intervention
program.

“CAP OC, we see ourselves as a
very trusted resource for Orange
County,” said Scott, in an inter-
view with TimesOC, “especially
for folks who are facing obstacles
like food insecurity, unemploy-
ment and economic turmoil.”

Those obstacles also include
falling victim to “skimmers.”

Thieves will place a device on a
retailer’s card-swiping machine
to copy or “skim” the EBT card
information.

“Once they swipe the card, the
skimmer will retain both the card

See Theft, page A2

Gems of O.C. canyon country to shine during free tour

Self-guided Amazing Places of the Canyons Tour on
April 1invites guests to explore six sites including a
monastery, wildlife center, famed actress’ home.

BY LORI BASHEDA

What do a Romanesque abbey,
a rescued girls’ sanctuary and a
famous Shakespearean actress’
Victorian homestead have in
common?

They all call Orange County’s
canyon country their home. And
on April 1 the public is invited to
visit any, or all, of them on the
Amazing Places of the Canyons
Tour. The free self-guided tour in-
vites you to take a peek inside six
canyon gems.

One of those gems is a fairly
new addition. St. Michael’s Ab-
bey, perched atop a hill just after
you tuck into Silverado Canyon,
was dedicated in May 2021.

Famed French architect Jean-
Louis Pages designed the abbey
in the Romanesque style, heavy
on the arches. Highlights include

a $2-million special collections li-
brary, a glittering Virgin Mary as-
sumption mosaic (by Italian art-
ists) behind the high altar, a rose
stained-glass window like the
ones decorating Notre Dame and
limestone floors imprinted with
the occasional sea shell fossil.
Price tag for the entire project:
$160 million.

“It really is a minor miracle,”
says Father Edmund Page.
“Everything here is built on the
generosity of our benefactors. We
pray for them every day.”

The abbey sits on 327 acres
along with a conference center
for retreats and a monastery
where currently 70 men, 43 of
them seminarians studying to be
priests, live.

“We have so many men inter-

See Tour, page A3

Courtesy of St. Michael's Abbey

ST. MICHAEL'S Abbey on Silverado Canyon Road, one of six stops on the Amazing Places of the Canyons Tour.
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AFFINITY & CO. JEWELERS - BANK OF AMERICA - BATH & BODY WORKS - BIG 5 SPORTING GOODS - CHASE BANK - CHICO'S - CLAIRE'S - CLOUDMOVER DAY SPA
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Father and son pair up, aim high with tacos in Tustin

New concept from the Taco Mesa family offers high-quality tacos
at a low price point in order to compete with fast-food options.

BY SARAH MOSQUEDA

As a child, Nico Calderon
always wanted the same
thing for his birthday.

“If you asked Nico where
he wanted to go for his
birthday, he would say, ‘1
want to go to the best
restaurant out there,” said
his father, chef Ivan
Calderon. “Most other kids
would say, ‘T want to go to
Disneyland or Chuck E.
Cheese,” no, he wanted to
go to a restaurant, a high-
end restaurant. He was al-
ways passionate about
food.”

Food was important to
Nico because it was impor-
tant to his father. Ivan is the
founder of Taco Mesa and
Taco Rosa, and Nico often
spent time in his father’s
restaurants.

“I loved to come in and
help out my dad on the
weekends,” said Nico. “I al-
ways wanted to share what
we were creating with oth-
ers.”

The father and son have
partnered, along with
Nico’s childhood friend and
established designer Max

CHICKEN
and steak
tacos on
com
tortillas are
prepared
on aflat
grill at Taco s
Mesitain |\ =%
Tustin.

Moriyama, to create Taco
Mesita, a concept looking
to redefine fast food.

“We wanted to put a
brand out there that
stepped up what was avail-
able in the drive-through
industry,” said Ivan. “There
are no high-end drive-
throughs, so to speak, with
slow-cooked,  served-fast
food.”

Nico said he and his fa-
ther wanted to fill that void.

“I have always been con-
fused about why we
couldn't have really good
quality food in a fast-food
setting with a drive-
through,” said Nico. “It
wasn't out there so I was
asking my dad, ‘Why don't
we do it?”

Taco Mesita opened in
Old Town Tustin at 765 El
Camino Real in February in
a space formerly occupied
by Alberta’s Mexican Food.
Taco Mesita isn't a smaller
version of Taco Mesa as its
name suggests but is an en-
tirely new concept from the

beloved Orange County
brand.
A small but focused

menu offers high-quality
burritos, tacos, snacks and
drinks at a competitive
price point.

“Instead of dealing with
100 items, you are dealing
with less than half so you
can elevate the technique,”
said Ivan.

The steak taco ($6), for
example, takes skirt steak
over the kitchen’s woodfire
grill before nestling it in a
homemade corn tortilla
and topping it with cilantro
pickled onions.

A blue corn tamalito ($6)
is made using an heirloom
mole recipe, passed down
for generations in the
Calderon family, and filled
with huitlacoche, a delicate
mushroom-like growth on
corn husks, sometimes re-
ferred to as a “Mexican truf-
fle.”

“White gold” horchata
($5) is made the indigenous
way using the super food ti-
ger nut, and Modelo ($6)
and Lost Coasts Great
White ($7) beers are avail-
able on draft.

The bean and cheese
burrito ($3.75) made on a
homemade flour tortilla, is
filled with just two ingredi-
ents: flavorful pinto beans
and stretchy oaxaca cheese.
Then it is lovingly grilled on
the flattop, making it a
crispy handheld pocket of
beany, cheesy goodness.
The manageable size is in-
tentional.

“They are not your
standard burrito, they are a
bite-sized burrito, but the
tortilla is just magnificent,
it is fresh and finished on
the griddle,” said Ivan.
“When you bite it, you want
to have two — or you want
to have a burrito and a
taco.”

Ordering at Taco Mesita
is meant to be similar to the
way you might order multi-
ple items at a fast-food
restaurant, and the low
price point helps make that
possible.

“We want to give that va-
riety,” Nico continues. “We
don’t want you come in and

ROTISSERIE chicken taco, woodfire steak taco and al
pastor taco with pickled vegetables and corn on the cob.

get filled up on one burrito
and not be able to eat any-
thing else.”

The intention in the food
carries through the restau-
rant space, thanks to
Moriyama.

“Originally they brought
me in for the architecture,”
said Moriyama, who spent
time working at Taco Rosa
before pursuing a design
career that led him to work
with firms like Bjarke Ingels
Group. “As things sort of
evolved and morphed, I
took on a bit more of the
branding and the vision
and the look and feel of
everything.”

The building felt very dis-
jointed, with things added
to the structure as needs
arose, but Moriyama effec-
tively created a space that

See Tacos, page A7

Photos by Don Leach | Staff Photographer
OWNER IVAN CALDERON and his son, Nico, stand in the kitchen next to their mesquite

fire grill at the new Taco Mesita in Tustin. The new restaurant opened in February.
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Choosing UCI Health
for cancer care gave
us mom back.

There’s no greater feeling than knowing you’ve chosen the
best place to help you beat cancer. At UCI Health, we treat
more patients with cancer and more complex cases than
any other hospital in the region. And with world-class
comprehensive cancer care within your reach, the words
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THEFT

Continued from page Al

number and the pin,” Scott said.

Thieves use that information
to create “cloned” cards — debit
cards, gift cards or other devices
with magnetic strips that have
been encoded with information
from legitimate EBT cards.

“They have direct access into
people’s accounts,” Scott said.

Card skimming can happen to
anyone who uses a credit, debit
or EBT card. Unfortunately, most
EBT cards don't have the chip or
tap technology included with
most credit cards, making them
more vulnerable to skimmers.

An alert of the scam on the
U.S. Department of Agriculture
site urges EBT and SNAP partici-
pants to keep their PIN secret
and regularly monitor EBT ac-
counts for any unauthorized
charges. If unauthorized pur-
chases are found, the PIN should
be changed immediately to pre-
vent thieves from making any
new purchases.

“This is becoming a major
problem not just in our commu-
nity in Orange County but across
the country,” Scott added. He
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Sarah Mosqueda

A LOCAL STORE displays a sticker stating it accepts Electronic Benefit Transfer, or EBT, cards.

recommends paying the cashier
directly and avoiding swiping at
all, since the problem is spread-
ing.

In Los Angeles County alone,
more than $19.6 million in EBT
benefits were stolen in 2022.

“It is already hard for families
that are struggling financially and
dealing with poverty, then when
you add a theft of this magnitude
it creates even more of a prob-
lem,” said Scott.

If a family’s money is stolen,

the missing funds need to be re-
ported within 10 days and for
cash aid theft, within 90 days.
Victims then must wait for funds
to be reprocessed, a waiting pe-
riod that can be detrimental to a
low-income family.

“Oftentimes families with EBT
cards are also able to use those
cards for rent, for utilities, for
groceries, for school supplies and
other resources that families
need to stay afloat,” said Scott. “If
they are unhoused, they may use
these funds to pay for hotels.
When they are unable to pay,
they find themselves being
kicked out.”

The good news, Scott said, is
that in the state of California,
families can be reimbursed.

“It can be somewhat of a wait,
and families that are in dire need
may not have that time,” Scott
said.

For those families, Scott said
Community Action Partnership
of Orange County is here to help.

Food, diapers and hot meals
and utility assistance can all be
accessed through CAP OC.

“Our role is to help families ad-
dress immediate needs when
they are in a crisis,” said Scott.
“We try to wrap services around
families who may be in need,
certainly if they are dealing with
the theft of their EBT benefits.”

sarah.mosqgueda
@latimes.com
Twitter: @SarahNMos
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Local youth, Ukrainian refugees share a connection
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COSTA MESA High School and Middle School art teacher Keli Marchbank, second from left,
with her students Fnu Anu, left, Allie Trask, and Dharma Andreas, right, have taken part in
the Memory Project, in which students create a portrait of a child from across the world.

Costa Mesa teacher and her students take
part in the Memory Project, connecting
youth internationally through art.

BY LILLY NGUYEN

Costa Mesa High and
Middle School art teacher
Keli Marchbank cries every
year when she watches the
video sent to her and her
students from the Memory
Project, an organization
that aims to create “a kind-
er world through art.”

For at least a decade,
Marchbank and her stu-
dents have been contrib-
uting to the nonprofit,
which encourages young
artists to create portraits of
children facing neglect,
abuse, loss or other hard-
ships internationally. Art-
work from her classroom
has made its rounds to
countries including India,
Syria and Mexico and, this
year, roughly 30 portraits

made their way to Ukraine,
which recently observed
the grim hallmark of enter-
ing its second year of war
with Russia.

While Marchbank can't
recall how she got involved
with the project, she said
she continues to do it be-
cause she feels the project,
which was started by Ben
Schumaker in 2004, helps
give a sense of identity to
displaced children.

“If  someone cares
enough to look at their face,
draw it and give it to them
as a memento because
some of them don't really
have a form of or relating to
their identification, its a
way of showing that these
kids have value,” March-
bank said. “It’s nice to con-
tribute to that. Though
some of these kids might
not have a family or an en-
vironment where theyre
loved, having something
like this is pretty powerful.”

Costa Mesa freshman Al-
lie Trask painted a portrait
of a girl who was shown in
the video receiving the
gifted work of art.

“That’s your kid. It’s this
sense of connection and
being able to identify that
connection,”  Marchbank
said.

Marchbank said class-
rooms participating in the
Memory Project are given
their choice of countries at
the start of the school year
and are provided photos of
the children relatively early
in the fall semester. What
mediums the students
work in are up to them,
though all of the portraits
must be finished by De-
cember to be shipped off to
their respective countries.

Trask, who is in March-
bank’s Art II class, said this
was not only the first year
she had participated in the
Memory Project but also
her first time drawing a
person’s portrait.

“I was looking through
the kids in the pages and I
chose this girl, [Polina]. She
was older, kind of our age
and that was my way of re-
lating to her,” Trask said. “I

TRASK, 14, with a picture of
the student, Polina, she
painted.

wanted her to feel special
because I knew if someone
drew a portrait of me from
across the world, that
would make me feel spe-
cial. I did pencil for her and
I did watercolor in the
background. She had this
expression that was serious,
but almost like a model
look, and I wanted to keep
that composure.”

Trask said that seeing her
smile in the video gave her
“butterflies” because it felt
fulfilling to be able to make
someone feel that way with
something she made.

Senior and AP Drawing
Portfolio student Dharma
Andreas said she chose her
portrait subject because of
her curly hair, which she
said inspired her to do not
just one but three separate
portraits of the girl: one in
charcoal, one in acrylic
paints and one in colored
pencil. Three versions, she
said, in which she saw the
girl’s beauty.

“I actually drew her as
Mother Nature — Gaia —
so, I drew vines growing
from her hair with her fa-
vorite color, mint, in the
background,” Andreas said.

“I find happiness in my
art and I like to center my-
self with my own art,” An-
dreas continued. “If I want
to calm down or smile or
have feelings to express, I
tend to put them down on
paper. When I got the
chance to draw somebody
and bring them a self-por-
trait of themselves when
they may not be going

See Refugees, page A5

Carol Cormaci
Executive Editor
carol.cormaci@latimes.com
Beth Raff
Advertising Manager
(424) 225-9928
beth.raff@latimes.com
10540 Talbert Ave.,
Suite 300 West,
Fountain Valley, CA 92708

Reporters:

Sara Cardine, Costa Mesa
sara.cardine@latimes.com
Lilly Nguyen,
Newport Beach
lilly.nguyen@latimes.com
Matt Szabo, Huntington
Beach and Sports

Daily Pilot

A Times Community News publication.
CONTACT US

matthew.szabo@latimes.com

Andrew Turner, Laguna
Beach and Sports
andrew.turner@latimes.com

Eric Licas, Public Safety
eric.licas@latimes.com

Sarah Mosqueda, TimesOC
sarah.mosqueda
@latimes.com

Send Letters to the Editor
to erik.haugli@latimes.com.
See Mailbag for guidelines.

The Daily Pilot, established
in 1907, is published
Wednesday through

Sunday by Times
Community News, a
division of the Los Angeles
Times. Subscriptions are
available only by
subscribing to The Times,
Orange County.

© 2023 Times Community News.
All rights reserved.

TOUR

Continued from page Al

ested in joining our way of life,”
Page said. “Our kind of life is in
between ministry out in the
world and this monastic life. The
divine liturgy, the praise of God.”

The men in the order sing Gre-
gorian chants seven times a day
(the St. Michael's choir once
chanted at Segerstrom Hall for
Maestro Carl St. Clair’'s concep-
tion of Anton Bruckner’s Ninth
Symphony) and visitors are wel-
come to attend.

“The acoustics here are amaz-
ing,” Page said. “There is a several
second delay, perfect for Gregori-
an chants.”

A little backstory on St. Mich-
ael's. The monastery was origi-
nally founded near Cooks Corner
off El Toro Road in 1960 by seven
priests who escaped Hungary af-
ter the communists shut down
their monastery. There the order
remained until 2016 when the Sil-
verado property came up for sale.

Just a few miles down the road
from the abbey, in Trabuco Can-
yon, you can visit Vera’s Sanctu-
ary for trafficked teens. Here, on
the former Boys Town property, is

a place for rescued girls to heal.
The donor-funded property is
perched on a hill with sweeping
canyon views that on a clear day
stretch to the ocean. A small tree-
lined street and five houses with
tidy front porches make it look
like a movie set of a cozy little
Anytown, U.S.A.

In Modjeska Canyon you can
step back in time at Madame
Helena Modjeska’s historic home.
A famous Shakespearean actress,
Modjeska came to California
from Poland with her husband,
Count Karol Bozenta Chlapowsk.
The couple hired acclaimed
American  architect Stanford
White to design a large Victorian
country house in a live oak grove
on the banks of Santiago Creek,
where they lived from 1888 to
1906, entertaining Hollywood
friends.

Just above the Modjeska home
is “Islandia.” Rumored to be one
of Madam Modjeska’s guest cab-
ins, it has been given a tropical
makeover by owners Nor and
Greg Killingsworth. The couple
built a tree house and brought in
some giant metal dinosaur sculp-
tures to roam the terraced prop-
erty, which is guarded by ancient
wooden gates from a temple in

FYI

Maps for the Amazing Places of
the Canyons Tour will be available
April 1starting at 10 a.m. at the
Modjeska Home, 29042 Modjeska
Canyon Road in Silverado, or call
(310) 995-0976. The tour ends at 3
p.m., and no tickets are needed.

India.

Further down the road is the
Tucker Wildlife Center. The 12-
acre sanctuary includes a natural
history museum, trails and a bird
observation deck.

If architecture is more up your
alley, dont skip the concrete
Dome Home, an engineering
marvel. Set in the canyon brush,
it looks futuristic, like something
out of a “Star Trek” episode. But
inside it's bright and warm —
temperatures naturally hover
around 70 — with teak floors and
cathedral windows. A graceful
standalone spiral wooden stair-
case takes guests up to an out-
door deck.

Lori Basheda is a contributor to
TimesOC.

LIGHT
SHINES on a
crucifix inside
St. Michael's
Abbey on
Silverado
Canyon Road,
one of six
stops on the
self-guided
Amazing
Places of the
Canyons Tour
on April 1.

Courtesy of St.
Michael's
Abbey
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FINALLY, NEW NON-SURGICAL OPTIONS FOR
BONE-ON-BONE HIP & KNEE PAIN OSTEOARTHRITIS

FDA-cleared Technology. Safe, Painless, & Requires NO Knee Replacement Surgery
Don’t Miss New Knees In A Day

FREE Lunch & Learn Event

Topic: Non-surgical, no needles, drug-free approach to get relief from unrelenting Hip & Knee Joint Pain

Discussion includes:

e What really causes hip & knee joint &
baker’s cyst pain

e Three crippling effects of hip & knee

e Dangers associated with total hip and knee
replacement or labral or meniscus surgeries

e New state of the art available for your hip &
knee pain

e Discover why synvisc, hylauranic acid,
prolotherapy, prp, or stem cells may or may
not work for you.

Do you suffer from any of the
following symptoms?
e Can’t go up or down the stairs due to weak legs

e Can no longer play golf or your favorite hobby
e Pain prevents exercise so you can’t lose weight

WHAT LOCAL DOCTORS & NURSES
SAID ABOUT OUR EVENT

I | *“] had osteoarthritis in my left knee & didn’t get results from Hylauronic Acid

BEFORE

Wl injections & didn’t want a knee replacement so after applying what | learned from
the seminar | can now walk up and down the stairs without pain, and I’m also
"% il back to dancing & teaching my Zumba classes! So | am thrilled to have finally
' found a non-surgical option that other doc-tors never told me about.”

-Linda L., R.N., Newport Beach,

CA(Registered Nurse & Zumba Instructor)
‘fA
After trying failed cortisone & hylauronic acid injections | was

YOU CAN CLEARLY SEETHE IMPROVED CARTILAGE to/q | needed total knee replacements in both knees. I couldn’t
SPACE 7TMONTHSARTER LASER CELL SIGNALING go up and down the stairs without pain, and my knee would lock
| up at night, and getting up from a chair and walking was difficult.
\ ' However 3 months after the laser cell signaling | can now go up &
ACTUAL KNEE X-RAYS TAKEN 7 MONTHS APART e down the stairs without pain, | can straighten my knee out without
RESULTS MAY VARY ' i 8o Pace It locking up at night, and | can get out of a chair & start walking
— y “My Bone on Bone Knees m}m” with no problem. It has been over a year and the relief has lasted.

Free after Laser Cell Signaling” -lasted-Rosemary, Huntington Beach

“As an orthopedic surgeon for over 35 years, | was very skeptical of this non-surgical
technology, but | decided to attend the seminar anyways as | wanted to avoid knee & hip
surgery as I’'ve seen my share of post-surgical infections, blood clots, & failed surgery

cases in my career. My Hip & Knee X rays & MRiIs revealed that | had a torn meniscus,
baker’s cyst and osteoarthritis. | had discomfort walking and going up and down stairs.
However, after applying what | learned from the seminar, my knee swelling is reduced, |
have increased motion, and decreased pain in my knee and hip as well.”

-The late Dr. William Gutch, MD., Palm Desert, California

PAIN RELJEF

SEATS ARE LIMITED. CALL TODAY!

949-371-8819

[Must mention RSVP Code LTKO319

: P.S. ALL Attendees to book an appointment will get
NFL Running Back Hall of Famer & Dancing

with the Stars winner hold best selling book titled - L a fI'CC Slgned Copy:
“21st Century Knee Pain Relief” which talks ; / “21st C entury Pain Relief”

about how proprietary laser treatment system has

helped many retired athletes & active folks with = iy (hmlted Sllpply SO get yours n0W)
chronic knee pain. Get Bestselling ™
Presented by Best Selling author

“Knee Pain Relief Book”
FREE LUNCH SEMINARS TO BE HELD AT:

LAKE FOREST TUSTIN YORBA LINDA FOUNTAIN VALLEY

SI1Z.Z1LER CITRUS CAFE MIMI’S CAFE MIMI’'S CAFE

23501 El Toro Rd 1481 Edinger Ave. 18342 Imperial Hwy. 18461 Brookhurst St

Lake Forest CA 92630 Tustin CA 92780 Yorba Linda, CA 92886 Fountain Valley CA 92708

10:00 AM 11:00 AM 11:00 AM 11:00 AM

FRIDAY, MARCH 24 FRIDAY, MARCH 31 FRIDAY, APRIL 7 FRIDAY, APRIL 14

**ALSO IF YOU NEED TO CANCEL PLEASE LET US KNOW IN ADVANCE.
DUE TO THE FOOD INFLATION, IF YOU DO NOT NOTIFY US OF YOUR CANCELLATION YOU WILL BE

CHARGED FOR THE PLATE. THANK YOU IN ADVANCE**
The @
PATRIOT Don’t miss new Knees in a Day Radio Show
AM 7150 KEIB: (1150AMRadio) iHeart
Saturday 8am - 9am : 12pm - 1pm Sunday 11am - 12pm MEDIA

Call 949-371-8819 Today with RSVP Code LTKO319

To Guarantee Your Free Seat! Call start time: Today 8am

*Treatment results may vary.The information in this advertisement is not designed to diagnose, treat, mitigate, prevent, or cure any health conditions. You are encouraged to seek the advice of your primary care physician for any of the mentioned
disorders. The U.S. Food & Drugs Administrasion has not evaluated these statements about these health topics, medical equipment, or procedures.
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through the best times, I
kind of just thought about
how happy it would make
me feel, and I tried to put
my best effort into making
it worth their time to see it
and really enjoy it.”

Andreas said seeing the
people in the video tou-
ched her and that she felt
like the portrait forged a
true connection between
her and people on the
other side of the world that
she may never meet in her
life.

Fnu Anu, also a senior in
Art 11, said she’s participa-
ted in the project several
years now, though this year
was the first time she'd seen
the video, as previous years
weren't able to be recorded
due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

“The best thing you can
do is make someone feel
like they’re seen, especially
if theyre struggling,” Anu
said. “They are being heard,

Photos by Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

COSTA MESA students Dharma Andreas and Fnu Anu,
stand with photos of the students they painted, Anna and
Alice, as part of the Memory Project.

and art is another way of
doing the same thing be-
cause it contains so much
emotions and one of the
quotes [in the video] that I
still remember is that this
parent being like, ‘When we
get a new home, we are go-
ing to put this portrait up.’
It just kind of touched me.
My portrait is going to stay
with them as a memory ...

of their struggle ... that they
overcame.

“I feel great; 1 feel em-
powered to do more of
such work and even being
more involved in my com-
munity because there’s a
huge impact that you can
make.”

lillynguyen@latimes.com
Twitter: @lillibirds

SIGN UP FOR THE TIMESOC NEWSLETTER

Once a week, we bring you the latest
on Orange County from Orange County,
with the best of all the journalism from
the Daily Pilot, the Los Angeles Times
and TimesOC. The TimesOC newsletter
keeps you up to date on the county’s
diverse communities and shifting politi-
cal landscape, its coastlines and envi-
ronment and how it’s grappling with
issues from immigration to education,

from housing to healthcare. Every
Wednesday, expect us to deliver the
news that matters most to your com-
munity — from business to entertain-
ment to science to food — and explore
what it means for you. We also equip
you for your weekends in Orange
County, from its beaches to the future
of high school sports. You can sign up
at latimes.com/oc-newsletter.

CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS
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7-MONTH CD SPECIAL

For a limited time, earn a guaranteed interest rate
with a CD (certificate of deposit). Open a new CD with a
$25,000 minimum balance to enjoy this special APY and term.

To get started, contact the Preferred Banking Office
nearest you or scan the QR code to learn more.
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Segerstrom Center Presents

scfta.org

Segerstrom
Center for the Arts’

THIS SATURDAY
ONLY!

The
Cookers

i1 Player for player, there's no
better working band in jazz than
The Cookers.” The Boston Globe

March 257 &9 pm
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Fractional home ownership
affects the neighborhood |

In his recent letter to the
editor (Daily Pilot Mailbag,
March 10), Joe Maehler
(whom I understand to be
a Pacaso executive) basi-

cally says “Jump, I'll catch
you.”

Maehler states “Pacaso
owners have a significant
vested interest in both the

MARKETPLACE

ANNOUNGEMENTS
/ENTERTAINMENT
500

To place an ad, go to
http://timescommunityadvertising.com/

MERCHANDISE
800

Miscellaneous

Miscellaneous
Merchandise

Vinyl Records Wanted
$$$ Top cash paid

Religio

Announcements

4 all or part of collection.
Jazz, Classical,
Psychedelic, Blues

us Merchandise

Thank you st Jude & sa- | | PACIFICVIEW 1 ]| 249336777 Mie
payersanswarea.cn | [PlotWITHvault}| gy
For Sale on Seaview!
Sell your unwanted tems | | I an
the easy way! Place a e apartment
Clussified ad today! Call(714) 966-4600 through
Putaf d
(714)966-4600 to work for you. classified

Chip
Chip

of Texas

2101551

Insurance Lic#: 0C08488
Bus: 949-723-4000
chip@chipstassel.com

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance
Company

State Farm Indemnity Company

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
State Farm General Insurance Company
Bloomington, IL

State Farm Florida Insurance Company
Winter Haven, FL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company

State Farm Lloyds
Richardson, TX

Great home
& auto rates

for any
budget.

Stassel Ins Agcy Inc
Stassel, Agent

Surprisingly great rates
await when you have options
like bundling your home and
auto insurance. Call me for

a quote today.

Like a good neighbor,
State Farmis there.®

Individual premiums and budgets will vary by
customer. All applicants subject to State Farm®
underwriting requirements. Availability and
amount of discounts and savings vary by state.

o StateFarm
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home and the community
... Pacaso owners are re-
sponsible families that
abide by local ordinances
and are committed to
being good neighbors.” He
assures us that his family
is “heavily” involved in
local sports and “spends a
lot of time in local parks
and beaches.”

In my view, Maehler’s
praise and assurances of
Pacaso owners and his
family’s civic involvement
do not necessarily qualify
as license for a well-
funded, dressed up time-
share operator to disrupt
the peace and quality of
life for which our villages
are renowned.

Unless you grew up in
Newport, do you remem-
ber the feeling of unbri-
dled excitement when you
arrived from your inland
home at the rental for a
summer week at the
beach?I do.

The warm sand. Wel-
coming blue ocean with
white-cresting waves.
Colorful swim suits. Can-
vas rafts before Boogey
Boards were invented.
Fishing rods with soft shell
sand crabs as bait. Volley-
ball and touch football.
Hot dogs and hamburgers
on the barbecue. Multicol-
ored umbrellas. Zinc oxide
and baby oil. Top 40 blar-
ing on the patio. Noise.
Party on! Late nights. Nir-
vana.

But what about those
poor neighbors who were
full-time residents? They
put up with the noise.
They put up with all of our
many visitors — the rela-
tives, the boyfriends and
girlfriends (and their
friends), the parents’ pals.
They put up with the over-
crowded parking and the
hoards from our San Ga-

DL [ HARMONIC
SR SOCIETY ) resents

TUESDAY, APRIL 4, 8PM | SEGERSTROM
SEGERSTROM CENTER FOR THE ARTS

Kathryn Stott, make a special Orange Cou

Hope, and more! Tickets start at $58.

DONNA L. KENDALL

Part of the Donna L. Kendall Classical Series
classical series

sponsored by Donna L. Kendall Foundation

SEGERSTROM
FOUNDATION
SELECT SERIES

Part of the Henry T. and Elizabeth Segerstrom Foundation Sele
sponsored by Henry T. and Elizabeth Segerstrom Foundation

JOIN US FOR OUR 2023 GALA TO BENEFIT THE

HALL

Classical music superstar Yo-Yo Ma and longtime collaborator, pianist

nty appearance in a recital

featuring pieces from their most recent joint album, Songs of Comfort and

ct Series

PHILHARMONIC SOCIETY OF ORANGE COUNTY
AND ITS ARTISTIC AND EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS

2023 GALA

YO

OF ORANGE COUNTY'S 2023 GALA

TUESDAY / APRIL4 /202
SEGERSTROM CENTER FOR THE ARTS

COCKTAIL RECEPTION & DINNER/ /'
CONCERT BY YO-YO MA & KATHRYNX

AFTER PARTY WITH LIBATIONS, LATE NIGH
DESSERT BAR & MUSIC

5PM
8PM

PHILHARMONICSOCIETY.ORG/GALA

/
/]
!’ / e'f/ 1‘/"

949.553.2422 | PHILHARMONICSOCIETY.ORG

All dates, times, artists, programs, venues and ticket prices are subject to change

briel Valley home. They
put up with the trash we
accumulated, the beach
toys we scattered, the sand
we tracked. They put up
with the blaring music we
played, the wet towels and
bathing suits we draped
on the walls, the beer cans
our parents emptied and
the garbage. They put up
with the loss of privacy,
the likely loss in property
value. They put up with a
loss of community and
“neighborhoodness,” the
traffic, the noisy late
nights! For those seven
days we received the maxi-
mum return on our invest-
ment.

The good news for our
poor neighbors was that it
was temporary. A summer
week here and a summer
week there. It goes with
the territory of Newport as
a desirable community,
but it all ended on Labor
Day.

But fast forward to the
age of Pacaso.

The typical Pacaso mod-
el promises 45 days for
each of eight owners (who
may well be strangers to
each other) on a repeated,
in-and-out, never-ending,
year-round basis.

The Nirvana hormonal

Mark’s Painting &
Handyman Service
714-222-3055
‘Wood Restoration Specialist

Licensed & Bonded
C-33-#967860

Courtesy of the city of Newport Beach

MID-20TH-CENTURY cottages in Newport Beach alternate with taller, more contemporary
homes in older neighborhoods. Fractional ownership has become an issue in the city as
neighbors against the practice say temporary ownership adversely affects the community.

HOW TO GET PUBLISHED

Send an email to erik.haugli@latimes.com and include your
full name, hometown and phone number (for verification
purposes) with your submission. All letters should be kept
to 350 words or less and address local issues and events.
The Daily Pilot reserves the right to edit all accepted
submissions for clarity, accuracy and length.

excitement of a summer
week at the beach is multi-
plied by eight owners for
52 weeks who all want to
get their money’s worth for
their high-priced invest-
ment at the expense of
neighbors.

Fractional ownership
does nothing to help us
meet the multiple Cali-
fornia mandates regarding
RHNA and affordable
housing and will perma-
nently scar the nature,
quality of life and charac-
ter of our village-centric
town.

Paul Watkins
Newport Beach

As enticing as Joe
Maehler makes co-owner-
ship of housing sound, it
has many a pitfall. Inter-
estingly, never does he
refer to the practice as it is
most commonly known —
fractional home ownership
or FHO. It is a hot-button
issue right now before the
Newport Beach City Coun-
cil. So far 12 of these FHOs
have popped up in resi-
dential neighborhoods in

April 9, 1949 - January 28, 2023

Pamela Lyn Jeffery Young passed away on Saturday,
January 28, 2023 surrounded by her loving family. Pam was
a fourth generation Californian born in San Bernardino on
April 9, 1949. She was born into the Suverkrup family, one
of the city’s pioneer families, to Robert Jeffery and Barbara
Suverkrup Jeffery. Pam and her family had a summer home
in Newport Beach and she enjoyed many years sailing in
Newport Harbor on her Sabot and at Catalina Island aboard
the family’s Chris Craft.

Pam graduated from Pacific High School in San Bernardino
and attended San Diego State University. Pam was an award-
winning swimmer in middle school and high school and was
accepted to what turned out to be an all-male swim team
at San Diego State where her times were much better than
many of her teammates.

Pam spent 35 Years in the banking industry beginning with
Bank of America in San Francisco and Wells Fargo Bank
in Fremont, CA. She transferred to the Wells Fargo office in
Orange County in 1980 and joined Union Bank of California
in 1992. She retired as a Vice President with Union Bank’s
Private Banking Office in Newport Beach in 2015.

In addition to her career in banking, Pam was a 15-year
member of the Hoag Hospital Foundation’s 552 Club where
she served on the Board of Directors. She also spent many
years on the board of directors of the Newport Harbor Nautical
Museum when it was housed onboard the Ruben E. Lee,
and she served as a trustee of the Olive Crest Foundation
for Abused Children and was a board member of the Crystal
Cove Alliance.

In 1993 she married the love of her life, fitth generation
Californian, James Young. In 1994 they moved to Newport
Beach where Pam was a member of the Balboa Yacht Club
and the Balboa Bay Club.

Pam will always be remembered for her professionalism,
award-winning smile, infectious personality, love for
community service, and passion for travel and adventure,
which included many trips to Hawaii, and to New Zealand
and Australia. On one of her trips to Europe, she was able
to visit her great-great-grandfather’s ancestral home, formally
Denmark, now part of northern Germany, and light a candle
in the church where he was baptized. That visit included
meeting several of her distant relatives with whom she had
remained in contact.

Pam is survived by her loving husband Jim; son Brian
Martin, his wife Donna, three grandchildren, Elizabeth, David
and Wyatt, of New Braunfels, TX; son Bryan Young, his wife,
Tatiana, of Portsmouth, NH; son Eric Young, his wife, Sara, of
Baltimore, MD; and niece, Samantha Stout, of Costa Mesa.
ghe was preceded in death by her parents and sister, Terry

tout.

In loving celebration of the life of Pam, the family has
established a memorial tribute fund. In lieu of flowers,
please consider a gift in Pam’s memory to the Hoag Hospital

the city and contrary to
what those promoting
them have said, these
homes affect the sur-
rounding neighborhood
and not necessarily in a
positive way.

Purchased by real es-
tate/management compa-
nies, the homes are often
remodeled and then sold
in “shares,” usually to eight
different buyers. The buy-
ers are allowed to “ share”
the home usually in what
ends up to be two weeks at
a time.

Just imagine eight differ-
ent families rotating in
and out of the house next
door every two weeks.
There could be even more
than eight families rotating
in and out because these
fractional owners can give
away their weeks or rent
them as they please.

Fractional owners own
the property, and it is
difficult to regulate their
homes in the same way
the city regulates and
permits short-term lodg-
ing. Once established, you
cannot take away their
operating permit.

FHOs invite “ vacation-
type” activities: partying
and late-hours behavior
that is not conducive to
promoting a sense of com-
munity in a neighborhood.
The kids do not go to
school in Newport Beach.
Consequently, the FHO
owners don't have the
usual educational and
charitable connections to
the community.

This type of housing has
become a divisive issue
because these homes will
be cropping up in some
areas (think: beachside)
and not in others; there-
fore, many parts of New-
port will not be able to
relate personally to FHOs.
But this is indeed a “city
issue,” and the whole city
needs to get involved in
the solution.

Lynn Lorenz
Newport Beach

Invocation could
be silent moment

An invocation at a pub-
lic meeting is constitu-
tionally protected; howev-
er, this once benign action,
like many other things; has
become political and acri-
monious.

The purpose of an invo-
cation strives for the idea
that people of different
faiths and those who do
not ascribe to any faith
can be united in a com-
munity of tolerance. That
obviously is not happening
at Huntington Beach City
Council meetings.

Bringing religion into
government meetings
erodes at the boundaries
of separation of church
and state. A moment of
silence instead of an invo-
cation would be an ade-
quate solution.

Lisa Shook
Huntington Beach

Foundation, 330 Placentia Avenue #100, Newport Beach, CA
92663.

615Town Center Dr.
Costa Mesa, CA 92626

n Segerstrom 1
Center for the Arts See Mailbag, page A7
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COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Jacqueline
E. Mathews

ACROSS
10ne of the

Simpsons
5 Stops

10 Additionally
14 Landlocked U.S.

state

15 Lanai greeting
16 Hopping
amphibian

17 _ Raton, FL

18 Schoolyard

20 Slip up
21 Extend across

22 Peruvian peaks
23 Narrow street

25 Years lived

26 Pago Pago
native

28 Company

31 0n the ball
32 Detroit team

34 Tupac Shakur’s  Complete the grid so each row, column and
music 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit, Tto 9. For strategies on how to solve

36 Come across

SUDOKU
By the Mepham Group

37 Religious belief Sudoku, visit sudoku.orguk.

25 Family tree
member

26 Out of harm’s
way

27 Nom de plume
28 __ away; leaves
29 “Wonderful!”

High-5 from UNIFY!

9.007 -

15-MONTH
CERTIFICATE

Limited Time Offer.

Learn more about joining UNIFY
and this offer at

38 Sandwich shop 30 Beauty shop ° f F I 1

39 “Please Don't _ 5|6 3 32 _ ahand; help Nni y Wede]lgg] ave

the Daisies” > 5 1307 g:l;tw i i

40 Goes under riing fiui o o

41 Actor Matt 3516 ounces or visit your local UNIFY branch.

42 Enjoyed a long 8|7 37 _on; attached

bath 9 3 38 Show courage

44 Ma or Pa 40 Pinch pennines

45 Tupperware 2 4 9 6| 41Rootbeer

top brand

46 Expand 8 1| 43 Midsize

47 Tribal pole 516 Oldsmobiles | U N I F Y

50 Apparel 44 Animal

51 Actor DelLuise 516|7 1 9 enclosure

54 Vanquishes 46 Most horrible

57 Company 9 416 47 Carry

symbol 48 Kiln .

58 “A diller, a For answers to the crossword and 49 Watch over UnifyFCU.com | 877.254.9328

dollar, a _clock” Sudoku puzzles, see page A5. 50 Pekoe &

59 Ocean’s edge oolong . .

60 Yours and 52 Villain *APY = Annual Percentage Yield. Rate effective as of

mine 3 US. state capital 9 Hang limply 53 Forest floor January 5, 2023. Must be funded with a minimum of

61 Finales 4 _moment; time 10 Makes amends  covering $500. Fees or withdrawals may reduce earnings on

62 Irritable of awareness 1l Deafening 55 Calendar pg. ?JCI\?IOFl\J(nt andbpenﬁ.lty may bz |mﬁpsheq f(l)rdearly W|thdrawal.

63 Does druas . Anduish membership required, which includes opening a
g 5 Take Place 12 Of sound mind g?A(r:lt%Lr"s membership share savings of at least $5. Offer subject to

DOWN 6 Alleviate 13 Chances Diamond Phillins change without notice and may end at any time.

1Jiffy 7 Bank offering 19 Hits the ceiling P Insured by NCUA

oil-changing place 8 “_kingdom 21 Thin board Tribune Media y '

2 “Take __leaveit” come” 24 Actor Jack Services

TACOS

Continued from page A2

feels more connected.

“Right away the design
ambition was to clean
everything up and bring a
cohesion to everything,”
said Moriyama. “This is
where the breezeblock wall
came from.”

The breezeblock wall, in
stark white, surrounds the
patio creating a oasis in a
strip mall, but it also leads
the cars going around the
space through the drive-
through.

Rather than emulating
the high-sensory design
and bright colors of most
fast-food restaurants, Taco
Mesita uses lush landscap-
ing, simple mirror-finished
mesh seating and two col-
ors: orange and white.

The woodfire grill and ro-
tisserie are all visible
through wide windows that
look into the kitchen, an-
other purposeful design
move.

“We wanted to show off
the operations of the busi-
ness because we are cook-
ing everything from

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

OWNER IVAN CALDERON works in the kitchen cutting
mesquite grilled steak tacos with his son, Nico, left.

scratch,” said Nico. “We
don’'t have anything to
hide.”

Taco Mesita is a family
business and on a recent
weekday afternoon, Ivan
himself ran half-sheet pans
of food out to tables while
Nico greeted customers.

“I love being here with
him,” said Nico, looking at
his dad, “and I love serving
people and helping them
have a great experience.”

Ivan said he is happy to
continue working with his

son as well, just as he did in
the old days when Nico
helped out as a kid.

“The most rewarding
thing is I work here with my
son,” said Ivan, “and not
just with him but Max, who
I have known since he was
a kid, and now seeing them
grown up and involved in
the business ... that is really
the best.”

sarah.mosqgueda
@latimes.com
Twitter: @SarahNMos

MAILBAG

Continued from page A6

H.B’s suit denies
housing reality

The Huntington Beach
city attorney, instead of
remaining independent
and correctly advising the
City Council of the state’s
affordable housing law, has
chosen to side with the
council’s right-wing coali-
tion, and this has resulted
in the city being sued by
the state.

The 59-page lawsuit filed
by the city against the state
in federal court is basically
a delaying action, and it
might come as a surprise to
the city attorney, but more
is not necessarily better,
and you can't fight city hall!

Since the city received a
letter of warning from the
state for noncompliance
with the state housing law,
further ignoring it can
result in sanctions, which
will be born by the taxpay-
ers. When we first moved

to Huntington Beach in
1962, the population was
10,000, and now it’s
200,000, so the city can
already be considered
urbanized.

Affordable housing can
only improve the city, and
the city attorney should be
aware that his responsibili-
ties belong to the property
owners and not to individ-
ual council members.

Richard C. Armendariz
Huntington Beach

Recently the Huntington
Beach council announced
its latest push back against
the state. The new major-
ity has a bad habit of frit-
tering away the city’s treas-
ury on quixotic lawsuits.
This is distressing but not
because the city will lose
(again) on the same issue
of affordable housing.

No, I am disappointed in
the inability of our city
leaders to understand the
words that come out of
their own mouths.

According to the Daily
Pilot, at the press confer-
ence when the City Coun-

cil revealed their intention
to sue the state, Casey
McKeon, said “Let the free
market dictate what the
demand is per city.”

Think it through, McK-
eon. If you believed your
words about the free mar-
ket, you would not protect
the city’s zoning code but
instead work to eliminate
it altogether since it is the
most anti-free-market
regulatory apparatus on
the books.

But you will never do
that because the code is a
set of government rules
that favor already-housed
(that is, wealthier) resi-
dents. Those are, in your
words, “our residents and
our constituents that
elected us.”

So please do not insult
us with your transparently
ridiculous appeal to the
free market. You are fine
with government interfer-
ence in the housing mar-
ket when it will win points
and get you elected.

William Yarchin
Huntington Beach

Neil France
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pecially the people tasked with investigating the
crashes often at the heart of them, Little said. That’s not
just because they get a lot of the blame for the holdup.

“It inconveniences people when they’re on the road
and there’s a road closed for several hours,” the lieuten-
ant overseeing NBPD’s Major Accident Investigation
Team said. “And I know how frustrating that can be.
But, again, we're working as quickly as we can while be-
ing as careful as we can to make sure we're not compro-
mising the investigation.”

For police and forensic experts, that can mean track-
ing down evidence strewn across a roadway, interview-
ing freshly traumatized people or recording precise
data about skid marks and other scars left by a colli-
sion. And, in cases where people are hurt or killed,
they're forced to see the human toll of a crash.

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

POLICE GATHER wreckage from a May 12, 2022 vehicle
collision on West Coast Highway in Newport Beach as
part of a local investigation.

“It is challenging for our team to go out and deal with
a loss of life as frequently as they do,” Little said. “It’s a
traumatic event for everybody, and often we see stuff at
collision scenes that most people shouldn't see.”

They do it because survivors and relatives of those
killed want answers, Little said. Survivors oftentimes
want to find out as much as they can about how and
why their lives were turned upside down. And author-
ities must also determine who might have been re-
sponsible.

“People want some closure to these incidents, and
here you had the loss of three lives,” Little said of the
Tesla’s crash. “With how tragic this was, it was impor-
tant to provide a complete, thorough investigation for
their loved ones while not speculating on the nature of
the crash.”

As many as 31,785 were killed in the U.S. in just the
first nine months of 2022, according to early statistics
released by the NHTSA. And in 2021, over 42,900 people
died in traffic collisions nationwide. That figure repre-
sents more than a 10% jump over the previous year and
is the highest tally recorded since 2005.

“We realize the inconvenience closing roads causes
to the public,” Little said. “But at the same time, at the
end of the day, we have to realize and appreciate that
we're still living and breathing. And if we have to detour
for 10 or 15 minutes, fortunately we're not the ones in
that tragic situation.”

ericlicas@latimescom
Twitter: @EricLicas

Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

BILL HOFFMAN talks about the tide pools from Heisler Park on Tuesday in Laguna Beach. Hoffman said he's developed 83
different tours, mostly in Los Angeles, Orange and San Diego counties. His mailing list has 1,350 people on it.
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emails are opened 60% of the time.

“I advertise on my newsletter, peo-
ple sign up and I take them on ad-
ventures,” he said. “I'm a retired high
school teacher, and I got bored when
I retired. Golf and tennis is fun, but I
needed a little bit more.”

Hoffman earned a master’s degree
in urban planning from UCLA, and a
doctorate in social ecology. For his
master’s project, he helped designate
Los Angeles’ second historic district,
South Carthay in the Fairfax District.

“L.A. now has 41 historic districts,
which is kind of cool,” he said. “I
have a lot of knowledge about cities
that I like to share with people.”

Sometimes his wife, Maria, herself
a former math teacher in the Laguna
Beach Unified School District, joins
him on the tours. Hoffman said she
was happy when he started Hoffy
Tours, because it kept him busy.

“She said, ‘Bill, I don't care if you
make money, just don’t lose money,”
Bill Hoffman said. “That was her one
bit of advice to me, and she also said,
‘Give them snacks.” If it’s a bad tour,
at least you feed them.”

Dave Bratton-Kearns, Hoffman’s
business partner who lives in San
Juan Capistrano, offers more consis-
tent advice. The two met in the
dorms at UC Irvine when they were
18-year-old freshmen, but Bratton-
Kearns didn't really become too in-

volved in Hoffy Tours until five dec-
ades later, when he and his wife re-
cently moved back to Southern Cali-
fornia.

He called himself the detail guy of
the operation, while Hoffman is more
of the big-picture guy. Bratton-
Kearns is the one who will sometimes
make sure the calendar isn’t double-
booked or that they are charging
enough for the tours to at least break
even.

“Bill is kind of like a Type-A per-
sonality on steroids,” Bratton-Kearns
said. “Very engaging, very talkative,
very bright and funny as all get out.
People love listening to him talk. I
chip in when I can. I'm not exactly an
introvert, but compared to him, I am.
We have a lot of fun doing this to-
gether.”

The biggest tour he’s led took place
in the South, a tour of Savannah, Ga.
and Charleston, S.C. Hoffman said
that Savannah, which was designed
with 24 town squares, is his favorite
city.

He has plenty of dedicated tour-
takers. He ran into one Tuesday,
when providing an abbreviated walk-
ing tour of Laguna Beach to the Daily
Pilot.

Penny Poorman is a Laguna Beach
resident who Hoffman estimates has
been on at least 15 of his tours. She’s
looking forward to the bus tour to the
Huntington Library and Botanical
Gardens in San Marino in May.

“He’s got a huge fan club, let me tell
you,” Poorman said. “Huge. I love his

tours, and so do my friends. We can
go to L.A. and we don’t have to drive.
You see things that you don't get out
to see on your own, because we're
lazy. We don’'t want to drive to L.A.
and get in that traffic and find a place
to park. We always have a nice lunch,
which is fun.”

Hoffman starts the walking tour of
his hometown in front of the Laguna
Art Museum. He points out interest-
ing facts about places like Heisler
Park, focusing on the city’s history
but also pieces by local artists like
Scott and Naomi Schoenhurr, and
Jorg Dubin.

Hoffman even had a heckler as he
turned his attention briefly to Dana
Point.

“We don't talk about Dana Point in
this city,” yelled out a man passing by.
“This is Laguna.”

Hoffman just smiled.

“You're right, but I throw in Dana
Point anyway,” he said.

The smile rarely leaves his face as
he continues doing something he
genuinely loves. Hoffman is excited
for a Sustainability Tour he will be
hosting on April 20, a guided tour of
12 acres of organic crops that will fea-
ture a visit to the Tree of Life Nursery
on Ortega Highway.

“I'm really lucky, I reinvented my-
self,” he said. “I love teaching, I love
people and I love cities. It’s like a per-
fect combo.”
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A Grand Opening Celebration

You Don't Want to Miss
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daily specials
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Please be our guest for an open house event to celebrate

the grand opening of Sunrise of Orange. You’ll be among
the first to tour our beautiful new community, meet our
leadership team, and enjoy delicious bites and refreshments
from our talented culinary team. Come experience our

of Orange a delightful place to call home.

* Assisted living and expert memory care services

« Beautifully landscaped outdoor spaces, with courtyards,

* Seasonal menus featuring fresh ingredients and

vibrant community for yourself and see what makes Sunrise

Space Is Limited—RSVP Today!

SATURDAY
APRIL 1, 2023
10:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M.

1301 E. Lincoln Avenue
Orange, CA 92865

SUNRISE

SENIOR LIVING

SunriseOrangeCA.com/Times
714-450-4645




