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Newport-Mesa Unified School Dis-
trict board members agreed Tuesday

to hire Interim Supt.
Russell Lee-Sung as
superintendent
through June 2022,
overriding concerns
from the public
about the prudence
of the decision and
a claim from the
teachers union the
move violates board
policy.

According to a contract approved
in a 6-1 vote, Lee-Sung will serve in
the position from Aug. 1 through
June 30, 2022, and earn an annual
salary of $298,000 plus benefits.

A provision in the agreement states
the administrator could receive up to
six months’ pay should the district

NMUSD
board
promotes
Lee-Sung
Members approve
two-year-contract to hire
him as superintendent,
but some question the
move and its timing.
BY SARA CARDINE

See Lee-Sung, page A4

Russell
Lee-Sung

As the Newport-Mesa Unified
School District inches toward the
Aug. 24 start of school, officials are
sketching a clearer picture of what
instruction will look like as students
return to distance learning and how
those plans would shift if in-person
classes were to resume.

Interim Supt. Russell Lee-Sung,
district staff and administrators at-
tempted to address a flood of ques-
tions posed in 223 public comments
submitted to the board Tuesday be-
fore a 9 a.m. deadline. Topics raised
included special education lessons to
teacher sick time to the suggestion of
pushing the start of school back to
September.

“We will try and answer as many
questions as we can today,” Lee-Sung
assured. “There may be things that
change, and there are details that still
need to be worked out.”

To help address an overflow of in-
quiries, Newport-Mesa officials
scheduled a public forum Wednes-
day night and promised to do their
best to respond to specific questions.
They referred parents to a 2020-21

School
district
lays out a
game plan
Newport-Mesa officials
provide scenarios for
online learning in 2020-21,
but also share protocols for
possible in-person learning.
BY SARA CARDINE

See District, page A3

It has been nearly five months since the
health crisis that is the novel coronavirus
was declared a pandemic by the World
Health Organization in March.

Those treating patients for COVID-19,
the disease caused by the virus, rallied for
better safety protections for nurses,
healthcare workers and patients on
Wednesday at Kindred Hospital Westmin-
ster, one of a handful of protests held dur-
ing the day outside of medical facilities in
Orange County.

The protests came as part of a national
day of action in which the California
Nurses Assn. said it was fighting for pa-
tients and the communities it serves. It
was the second protest to be carried out at
Kindred Hospital following a demon-
stration of about 30 employees there last
month when 16 workers had reportedly
contracted the coronavirus.

Clarissa Cruz, 51, of Cypress said nurses
in the hospital have had to treat both
COVID and non-COVID patients on the
same shift.

“We believe it is really unsafe to do
that,” Cruz said. “We could spread the in-
fection from one patient to another pa-
tient, and also, the nurses, if they don’t
have the proper [personal protective
equipment] for the COVID patients, then
they could also get it. They could get ex-
posed.”

Non-reusable N-95 masks are among

the equipment the nurses are seeking,
Cruz added. The hospital currently pro-
vides a new N-95 mask daily to staff mem-
bers who enter a patient’s room.

Jewl Russell, 55, of Anaheim, said she
has not slept in the same bed as her hus-
band since the start of the pandemic and
spoke of the abundance of caution she
takes just to be around her family.

“Sometimes I come home at 3 o’clock in
the morning after working a double shift,

and I literally have to [take off my clothes]
in the garage, and I put my clothes in a
special area,” Russell said.

“Then I walk upstairs, I get into a scald-
ing hot shower, cleaning every orifice in
my body, [and] go to bed. Then when I
wake up in the morning, if I have to come
back to work, I take another shower, but if
I’m not, I take another shower just to be

Photos by Kevin Chang | Staff Photographer

NURSES RALLY for more personal protective equipment and a safer workload of patients as part of a national day of action at Kindred
Hospital Westminster on Wednesday. They want lawmakers to approve an extension of economic benefits related to COVID-19.

California Nurses Assn. rallies
for patients and community

WEDNESDAY’SPROTESTwasoneof ahandfuloutsideofmedical facilities inOrangeCounty.

BYANDREWTURNER

See Nurses, page A3

The coronavirus pandemic has
kept people in their homes for
much of the warm-weather
months.

The city of Fountain Valley is
not lacking creativity in keeping
its community involved during
these unprecedented times.

A drive-in showing of “Sonic
the Hedgehog” was held at Mile
Square Park to open the month of
August last Saturday. The event
was $20 per car and allowed fam-
ilies to partake in a favorite pas-
time that has been missing — go-
ing to the movies.

“I think, for me, it was cool be-
cause I have lived in the city so
long,” said Jason Ross, 49, who
graduated from Fountain Valley
High School in 1989. “When we

moved to this city, one of my first
movies was at the Fountain Valley
Drive-in, the original one, and it
was the re-release of ‘The Jungle
Book,’ back in 1978.

“I was probably 6 or 7, and I
had never been to a drive-in mov-
ie with my kids, so it was really
neat to be able to take my daugh-
ter and her friend and just share
some of that history and nostal-
gia.”

Rob Frizzelle, Fountain Valley’s
community services director, said
that a production company was
hired to put up a 60-by-40-foot
screen. Cars registered with the
size of their vehicle, and they
were accordingly arranged on the
grass for visibility.

Moviegoers had to wear a mask
when using the restroom, and
they were asked to stay in their

vehicles at all other times.
“Our goal all together is trying

to find ways to enhance quality of
life and community connective-
ness during this pandemic be-
cause that sort of thing is impor-
tant,” Frizzelle said. “It’s difficult
to do these days because obvi-
ously you can’t bring people to-
gether in traditional ways, but
we’re just looking to amend our
service delivery model and find
creative ways to ultimately en-
hance the quality of life here in
Fountain Valley for our commu-
nity.”

Up next, the city is putting on
the “FV Campout at Home” this
coming Saturday. Campout kits
will be provided to the first 200
residents who sign up for the vir-

Fountain Valley finding ways to keep the community involved
BYANDREWTURNER

Courtesy of Rob Frizzelle

CARS PARK on the grass at Mile Square Park in Fountain Valley to
watch a drive-in movie showing of “Sonic the Hedgehog” on Saturday.See Involved, page A2

The Huntington Beach City
Council voted 6-0 on Monday
night to take action to begin
operation of an expanded 174-
bed homeless shelter facility.

The facility, located at 17631
Cameron Lane and 17642
Beach Blvd., would be larger
than the original 75-bed pro-
posal.

City Manager Oliver Chi said
that city staff has been negoti-
ating to lease the Beach site to

facilitate the larger facility,
which would meet U.S. Dis-
trict Court Judge David O.
Carter’s ruling that 60% of the
current homeless population
— estimated at 289 people in
2019 — have shelter beds be-
fore the city can enforce anti-
camping, anti-loitering ordi-
nances.

Councilman Erik Peterson
was absent from the meeting,
but several of the other council
members in attendance
praised Chi and city staff for

their work on establishing the
shelter.

It would be run by Mercy
House Living Centers, with an
estimated first-year cost of
$2.6 million, and is scheduled
to open on Nov. 2.

The city can afford it, as it
has received about $4.2 million
of restricted COVID-19 fund-
ing, though Community De-
velopment Block Grant and
SB2 funds would also be used
for the contract with Mercy
House.

Huntington Beach has been
trying to seriously assess
homeless-related issues since
late 2013, Chi said in a presen-
tation to the council, and has
considered 35 different shelter
sites over the last several years.

“We’ve been looking at all of
these options and trying to
find a fit, trying to find the
right solution,” Councilman
Patrick Brenden said. “I think
none of us would disagree with

Huntington Beach shelter set to open in November
BYMATT SZABO

See Shelter, page A3
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NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER
ESTATE OF:

BETTINE YAWITZ AKA BETTINE P. YAWITZ
CASE NO. 30-2020-01131080-PR-PW-CJC

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent
creditors, and persons who may otherwise be interested
in the WILL or estate, or both of BETTINE YAWITZ
AKA BETTINE P. YAWITZ.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by
JULIET YAWITZ GREEN in the Superior Court of
California, County of ORANGE.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that
JULIET YAWITZ GREEN be appointed as personal
representative to administer the estate of the decedent.
THE PETITION requests the decedent's WILL and
codicils, if any, be admitted to probate. The WILL and
any codicils are available for examination in the file
kept by the court.
THE PETITION requests authority to administer the
estate under the Independent Administration of Estates
Act. (This authority will allow the personal
representative to take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain very important
actions, however, the personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested persons unless they
have waived notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administration authority will
be granted unless an interested person files an objection
to the petition and shows good cause why the court
should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held in this court
as follows: 09/23/20 at 10:30AM in Dept. C06 located
at 700 CIVIC CENTER DRIVE WEST, SANTA ANA,
CA 92701

Notice in Probate Cases
(1) If you plan to appear, you must attend the hearing
by video remote using Microsoft Teams; (2) Go to the
Court's website at http://www.occourts.org/media-
relations/probate-mental-health.html to appear for
probate hearings; and for remote hearing instructions;
(3) if you have difficulty connecting to your remote
hearing, call 657-622-8278 for assistance.
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, you
should appear at the hearing and state your objections
or file written objections with the court before the
hearing. Your appearance may be in person or by your
attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent creditor
of the decedent, you must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal representative
appointed by the court within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first issuance of letters to a
general personal representative, as defined in section
58(b) of the California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days
from the date of mailing or personal delivery to you of
a notice under section 9052 of the California Probate
Code.
Other California statutes and legal authority may affect
your rights as a creditor. You may want to consult with
an attorney knowledgeable in California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If
you are a person interested in the estate, you may file
with the court a Request for Special Notice (form DE-
154) of the filing of an inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as provided in
Probate Code section 1250. A Request for Special
Notice form is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
MARIE SOLORZANO-KOESTNER - SBN 191790,
KOESTNER & SHAHON, ATTORNEYS AT LAW
13019 BAILEY STREET
WHITTIER CA 90601
8/5, 8/6, 8/12/20
CNS-3385364#
DAILY PILOT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Pursuant to the California Self Service Storage Facility
Act (B&P Code 21700 ET seq.) The undersigned will
sell at public auction on Friday August 21, 2020 at 1:30
pm Personal property including but not limited to
furniture, clothing, tools and/or other household items
located at: The sale will take place online at
www.selfstorageauction.com
Shanahan, John M.
Gross, Nicole R.
Zinn, Lindsey Anne
Vega, Rueben Elijah
All sales are subject to prior cancellation. All terms,
rules and regulations are available online at
www.selfstorageauction.com.
Dated this 6th of August and 13th of August 2020 by
Woodbridge Self Storage 5020 Barranca Pkwy Irvine,
CA 92604 (949) 857-4900
8/6, 8/13/20
CNS-3386595#
DAILY PILOT

Legal Notices Legal Notices
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ACROSS
1 Sneaky
4 "Remember the
__!"
9 Snatch
13 Sheet of ice on
the sea
14 O'Brien of
late-night TV
15 Spaghetti
topper
16 Quayle &
Marino
17 Socially
excluded
19 Bread for a
Reuben
20 Newspaper
business
21 Tall marsh
grasses
22 Detroit team
24 State leader:
abbr.
25 Church toppers
27 First phases, as
of diseases
30 "To be __ to
beÉ"
31 Employee's
delight
33 Chicken's mom
35 Claim against
property
36 Evans &
Earnhardt
37 Finished
38 Harris & Helms
39 Flies off the
handle
40 Jerk
41 Schoolkid's
compositions
43 Added a slight
bit of color to
44 "He's got the
whole world in __"
45 Final rest
46 Merlin or
Mary-Kate
49 More

introverted
51 Corn site
54 Guffaw
56 Eerie sightings
57 And others:
abbr.
58 TV's "Kate & __"
59 Eats
60 Orange
potatoes
61 Emulate
Michelle Kwan
62 Rail systems

DOWN
1 Murder
2 Forlorn feeling
3 __-man; toady
4 Items in a fall
centerpiece
5 Suffers a defeat
6 Picnic spoilers
7 "Red Planet"
8 __ shoestring;
without much
money
9 Mourn
10 Knock down a

building
11 Middle-__;
neither old nor
young
12 Taste __; tongue
sensors
13 Presidential
monogram
18 In a bad mood
20 Verse writer
23 Anchor
material
24 Large
antelopes
25 Only
26 Arrogance
27 Cash register
drawer stack
28 Considerate
29 Makes no __;
doesn't add up
31 Grocery
containers
32 "Grand __ Opry"
34 Requirement
36 Doris & Dennis
37 First word in a

warning
39 Weather
forecast
40 Dishonest
person
42 Beach
souvenirs
43 Giggle
45 Numeral
46 Mind
47 "__ Smile Be
Your Umbrella"
48 __ on the
brakes; stop
suddenly
49 Polio vaccine
developer
50 Wahine's dance
52 Klutz's word
53 Very curvy
road
55 Spanish article
56 Take
advantage of

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Jacqueline E.
Mathews

Tribune Media
Services

For answers to the crossword, see page A4.

tual event.
The kits will include tin-

foil recipes for cooking on
a grill, in a fire pit or in the
oven. It will also have a
coloring and activity page,
rope with directions for
making knots, a friendship
bracelet-making kit and a
vector control science kit.
Acknowledging a camping

favorite, a S’mores kit for
four people will also come
with the kit.

Frizzelle said that regis-
tration for the event is be-
ing taken until the event,
and it is $5 to join. As of
Tuesday, he said that
about 160 to 170 people
had enrolled for the camp-
out.

A digital campout kit is
also available to both resi-
dents and nonresidents,
giving participants access

to information and direc-
tions about the activities.
Those who access the dig-
ital campout kit will have
to acquire their own sup-
plies for the activities.

Videos for the campout
will be posted on the city’s
YouTube Channel
(FVRecreation) and on the
recreation department’s
Facebook page.

Continued from page A1
INVOLVED

andrew.turner@latimes.com
Twitter: @ProfessorTurner

The entrance to New-
port Harbor is due for a
dredge and jetty repair this
winter.

The city of Newport
Beach will work with the
U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers to reinforce the
nearly century-old con-
crete-and-rock jetty on the
eastern, or Corona del
Mar, side of the harbor en-
trance and scoop out
enough accumulated sedi-
ment in the entrance
channel to make the
waterway 20 feet deep.
The project should cost
about $3 million.

City public works man-
ager Chris Miller, who
oversees infrastructure
projects in the harbor, said
the work to repair chipped
concrete is relatively easy
but there’s a lot of it, cov-
ering a work area about
700 feet long and 12 feet
wide with a 15-foot foot-
ing, from the base sea-
ward. The large rocks ar-
moring the breakwater will
also be replenished, with

stone trucked in from a
quarry in Riverside
County.

The tremendous force of
the ocean, especially when
it churns during heavy
winter storms, can knock
the stones loose, Miller
said.

“They’re designed and
engineered to resist move-
ment as much as possible,
and when [workers] place
them, they don’t haphaz-
ardly place them. They try
to interlock them,” he told
the city Parks, Beaches &
Recreation commission
Tuesday during a presen-
tation on the repairs. But
“you can see the rocks
have sloughed down.”

The entrance to New-
port Harbor has been
calmed by jetties since
1918, starting along the
western side at the Wedge.
The eastern jetty came
along in the late 1920s to
early 1930s, and both legs
have been extended and
repaired over the years, al-
though the last docu-
mented repairs to the east
side were in 1948, Miller

said.
In addition to the jetty

maintenance, crews will
remove about 70,000 cubic
yards of sand from the en-
trance channel floor and
deposit it back into open
ocean just outside the surf
zone near Balboa Pier, al-
lowing it to naturally re-
turn directly to the beach.

The project will go out
to bid next week and work
should begin in Novem-
ber, with an estimated
completion in March.

Miller said any leftover
money could be used to
dredge farther north into
the harbor’s main channel.

The entrance channel
dredge is separate of a
larger, more complicated
and much more expensive
anticipated dredge of the
main harbor that has been
in the works for years.
That big dig would remove
17 times more silt, mostly
in the western area of the
harbor, and could cost
$20 million to $23 million.

Entrance to Newport Harbor
in line for a dredge and repair
BYHILLARYDAVIS

hillary.davis@latimes.com
Twitter: @dailypilot_hd
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our community that this is
the most pressing issue we
face, and all of us share the
frustration of not having
been able to make anything
go until now. But you know,
sometimes the best solu-
tions take time ... and I
think that’s exactly what’s
happened here.”

While both the Cameron
and Beach locations do
have soil contamination
present, Chi said the Or-
ange County Public Health
Agency found that it would
be safe to operate a shelter
on the site if an asphalt
pavement cover is placed
over the soil.

A proposal by Peterson to
construct a temporary facil-
ity on Gothard Avenue was
tabled 5-2 at the last coun-
cil meeting on July 20.

Chi said that though the
Cameron site has been de-

layed since a 75-bed facility
was approved in April, get-
ting an alternate site up
and running would take as
many as 18 weeks.

“Just hearing everyone
talk tonight really makes
me think about this process
that we’ve been through,
and how the community
has come along so far to
understanding how neces-
sary this shelter is,” Mayor

Lyn Semeta said.
“We got so much resist-

ance in the early days. The
community was frightened
about the whole concept,
and so I think we’ve come
such a long way in helping
them understand the ne-
cessity of doing this, as well
as the humanitarian neces-
sity. If we’re going to be able

Continued from page A1
SHELTER

Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

HUNTINGTON BEACH City Council approved a homeless
shelter at 17631 Cameron Lane and 17642 Beach Boulevard.

See Shelter, page A4

school reopening plan in-
tended to act as a primer
for the year ahead.

At Tuesday’s meeting,
administrators provided a
progress report to board
members and the broader
school community on a
100% virtual “Cloud Cam-
pus” opening this year and
how it differs from the
regular distance learning
students will be doing in a
multilevel learning plan
that will transition from
online to in-person in-
struction as coronavirus
infection levels fluctuate.

They identified new
state guidelines for dis-
tance learning, which out-
line daily live interaction
between teachers and stu-
dents, recommend regular
attendance and set min-
imal daily instructional
minute requirements by
grade level — 180 minutes
for kindergartners, 230
minutes for grades one
through three and 240
minutes for grades four
through 12.

In a joint presentation
on the Cloud Campus ver-
sus distance learning, offi-
cials walked through two
sample days and high-
lighted similarities and dif-
ferences. Synchronous
learning, where teachers
work live online with
classes or small groups,
and asynchronous, inde-
pendent study will likely
be blocked into different
parts of the day in both
models they described.

While the Cloud Cam-
pus schedule would be
more adaptable to individ-
ual students, distance
learning will need to mir-
ror the traditional school
day more closely to allow
for a transition to in-per-
son or hybrid-model
classes throughout the
year, explained John
Drake, director of curricu-
lum and instruction.

“The biggest difference
is really in the flexibility,”

Drake said. “It will be less
flexible in distance learn-
ing, because we want to be
able to transition back into
a scheduled day as would
normally be in place when
we return back in person.”

Newport-Mesa parents
have been issued intent to
participate forms and are
asked to decide whether
they will commit to a full
year at the Cloud Campus
by Friday.

Officials also shared
what safety measures
would be put in place if
and when students and
teachers are allowed to re-
turn to campuses. Plans
are subject to change,
since it is unknown
whether a return is likely
to happen this year.

School sites would en-
force social distancing and
mask wearing for students
in grades three through 12
at all times except while
eating and drinking. Facial
coverings would be made
available if students or
teachers do not have their
own, and anyone who re-
fused to wear a mask
would be sent home.

Plexiglass dividers
would be placed in front
offices, and foot traffic
would be guided by signs
to prevent people from
clustering.

Volunteers would have
limited access, and high-
touch areas like water
fountains and playground
equipment would be off
limits. Additional custodial
crews would regularly dis-
infect surfaces.

In classrooms, smaller
student groups would be
prohibited from sharing
items and would maintain
6 feet of distance. Bus
transportation would first
go to special education
students, and routes
would be limited, while re-
cess would focus on activ-
ities not requiring physical
contact or equipment
sharing.

“We will have recess —
it’s important for kids to
get outside and move
around,” Lee-Sung said.

“Initially we have to say
that playground equip-
ment may be off limits. At
some point, once we de-
velop our routines, I can
foresee some of our equip-
ment being reopened.”

Leona Olson, assistant
superintendent of Human
Resources, walked meet-
ing participants through
what health screenings
would look like and what
would happen if students
or teachers came to school
with symptoms.

Teachers and students
will be asked to perform
temperature checks before
coming to campus and
would perform a brief in-
take process upon arriving
to school. Anyone with a
temperature above 100.4
degrees Fahrenheit, or ex-
hibiting virus-like symp-
toms, would be sent home
as an excused absence.

Students with symp-
toms would be isolated for
immediate pickup, Olson
added.

NMUSD Health Services
Director Merry Graska out-
lined procedures for re-
porting and addressing
positive coronavirus cases
on campus. Anyone who’s
been exposed to a positive
individual for more than 15
minutes without social
distancing will be asked to
self-quarantine for 14 days.

If one person in a class
tests positive, the teacher
and students would quar-
antine. If 5% of a school’s
population tests positive,
the entire school will shift
to distance learning for 14
days. If one in four New-
port-Mesa schools report a
5% or higher positive rate,
the entire district would
transition to 14 days of dis-
tance learning.

“I’m going to ask for a
team approach in adher-
ing to this, whether you’re
an employee or a student
or a visitor,” Lee-Sung said.
“We’re all in this together,
because what one person
does affects others.”

Continued from page A1
DISTRICT

sara.cardine@latimes.com
Twitter: @SaraCardine

around them. I cover my
car seat in plastic. My shoes
are always left outside.”

Russell added that her
union is nationally sup-
porting the HEROES Act
before Congress. She said
the legislation would “en-
sure that we have proper
[personal protective equip-
ment] that was manufac-
tured in the United States.”

At a time where social
movements and activism
have come to the forefront
following the death of
George Floyd while in po-
lice custody in Minneapo-
lis, one protester yelled,
“Good trouble,” in homage
to Rep. John Lewis, the late
Georgia congressman who
was recognized as a civil
rights leader.

That protester was Ron
Herron, 55, of Lake Forest,
who has been a registered
nurse for 25 years and re-
cently joined the staff at
Kindred Hospital Westmin-
ster.

“As far as John Lewis,
voices need to be heard,”
Herron said. “In the end,
even though I might not be
around to see its fruit, it will
bear fruit in the end.”

Herron said he has
bought his own personal
protective equipment, in-
cluding a powered air-puri-
fying respirator, which fil-
ters the virus. Russell also
said she had bought the
same device, which she
said cost about $600.

After more than two dec-
ades in the healthcare in-
dustry, Herron was asked
what makes COVID-19 a
unique adversary.

“The part about patients
dying alone is heartbreak-
ing,” Herron said. “I literally
had the first COVID patient
in this hospital in the ICU,
and I had to call the two
daughters, one in North
Carolina and one in Flor-
ida, and it was just heart-
breaking, putting them on
speaker phone.

“Actually, on the second

call to the second daughter,
the patient passed away.
She was able to get out half
of what she wanted to say
to him. That one is just
heartbreaking for families,
not being able to come in.
It gets me.”

Westminster City Coun-
cilman Sergio Contreras
joined the protesters and
told them that they were
fighting “the good fight.”

“This is really, I think, to
me, a life-and-death type of
fight,” Contreras said.
“When we put these work-
ers at risk, we’re endanger-
ing their lives and our com-
munity. We’re all con-
nected. If you look at the
infection rate, no one’s
immune.

“I think this hospital has
to do more to make sure
that they have the proper

isolation and staffing to be
able to properly care for
these patients.”

Contreras added that he
believes Orange County
needs to show more leader-
ship in fighting the virus,
saying that testing is “al-
most inaccessible for the
average person.”

The Orange County
Health Care Agency re-
ported 12 COVID-19 deaths
and 65 new cases of the co-
ronavirus in its latest num-
bers released Wednesday.

The death toll due to
COVID-19 in the county
stands at 665, and the cu-
mulative number of co-
ronavirus cases is 38,131.

Currently, there are 536
hospitalizations due to the
virus, with 172 of those pa-
tients in an intensive care
unit.

The healthcare agency
reported an additional
5,075 coronavirus tests in
the last day, bringing the to-
tal number of tests admin-
istered to 444,757. An esti-
mated 27,197 recoveries
have been made county-
wide from a battle with the
virus.

In a statement, Julie My-
ers, the CEO of Kindred
Hospital Westminster, said
that all patients who have
not previously tested pos-

itive are tested upon admis-
sion. She added that testing
has been offered to all hos-
pital employees, and tem-
perature and symptom
screenings are being con-
ducted for every individual
that enters the facility.

Myers added that the
hospital has offered “hero
pay” premium incentives to
employees who care for
COVID-19 patients, an offer
she said the union has re-
jected to date.

“Kindred Hospital West-
minster’s top priority is to
protect the health and safe-
ty of our patients and em-
ployees,” Myers said in the
statement.

“As a long-term acute
care hospital, Kindred
Westminster specializes in
providing ventilator care
and weaning acutely ill pa-
tients, which is particularly
important for patients re-
covering from COVID-19.
With encouragement from
the California Department
of Public Health, the hospi-
tal is proudly providing
support to our community
by offering care, in specially
designated areas of the hos-
pital, to those recovering
from the COVID-19 virus,
thereby helping to free up
critically needed beds in
our local ICUs.

“From a clinical stand-
point, we are meeting or ex-
ceeding all of the CDC’s
guidelines and taking every
possible precaution to min-
imize exposure to COVID-
positive patients. We re-
main committed to pro-
tecting and supporting our
selfless and dedicated
teams on the front lines of
this health crisis.”

The National Union of
Healthcare Workers is ex-
pected to hold a protest
outside of Fountain Valley
Regional Hospital on
Thursday.

Here are the latest cumu-
lative case counts and
deaths for select cities:

• Santa Ana: 7,300 cases;
180 deaths

• Anaheim: 6,534 cases;
158 deaths

• Huntington Beach:
1,732 cases; 48 deaths

• Costa Mesa: 1,247 cases;
12 deaths

• Irvine: 1,198 cases; nine
deaths

• Newport Beach: 896
cases; 10 deaths

• Fountain Valley: 370
cases; nine deaths

• Laguna Beach: 136
cases; fewer than five
deaths

Continued from page A1
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NURSES
PROTEST
at Kindred
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Westminster
on
Wednesday.
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terminate him without
cause.

Board President Martha
Fluor explained options
were considered during
multiple closed session
meetings. Lee-Sung’s selec-
tion followed an in-person
interview and was vetted
through the district’s legal
counsel.

Fluor said the promotion
would provide stability
through the continuing co-
ronavirus pandemic. With
three board seats up for
election in November
(Fluor in Trustee Area 3,
Vicki Snell in Area 1 and
Dana Black in Area 6), it
would also save potential
new board members from
having to add a nationwide
superintendent search to
an already steep learning
curve.

“This two-year contract
will give the newly constitu-
ted board in November
time to adjust to their new
roles and responsibilities
and understand school
board governance, evaluat-
ing Mr. Lee-Sung in 2021
and focusing their attention
on the ongoing co-
ronavirus,” Fluor read from
a board statement.

But nearly 20 people who
spoke in public comment
prior to the vote questioned
the soundness of foregoing
a traditional nationwide
search for a replacement
for former Supt. Fred
Navarro, who retired July 31
after eight years helming

the district.
Many urged the board to

consider a one-year con-
tract that would give a
newly formed board more
of a say in its own leader-
ship.

“Allowing a temporary
superintendent to be given
a two-year contract is ridic-
ulous,” said commenter
Martha O’Meara. “Give him
a one-year contract and
start a superintendent
search in the next few
months. This would allow
the new school board to
have some input.”

Tamara Fairbanks, presi-
dent of the Newport-Mesa
Federation of Teachers, said
promoting an internal can-
didate without posting the
position publicly could be a
violation of equal employ-
ment opportunities laws
and the district’s own policy
on superintendent recruit-
ment and selection.

Board Policy 2120 states
the board shall establish a
search and selection proc-
ess that considers commu-
nity input and includes ad-
vertising the vacancy and
the recruitment of qualified
candidates.

“The input of NMFT and
other important stake-
holders are not being taken
into account,” Fairbanks
said in her comment.
“Board Policy 2120 is being
violated by this agenda
item. All stakeholder
groups should be highly in-
volved in the selection
process.”

Legal counsel Spencer
Covert explained the board
was within its rights to pro-
mote Lee-Sung without ad-
hering to the policy, which
outlines guidelines but
doesn’t give mandates.

“One of the guidelines
that is in there is the ability
to promote from within,”
Covert said.

“There is no legal re-
quirement to post and ad-
vertise for position of
school superintendent —

ultimately, it’s going to be
the decision of the board
how it wants to fill this po-
sition.”

Board members largely
supported the contract,
praising Lee-Sung’s leader-
ship and problem-solving
skills demonstrated since
his arrival in 2015 as New-
port-Mesa’s associate su-
perintendent and chief hu-
man resource officer.

In five years, the admin-
istrator has risen swiftly
through several high-level
positions.

Appointed acting associ-
ate superintendent and
chief academic officer in
July 2016, Lee-Sung was
serving as deputy superin-
tendent by the following
year.

He remained in that posi-
tion until this July, when of-
ficials announced Navarro’s
impending retirement and
named him acting superin-
tendent.

On Tuesday, Lee-Sung
thanked the board and af-
firmed his “proud record”
of increasing student
achievement.

“I would love an oppor-
tunity to be able to meet
people … and, more impor-
tantly, for me to listen and
to build those bridges and
keep our district not only
stabilized, but moving for-
ward and bringing it to
higher levels than it’s ever
been,” he said.

Trustee Ashley Anderson,
who cast the lone dissent-
ing vote, said she would
have preferred to see a one-
year contract.

She also questioned the
board’s failure to post the
position.

“There are other people
on staff who may have
wanted to apply and could
have come in and been sta-
ble [for] our district, but
they didn’t have that oppor-
tunity,” Anderson said.

Continued from page A1
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to enforce quality-of-life
regulations, we have to
have a shelter with the beds
available.”

CITY TO CLOSE THIRD
BLOCK OF MAIN STREET

Council members voted
6-0 on Monday to close the
third block of Main Street
temporarily to vehicular
traffic, to support local
businesses looking to op-
erate outdoors.

Businesses would be al-
lowed to operate in the

streets on the affected
block, between Orange and
Olive avenues.

The second block of
Main Street is already
closed to vehicles after the
council voted to close it on
July 6, and the program has
been well-received, Chi
said.

5 RECEIVE CITY’S
EXCELLENCE AWARD

Semeta also announced
five recipients of the May-
or’s HB Excellence Award, a
monthly award which had
been stopped since March
due to COVID-19.

Winners included princi-

pal civil engineer Debbie
DuBow, police Sgt. Jerry
Goodspeed, senior admin-
istrative analyst Kevin
Justen, police Officer An-
thony Pham and signs and
marketing crew leader Terry
Tintle. They were nomi-
nated by their fellow em-
ployees.

“We asked all of the em-
ployees to think about who
really stepped up, who
went the extra mile during
COVID and deserves some
extra recognition for that,”
Semeta said.
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